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Georgia weighs in to make one woman's day 



Georgia Dennhey, bom yesterday at Addenbrooke’s Hos- 
pital, Cambridge, weighing 3.75kg, begins herfirstti^ dzy 
of life on International Women's Day - a celebration of 
what women have achieved, writes Kate WatsonSmyth. 

But as she lies unaware of the world around her, mo- 


tions of women are reminding themselves of their 
str eng th and remembering what they have achieved since 
the dark days of non-suffrage and inequality. 

They wiH celebrate the meaning of womanhood so 
that one day Georgia too will be able to take her place 


in the world as an equal member of society. Mao Tse- 
tung said that women hold up half the sky. Many would 
say they keep the world turning as well. Today is a fes- 
tival where they wfll pledge to continue f&itmg for them- 
selves and their children. Photograph: Brian Harris 


Row over 



Anthony Bevins and 
Paul Routier^e 


Ministers were last night accused of tak- 
ing a cavalier attitude to public health 
after it was revealed that there has been 
a tenfold increase in the number of hos- 
pital patients contracting a potential 
kfller bug. 

John Horam, minister for Health 
said in a Commons reply that the to- 
tal number of cases of methicQlin- 
resistant staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) was not “collected centrally", 
and the Ministry had no idea of the 
number of cases in which the bug ‘‘con- 
tributed to or caused death”. 

He told Andrew MacKinlay, Labour 
MP for Thurrock, that 177 English hos- 
pitals had “voluntarily’’ reported 19385 
patients affected by MRSA last year - 
up from 2.286 patients in 1992. 

But Chris Smith, Labour's health 
spokesman, told The Independent last 
night: “The fact (bat the Government 
has no idea how many cases of this oc- 
cur nationally is another example of their 
disregard for public health. You go into 
hospital to get better not to get QL” 

In a speech to the Scottish Labour 
Party conference in Inverness yester- 
day, Tony Blair said: “This is a gov- 
ernment in a state of decay, utterly 
incapable of providing leadership or 
competence in the administration of die 
country’s affairs.” 

Labour plans to set up a consumer- 
oriented Food Standards Agency, re- 

of Health and what remains ofchcMfri- 
istiy of Agriculture Fisheries and Food. 
But with four elderly people admitted 
to hospital yesterday, after drinking wa- 
ter contaminated with the microscop- 
ic parasite Cryptosporidium. Commons 
answers on the MRSA epidemic showed 
that the nation’s health problems go far 
wider than food and drink. 

The official Public Health Labora- 
tory Service told The Independent yes- 


terday that while it had partial figures 
on MRSA cases, “death data is not 
available. Patients infected with MRSA 
are usually very ill anyway,” the labo- 
ratory said. **Ihey may die with MRSA, 
but not of iL” That view appeared to 
clash with the statement made by the 
minister, Mr Horam, who told Mr 
MacKinlay yesterday: “It is not known 
in how many cases MRSA contributed 
to or caused death-" 

Professor Brian Austen, of the 
Heriot-Vfett University in Edinburgh, 
currently engaged in the early stages 
of developing a drug to counter MRSA 
said: “People are being infected, and 
they are dying. If they do not have the 
figures on that, then alarm bells should 
be ringing." 

He said that Whitehall's response 
was worrying. “MRSA can give rise to 
serious disease and can lead to death. 
... It is usually associated with hospi- 
tals and weaker members of die com- 
munity, but under the current scenario, 
people are going into hospital without 
it, and they are coming out with it" 

The severity of the bug is shown by 
the action taken when some hospitals 
have been hit by iL Nicholas Soames, 
the Armed Forces minister, told Mr 
MacKinlay this week that in one inci- 
dent at the Cambridge Military Hospi- 
tal in 1994, there had been a 
"widespread infection" of MRSA all ad- 
missions had been stopped for more 
than a week, all staff had been screened 
and treated with antibiotics. 

A Ministry of Health working party 
report said in 1995 that MRSA “now af- 
fects more than 50 hospitals per month". 

Mr MacKinlay told The Independent 
that the Minister's attitude was “out- 
rageous". He said that the Government 
did not even appear to have set up a 
mandatoiy screening for aD patients go- 
ing into hospitals. “My fear is ... it will 
have budgetary implications for the Na- 
tional Health Sendee unless something 
is done soon, and thoroughly” 


Peking 
hit by 
rush-hour 
bus blast 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


An explosion on a bus in one of 
Peking's major shopping streets 
during last night's rush hour in- 
jured and possibly killed a num- 
ber of people. Reuters news 
agency said two people were 
killed! Police refused to say 
whether they were investigating 
a bomb, but the blast came just 
[ll clays after three bombs were 
planted on buses in the far west- 
ern province of Xinjiang,] 
where Muslim separatists have 
been blamed by the Chinese for 
a series of attacks over the post 
year. 

By the early hours of this 
morning, there was still a very 
heuvv police presence on Xidan 
Street, where debris from the 
bus could be seen outside one 
of the big .shopping malls. Ward- 
en, al iheJishuhan Hospital said 
some of the eight injured had 
hums ail over their bodies. 

Terrorist attacks m China, or 
i( least those that come to 
ighu are rare. So if Uighur Mus- 
lin separatists have started a 
•ombine campaign in China’s 
apiial city, the loopholes in 
China's security system will 
non become apparent even 
rith policing tightened in the 
rake of the death of Deng Xi- 
oping. Explosives are easy to 
otic by in a . country where 
tea* are many private mines 
mi controls can be veiy lax. 


9,000 years on, Cheddar 
Man meets the relatives 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Adrian Target! visited the home 
of a close relative yesterday. He 
bad to put on Wellington boots 
because the floor is muddy. 
The relative wasn’t in. Hardly 
surprising: he died 9,000 years 
ago. 

But there’s no doubt: Mr Tar- 
gett, a 42-year-old history 
teacher in Cheddar, Somerset 
has been shown by DNA tests 
to be a direct descendant, by his 
mother's line, of “Cheddar 
Man", the oldest complete 
skeleton ever found in Britain, 
and now also the world’s most 
distant confirmed relative. 

Even the Royal Family can 
only trace its heritage back to 
King Ecgbert, who ruled from 
829 AD to 830 AD. By contrast, 
Cheddar Man. a hunter-gath- 
crcrwho predated the arrival of 
farming, lived in 7.I50BC. 

The news caught everyone by 
surprise. Mr Targett’s wife, 
Catherine, said: “This is all a bit 
of a surprise, but maybe this ex- 
plains why he likes his steaks 
rare". 

The discovery came about 
during tests performed as part 
of a TV series on archaeology 
in Somerset, Once Upon a Time 
in the Wfor, to be shown later this 
year. DNA found in the pulp 
cavity of one of Cheddar Man's 
molar teeth was tested at Ox- 



The generation game: Adrian Target! {above right, and as a baby with his mother, right) has 
been shown by DNA tests to be descended from Cheddar Man (left) Photographs: SWN 


iity's h 

Molecular Medicine, and then 
compared with that of 20 peo- 
ple locally, whose families were 
known to have been living in the 
area for some generations, 
lo make up the numbers, Mr 


Thrgett, an only child who has 
no children, joined in. But the 
match was unequivocal: the 
two men have a common ma- 
ternal ancestor. The mito- 
chondrial DNA, which is 
inherited from the egg, con- 


firmed iL “I’m absolutely over- 
whelmed," said MrlhrgeRrOn 
hearing of the match. “It is very 
strange news to receive.- I’m 
not sore how I feel at the mo- 
menL" 

His pupils were delighted 


(“He has never bad a nickname 

— until now," said one 16-year- 
old with relish) and so are sci- 
entists. The Ending could 
provide a key to the debate 
about the process by which 
early humans settled down to an 
agricultural life. 

Cheddar Man was discovered 
in 1903, 20 metres inside 
Gough’s Cave, which is the 
largest of 100 caverns in Ched- 
dar Gorge - Britain’s prime site 
for Palaeolithic human remains. 
He had been buried alone in a 
chamber near the mouth of a 
deep cave, about 1,000 years be- 
fore hunter-gathering began to 
give way to farming. 

At the site, Mr Tfcrgett said: 
“I'm glad I don’t live down here 

- it’s very dark, dank and dismal. 
I have been down here before 
but I never dreamed 1 was in my 
ancestor’s home." 

Dr Larry Barham, an ar- 
chaeology lecturer at Bristol 
University, said; “There is de- 
bate over whether farmers ar- 
rived from Eastern Europe and 
ousted hunter-gatherers - or 
whether the idea of farming 
spread through the population. 
This discovery strongly sug- 
gests an dement of the second.” 

Physically, Cheddar Man 
would taaye looked like modem 
man. “You could put a suit on 
him and be wouldn't look out 
of place in an office.,” Dr 
.added. 



No radio this small 
ever sounded so big. 

Imrodudrg die Bose* Wave* radio. 

Enjoy die distinct sound of strings in your kitchen. Or the 
full orchestra in your bedroom. The new Bose Wave radio fills 
any room with rich, dear, unexpectedly lifelike sound. But you 
won’t find this small wonder in any store. The Wive radio is 
only available direct from Bose. For a free information pack, 
simply send/fax the coupon below or call us freephone on: 

0800 022 044 

When calling, please quote rhe reference number 2633 

Hearing realty is believing. 

To audition the Wave radio in your own home for 14 days, 
satisfaction guaranteed, amply call us freephone and discover 
why Sky News said, “This box of tricks ... sounds like a full 
orchestra." 

Eni ov bi g. lifelike sound at home. 
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Gure failure 

A schizophrenic who tailed his 
stepfather and left his mother 
for dead had been failed by care 
professionals in a “fondamen- 


_ v 


tal and depressing" way ac- 
cording to one of the most 
damning reports ever produced 
by an inquiry into a care-in-the- 
community tailing. Page 8 
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Hunt goes on for thief who 
stole Picasso at gunpoint 


The hunt continued yesterday for the armed robber, described by 
police as “audacious and dangerous", who stole a f 600,000 Picasso 
pain ring from a. central London gallery. 

Police praised a taxi driver hijacked by the thief to help in his 
escape with the stolen painting on Thursday. 

A man. armed with a sawn -off shotgun, walked into the Lefevre 
Gallery in Bruion Street and took 35 seconds to rip Pablo Picasso’s 
Tele de Femme from the wall before fleeing to Wimbledon in south- 
west London, 

A photograph from the gallery's surveillance camera was 
released yesterday. Interpol, art experts and galleries around the 
world have been alerted to the theft. Jason Bennetto 


Alcoholic ice lollies recalled 


Kwik Save supermarket chain yesterday ordered the recall of a 
faulty batch of ice lollipops which ferment into alcohol, after a 
mother gave them to her two young children. 

The supermarket chain has cleared Frozzy icepops from its 
shelves after fears that children around the country could have 
eaten them. The product, made by Magna confectioners in 
Shropshire, was made with a faulty recipe, which meant the lollies 
contained 5 per cent alcohol. 

Lynne Bradburn of Manchester gave the icepops to her children 
aged four and six. before discovering that they tasted like gin. 


Attempt to solve ‘Derbyshire’ riddle 


The Anal pan of the expedition to tty to solve the mystery of the 
largest British merchant ship ever lost at sea will start this 
weekend, it was announced yesterday. 

The UK-HC funded expedition will spend 47 days on the 
wreckage site of the MV Derbyshire which went down in a typhoon 
off Japan in 1980 with the loss of all 44 people on board. Concerns 
about structural failure on the 169,000-tcmne Teesside-buflt carrier 
led to a union-sponsored expedition examining the wreck in 1994. 
Their findings resulted in this official expedition being mounted, 
the results of which could be known later this year. 

The United States research vessel, Thomas G Thompson . was 
due to leave Guam, in the Pacific, today to travel to the wreckage 
site more than 400 miles off Okinawa. The survey team are 
equipped to obtain complete Sonar and photographic coverage of 
the wreckage field. An official inquiry into the disaster in 1987 said 
the weather was probably to blame. But families of the crew, trade 
unions and shipping experts have long argued that the disaster was 
caused by structural defects in the vessel. 


Fewer strip searches for McAliskey 



Roisin McAliskey, the 
pregnant 25-year-old being 
held on remand in 
connection with the rRA 
mortar attack on a British 
army barracks at 
Osaabruck, Germany, last 
year, has had her prison 
category reduced. 

Ms McAliskey, left, 
daughter of the former 
nationalist MP Bernadette 
Devlin, was previously a 
Category A high-risk 
prisoner in Holloway 
Prison, north London, 
which meant she was strip- 


Service reduced her classification to Categoiy A standard-risk 
which means she will be suip-searched less often and will be 
allowed access to a dress-making craft shop in the prison. 

A spokesman for the Prison Service said she would now be 
subject only to random strip-searching or when “under suspicion". 

He said the derision was made tty a group of "fairly senior 
members of the Prison Service” Including Alan Walker, director of 
operation for the south region, whose beat includes Holloway. 

Ms McAliskey is due to give birth in May. Matthew Brace 


Drug dealer tortured woman rival 


A member of a violent drugs gang was yesterday found guilty oF 
kidnapping and imprisoning a rival woman drug-dealer who 
suffered a 72-hour ordeal which included a mock execution. 

The 27-year-old was stripped and repeatedly tortured with 
electric shocks. She was also beaten, her long hair was hacked off, 
and she was threatened with scolding water and told her fingers 
would be amputated. The woman, who was repeatedly told she was 
going to be lulled, was only freed after frantic relatives raised a 
£9.000 ransom. At one point, the gang leader. Barclay Walters, 
pulled out a gun, loaded it with a single round, held it to her 


temple and pulled the trigger. 


eventually recovered physically, but would remain mentally 
scarred for life. Knightsbridge Crown Court was told. 

Manjeet Gill, of Esher. Surrey, was convicted of kidnapping and 
nspiring falsely to imprison the woman. He was cleared of 


conspiring falsely to imprison 
conspiracy to blackmail and possessing a firearm. 

Gill, 32, bad denied all the charges. He will be sentenced on 26 
March with Anurodh Shanna, 32, who was found guilty of 
conspiracy falsely to imprison, after earlier owning up to the 
blackmail plot. Dipt}' Snarma, 26, was convicted of both the false 
imprisonment and blackmail conspiracies. Her disc-jockey husband 
Sanjeev Shanna. 28, and Whitens, 38, had admitted both charges, as 
well as a firearms possession offence. 


Bee colonies ravaged by disease 


The whole of England and Wales has been declared a statutory 
infected area after the government and beekeepers failed to haft 
the spread of a devastating disease among bees. 

The varroa disease, a mite infestation of bees first found in 
Britain in 1992, has already ravaged bee colonics in the south-east 
and has spread as far as the Scottish borders, os well as throughout 
Wales. 

The statutory infected area was yesterday widened by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and Food to include Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Cumbria and Northumbria. 

The designation makes the movement of bees into and out of 
the infected area, prohibited except under licence. 
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Billy Wright: The public face of a militant parmllitary ktyaD^ ^vernent . 





. £• • •' ‘ ■i\ ■ ';y>' 



B ifly Wright, who as "King Rat" has been the most 
public face of militant loyalist extranSsot In Northr . 
em Ireland, was yesterday Jailed for eight years 

far mneatentng to kill a woman. • 

The judge described the 36-year-old aa.a sinister 
man whose threats, in August 1965, had "petrified" the 
woman. She was a key witness fn the case, and has 
now left Northern Ireland. She lives under police pro- 
tection at a secret address in England. 

Wright's high public profile and fearsome reputa- 
tion made hkn into both an icon of loyalist paramili- 
tarism and a target for numerous IRA attempts on his 
fife. He also had to contend with dose RUC attentions . 
which led him to lodge frequent complaints about "po- 
lice harassment”. 

last year he fell foul of his own organisation, the il- 
legal Ulster Volunteer Force, which pubUdy an- 
nounced that he would be killed If he did not leave 
Northern Ireland. Such a range of enemies led a se- 
nior police officer to say last summer: “It's reafly a ques- 
tion of who gets to him first - the IRA, the UVF or us." 


..lliQ.nnfariee showsftiat 


desdfacHrltat as an nnscrufcable Vrt!rie®s : whose ovi- 


nesshad been.honest, refiablemid,att»urate...r'- :* Ch 
CXdsktecot^onedWri^hfSfricBidsSi^^an^ : 
Soft^dlsgra^Tlte^ic^iiefJf wasreon^tety poSteaL'f 
- Wright featured prorotneritiy in Tasiyeafs Qfahge^ 
march standoff alDrumcree, not far fromhfe home, 
when it was said b ri-frad plahrmd ah assault on po- 
Dce Snas using an armoured bdidca^. TTwlfist^Won- 


him durirtg the confrontatfcm,btrtrespOTdectt^ saf~, 
.ing ha had been vroriung.tb avertiriofeice;: - . r,Vr. ,1 - 
His brushes with ihe’law .go. backet least 
when ha was charged with the murder of a Cathode,; 
That case collapsed* but he later spent several years: 
in jail for possession, of a gun. Unusu^ly forM loyat- 
1st paramilitary, be went through a refigrods phase our- ; 
Ing which he became afev£reacher. . : : : y:'"" ■ ' 

-Oavi£McK&£rfck; Bef&st 


Life’s a drag for 
pleasure-loving 
Japanese PM 


Japan's Prime Minister, Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, is a man renowned far 
his love of physical pleasure. As a 
mountaineer, he has scaled 
Japan's highest and most chal- 
lenging peaks. He is a black belt 
in kendo, the vigorous martial art 
of fencing with wooden staves. A 
few years ago, a tabloid magazine 
ran an interview with one of his 
former mistresses, who praised 
him for his skill and sensitivity as a 
lover. 

But now, Mr. Hashimoto has got 
into trouble. Yesterday five plain- 
tiffs from the city of Nagoya filed a 
legal suit claiming that the Prime 
Minister is in daily violation of 
Japan's constitution for his enthu- 
siastic cigarette habit. 

Compared to other industri- 
alised countries, Japan is a smok- 
er's Eden. On every street comer 
there is a vending machine dis- 
pensing multiple cigarette brands 
for 220 yen (£1.10) a packet Tele- 
vision advertisements routinely 
show sports people finishing off 
their swimming or skiing routines 
with a hearty fag. 

Like millions of his countrymen 



Mr Hashimoto sees no shame in 
his addiction. In remarks cited by 
the plaintiffs he vows: “l will 
smoke as much as possible." To 
the Nagoya Five, however, these 
words are incendiary. They cite Ar- 
ticle 25 of the constitution, which 
states: "All people shall have the 
right to minimum standards of 
wholesome and cultured living." 

This, they believe, obliges prime 
ministers to abstain from smoking. 
As well as 110,000 yen in dam- 
ages, they are demanding that Mr 
Hashimoto give up far the duration 
of his premiership. 

Richard Lloyd Parry, Tokyo 


Marvin speaks of 
son’s lonely death 


The fanner Shadows guitarist. 

Hank Marvin, talked yesterday for 
the first time about the lonely death 
of his alcoholic son. Dean Marvin, 
35, who died on 6 January in a 
London YMGA hostel, had report- 
edly not seen his father for 10 
years. 

Dean became estranged from 
his father, a Jehovah’s Witness, be- : 
fare Hank went to live in Australia 
with his second wife. 

Speaking on the This Morning 
TV show, Hank Marvin scud: "He 
wanted to lead a life with no re- 
sponsibility where he could drink. 

If I'd provided finance for him, it 
would have simply gone on drugs 
or alcohol. He was an adult He 
made a lot of wrong decisions. It's 
really sad, but that killed him. 

"initially it was a shock and the.' 
grief is taking a while to work 
through but we had no idea of his. . 
condition. We knew he was drink- 
ing and taking drugs but I didn't re- 
alise he was an alcoholic. My 
daughter told me afterwards he 
had been in a bad way for 18 
months." ■ 

"He got involved with people we 
were unhappy with and warned 
him against" - 


Italian outrage over double surrogacy 


In an unusual case of surrogate motherhood, an Ital- 
ian woman is pregnant with the babies of two differ- 
ent couples. The 35-year-old woman, who is 
three-months pregnant, offered to carry both foetuses 
when she learned her doctor was having trouble find- 
ing surrogate mothers. Corriere della Sera reported 
yesterday. 

To circumvent Italian medical rules designed to 
prevent surogacy, the procedure was carried out in 
Switzerland, where the woman also plans to give 
birth. After their birth, the babies mil be matched to 
the right parents through a blood test 

The Italian media identifed the woman only as An- 
gela, a mother of two living In Rome. In an interview 


with the Turin newspaper La Stampa, the woman said 
she was receiving only expenses. 

Health minister Rosy Bindi said the case had: 
"brought us to limits never before crossed” and 
called for a law to regulate surrogate motherhood. . 

Dr AJdo Pagni, head of the Italian physicians asso- 
ciation, said disciplinary actioa should be brought .. 
against the doctor responsible for the treatment 
Father Gino Concetti, a Roman CathoGc moral the- 
ologian, whose views are close to those of Pope 
John Paul, said the pregnancy was “a new step to- 
wards madness". The Catholic Church opposes aif ' 
forms of artificial human conception, including test- 
tube fertilisation and surrogacy. AP/Reuters, Roma 


technology 

Catalytic converter will 
cheaper and cleaner 

w hi 


Scientists have developed a .catalytic 

cheaper to " 

■ 

patented its development and is kw m 
di^S^hcom^cenB mantfa^rerei^ ^ after 

SSSiting their breakthrough to the Soaewof AuUtmoWe 
ISSSin Detroit. The? areseekmgtostnkeatolwitha 

.^S&cturerwho wmM tost the. new design and ensure that it 

coirid perform for at least 100.000 mues. 

• The catalyst is the invention of Professor ot the 

srsss 5 s:«ssks&",shs. 

by chance. 


WHITEHALL 

Open government a myth 

Public bodies are failing to meet Government guidelines on 
openness, a survey showed yesterday More than a quarter of 
SSmisations contacted fell short of the standards enshrined m 
' their published commitments to open government. 

According to the Press Gazette survey, a0 government 
departments and quangos were asked for information. which the 
public is entitled to under the Code of Practice on Access to 
Government Information. ' ... 

But results showed only 11 departments replied -quiddy and 
willingly*’, 25 responded only “adequatety*’, 
information after being prompted to reply, and II failed to comply 
with the code by providing “wrong or inadequate information. 
Some did not give any information in their responses and three 
refused to reply at alL . 

The Code of Practice was introduced in 1994 when tbe 
Government resisted rails for a Freedom of Information Act- 


Ul raifliWi wwi a - 7 , . — 

Press Gazette reported that those organisations which showed 
ice included the Foreign Office, the Department of the 


good practice mwuuw u»«= wmp “* —~tr~ •— — ■■ -- — 

Envi ronmen t, Oftel and the Department of Trade and industry 
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Clouds over sunshine in a tofte 


Prozac, the aati-depresstVetirug-bfrea de&cpSbed as “sunshine in a 
bottle”, can take its tofl^pti users’ publishedin 
the US has claimed. The downside to taking Prozac and other 
SSRIs (selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors) can be a dramatic 
' loss of libido, say the’authois of a study published in Primary ; 
PSychiatiy. .. 

Conventional medical wisdom has long held that users of SSRIs 
axe less prone to side-effects than those who use other forms of 
anti-depressants. But the US researchers say that between 40 and' 
50 per cent of those taking Prozac and similar ami -depressants, 
including Zoloft, Paxil, ana Luvox, suffer from some sort of sexual 
dysfunction. “It is now a truth generally acknowledged that SSRIs 
cause sexual dysfunction more than any other class of anti- 


depressants," they write.? 
SSI 


>RIs are used by mfllions around the world. More than 12 
million prescriptions are written for them each year in Britain 
atone. - ... 


ATTENTION ALL PARENTS 








primary School 

LEAGUE TABLES 1997 


O n Tbesday, we publish the essential guide 
for parents to the first ever national league 
tables for primary schools. A special 
32-page Independent supplement, supported by RM, a 
leading supplier of IT in schools with almost 600,000 
pupils. Make sure you order your copy this weekend. 

V THE INDEPENDENT Rftv 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 

the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the fast half of 1996 


RADIO 3 CELEBRATES OUR CENTURY. 


sounding the 


c e n t u r y 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY, RADIO 3 IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF GREAT MUSIC. HIGHLIGHTING 
THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VITALITY AND RANGE OF THE 20TH CENTURY, ‘SOUND1NGTHE CENTURY’ 
CONTINUES WfTH MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS CONDUCTING DEBUSSY. MONDAY MARCH 10TH AT 7.30PM. ON RADIO 3 
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TV advertisements are Winning 
awards, but not from the viewers 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Sex, Satan and an advertisement 
that has been smothered with 
industry awards dominated. the 
top ten most complained-about 
television commercials in 1996. 

The Blackcurrant Tango soft- 
drink advertisement, featuring 
the xenophobic spokesman Roy 
Gardner who challenges a 
French schoolboy 10 a . fig ht be- 
cause he doesn’t like blackcur- 
rants, made the Independent 
Television Commission’s annu- 
al top ten with 68 comp lain re 
Earlier this week the same ad- 
vertisement was named “ad of 
the year" in the prestigious 
Creative Circle awards and has 
received similar accolades from 
industry magazines, like Mar- 
keting Hfee/c. 

Viewers’ complaints that the 
commercial would encourage v> 
olence to foreigners were dis- 
missed by the ITC on the 
grounds that with characters like 
All Garnett and Basil Fawlty 
Britain had a proud tradition erf 
xenophobic humour. 

HHCL & Partners, the ad- 
vertising agency that made the 
Tango advertisement, made ft 
into the top ten with another 
commerriaJ for Martini. This 
featured a quiz show called 
“Gel a New Rice" offering cos- 
metic surgery to contestants so 
they could be good-looking 
enough to drink Martini. Some 
viewers thought the advertise- 
ment hurtful to those with facial 
disfigurements, and in bad taste. 

“You have a young group 
who are getting more extreme 
in what they find amusing,” 
says Rupert Howell, managing 
partner of HHCL. And, he be- 
li eves that many who complain 
deserve to be offended. 

Satanic imagery featured in 
three of the top ten. The sec- 
ond most complained-about 
commercial was for the Nissan 
Micra. Viewers thought it was' 
promoting the black -arts by- 
showing a girl slicking pins in a 
voodoo image of her boyfriend 
who had borrowed her Micra, 
Many of the 126 viewers who 




complained were convinced it 
wouki encourage children io ex-; 
pernnent.wiiii voodoo while-;. 

. others though, it offensive to 
Christianity. ' “• 

; Third on theWacklist came. 

- Nike’s Euro 96. commercial 
feanrrrogfooftjalFplaying beasts': 

• on a fiery pitch - 121 viewers • 
were worriedby the satardc: imr . 
agety usedand thougfrtit would .. 
7 scare children. 

Similarly satanic was an ad- ' 
vertisement for the soft drink. 
Jm Bru. It got into the top ten. - 
because it featured a boy with 
horns and glowing eyes. 

Sex also prompted! the moral 

- Juniority to pick up their pens. 
An advertisement -for Hedex 
painkillers showed a woman - 
“getting ni . the mood” - after 

- previously turning -down her 
man - tbanks-to Hedex curing 

-:hCT headache. After reoeivnig73_. 

. complaints the ITC thought ' 
the commercial too explicit and 
_moved.it to after the 9pm wa- 
tershed There ( tvas a simil ar 
problem with {m'advett fev- Ad- 
diction perfume wherea couple 
undressed each other. - too 
much for 83 viewers. 

. The most complained about - 
advertisement of all was for a 
special Coronation Street video - • 
promoted by Granada as “only 
on video" in January 1995 - 
60(1000 copies were sold Three 
months later the episode was 
sbowD on tekviscsL The ETC re- 
ceived ‘262 complaints but 
Granada received over 3,000 and 
was forced to apologise and 
give complainants a free Coro- 
nation Street book. 

' Virginia Lee, the ITC’s . 
Spokeswoman on advertising, 
says there is. a steady increase ' 
every year in the number of - . 
complaints about television ad- 
vertisements, but she doesn't be- - 
lieve it means that advertising 
agencies are trying to push 
against the boundaries of taste: 
“Just from the first two months 
' of 1 997 1 can tefl well have even 
more complaints this year. I 
think its a function of people 
starting to understand that they 
. can complain about all sorts of 1 
things." I 


eaves a bad taste 
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Tango's advert (main picture) a 
Mike’s (above) made the top ten on the viewers’ blacklist 
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artini’s commercial (above) was 
judged upsetting to those with facial disfigurements 


Murder case nanny seeks bail 


Louise Woodward: Accused of Rifting a baby in her care 


David Usbome 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Louise Woodward the British 
nanny , accused of killing a 
nme-month-old-boy in her care 
In the United States, appeared 
in court late yesterday and 
was expected to dead innocent 
to a charge of first-degree 
.murder. 

Her appearance at Middle- 
sex County Court in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, followed 
the h anding down from a grand 
jury on Wednesday of the first- 
degree indictment The charge 
is the most severe possible and 


Miss Woodward faces life in 
prison without the possibility of 
parole if convicted. 

Defence lawyers were also 
expected last night to ask the 
judge to grant bail in the case. 
Miss Woodward has been held 
for the past three weeks at a 
county jafl in Framingham, out- 
side Boston. 

Miss Woodward, who is from 
Chester, came to the US in June 
to work as a nanny after taking 
her A-levels. She was arrested 
last month after the boy, 
Matthew Happen, was admitted 
to hospital apparently suffering 
from “shaken-baby syndrome.” 


He died on 9 February after 
five days on life support 

The parents of the victim, 
Deborah and Sunil Happen, 
who are both doctors in Boston, 
have publicly asked that ball be 
denied. 

Religious and civic leaders of 
Upscale Newton. Massachu- 
setts, where the Eappens live, 
have urged that Miss Woodward 
be released pending trial. 

An autopsy indicated that 
Matthew had died from being 
shaken violently at the Happen 
home on 5 February. A two- 
and-a-half-inch skull fracture 
suggested the child's bead had 


also been struck against a sol- 
id object. Miss Woodward has 
told police she gently shook the 
child while bathing him and may 
have tossed him into some tow- 
els on the floor. 

By asking for the first-degree 
charge, the grand jury signalled 
that it believes that Miss Wood- 
ward bad acted with premedi- 
tation or with extreme atrocity 
and cruelty. 

The defence team, from the 
Boston few offices of Sflverglate 
& Good is expected to argue 
that Miss Woodward may not 
have been alooc in having con- 
tact with the infant when the in- 


juries occurred. In a letter to a 
local newspaper, the firm said 
it had evidence showing that 
Miss Woodward was “not the 
only person with access to the 
infant who could have inflicted 
an injury.” 

The firm has not elaborated 
on this claim. 

However, it is thought that 
Matthew's two-year-old broth- 
er, Brendan, was in the Eappen 
house on thaL day. Any impli- 
cation of Brendan in the death 
has been dismissed by Mrs 
Eappen. “No two-year-old 
could inflict that kind’ of trau- 
ma," she said 


Security 
conscious 
Whitehall 
falls foul 
of thieves 

Barrie Clement 


Going to a car boot sale this 
weekend? It might he as well to 
look out for the increasingly 
popular designer label: “Prop- 
erty of HM Government". 

Whitehall seems to be suffer- 
ing from a crime wave of its own 
over the past year with anything 
portable vulnerable to illicit re- 
moval. Perhaps most embar- 
rassing - and worrying for the 
security services- was the “theft 
or loss" of computer equipment 
from the Cabinet Office. 

The Ministry of Defence Pol- 
icy Agency, however, may also 
feel slightly shamefaced about the 

10 truncheons purloined from the 
department together with several 
sets of handcuffs. Perhaps those 
with unusual sexual interests 
may find them of use. 

At the Home Office, 
presided over by Michael 
Howard, celebrated for his “get 
tough" policy towards criminals, 
officials seem to have mislaid 
five vehicles, said to be worth 
£47,200. It is the more unfor- 
tunate because the Home Of- 
fice has recently embarked on 
a campaign against car crime. 

Even the Crcwvn Prosecu- 
tion Service has not been spared 
the attentions of footpads and 
ne’er do wells. It has suffered 

1 1 separate thefts of “personal 
and office items" and the cere- 
bral Serious Fraud Office, ap- 
parently used to tracking down 
big-lime criminals with brains, 
has been unable to trace the 
thief who has struck twice. 

The Inland Revenue, to 
whom we entrust the efficient 
regulation of our tax affairs, 
seems to have “lost" £460,000 
worth of equipment and the 
Treasury, so parsimonious when 
it comes to spending money, has 
parted with nearly £800.000 in 
stolen goods. 

Ian McCartney. Labour's 
chief employment spokesman, 
says government departments 
have been deprived of equip- 
ment worth £6min the past 
year, none of which can be ac- 
counted for. 

Mr McCartney, who un- 
earthed the figure in Parlia- 
mentary Questions, said: “It is 
appalling that ministerial in- 
competence is allowing millions 
of pounds worth of government 
equipment to literally disap- 
pear. Small losses may be ex- 
pected in any organisation, but 
when such huge amounts of 
equipment go missing, there is 
serious cause for concern." 

One of the more interest- 
ing items bool fair aficionados 
may encounter is the nose- 
cone of an aeroplane worth 
£35.849 removed from the Roy- 
al Air Force Maintenance 
Group Defence Agency. 


SPECIAL ADVANCE PREVIEWS TOMORROW 
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E N GLISH PATIENT 


In memory, love lives forever. 
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Your local, friendly bobbies on the beat 


Yard launches inquiry after unauthorised 

publication of 'intimidating' photographs 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Scotland Yard has launched 
an internal inquiry into the 
publication of a photograph 
showing an armed police boat 
patrol which critics have con- 
demned as “macho postur- 
ing" and deliberately 
intimidating. 

The photograph of a new 
maritime unit includes six 
specialist firearms officers 
clad in goggles and helmets 
totting automatic machine 
guns. None of the armed offi- 
cers are members of the unit. 
It was taken on behalf of the 
boat squad and published on 
the front page of a yesterday’s 
Police Review magazine. 

Senior officers at the Met- 
ropolitan Police, including Sir 
Paul Condon, the Commis- 
sioner, are understood to be 
extremely angry about the 
publication, which was not 
authorised by the Scotland 
Yard headquarters. They be- 
lieve it gives a false and dam- 
aging impression of the 
Metropolitan Pblice. 

But a monitoring group 
and a London MP last night 
accused Scotland Yard of 
macho behaviour and said the 
picture created an image of a 
police state. 

The photograph was used 
to illustrate a feature about 
the four-man unit based on 
the River Thames. Officers 
have specialist training in the 
use of rigid inflatable boats, 
surveillance and abseiling 


Part cvf the force’s Thames 
division, the ^pplng-based 
team, will be employed an 
normal river-based policing 
activities, such as search and 
rescue operations, but will 
have an additional role trans- 
porting and assisting officers 
from other specialist units, 
training regularly with the 
force's SO 19 firearms teams. 

lnsp Michael Burke, head 
of the Maritime Special Op- 
erations team, wrote an arti- 
cle for the magazine and 
according to Scotland Yard 
provided the photographs. ' 
The internal inquiry will 
examine why police head- 
quarters was not informed 
about the article or the con- 
tents of the photograph, 
which are seen as damaging 
to the force's image. A 
spokesman said: "There are a 
lot of questions to be asked. 
The image of the Metropoli- 
tan police is of police officers 
in helmets walking the beau” 
But Tony Banka, Labour 
MP for Newham North West, 
said: "Gradually we are slip- 
ping into a police state where 
officers with visible guns is 
becoming the norm. 

“I find it very scary and to- 
tally unnecessary to have this 
kind of macho posturing.” 

Gilly Mundy, project work- 
er of the Newham Monitoring 
Project, a police monitoring 
group in London, added: 
"Either this is a bad PR 
mistake or the police are 
deliberately using this image 
to intimidate people”. 



-let*-, . -*** : 


River watch: The controverete^roiitcover of the “Police Review’ magazine showing London’s river police dressed in what took like paramilitary uniforms 



TWO EASY WAYS" 
TO BUY A MOBILE 


FREE CALLS 

FOR LIFE 

WITH EVERY 

CELLNET DIGITAL PHONE 


TTssimple! Dixons wm 
give you from *5 of calls 
FREE every month for life, 
whichever rental option 
you choose, on any 
Cellnet Digital Phone. 

^ THE DIXO NS, 

MOBILE PHONE 

PROMISE 

We take the confusion, hassle 
and complication out of buying 
a mobile phone! 

0 DIXONS PRICE PROMISE 

Find exactly the same package cheaper 
locally within 7 days and well refund 
the difference. 

O IMPARTIAL ADVICE 

O ONLY 12 MONTHS 
CONTRACT 

O SIMPLE CONTRACTS 

With no disconnection fee and only 30 
days notice at the end of the contract 

O OPTIONAL MOBILE 
PHONE COVER 

Protect your phone against theft, 
accidental damage and breakdown. 

• 14-DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

A SK in-store for full details. 


LOW MONTHLY RENTAL 


CBXNET OCCASIONAL 
CALLER PLUS TARIFF IS 
JUST £T7.50 PER MONTH 
WITH £5 OF FREE CALLS 
INCLUDED EVERY MONTH 
FOR LIFE! 

• Adcfitiona! calls are just 12p per rrwxrte 
off-peak and 4Qp per minute peak. 

• Available on any of our Celnet Digital 
phones, choose from over 10 models 


NOKIA 

MOBILE PHONE 

s Up to 210 minutes taktime/ 
tlO hours stanctoy time. 

• Up to 199 alphanumeric memories. 

• AhSty to send and receive text 
messages. 

Dixons Deal 
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P1JUS CONNECTION £3500 


ONE YEAR PACKAGE 


PACKAGE AYAH-ABLE ON ANY 
CELLNET DKHTAL PHONE, 
WITH PRICES STARTING AT 
JUST £19099 

YOU GET: 

• Handset • Connection. 

• 12 months fine rental on Celnet Occasional 
Caller Plus tariff. 

• £5 of free cafe every month included. 

5% SAViNQ ON EVERY CALL YOU MAKE 

Additional cals cost Tip per minute off-peak, 
38p per minute peak 

Panasonic G 35 o 

MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 80 minutes talktime/ 

18 hours standby time. 

e 50 name and number memory. 

• Cafier cfispJay - see who’s calfing 

before you answer. 

• Security lock funetton 

PACKAGE PRICE 

£ 199 . 99 ’ 

Includes phone, correction end 8 months Ene rental 
t When you connect lo CeSnet Digital. Subject id status. 
Ask about tv range of tariffs, pncea and terns 
Wien c om pared IB monthly rental of gft50 plus £35 
connection fee and cost of phana 





CALLS FROM 
cellnet ONLY 12p PER 
MINUTE 


cf I g i t a I 


Improved caB clarity and privacy - 
no eavesdropping. 

Per-second biffing. • Caller ID. 

Use in over 50 countries worldwide. 


Dixons 
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HIV doctor put 
L700 women 



Amabel Ftarriman 


More than 1,700 women may 
have been exposed to die risk 
of HTV infection from a junior 
doctor working in obstetrics 
and gynaecology from February 
1991 until January this year. 

The doctor, who worked at 
four hospitals in Essex, East 
London and Gloucestershire, 
discovered their HIV status in 
February and notified the hos- 
pitals concerned. The sex of the 
doctor has not been revealed. 

Four health authorities - 
Redbridge and Waltham Forest, 
South Essex, Barking and 
Havering and Gloucestershire 
- trawled the records of 50,000 
women patients over the past 
two weeks and found that 1,752 
women may have been exposed 
during a variety of operations. 
Yesterday, they sent out letters 
by courier to all the women in- 
volved, offering them advice, 
counselling and HIV testing, if 
appropriate. 

Dr Georgia Duckworth, Re- 
gional Epidemiologic for North 
Thames, said: "Women will be 


concerned to hear tiusnews, but 
I do want to say to them that the 
risk of infection realty is veiy 
smalL We are contacting pa- 
tients who have had what are 
known as ‘exposure-prone pro- 
ce (hires’ such as major cynae- . 
cologlcal operations like hyster- 
ectomies or Caesarian deliver- 
ies, but on the evidence of pre- 
vious exercises we would not 
expect to find any cases of the 
infection having been passed on. 
Parents do not need to be con- 
ceraed about risks to babies / 
born in any of the hospitals, : 

The hospitals and periods 
during which the doctorwaseiiH 
ployed, are: Gloucestershire .' 
Royal, Gloucester (February 
1991 to October 1993); King 
George, Redbridge (August 
1993 to February 1995); 
Whipps Cross, Waltham Forest 
(March 1995 to February 1996 
and April 1996 to January 1997) 
and Southend (March 1996 to 
October 1996). Duplication of 
dates is due to part-time work. 

There have only been two re- 
ported incidents where HIV-in- 
fected health care workers have 


transmitted the virus to pa- 
tients. One, the. case of the 
Florida dentist, involved trans- 
mission to six patients, and a re- 
cent report of a French ortho- 
paedic surgeon involved trans- 
mission to one patient 

Around the world retro- 
spective studies of more than 
22,000. patients of HIV-infect- 
ed health care workers -have 
failed to show any evidence of 
transmission. There have. been 
sixretrospective exercises in the : 
UK, involving about 4,500 pa- 
tients, and none of those test- 
ed was found to be infected. 

Dr Noel Gill, consultant epi- 
demiologist at the Public Health 
Laboratory Servicesaid; "Al- 
though the risk is small, it is too 
early to stop undertaking*; noti- 
fications in cases like this.” 

A helpline for patients from', 
the London and Essex areas has 
been established on 0800 146 
271. Patients from Gloucester- 
shire can ring 0800 146091. 
General infonnkion about HIV ■ 
infection and Aids can be ob- 1 
tained from the National Aids 
Helpline on 0800 567123. . . . 



court challenge 
overarms 



Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


lan Lang, President of the 
Board of Unde, is to face the 
first legal challenge over li- 
censing the export of UK-man- 
ufactured armoured vehicles 
and water cannon to the re- 
pressive regime in Indonesia. 

Tapol (the Indonesian Hu- 
man Rights Campaign), the 
Campaign Against Anns Trade 
and the World Development 
Movement have photographic 
evidence and video evidence 
they say proves that the British 
governmen t is breaking its own 
policies on arms export and 
human rights by giving the 
go-ahead to the exports. 

The Department of Trade, 
and Industry disclosed on 9 
December last year that it had 
issued licences to the Coventiy- 
based finn AMs for 50 Scorpi- 
on armoured vehicles and to. 
Procurement Services Interna- 
tional Limited for a variety of 
police vehicles, including water 
cannon. It was revealed in a par- 
liamentary answer on 23 Janu- 
ary that the latter licence covers 
more than 300 armoured vebi-' 
cles made by Southampton-, 
based Glover Webb. 

A letter-last month from the 


organisations’ solicitor, Stephen 
Grosz, ro Mr Lang highlighted 
an incident in April, when the 
Indonesian army used British- 
made armoured vehicles to dis- 
perse a student demonstration. 
Three students "were killed. 

In June, security forces 
sprayed liquid from a British- 
manufactured armoured vehi- 
cle during a pro-democracy 
demonstration. Mr Grosz has 
been advised that the chemical 
is likely to have been CS gas. 

Government policy, set out in 
a consultative docninexrt fol- 
lowing the Scott arms-for-Iraq 
inquiry, isTo avoid Contribut- 
ing to internal repression and 
instability, fandj.... to. avoid 
contributing to human rights 
abuses". Jeremy. Hanley, the 
Foreign- Office Minister of 
State, said in an answer last Oc- 
tober that fee use of water 
cannon to stop peaceful demon- 
strations was "totally unac- 
ceptable", adding- 
unacceptable to use chemicals 
or dyeswife the water Cannon." 

Tne three organisations gave 
Mr Lang.' a month to avoid the 
prospect of legal' action by 
agreeing to withdraw the li- 
cences. The deadline expired at. 
5pm yesterday and the -groups 
will apply for-a judicial review. 


Unrest 
in car 
industry 
escalates 


Banio Clement 

Labour Editor 


•1 
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The. threat of damaging pre- 
election walk-outs in. the motor 
industry grew "yesterday as 
Rover workers began .rating in 
a strike ballot arid onion officials 
warnedof fee*ipevftabflity T ' of 
an all-out stoppage at Peugeot. 

At Rover's Longb ridge plant 
2,000 workers have been told a 
plan to invest £lbn at the com-: 
piexcould te withdrawn if they 
take industrial action. Against 
union, advice, employees who 
make tbe 400-series car sought 
arid woiT a strike ballot in 
protest s t plans tci change shift 
patterns. Labour Baity leaden 
are keeping an eye on unre& in 
the industry for fear '.of the 
Tories’ making capital of it. 
Rover workers voted against 
the shift changes last year in a 
ballot held by thecompany but 
now management insists fee 
new arrangements go -ahead. 
Rover says fee system, wliich 
will mean lower pay, is needed 
because too many vehicles are 
being produced. 1 
^eugemwotfcer^in Ccrjt n- 
try, are protesting about longer , 
shiftfrand an alleged refusal by 
management 10 negotiate sen- 
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THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 
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COMPAQ 

120MHz Pentium Processor. 

\ 6Mb EDO RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk 
Six speed multimedia. Wavetable 
sound card and speakers. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem and 
speaker phone. 7 software titles. 
Was £1399. 
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LOW PRICE PROMISE 

APRICOT 


133MHz Pentium Processor. 
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SCANNER 

Hewlett Packard ScanJet 5P. 

The latest technology in Flatbed true 
colour scanning. SOI interfaces 
give amazingly fast scan ... — 
speeds, combined 
with the superlative software " 
bundles. Available in IBM 
and Macintosh formats. ••• 


SAVE *5 £150 


Intel Pentium* OverDrive 
Processor with MMX" 
Technology. 

Tale your existing 75MHz and 90MHz 
I Pentium* up to 125MHz and 150MH; 
respedwefy with. MMX" Technology. 
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Also available - 
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PC & PRINTER 
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PACKARD BELL 

133MHz Pentium PC 

16Mb RAM. 1. 2Gb hard disk 14' SVGA 
monitor. Six speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of software/ 

\pl 5H Canon Colour Inkjet Printer. 

720 x 360 DPI resolution (black and colour). 
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news 


Public health: Outbreaks of sickness pinned on poor cleanliness as more hit by water bug 

Water alert 
leaves four 
in hospital 



Charles Arflwr 

Science. Editor 


Abattoir hygiene will be, ?vig- 
orousiy criticised^ in the immi- 
nent reporton last November’s 
E.coli 0157 outbreak hi 
Lanarkshire, which; killed 18 
people. The Independent has 
learnt. 

A senior Scottish health sd 
entist who has provided key 
data to help "track down;' the 
source of the contamination, 
said that the forthcoming report 
wfl] “deal with abattoir hygiene 
very vigorously”, and added: “If 
hygiene standards in abattoirs 
were satisfactory, then you 
wouldn’t get E.coli outbreaks. 9 

The comments by BiB -Reil- 
ly, assistant director ofthe Scot- 
tish Centre for Infection and 
Environmental Healthin Glas- 
gow, will add weight to those 
who suspect that lives might 
have been -saved if a contro- 
versial report. Red. Meat, on hy- 
giene standards in British 
abattoirs had not' been sup^ 
pressed and then watered down 
by the Government 

Meanwhile,; John Major, 
continued to try. and damp 
down the internal Whitehall row 
over the suppression of the 
report bysaymgthat jtwaslh- 
dicrous" to suggest that senior 
ministers -were, at .'each others’ 
throats over- the fact that the 
Scottish Office had said it only 
received a copy of the full 
repon onThureaay^ . , • ' 

. The first, L 54-page ^veKiou 
was finished pn .14. December 


1995, and; contained numer- 
ous a i tici apffi and evaluations 
of abattoirs* 'practices. A final 
28-page vefsjpnwas issued in 
June 1996(0 setectetf in-.' 
dusttyorgdh^ 

officially deferred . to^gi -any. 
public gcrrerittr^doauwmL - 
Professtir Hugh Pennington, 
whos working onafciafreport 


into the Lanarkshire E.coU out- 
break, which centred on a sin- 
gle butcher's- shop, also said 
yesterday that it was now “very 
important” that he was given the 
eaffet draft reports of the Meat 
Hygiene Service’s survey of 
abattoirs. 

“I have only seen the final re- 
port, which one might have to 
say, has an element of sanitLsa- 
tion about it,” he said.. “It 
doesn’t have raw data or num- 
bers or percentages -it has giv- 
en rather general descriptions.” 

The Scottish Office said that 
Professor Pennington would be 
given full access to the reports. 

Mr Reilly, who has not yet 
seen the report, masted that im- 
proving hygiene standards 
could have an imme diate effect 
on preventing wide-scale E.coH 
0157 infection. “When we have 
outbreaks, as opposed to spo- 
radic cases, meat features m it," 
be said. Tf the initial vehicle of 
infection was raw meat, it’s 
possible that the abattoir would 
be the source/* 

. But it can take two to three 
weeks for people to become ill 
from abattoir-infected meat -by 
which time no .trace may remain 
at the source. - 
The Lanarkshire outbreak 
was the- second .worst case of 
ELcpti poisoning m the world. 
An outbreak m Canada killed 
19pensionersmanursinghome 
v inJ985. . . J . 

Mzcdi^sl Fos^fd^&eoretary.of 
State for Scotland, showed his 
displeasure over the affair when 
fie told BBC Radio 4's Today 
that be would have 
to have seen the. report 
In the ConimOns on Thurs- 
day, Mr Major told Tbny Blair 
•that there were “huge numbers 
of such-woriting documents 
every year. If they all came to 
zdizpstersfor ministers to read 
every one, nothing else would 5 
be done." 



N TOMORROW’S 


Five sections for the 
very best in news, 
features, sport, city 
and business, travel, 
property, and money 


Nicole Veasb 


Four elderly people are being 
irealed in hospital after drink- 
ing water contaminated with the 
microscopic parasite cryp- 
losporidium, six days after warn- 
ing notices were issued to nearly 
a million people. 

More than a hundred people 
are now suffering severe stom- 
ach sickness and diarrhoea, in 
one of the worst outbreaks of 
water-borne infection to hit 
the South-east in the past five 
years. Bui sources investigating 
the crisis say they are now hop- 
ing a “plateau affect” will kick 
in and reduce the number of 
cases, presently rising daily. 

French-owned Three Valleys 
Water issued a “boil water” 
warning to homes in west Hert- 
fordshire. north-west London 
and Bedfordshire, after a num- 
ber of people contracted cryp- 
losporidiosis. The infection, 
which causes severe diarrhoea 
lasting up to three weeks, is po- 
tentially fatal for children and 
people with deficient immune 
systems, such as the elderly. 

A spokesman for Bedford- 
shire Health Authority said: 
“'We decided to hospitalise four 
elderly people because we are 
aware that the illness can cause 
severe distress and possible 
death, in the weak and frail. 

“However, I am pleased to 


say that the four are currently 
in* a stable condition and re- 
sponding well to treatment." 

Cryptosporidium, which has 
between a seven and 10-day in- 
cubation period, causes 4,000 
cases in Britain each year. 
Belonging to a group of proto- 
zoa, it occurs naturally in the 
dung of farm animals, which can 
be washed from agricultural 
land into nearby rivers. 

It is normally spread through 
contaminated water or contact 
with an infected person, but un- 
pasteurised milk and offal also 
carry risks. 

Frank Fitzpatrick, commu- 
nication manager for Three 
Valievs, said: “We are leaving no 
stone unturned in order to find 
the origin of this problem, if in- 
deed it is related to the water 
supply." 

The company - which is cur- 
rently spending £40,000 a day on 
increased sampling - is supply- 
ing local schools and hospitals 
with bottled water. 

Independent inspectors from 
the Government Drinking Wa- 
ter are carrying a detailed in- 
vestigation into the outbreak. 

If they decide the company 
has been negligent in its treat- 
ment of the water supply then 
Three Valleys may face prose- 
cution and the prospect of pay- 
ing thousands of pounds in 
compensation. 
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Mystery stomach bug 
forces school to dose 


Sarah Onions 


A microscopic view of IJie Ecoff bacterium. 


Public health officials were last 
night investigating an outbreak 
of a stomach illness which has 
affected nearly 60 young chil- 
dren and forced the temporary 
closure of their school. 

Parents of children at the St 
Mary’s and St Peter's Church of 
England Junior School in led- 
dington. in south-west Lon- 
don, were told of the closure by 
telephone. Fifty eight children, 
almost a quarter of the school's 
pupils, have suffered vomiting 
and stomach ache. 

The Environmental Health 
team at Richmond Borough 


Council has been carrying out 
tests at the school, along with 
the local public health depart- 
ment from the Kingston and 
Richmond Health Authority. 

Dr Pauline Langridge said 
tests had been carried out by the 
Environmental Health officers 
on toilets and kitchens, which 
proved clear. She confirmed the 
Thames Water company had 
examined the water supply. 

“The initial tests by Thames 
Winer are fine, although they 
still have to complete some 
tests." said Dr Langridge. The 
doctor ruled out food poison- 
ing, as half the children affect- 
ed had brought packed lunches. 


THE BOMB THAT 
ROCKED AMERICA 

Later this month, 
Timothy McVeigh goes 
on trial accused of 
the Oklahoma City 
bombing. John Carlin 
tells his story 

PLUS: 

KING OF THE 
BLOCKBUSTER 

Marianne Macdonald 
meets millionaire novelist 
Wilbur Smith 

WHITE HOUSE 
SPICE GIRL 

The babe-ification of 
Chelsea Clinton 

ROLL UFb ROLL UP 

A survivor's guide to 
Britain's theme parks 

I’M TOO SEXY 
FOR THE SOUP 

Are today's trendy 
waiters better dressed 
than the punters? 

GOING FOR GOLD 

Everything you need to 
know about next week's 
Cheltenham Festival 

THE SUNDAY 
PREVIEW 

Full seven-day terrestrial 
and satellite TV listings 
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First rime buyer? Moring.home?S\virchingfrom another lender? 

Then get ready rp enjoy a huge cashback. 

Because, with this mortgage* weTl return 6% of your initial loan to you. 

All you have to do is take out our Supercover Special buildings and 
con rents insurance/ 

Then simply decide how to spend your cashback when the cheque arrives 
fourteen days or so after completion. s 

Sounds hard to beat? It is. . 

And so are the range of fixed rate and discounted mortgages we also have available. 

For full details telephone our Mortgage Hotline free any time between 9am and 5pm Monday 
to Friday, or from 10am to 3pm weekends. 

NORTHERN ROCK 



0800 591 500 


Ntnihcrn Riwfc Buildup: SmicIt. Principal Office: Northern Rock House. Gmliinh. Ne*cj«Ic np-n Tyn<? Nf. * 4HU 
f.rjr.enc- throughout the UK. Pk-»« vaneoli Yellow PJfies 

. YOUR HOME iS AT RISK-IF YiDU 00 NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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FREE SOFTWARE 
Worth £14.99 

lor every reader of 
The Independent 





Is the truth really out there? 

The Unexplained 1 is part of the highly acclaimed 
‘Know Your Stuff Series including Shakespeare, Passing Your Exams 
and Kings & Queens. The Unexplained will give you a deeper 
knowledge of the fascinating world of unresolved phenomena. 

For more information why not ring our j tNFOUNE ’? 
0891 227333 catts charged at SOp par minute at afl times 


As a reader of The Independent you are 
entitled to a fully working, boxed copy of 
The Unexplained’ worth £1 4.99, FREE OF 
CHARGE. In fact all you have to do to 
guarantee your copy is cover the cost of 
postage and packing. 


This mum-media PC CO-ROM contains an extensive reference 
secOon phis a fun qdz Dnkad to a tutorial. TTw software uriH 
assess your knowledge via (fie qufrand gtes you a rating from 
norics to expert. An ingenious personal tutorial v?S be created lor 
you to buIW your knowledge. How you can take the quiz again to 
sae how much more you know. 

FREE SOFTWARE! 

As an Independent renter you can claim tWs software pack 

FREE OF CHARGE 



Uncover toe fads 
about these mysteries; 


ESP 


The Supernatural 


Pyschokinetics ypg, s 

...and much much more 


Alien Abductions 

Spontaneous combustion 

Unnatural Creatures 


Why not visit our 
Web Site? 

http://10outof10.com 


To secure your FREE copy simply fill in the iorm below and post it to: The Unexplained Offer - Troydale Mills, Troydale Lane.. Leeds t$26 9LD 


MINIMUM 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Any PC with at least 
8Mb memory running 
■ Windows 3.1 1V or 
Windows 95 :y . 


TWs voucher enfilies me to one free copy of The Unexplained' (r.r.p. £14.99). I understand that in order 
to receive my copy I have to cover the £1.95 cost of po&ageand packing. 


Name 

Address 


Tefc 


Gods; 


. . rnmnimm 

Enclosed is my Cheqoe/RO. for £L95, made payable ta 10 outoflO Traptate IBs, foytele Lae, Leads IS8 9111 
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news 


Schizophrenia crisis: Council blamed over care in the community killer as school attacker is sentenced 



led to a 


Martin Mursell: Inquiry said ‘his treatment was very tacking ... They let him down 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A schizophrenic who killed his 
stepfather and left his mother 
for dead bad been failed by care 
professionals in a “fundamen- 
tal and depressing” way. 

In one of the most damning 
reports ever into a care in the 
community killin g, an inquiry 
team listed a catalogue of fail- 
ures both on a human and 
org anisati onal level which led to 
a near-double tragedy. 

Martin MurseD, cared for by 
Camden and Islington Health 
Authority and Islington social 
services, attempted to kill his 
mother Mary Collins and fatally 
stabbed his stepfather, Joe 
Collins, in a frenzied attack. 

MurseD, 28, was jailed for life 
last year at the Old Bailey. He 
is now in Ramp ton hospital in 
Nottinghamshire. 


4 1 lost my 
husband and I 
lost my son. It is 
not enough to 
say that no one 
can beheld 
responsible 9 


Mary Coffins: Her husband Joseph was killed by her son 


The incident took place in are not being learnt at all,” said 
Octoberl994, eight months af- tbecfaainnan of the inquiry, Lat- 
ter Camden and Islington re- coin Crawford QC. “Since Qu- 
ported on Christopher Quiiis, nis one would have expected by 
who lolled Jonathan Zito. “It now people would be more 
saddens me to say the lessons diligent”. 
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And despite internal ■ m- 
quiries by both heahh and so- 
oal services no disciplinary 
action has yet been takes; 

against any member of staff. 

Mursell, a . diagnosed para- 
noid schizophrenic with a his- 
tory of - violence-. ’ had - ' been 
hospitalised ax times but on the 

last time his' discharge •was. 
“woefully inadequate”, the re- 
port said. He had referred him- 
self to the Whittington Hospital, 
north London, bat after two 
weeks was told to leave because 
the doctors said they could not 

WhihFcared for in the com- 
munity, housing, social services 
and health agencies “didn’t 
seem to be talking to each, oth- 
er” said Mr Crawford. Mursell 
had difficulty getting accom- 
modation, moving in between 
bed and breakfasts and his 
mothers homeland for long pe- 
riods he did not even have an 
allocated social worker. 

When he did have a social 
worker it was one who was not 
[ trained to deal with mental 
health. The inquiry was “struck 
by the inexperience”’ of staff and 
a supervisor said the case was 
“too much for [her] to handle”. 

Mursell 's mother, Mrs 
Collins, repeatedly asked for 
help but her comments “feS on 
deaf ears” and she was left 
bearing the brunt of the re- 


sponsibility. The inquiry con- 
cluded: “Despite Mis Coflins s 
cry for help when she tele- 
ptoned the duty sodalworker, 
vaylittJe notice was given to her 
concerns.” . 

. 3 *H&treatmentwasvesylask- 
ing,” said.Mr Crawford- “The 
failures were fundamental and 
deptssang. lt was in ny view a 
faflure by all the professionals 
involved' with Martin Mursell. 
They let him down.” 

Tne chairwoman of C a m - 
deir and Islington Health Au- 
- thooty, ' Sylvia Denman, said 
yesterday she had not rated out 
the possibility of resig ning but 
there had been a full-scale 
■.overhaalof care of the m e n tal ly 
31 over the last two years. 

The social services staff who 

cared for MmseU had all left the 

borough as bad most of the 
. health team. No disciplinary ac- 
tion had been taken but both 
departments promised a re- 
view in the light of the report. 

Mrs Collins said she was 
angry no one had been made 
responsible: “They say it’s short- 
age of beds or underfunding 
which is true but T came amass 
people who just didn’t care ... I 
lost 1 x 9 husband and I lost my 
son. It is not enough to say that 
no one can be held responsible 
... Yon can’t make derisions and 

walk away from them and make 
people suffer.” 
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Horrett Campbell, a paranoid 
schizophrenic, was sent to a 
secure mental hospital for an 
indefinite period yesterday for 
his horrific machete attack in an 
infant school playground. 

Mr Justice Sedley passed 
sentence on Campbell, 33, at 
Thesside Crown Court after he 
was found gu3 ty of seven coonts 
of attempted murder during a 
Tfeddy Beazif picnic at St Luke’s 
School in Wolverhampton, last 
July. 

Yesterday’s proceedinKfol- 
fowed the trial at Staffoid Grown 
Court in Deoanber when the 
jury heard how Campbell, ob- 
sessed with Thomas Hamilton, 
the Dunblane mass killer, 
walked to the school near his 
home m the Vflliers House tow- 
er block armed with a machete. 

His first victim was Wendy ■ 
WBKngtoo, 29, then he struck out 
at two other mothers, Azra 
Rafiq and Surinder Chopra, 

also both 29. Finally be attacked 
Ahmed Malek, three, and 
Rbena Chopra and Francesca 
Quintyne, both four, and also se- 
verely irqured Lisa Potts, a 21- 
year-old nursery nurse as she 
tried to protect the children. 

Mr Justice Setfley, after hear- . 
log a psychiatric repost that 
Camptedwas suffering from se- 
vere schizophrenia, said it was 
accepted to mental illness led 
to him carrying Out “these 
dreadful crimes”. 

“fa some ways it is a relief to 
know it was a profoundly sick 
and deluded individual, who 
committed these offences. Tb 
believe such an aa could be car- 
ried out by a sane person would 
shake behef in humanity!” 

The judge said anyonehear- 
ing the. proceedings would re- 
alise Campbell was “deranged". 

The attack stemmed from his 
delusion that the children were 
talking abouL him as he passed 
the school and tbat thexr moih- 
eiS bad giveiQ information to the 
police about him>- 
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indefinite period yesterday for perverted way as a kindred I 
his horrific machete attack man spirit”. Also, from the psychi-^ 
infant school playground. atric report, it was dear Camj^ t J 

Mr Justice Sedley passed bell hoped , his actions would : 
sentence on Campbell, 33, at hdp.escsc&e^ a “ghost” which he i 
Thesside Crown Court after he " had felt had been dominating ^ 
was found guSty of seven counts his life for a number of years. 1 
of attempted m order during a Psychiatrist Dr James Coflins 

■fed(tyBears? picnic at St Luke’s told the court that Campbell be- j 
School in Wolverhampton, last came increasingly isolated be- 
July. cause of his mental iQness and 
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lowed the trial .at Stafford Crown to do something dramatic to.; 
Court in December when die make a statement about the way i 

li«^l C ,T..n .L 1 J ’ 



Uorr^LCami^befl: Paranoid ; 

he sawhnxiself being treated for j 
so loqgijy local people". 

He saki Campbell was a great ; 
danger to the public and may ; 
never recover from bis illness. 

The judge said that nursery i 
nurse Usa Potts, who suffered 
serious fajuiy while trying to 
protea the children in her 
diarge, should receive- a bzav- 
ery award for her actions. ’’It is ■ 
beyond ddObt she. deserves 
some piiblfcrecQgntion.* ■' 

Miss Fobs, who was not in 
courtyesterday, ^latear described 
the senhmee as the "end^)f a 
nightmare”; ; , • ' i", . 
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The great partnership 
of Monet and money 
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Crowd-puller: La Pointa cfe la Heve Sainte-Adiesse being bung at the National Gallery for the Monet exhibition Photograph: John VOos 


It was the fridge magnets that did 
it for me. Of course you can get 
the Beach at Trouvitic on a 
computer mouse-mat. And the 
Bathers at Grenouiflm ou a mini- 
jigsaw. And the Water Lilies on 
everything: ceramic cufflinks, 
resin jewellery, and “styled cotton 
tops" at £40 a go. But you can get 
four Monet classics to add a bit 
of culture to the front of the 
Zanussi at just £10 for the set. 
Monet is back in town. Next 
Wednesday an exhibition of his 
work from 1864 to 1916 opens at 
the National Gallery in London, ft 
wtQ he a crowd-puller. The most 
famous of the French 
Impressionists always is. When the 
Royal Academy did its Monet in 
1991 some bSO’UOfl people passed 
through the doors in 94 days. 

More recently, for the Monet 
blockbuster at the Chicago Art 
Institute the punters began 
queuing at 4am. And when they 
got inside to marvel at the 
technique of the artist whose 
ambition was to paint “ibe 
envelope of air" around his 
subjects they found that there was 


Merchandise spin-offe 
catch the eye more 
than the art itself. 

Paul Vaflely reports 

not enough of the stuff inside the 
gallery - people began collapsing 
because they could not breathe. 
Monet is without a doubt the 
world’s most popular painter. But 
why? “He appeals on many levels: 
they are pretty pictures with 
gorgeous, sumptuous colours and 
yet with a technique which is quite 
challenging,'' Sarah Greenberg, 
deputy editor of the Art 
Newspaper, said. “He is exciting 
but also quite reassuring." He also 
reminds us of holidays in France, 
which is perhaps why artists 
Gilbert and George described him 
as “very nice middle-class an". 

But there may be something else. 
The level of merchandising is 
significant, the art critic Iain Gale 
says. Art which finds its way into 
people's homes has an iconic 
significance. “Most Victorian 
homes had a print of The Light of 


the World. Holman Hunt’s 
painting of Christ: it told visitors 
this was a religious household. 
Todav they have a Monet. It tells 
people you have the same taste - 
as people who can pay milli ons 
for the most expensive paintings 
in Lhe world." This Monet is the 
root of all consumerist evil. 
"Ninety per cent of people look 
at him on a very banal level. But 
art is not about prettiness, it’s 
about the human condition, it’s 
about pain and death." 

Today, merchandising perhaps 
speaks most directly to that 
condition. The laminated Beach 
at Trou\ iUe placemats confirm us 
as people of good taste. The top 
prices which museum shops 
charge reinforce our sense of 
moral and aesthetic superiority. 
The National Gallery's 
exhibition, being sponsored by 
Merrill Lynch, makes no 
admission charge. But then 
seeing the painongs may not be 
as important as buying the T- 
shirL The Monet's free but the 
kicks you have to pay for. Would 
you want it any other way? 



A senior social services manager 
was yesterday jailed fbr J8 years 
after being convicted of 15 
sexual assaults against children 
in care. 

Judge Huw Danfel told" 
Keith Laverock it was the most \ 
serious caseqfits Irind.thar he^ 
could remember and would; 
cause public ou trage? V ■ . ./ 1 ; : 

The 5?Jyear-bld Md. denfedV 
20 charges ofiema^ftssauit^ 


of more than 20 years as a ■ 
teacher and headmaster at ; 
children's homes in . Cheshire ' 
and Cambridgeshire- 

But the jury of eight woman 
and four men at Chester CVown 
Coun found him guilty of 15 of 
the charges- H of buggeay and 
four of indecent assault . 

Laverock stood with his head 
bowed in the dock as the judge 
passed sentence, many of his vicv 
tints listening behind him in the 

; L packed public gallery. 

The judge told him: “None of 
those young children you bug- 
gered consented to what hap- 
pened to them. They were 

• raped, many of them, by you . 

• - with violence and force.” 

He said there was little else 

• they could do, and they were hu- 

T : initialed by what happened to 

them. They bad. t olive with it 
for years, tooting it away, nying 
not to think of the appalling 
things yon did to them. 

‘'You made them go through ' 
the ordeal of having to recall 

■ what happened to them and suf- 
fer what many of them regard 

. - as public humiliation by having 
to go through the whole thing 
in public in giving evidence. 

“You abused your position of 
power, the position of trust in 
which you were, in the worst 

■ possible way. 


*Tftxi tookadrantage of dam- 
aged dukhan to satisfywhat can 
only be described is your per 
vetted luso, when yon knew that 
what these children wanted was 
love, aflectionand security.® 
Judge Daniel added: “you 
at every^g- 

“Ybq .wg^ cdtffid^t you 
opioid it because 

.the gstenr'wi^jSdyou to.get 



silence 

threats and sweet talk, confident 
In the knowledge that if these 
Ghfldrfcri did complain they 
would not be believed.” _ 

Laverock had behaved in 
this way in three separate es- 
tablishments, abash® both boys 
and girls,- the judge said. 

•Tt is worthy ctf note thatyoor 
career ofpaedopbffia, started die 
moment you became a master, 
the first j>ermanent appoint- 
ment you had at Greystohe 
Heath [approved school in War- 
rington. Cheshire] at the.age of 
21 or 22 and behaved that way 
until 3987ar thereabouts- a pe- 
riod in excess of 20 years." .- . 

The:judge said there had to 
be a deterrent dement so that 
all who had charge of the very 
young, and particularly the 
vulnerable would understand 
that such behaviour would not 
be tolerated. 

The judge said there had 
been three distinct periods of 
abuse at the three different 
children’s homes and there had ' 
to be consecutive jail sentences 
of six years on the- buggery 
charges relating to each home. 

As the judge ordered Laver- 
ack lb be taken down to the cells 
to begin his sentence there was 
spontaneous applause from his 
watching Victims. ; 


Hume warns 





* Paul Vaflely _ 

L' Modern society has became 
“morally desensitised" and is.ilF 
; equipped to handle the ethical 
T forM*** tbiriwmupbvthe.clo n rog 


of Dolly tbe sheep. Cardinal 
Basil Hume, leader of the 
Catholic Church in England, 
said yesterday. _ 

The Archbishop of West- 
: minster was speaking a day 
after the scientist who cloned a - 
sheep told a House of Com- 
mons select committee it would 
-be possible to clone a human 
being in “one or two y ears " 
“We must ad with extreme.^ 
caution, for bringing new life 
. mtothewxjrldistlrenearealnr-: 
man beings come to crea tion .*’ 
the Cardinal said m an address 
to governors of mt tepfiBdeoi 
. schools in London yesterday. 
“We tread o» bbly ground-"- 
- Tbe griat tragedy of modem 
civilisation is that, material 
progress has failed to satisfr d- 
ernefitiil human n&eds. -'^Onr 
gpojfly has heoonac.jp aoifteTe- • 
specis,. morally de senrifo ed,. 
andistherefbrc fltpreparedtp 
.'grapple' with i looming^ ssfise ' 
which I have no doubt *-&st- 


becoming .one'- of the major 
nrobkansofdurage, namely -the 
implications of the breathtak- 
ing dewdojjments in genetics 

and biotechnology,” he said. . 
He spoke with alarm of an . 


ined w apparentfy with complete 
: equarumity” a future inwbieh 
children were the product of 
three different sets of parents: 
biological parents, gestation al 
parents ana a third set who were ; 
bringing them up>. 1.- • ^ 

“If we separate these three 
relationships, then we in same 
way undermine something 
winch is ^>edficany.humall, ,, 

-• . There were undoubted po- ! 
. tential benefits ingene therapy, 
he said, but added: *T do fear 
for tbe future If the language of 


replaced fcy anattffid^jpKjcess, 
jfprCHcreatkmbaxmies'pro- 

‘ duefion, or evra reproduction, 

and If the individual human 
.being becomes valued as a 
product to^bejjrdepsd rather 
thM.a gift te& recess^’ 


needs, to recover a. deeper 
knowledge of what is DSeansto 
be human, he said; * 


1. LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT APR 5.3% 
FIAT EASJPLAN EXAMPLE BRAVA 1.6SX 


2. LOW DEPOSIT APR 3.1% 

HIRE PURCHASE EXAMPLE BRAVA 1.6SX 


CatliPricat 
(an Iha rood) 

£12/470.73 

3S HBrikly 

PoytHMb 

£144.00 


£4,393.90 

Fined Poymrnr 
{inc £35 option loo) 

£3,789.77 

Amount . 

Hnaacwl 

£8^376-83 . 

APR 

5.3% 


Hut Payment 
Oat S&l n J wki f»J 


37 Months 


£209.00 


Total Charge 
Far Credit 


. Total Amount Payable 


£961.94 


£13,432-67 


Cwh Prket 
(on A* rood) 

£12^470.73 

34 Monthly 

Poymoats 

£288.00 

D«pOMt 

£2/194.78 

Final Poymut 
line £25 option foe) 

£313.00 

Amount 

Fiaancad 

£9,975.95 

APR 

3.1% 

Poticm) 

36 Months 

Toted Charge 

For Credit 

£482.05 

First Paymonf 
(hK £65 admin foo) 

£353.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£12,952^8 


Would you like, a Flat Brava that offers a mouth-watering mix of style, 
practicality and rare originality? One that was voted European Car of the Year 
1996. and Top Gear magazine’s 1997 Tbp Family Car? 

Or would .you prefer a Brava with standard features like electric sunroof, 
power assisted steering, central locking, 6 speaker RDS stereo radio-cassette and 


driver's airbag? All carefully incorporated into an unusually spacious interior. 

You don't have to think too hard about it. These Bravas are identical, they can 
both give you all of these things. The only difference is how you pay. 

Visit your local dealer or call 0800 71 7000 or http://wwTV.f5at.coiD on the 
Internet for more information. 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 
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CAX. SKJWMRrf ftftAUa. I/M AT tll-TOrt rwjftf: RCW3. TTWCS WCUC« r =* ?MJGVK> DEALER MffBER PLATES. VAT AMP ‘l MONTHS' POSO R-tJO UCENCS AND & CCflSECT AT 7TH= OF &Tf«Tv rR£S *^'5)ECT'rO 

nrtxnn n* mb c*q: ,2^ h ^^ A ^WANDfl^W!^3CC«£»TKWa<a^WAlABUTO««W* agC< i* Oft CVE? SuaECTTO STATES A GLiA^ANTE tur^TT M1Y K ^OUPfD 

DffOSfT- ICX-OF CASH TSaCE'VVfttTTEN CJUCTIATICW5 AWUAElE CN REQUEST FROM FW fiMWOri S3WCES. fed-' I7CU9. ETW^JHGH EHI2 5YW. FW PMANQAL SSMCES IS AITBADlNa STrtJE OF W AUTO FIMANCIAI. SEWICES UMPTTO. 
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SAVE e300 
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SAVE 



LEISURE 

55cm Slot-in Gas Cooker 

■ Non-stick griddle 

■ Urge heel flow oven and 
separate grill 

■ Available in Racing Green 

and Regal Blue CURRYS PRICE 

Model RAHGEMASTE3 SS. _ 

Was zm*n. ^ p A 

Was £699.99 1^ W El _ 

BUY NOW PAY 10 ffl W A A 
MONTHS LATER T \M '1*1 



TELEVISIONS 

SAVE el 00 



TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVE Si ttOO 







mmm 

FREE 14" 
PORTABLE TV 




AY 6 MONTHS LATCH 


n Stoim E lectric Cooker 



GRUNDIG 

2BT NICAM Stereo TV with Fastext 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access to Teletext 
information services. 

■ Includes stand. Model ST707 35. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 



_ SAVE 


CURRYS PRICE 

£59099 


18&: 


PANASONIC 

21' TV /Video Package 

21“ Fastest TV with Remote Cornel 

■ 51cm vfcibie screen size. 

■ com® conwlete with stand and remote conjiw. 

PLUS Long Pfay Video with VideoPlus 


MATSUI 

20- Remote Cannot TV 

■ 49cm visible screen size 

■ On-screen displays. 
Modal 2096R. 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SALE PRICE HELD 


THOMSON — orappwa 

21" Fastext TV with ITV lln 
Remote Control Rill fj/j 00 

Si'mvmtilf vipai uze Mod elESAiM , 

BMr.lB Was C59.W BUY HOW PAY 6 MONTHS LXTCS 


Bf 179.99 


MATSUI gaa na-MCA M stereo tv 

■ 66cm visible sacon size. |> WM omnTS PRICE 

■ Fasten for easy access f)AA 

to Teletevt. Model 2HM1. RL1|I f <MMnn 
Was £449.99. BCiJ 

BUT NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


PI 


■ SS SSSTcumys price 

time of tapes. M 0k 

Model 2 1 5TT/NVH0200. Jl Q|1 




SONY 25* Dolby Pro -Logic Sur ro und So und 
TV with Poston pbks 

59cm visible screen size. MW fftfl 
Model 25F2. Whs E799S9. ft 1 JIH TOMlJ 00 
BUY NOW PAY tUU IVWIM3 

9 MONTHS LATCH 


TOSHIBA 3T Dolby Pro-logic Surround 
80em viable loeen size. 

Model 3357. instore Price EfJfJI IVtQ 
£1499. BUY NOW PAY ftUIH flW 
12 MONTHS LATHI IUU ItMMW 


VIDEO 

SAVE o e50 


J 


SHARP ar TvrvkfcoPndmg* 

21* Fasten TV |B1]B 

Sion vfcibte screen oze- B BW TfjQ 

PLUS Long Play Video ft [|T|] £jTl 

w+thVWeoPfca 31TJ 

Model 51ATiaVOW2A ' 

Total Separate Seffing Price i lML 

IMonPrtn £44a fi HHNIHS IKlEttST FKC 0PTK& 


MITSUBISHI 21* Dolby Pro-Logie 
TV /Video Package 
21 * Dolby Pro-Logic TV wi th Fatten 
51cm visible screen size. — 

PLUS 44fcad NICAM Stored HTR 




s ;;>■ 't ; !■' on.. Vv”' 

v - L— > 


■*s&*m*& t: 


JVC Long Play Video 
with VideoPtus and PDC 
VideoPlus and PDC 

tar easy, reliable CURRYS PRICE 

programming. M Jfc JA 
Model HFU230. m fl I! 

£19399 


CAMCORDERS 

SAVE £ £100 


INGERSOL f 

Vidoo Recorder ■HRH 

■ Automatically nines ■Pin 

into your TV channels. MM M 

■ Auto tracking tadllty. Uw 
Model VX950. Put are Price £139.99. 


■nBMIHU Mw d Autatuno 
mm VOUCHER pna GRUNDlGiJieM MCAM Sana Mm MdVMnPhc 
HH J^A Superb MOM stereo sound, 

nil I rl/'lQQ Model GV4 11. Wte£2B93? 

UU L Was 07999. iJMOtmO 

BiymiHM owW 



SONY 8mm Camcorder 


SALE PRICE HELD 


FERGUSON 

CUnrSIWE I *-Heod MCAM Stereo Video 
4NA I wUi VMeoFlas and PDC 


MATSUI BmB UM GJBTCNKE WfWdMCAl 

10 £ l 7999 aSS 

h^^mopctireiimflry Uirid VP95B1. WbiflBSS Model FVI05 


j { 179.99 


with 2-5" Fold-out <-iiddvc dou*t 
Screen and Speaker CURRYS PRICE 

, ..--ire n-trr ModeiTHVlI. 

Was £34939 Was £69939. 

rVXHofl SW*™™' 

[£0299 MurmKasmtnmuai 

Ask tor detail. 


SALE PRICE HELD 


BOSCH 1000 Spin -Sh owr Systw W Autowaher 
a tl programme. ■aBHKUH* pbice 

■ Economy option. ftllTll 

Model -.VF3:CQ4. HfTJ £ <}W QQ 

Pnco Excluding B&UUU Zs#V«# 

Tradt-n £459 99. BUY HOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATCH 


ZANUSS 1 1000 S pin Autow asher 
m Venable mash umo. 0BN t*AM ■» miCE 

m Also available m H|||l] T flfl 

almon.; LUjLJ r QQ 

Model fL1<»5 ESS3 W*®'” 

Puce Ej Juding Tradenn WP9.S9. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATCH 


HOTPOINT 

Full Size 'Aquarius' Dishwasher 

" upper TRADE-IN Pfiia 


40 



SAVE^ 

1 


CURRYS PRICE 







SERVIS 

1000 Spin Autowashcr KfcTi 
a ?■.'■+ fyTil, 1 

a Hal Mead c nun. 
f/0j.?l M 39 IVY. 

F-icc E -eluding Ttade-in £325 99 


CREDA H-i'-t'.liJtil 1000 Spin -Ecowash 

Auto washer VOUCHEB PUKE 

■ Economy sprier. rjflM 

a 27 programm-.s. ft Ji J J 1 r JKM QQ 

Model 170Er.. tAJOAId LCaW&.JJ 

Ir.-rore Price tiJr 93 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LA TEH 


Price E'duding 
Trade-in &I999. 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATCH 

WHITE KNIGHT 

7tb Tumble Dryer 

■ 2 hear settings UjUIM B vouCHH l 

B Final :ool -umble A/ 

Mo lei 311. Wjlll fM® 

Was £139.99 IkiJ 

In-Stcre Pricy £109.39 

WHITE KNIGHT lllbRevene 

Action Tumble Dryer mm. voucher 

■ 2 heat ser*ing\ SKaftM jt •< 

■ Final cool tumble ,1 JV 

a '20 miriure Iirner. Hi nftm * * *-- 

Model ■yWV. 

In-norc =n;e £l“9 9? 


■ J3S “* upper TRADE-IN PRICE 

■ 8 programmes. fft M 0k 

m Hot-air drying. Jl fl ■ ■ 

pSIStag f j 4 j 99 

Trade-in £449.99 kW ■ 


CANDY Full Ozv •Ecosystem' Dishwashef 

■ aarogrammes _____ _ 

■ Debt are wash ode. vouCHBt PBici 

Model CHOP PPTl Ijfl 

In-state Price £349 99. ft 1 1 1 1 f/M QQ 

BUY NOW MY 6 

MONTHS LATCH 

HOOVER CH 3 FuK 5 «™ Dishwasher 

■ 4 prog-amrnes ■■■ thxdeln piiiCE 

■ Muhi-direcnenal spray. K TiTil AAA 

Model 7610. UkiUr/MHoQ 

Price preluding EMBB1 lAi M WJJ 

Tiade-tn £399.99. 

BUY NOW PAY G MONTHS LATCH 


SALE PRICE HELD 


BOSCH Slimline Ec ological Di sh washe r 

■ 5 pfoaromn-m OAHTSPIOCE 

■ Very qun: c per anon ■HM ^AA 

McdelS^CE Ei!Jfig3i9 

BUY NOW RAY 12 MONTHS LATCH 


MATSUI mm 


4KNd MCAM Hno WBO «BI 
WcoAit.FKnlAW)Set-«p 

Model WP9M1. Was £2SM* 

Wo C49.99 G MONTHS INTEREST FBg OPTION* 


SONY Long Play Tri- Logic VMe o with 
VideoPlus and ROC aHtHMO 

Model SLVE27S. lii fAA 

El £ 245*99 

INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Video with VneoPta and PDC 

Model V82S Was £33949. 
Wai 059-99. 6 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SANYO ■■■ lm CMsafedftfiaNmZau 

hsnotecreiMLMeddVMXAUMM CUKYSPRKZ 

Was £49199. 12 HOBBS HN M 1A 

MBESTHS wnor £1W |1 QQ 

AOESSOBES Ask lor detail ISfcfx ■ ■■•33 


K 


SALE PRICE HELD 


i feiatta il .50 




CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 

120 



MICROWAVES 

SAVEe60 



■> • / ' * — MrtTl ' 

• & r-.-w. ' ' 'jU r -fpy- sr — 


SAVE e 


AIWA Dolby 

Pro-Logic CD Hi-Fi 
with Turntable 

■ Mutdpiay - plays up to 
5 CDs. 

■ 100 watts (RMS) per 
channeL 

Model ZVM280 

Was J53MI Was £579^9. 

GUY NOW MY G MONTHS LATHI 

CURRYS PRICE 

£54099 


SONYC0MinlHM9 

■ lMdptqr-|Mys*to3ah. Rfl 

■ss ( ™ ?,p " ml (279.99 

Model WC771 WWJ34W9:N*^^ '*** 

W« £299.99. BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 


SALE PRICE HELD 


AIWA CD MM IM 

■ Wddpbf -^ryi upta 3CDJ. 

■ 100 watts (RM5) 

channel. 

Model NSXV300. Was <399. 

BUY NOW RAY 1 2 MONTH S LATER 


SALE PRICE HELD 


£37999 



.:j 4 §R$ 

SHARP CURRYS PRICE 

0.6 cu.fL Compact 0k m 

Microwave fl #1 

TOO .vans r«|U QQ 

power output T J MP WN 

r/ndel ?Z\'i NW m IBB 

SANYOES35£aSEl_ 

0.6 cu-h. Touch Control cimirri PRICE 

Mi Crown v« VT|R 44Q 

8Cr.'. wvanj ur*vi cu*put nil I f I I TC QQ 

t.tz Id EMi!S2 A ■ 

V. a; £119 ?9 FREE COOKBOOK Ask tor CCtaiR. 

PANASONIC 

1J cu.ft Microwave with CJWfrrs naCE 

CMWKWn Oven and GnB J 

HHaWM 

mt auto wb? programmes Model NNC853. 

FREE COOKBOOK. BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


S' i~VSALE:pRICE-.HELD^v=r- 

drirHUWIrl: 




5 4 tu h. Fndge 

■ tu-'en delr.r.: 
b 'r£ :-c-.- 
rajeei ?:525» 

Was £195?? 


1 139.99 


mam 

tiass&szrm 


£94 


CANDY 



9.8 cu.ft. Fridge Freener 

a 5 7 « it £„dge. VOUCHER PRICE HOTPOI NT cum™ pwce 

allalt freezer a a a 11« ™.H- Misttal Plus PAA 

a Tillable sh*lv« RwAkWrINs* 

a Auto defr*t „ SM|3 aa f,v[: 

Mr del CCM28'I2& i j/ BB 13 QQ V..n FREE ANTLER BAG 4 - f;r i.'lails 

In VW- Prior £299.95. iSSlHgr tS’le/rf BUY NOW PAY 12 M0NTli5 LATEH 

rr :y^^^7 »es~ *~* ~ ~~ wuwawiciNcoao MneHcl 

h f-L^ggH zm uasm ai as inuu aw-r jm? | mi- ;n« i{t.i*w tincwuia ! 

MSSOU jmaGtffjMHKSiKWI' .£!'-•» 1^: r :'.nrn IM1 : •lL'. r- r -r.'£. 1HIP » 

q £$$&£& :.m >vp>: r>:;.,', tlmju wii ;ia - l'.*a bd »i>- dcj- hj-ijm a shim... t-Tj.f! w 

v 1 ‘/'jlfl.lr PfasaE iMi; ,s £i£F . KHi- Miii'OJaUN.'h.'WvaWSESBN j-tti \ 

? Kmp . - Y r wor CBS KJi-riM LL’.*r- :or*i;.'r.TVJ»i‘>«>?J»ri ■ 

4 CSfffliroCLIMriai TTfflKtnttsat . . .aiBri 


3.7 iu !L Upright Frecziv 

M-r3»' ‘J c .i mOAO t* a 

£p?r? 

FRIGIDAIRE BS23S3 

7.S su 1 l Oi«t Fkwzw pUiy e a VCHIOIH phkl 

Hs?Zlr,».H£219l99 

in .l:to ?n'« £22.-?? 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 

CANDY 10.1 cv.h. Frost Free Fridge Fteeser 

■ 7 viir iniji. s.j w | t m vnucHHtnncz 

■ Trfiauc .nr I hM 

il0£34S)39 

3“ BUY NOVJ PAY 1 0 MONTHS LATCH 




mm) 


MATS UI 

Hrawana MTH'fcl osonrs prii 

1.0 Cu.fL Mioowave ;S*(|I ^QQ 

■ Sce/K'levti-. Riil if £ 1 11*1 0 

■ 6.T0 V.arts rtv.»r OiTIOulB*** h 1 
rdei I3-TC 

W.v. £I£9 5* FREE COOKBOOK -y, :;r ButaiU 


MATSUI bb 

Micro Hi-Fi 

■ Pr.agrammable CO. 

■ Digital tuner 
Model MCH-650. 

Was £119.99. 


Ultra Compact CO 

n— cmurfS fitiCE 


£89.99 


H-.99 

I cwrerspracE 

£11939 

k tor ce:a>h. 

I CURRYS PIOCE 

£34939 



SALE FR-.CE HSLO 


JVC CD Mini Hlfl IfflW 

■ MuitipLay - plays up KY.l 

to 3 COS- P4H j 

■ 40 watts (BMS) per "d*" 1 

channel. Model D2T. Was £249.99. 


AIWA Dolby Pro-Logic 
CDIMIM UPP 

Ifcd3^iwSS.w«BWM BWj! 

lMtee Price £49999. *H HfAT ***** 
teat Dig— i vm II MQBTia BfTEflt 

SONY 

CD HPfl with TUmtaMe Mto t| 

■ MuMpiay-piays 

■gs to 3 CDs. ff fiuflfl 

■ 100 wans {RMS} per H833 
channel. 

Model N455. 
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f 499.99 


Mane p. 



CLEANERS 

SAVE £60 


3 - lwlL freezer 

a Tillable shelves 
a Auto delroj.1 
Mr del CCM2&'12G 
In vor- Prior £299.99. 


'vS^-> 


DYSON 

Antarctica Solo Dual 
Cyclone Upright Cleaner 

Pov.vful l3C0v.-at*. me:.' 

y ’ii*‘ : : i;ri : ;a ■ : iC 

BUY NOW PAY G MONTHS LATBI 

CURRYS PRICE 



ELECTROLUX asz 

Cylinder Cksaner ■EfRS 

■ i jro v.arr . anoble BmU 

re.--o r Wjtlj 

■ - tine dotb'e Inc 
duneag 

Modil TANuO 1691 Was £::?99 


HOOVER 

Upright Cleaner ■ 

war. rowr. ■ 

r.ljSerU23W ffi 

’-lie ErcJudmg It 

Tiade-m £2'3.W 
FREE TOOLS tar details. 


IWirs imive 

£69.99 


ALit-ui nave 

£6939 


ACER ACROS piqo 

Intel Pentium' Multimedia PC 

■ Intel® 100MHz Pentium® processor. 

■ 9Mb RAM. 

■ 850Mb hard drive. 

■ 8-speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ Indudes software: Windows 95, 
Microsoft Works, FIFA Soccer 96. 

■ Stereo sound card and speakers. 
Model PI 00. WasX999. Was £899. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

CURRYS PRICE 


PACKARD BELL 

P120 MHz Muhimadta PC 

■i6Mb ram. "yyry 

■ 1Gb hatri drive. KTlMI .IfUQ 

■ ft-ipeed COHOM drive. HlUU f IU™" 
Model 90125. 

In-stwe Price £1199. £1000 FREE SOFTWARE Ask 
for details. 9 MONTHS INTEREST HIS OPTION* 


mvster 

aters E 


£799 


SALE PRICE HELD 


ADVENT P120 Intel Pentium® 
Multimedia PC with Modem 
m P12ii Pentium* ot oceisor. — _______ 

■ 1Mb RAM/1 Gb W-Pil CUHHWjWg 

hard drive ET|7|| POP 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM dnve. 1*11111 fQjJ 
Model 8125. Was £1499. 

Was £»9ff. Was t aw: 

Was £949 a MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 


COMPAQ interat Ready P120MHZ 
Pentium" Processor Muttimedbi PC 

■ 16Mb RAM. 

K 1 JGh hard drive. flSSU 

Model 4118 IJ.T.1 Hf lTMl 

wmsjm&t. {mUfiirri 

WasIJ**S liAAGklNNN 

Was C139K Was £1299. 

9 MONTHS INTBtEST FREE OPTION* 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 


APRICOT P133MHz Pentium" 
Multimedia PC 

■ 16Mb RAM/2-5GO 

. hard dnve. 01 

■ 8-speed CDflOM drive. BfTl 4 

Model M5540 PI 33/1 6. Ralllllf 
Was £0999: iUAll-l 

W*£0M9t 

Was £1499. 

9 MONTHS INTBtEST FREE OrtTON* 


SALE PRICE HELD 


PACKARD BELL 

Penti um * P133 bnemet (toady MutatnesSa PC 

■ 16Mb HAMn^Gb i 

hard drive. MTI 'M “"J™""® 

■ 8-Speed CD-HOM drive. ■Lt.TiI iAQQ 

■ T^wNhwering SHlltf WT3 

Model EXECUTIVE 90Q5D. WasXWSSL Ytas £VM9. 
Was £1599. 9 MONTHS VfTBtESTFBK OFTON* 


Pay 4 20 * d-rposn thri nothvg lor Ihv deferred period indicated 
with the produc* You Can then repay !he loan in in*, inteiefl nee. or 
bv monrblf mstabnems srken imei-rn wik be charged at an APH ol 
24 bom the date of the aareem e nL E/amole bided mi >2 months 
Bin Now Pay late-. Cash Pnre £3W 39 . 20 1 -- ocposn LAG A0. Either 
pjr the loan .Iirvrunr ol CJ19 M -Jittiun 12 month; or 26 monthly 
payments by direcl debit tri £15 74. Total amount pzyatto £68164 
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OVER ISO HONE 

APFUAMQ2 

4VA1LAB1EWTTH 

1-UTDHJVBIT 

CUAJUUfTTED 

EXTRA VALUE 
cxcumvE 
HOC ELS 

*r(r c-WI refill 

vJkie lOO* !« IbO 
vinlc ydection m 
iu&»ib moert *>d 
cncrs ecdusnv 
tl DC-G Pntail Ltd 

' L;al : j - "M t* 

! e-'-C-'SS .-W9MOKTI> 
■^strf and >ih«Atc hi 
|V' *• H.-F-- Magj^ne. 
% TV Uaaaaine. V.'- T- 

:v:-.r C.'-l: 

h: ,-ji-i.-, h^.-: 

.Vend Hi-'t 
i E%r--»r.vinr' 


TAKE IT HOME NOW 

Mod Hems are m swk 
ready tu take array 
at on-.c We will Be 
happy to <an> your 
purjnate to jour car. 


2 BAT DflJVBtY 
MOMMY TO THHMIY 

OiCOW AMiWd 
Hus prolesonal 
in? al la bon swee. 
As* tor 4«U4s. pi«* 
and availability. 


SAME DAY 
H-HOME SERVKDM 

Available hit mo« 
large item it you 
nhcuw before loam 
Monday to Fridas and 
five within IQ titues 
ol a Currys jlonj 


. Account k Interest 

HOnrasasEa" 

monthly repaytntn 

actording to the period staled with th* 
preducl. Sea our 'How h Works' 
sbowurd nvslonr lor details. EnunpH 
based on Cash Price ol H91J1. 


COPidMdD DBIYERT 



20% deponl ni CSUf. 
12 monthly paynwnu 
of 11151 Balance ot 
£237.64 before lor r& 
wtthldw 
12* monthly 
repa ym en t. Thai 
amcuM payaUe 
M39JLN>HM 


120% dapok* 
| d £95-95. 




Far tan adaesEW «rio«» 
aMMB dqMU Wk hdwu 
to on ^*a mops a Daiys 


HMUR tie. ttafcoe 1M be 
• Boro«2liilLhto4. 



Combined delivery 

and installation on 
all IreMtamBnn g* 
and electric cookers 
(eidudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scotush stores), 
installation by COHGI 
registered engineers. 

M-aouapCFUB 

H0TUME-H9ISH» 

Phone o<jt dethcatcd 
sottwaie line 7 0J>*, 

3 wwi. Crib cost 
50p per mtnuie pee*. 

EAfYWXnTQPftr 

Curryi Premier 
Advantage Acctxjnt 
offers Btstanr Credit 
and lets you take 
advantage of any 
credit oner hi-OTie. 
See Kvctoro for data* 


/ 


Mata the moa of 
Windows 95 Upcrade 
mBMb RAM. 4Mb 
cWpi from £2739. 
InstaRatkm onh 
E2355 As! fior , 
detafis 

ASMK0VBWKI 
DKT0HIBUI JEHf 

Expert lerviu 
ava table 7 days 
e wM*.fsamed*f 
■hutver pots He). 

All ^pahs guaranteed 
2 montio 


Fsir dnet, doorstep 
deUvery inSworiam 
days Freephone 0500 
304304 or f» 0W2 

888145 ptam-SJOpni 
Mon-Sat). Delivery 
thargesfrotn £3U5. 
Part of D5C Retail Ud. 


/ CurrysX, 

coverplan: 




">V ••■■■■'fj.-.ia 


r.w 


nfy Currys bring you all this 



INTEREST FREE 
OPTION’ 

ON ALL PRODUCTS 
OVER £100 

Up to 5 years cover, including new fordd 
replacement with Cove/plan Extra. Plus Interest 
Free Option when purchased with arwproduct 
Qyw £100. Ask irutote for detafe - ' • 


All Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opening. Ring 0181-200 0200 for details of your nearest store. 

’.V'T c'-.iTir - 3 ._ijtiir- vCf h :.T.^..;csd H-.-iii rt^Z 77G Cisrr /5 310 licensed ciedd prokers. Ask in-slore for details 
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news 



court fee hike 



Patricia Wytm Dames 

Legal Affairs Editor 


Access to the courts is a con- 
stitutional right wbicb cannot be. 
overridden by the government 
without the clearest possible 
sanction by Parliament, two 
judges declared yesterday in a 
crushing judgment against the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Mack- 
ay of Clashfeiu, 

The ruling - in the first ever 
contested judicial review to 
succeed against a Lord Chan- 
cellor - declared illegal part of 
swingeing increases in court 
“entrance” fees. The decision 
leaves in disarray the new reg- 
ulations introduced in January 
by Lord Mackay. 

Lord Justice Rose and Mr 
Justice Laws upheld a test com- 
plaint by John With am, a for- 
mer businessman now 
dependent on benefit, that the 
Lord Chancellor had acted be- 
yond his powers by abolishing 
an exemption from fees for 
people on income support and 
the tight of others on low in- 
comes to apply for reductions. 

Mr With am, 50, from Essex, 
could not afford the new £500 
fee to issue a High Court writ 
to bring an action for libel 
against an insurance company, 
hut he got legal aid to pursue 
the judicial review. 

Tins judgment is as much an 
indktment of the Treasury as of 
the Lord Chancellor. The new 
regulations raised the High 
Court fee from £120 and in- 
troduced rises of between 50 
and 150 per cent in other dvH 
proceedings, in line with gov- 


ernment policy to make the 
courts self-financing. ; Lord 
Mackay made the new rules un- 
der section 130 of ffie 1981 
Supreme.COuzt Act, but Mr Jus- 
tice Laws said the effect was to 
“bar absolutely” many people 
from seeking justice from the 
courts in a wide-ranging variety 
of situations, including debt 
and housing cases. ~ 

“Access to the courts is a con^ 
stitutional right,” be said. “It can 
only be derued by the govern- 
ment if it persuades Parlia- 
ment to pass legislation which 
specifically -jn effect by express 
provision - permits the execu- 
tive to turn people away from 
the courts.” 

Leave to appeal was refused, 
which means Lord Mackay 
would have to apply to the 
Court of Appeal if be wants to 
contest the derision/Unless be 
does so successfully, the ruling 
has the effect of reinstating 
the protections for people on. 
low incomes. 

Mr With am said: “Thank 
God we live in this country and 
are subject to the laws of this 
country” 

The ruling.was hailed by le- 
gal rights groups and the Law 
Society, who called on Lord 
Mackay to bring back the ex- 


emptions in the jmunty as well 
the hii 


as the higher courts. 

. Vicki Cbapmaa^pdlicy officer 
for the Legal Action Group, 
which supplied 'evidence on 

hardship cases tn rhe judg es , sakL 

' " J lent is a devastating 


blow to the Lord Chancellor. 
Justice which is available only to 
those who can afford substan- 



Tbe 200-year-old map of Sgg whose ownership is disputed 


Islanders’ fear as 



enters Eige: race 


Kafe Watson-Smyth 


Thekatg-runrangbaltleforown- 
urship of the Isle of Eigg teak an- 
other mm yesierday as residents, 
who want to buy the tiny island, 
discovered they are facing com- 
petition from a rival bidder. 

News of the mystery buyer 
came as islanders fought to 
stave off an attempt by a pre- 
vious owner to remove a 200- 
vear-old map from the is l and . 

It is the second time they 
have tried to buy the Scottish 
island which has been up! tor 
sale since last summer. Their 
first bid in November was 
rejected bu« they have since “sig- 
nificantly increased" their first 

offer of £1 Am. . 

The island, which has only 63 
inhabitants, was put on the 
market last summer by die Ger- 
man artist Marlin Ecfchard 
Mamma, for £2m- He bought 
it in 1995 from Keith Scheilen- 
berg, a Yorkshire busi n e ssm an. 

Despite the fact that Mr 
ScheJlenberg left the island 
more than two years ago resi- 
dents are still fighting to stop 
him removing a priceless map 
of the island which has been 
there for 200 years. He tried to 

lake the map with him when he 

left, but furious islanders bar- 
rfcarted the cr^t stop where the 

map was awaiting tramportaaM 
lo the mainland, and ‘‘incan- 
descent with rage”*- b6 . was 
forced to leave without ft-, 
Undeterred; be took out a 
court aciionio est ab li sh own- 
ership of tto tnap. Mr Maruma 
^a^ ttorewasaisenUemanjs 
'agreement betweofi the two 
mea thal ibe map aodother 
' documents bekmg to the'own- 

ex zsd should not be; removed 
from the island: But when the 


case came to court last month 
Mr Maruma did not turn up and 
Mr ScheDehbeTg was able to lay 
legal claim to it 

The map is now in the hands 
of Eigg's special police consta- 
ble, Colin Carr. Chief Inspec- 
tor John McRadzeaa, of Fart 
W illiam police, said the court 
had ordered the map to be 
handed over to Mr ScheDeuberg 
as the legalowner. “We are try- 
ing to comply with that order 
but we are having certain 
logistical problems,” he said. 

Maggie secretary of the 
Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust, 
which is trying to buy the island 
in partnership with the High- 
land Council and Scottish 
Wildlife Trust, said the map 
belonged on the island 

“It would be blatant asset- 
stripping of the worst kind if 
something as important as the 
map, winch is part of Eigg’s her- 
itage leaves the fcland,"-Sne said. 
The island has changed hands 
many times in the two centuries 
which have intervened tot not 
one owner has tried to take ft 
with them so wfaat. gives Keith 
Schellenberg the right?' 

But even if they manage to 
fight offMr ScfteDenberg the 
landers are worried about the 
inlan d passing into the hands of 
another wealthy but absent 
Jandowner. The myster ybpye r 
js rumoured to be a semirfetired 
fanner and property dealer, 
Graham Mellstxom, - ' from 
jtfampshi^ Mr Mellstrom is 
currently inGennanyand could 
not be contacted. 

HiS son, Stephen, said he 
. could not oonfinn .whether his 
father had pot in * bid, T know 
. nothing about his plans,” be 
said. "He keeps that tideof his 
life very much to himself 


rial fees in no justice at all.” 

Geoffrey Bindman, of Bind- 
man & Partners, the solicitors 
in the case, sakL Tbe judges are 
saying that where the govern- 
ment tries to take away basic 
rights, they will intervene.” 

Mr Justice Laws - the gov- 
ernments chief counsel before 
his appointment to the High 
Court bench- has already made 
dear ertra-jucKriaJfy his belief 
that some rights are funda- 
mental, even under the UK’s 
unwritten constitution. 


After posing the question 
“do we have constitutional 


rights at all?” in yesterday's 
judgment he said: The tight to 
a fen* trial, which of necessity im- 
ports the right of access to the 
court, is as near to an absolute 
right as any I can envisage.” 

Lord Justice Rose said there 
was nothing to suggest Parlia- 
ment ever intended "a power 
for the Lord Chancellor to pre- 
scribe fees so as totally to pre- 
clude the jtoor from access to 


the courts 



Green and pleasant lands: Duffryn Gardens, which are to be restored to their original Edwardian glory thanks to a £3,255,800 grant from theHwitege 
Lottery Fund. The grounds, the finest surviving work of Thomas Mawson, cover 55 acres in the Vale of Glamorgan, Wales Photograph: Gareth Everett 



; F ; Fiesta Chicane 1.25 16v 

from £172 per month on the road’ 9.9% APR. 

(Pfus deposit and optional final purchase payment.) 




J rt, Typicflt Examples I 

| XsfW&h't' » 3 M 1 J 3dr Chicane 1.25 3«r | 

Mileage (per anrumj 

IS, 000 

12.000 

Recommended retail pnee" 

£>5,460 00 

£10.595 00 

Eshmaed on the road price - 

£10.125.00 

£11,26000 

Depoyt r30%'i 

£3.037 50 

£3.378 00 

Balance 

£7.08750 

£7,832 00 

Total charge fer credit 1 

£1,152 70 

£1.278 84 

Total amourtt payable 

£11,277 70 

£1C,53S84 

Term i months) 

25 


Nunber of morrthly payments 

24 

24 

Monthly payment 

£155.80 

£171.91 

Opcoral final payment to ptaehase 
(.Minimum Guaranteed Future value 1 ') 

E4.44600 

£4.>W0 CO 

APR 

10.0% 

9.9% 


— 



For further information call 0345 111 888 
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Lib Democrats in push 
to win women’s vote 


Fran Abrams 

Politi cal Correspondent 

The Liberal Democrats will 
become the latest political par- 
tv to make a concerted push for 
the women's vote today. 

Their spring conference co- 
incides with International 
Women's Day and they will 
seize on this fact to highlight 
pro-women policies on health 
and education. 

Shirley Williams, the party's 
m<*i weU-known female politi- 
cian. will use this weekend's 
gathering in Cardiff as a launch- 
pad lor a high-profile election 
effnn which will aim to win over 
lemulc voters. Baroness 
Williams is expected to appear 
frequently for the party during 
the campaign, taking a major 
national role and making a 
number of media appearances. 

Diana Mad dock, who speaks 
for the parliamentary party on 
women's Issues, claimed aL a ral- 
Iv Iasi night that it could make 
the face of Westminster more 
women-friendly. 

"It is time we stopped having 
more MPs called John than 


women MPs, -1 she said The Lib- 
eral Democrats would be “more 
geared towards co-operation 
in finding solutions to the key 
issues than confrontation." 

In a debate on health today, 
the party r< s health spokesman. 
Simon Hughes, will claim it is 
committed to promoting equal 
treatment of the sexes within the 
health service, which is pri- 
marily used by women. 

The Liberal Democrats 
would require hospitals to pub- 
lish details of diagnoses and 
treatments by gender so that dis- 
crepancies can be identified 
and tackled, he will say. 

In addition, the party would 
ask GPS' surgeries and other 
health facilities to operate flex- 
ible opening hours so that they 
would be more accessible to 
women, and would set targets 
to make it easier for women to 
consult female doctors and oth- 
er health professionals. 

Mr Hughes wfii also spell out 
a six-point “challenge" to the 
other parties on health, asking 
them to halt closures, invest in 
staff, set a six-month maximum 
for waiting lists, restore free 


dental and eye checks, set up a 
national inspectorate to moni- 
tor care and end the two-tier 
service with the private sector. 

The party will also use its 
weekend conference to high- 
light its policies on women and 
work. 

It would bring in tougher 
obligations on employers to es- 
tablish equal opportunities pro- 
cedures and would introduce 
equal treatment legislation 
which would increase respon- 
sibilities on recruitracnL pay and 
promotion. 

Lord Home, chairman of the 
party's general election cam- 
paign. also used last night's 
rally to attack both the Con- 
servatives and Labour. 

“I woke up in the middle of 
last night with a frightening 
though l What if cloning hu- 
mans was not two years away? 
What if it was already here? 
What if Michael Howard had 
been cloned as Jack Straw and 
Kenneth Clarke as Gordon 
Brown? 

can hear Labour's cam- 
paign song now. It's Hello Dol- 
ly" he said. 


... while the party’s leader looks to the future foHTi^uPPQ^ 



Political lesson: The Liberal Democrat’s leader Paddy Ashdown with pupils at Trefonnen primary school in LJandnnd^^Wefe yeste^y 
eve of the party’s spring conference in Cardiff ^ 


Subaru 



Blair will 



Monte Carlo Rally 
Swedish Rally 
Safari Rally 


Rest of the World. 



Subaru. World Rally Champions 1995 and 1996. score their third consecutive victory in the first three 1997 
World Championship fixtures. A hat-trick confirmed by Colin McRae’s blistering run in the Subaru Impreza 
555 taking 7 of the 12 stages to win the car-breaking Safari Rally in Kenya. Proof again, that Subaru all-wheel 
drive grip, performance and toughness dominate, while the rest of the world chases the game 5 - nil down. 



PROVEN THE WORLD OVER 

Tu 1 1-' \BN MOKE ABOUT THE ROAD-GOING RELATIVE* OF THE WORLD BEATING SUBARU IMPRLZA CM I. UWI !UW*S FOR AN INFORMATION PACK. SUBARU 1 UK 1 UMITED. RYDER STREET. WEST BROMWICH. WEST MIDLANDS. B70 OEJ 

A SUBSIDIARY OF f.M. GROUP LIMITED. . 


not take 

victory for 
granted 


Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
yesterday described himself as 
“the eternal warrior against 
complacency” and warned that 
even if Labour won the gener- 
al election there would be “no 
victory dances". 

In a firm slap-down to MPs 
such as Robin Cook, the party’s 
foreign affairs spokesman, who 
earlier this week predicted a 
“landslide” victory for Labour 
at the general election, Mr 
Blair said he was taking noth- 
ing for granted. 

Mr Blair told Labour’s Scot- 
tish conference in Inverness 
that last week's by-election in 
WirraJ South was a historic win 
for Labour. 

But he stressed: “A by-elec- 
tion is still a by-election. A gen- 
eral election is still to come, and 
there is only one opinion poll 
that matters and that is the one 
on election day. 

“I am and remain the eternal 
warrior against complacency. 
We are doing well but we take 
nothing for granted,” he said. 

Mr Blair’s words will also be 
seen as a warning for his party 
not to get carried away by 
opinion polls such as t be 
Gallup Poll yesterday in the 
Daily Telegraph which put the 
Tories an unprecedented 26 
points behind Labour with less 
than two months to go to 
polling day. 

Mr Blair said: “From now un- 
til the day of decision comes, we 
carry on as we have been doing, 
patiently, sensibly, buQding up 
trust with the British people with 
responsibility and humility. 

“Even if we win, there will be 
no victory dances. Far then, the 


hard work in serving our coun- 
try begins in earnest." 

'Addressing Labour's last ma- 
jor political event in Scotland 
before the election, Mr Blair re- 
newed his pledge that if his par- 
ty won the general election a 
Labour government would leg- 
islate in its first year for a Scot- 
tish Parliament 

“We wOl hold a referendum 
as soon as possible aft <?r coming 
to office-r I will be here cam- 
paigning for a “yes’ vote in that 
referendum. There will be two 
questions. I will be campaigning 
for two “yes' answers," he said. 

Labour plans to ask the Scot- 
tish people two questions in a 
plebiscite - first whether they 
want a Scottish Parliament and 
second whether it should have 
tax-raising powers. 

Earlier yesterday Alex 
Sahnond, the Scottish National 
Party leader renewed his call for 
such a referendum to indude his 
favoured option of full-blown 
independence. 

- But Mr Blair rounded on the 
SNP, accusing them of sitting on 
the fence for failing to say 
whether they would support a 
'yes’ campaign. 

Mr Blair also announced 
plans to free up an extra £30m 
for patient care in Scotland. 

He said George Robertson, 
Labour's spokesman on Scottish 
affairs, had come up with a plan 
to cut the number of NHS 
trusts in Scotland from 45 to 25. 

“With our other savings it will 
mean £50m more for patient 
care in Scotland," he said. 

Mr Blair also renewed his 
pledge to end the “scandal" of 
hereditary peers. 


Labour backers 

target phone-ins 

Kate Watson-Smyth They are asked to ring BBO’s 


Members of a Labour Party sup- 
port group are targeting televi- 
sion and radio phone-in 
programmes in a concerted 
effort to marshal support in the 
run-up to the election. 

The Independent has ob- 
tained a copy of a memo listing 
all the programmes which 
members of the Labour Indus- 
try Finance Group have been 
asked lo call to back the party's 
manifesto publicly. 

However, the memo urges 
them not to appear “ too parti- 
san’’ when m aking their calls. 

“The key to success with all 
phone-in and audience partic- 
ipation programmes is get ques- 
tions in early, and don’t appear 
too partisan when speaking to 
the producer,” it says. 

Under the rallying cry “A 
Campaigning Election Call” 
the memo urges supporters to 
air their views on as man y pro- 
grammes as possible. “We are 
uniquely placed as party mem- 
bers in business to grasp the op- 
portunity. rather than leave the 
Tories arid others to make a busi- 
ness case for the return of their 
chosen party,” it says. “Below is 
a list of national progr amm ing 
- tune in and air your views”. 


Question Time programme and 
“cross swords with the panel’’ as 
weD as a range of television and 
radio programmes including Ra- 
dio 4’s Feedback and Any An - 
swers programme and Channel 
4's Right to Reply. 

At the end of the memo is a 
list of numbers to caD in case of 
a complaint about a programme 
“because you thought it was 
unbalanced, biased or inaccu- 
rate, or missed ihe point”. 

The support group is made 
up of businessmen and authors 
who have a special interest in 
transport. No one was available 
for comment yesterday. But a 
spokesman for" Gordon Brown's 
office said the group “supports 
Labour and comes up with ini- 
tiatives”. 

The latest “initiative” did 
not seem to concern the Labour 
Party greatly. “It’s nothing to do 
with us,'* said a spokesman. 

A spokesman for Radio 4 
said that all callers are asked if 
they have any political affilia- 
tions or interests when they ring 
in. “AVc tty to avoid having a 
constant stream of lobbyists 
phoning in and on the whole 
they are an honest bunch, but 
we do try to weed them out as 
early as possible,” he said; ' 
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Looted arms 


Emma Daly 

Vlora 

It might be art, a monumental 
modern metal sculpture, but is 
the handiwork of the unknown 
agents who torched an armoury 
containing at least half a dozen 
antiaircraft guns and hundreds 
of army helmets. The skeletal 
barrels of the anti-aircraft guns 
point up through what was the 
roof as smoke eddies from tim- 
bers still burning in the military 
barracks in Vlora. 

People living near the com- 
plex, which was trashed by lead- 
ers of the revolt in southern 
Albania, are said to have moved 
out for the moment; the budd- 
ing next door is filled with tons 
of ammunition. Green boxes are 
piled up to the ceiling, and the 
floor is littered with hand 
grenades, mortar bombs, and 
artillery and tank sheik. 

We scurry back shrieking 
“No!" as our guide picks up a 
rocket-propelled grenade and 
waves it around proudly. 

Another room is filled with 
anti-tank mines, while the de- 
bris outside includes ammuni- 
tion belts, training rifles and gas 
masks. A captain in the Alban- 
ian army surveys the scene and 
removes the RPG from our 


Tirana (AP) — Armed pro- 
testers holding several 
southern towns and oppo- 
sition politicians in Tirana 
both issued new demands a 
day after an agreement in 
which President Sali 
Berisha agreed to a 48-hour 
halt In offensive military 
operations. 

European diplomats who 
met Mr Berisha said he re- 
fused to consider elections 
any time soon, or allowing 
Socialists— the former com- 
munists- into the govern- 
ment. 

Rene Van der Linden, 
deputy chief of the ConndJ 
of Europe, from The Nether- 
lands, said of a meeting 
with Berisha: “Firstly, he un- 
derlined the necessity to 
continue political dialogue. 
Secondly, he wants to use 
only peaceful means. A 
coalition with the Socialist 
Party is not accepted, and, 
in the short term, there’s do 
room for new elections.’* 


over-entbusBstic guide. He says 
about 50 of the 2 00 soldier; 
stationed here have abandoned 
the government in favour of the 
“people". 

One is Major Dalip Done. 
“We are not against the people, 
we are against the' - govern-; 
ment,” he says, making no men- 
tion of President Safi Berisha’s 
offer of an amnesty to those who 
lay ctown their weapons. “Every- 
one here has arms, and we are. 
all ready to fight" ~ 

The people of Vlora, along 
with their compatriots in a 
large chunk of southern Alba- 
nia, were first roused to anger 


collapsed, swallowing their life- 
savings. They wanted their 
money back but Mr Berisha or- 
dered the police to crack down 
on the anti-pyramid protests, 
which fired the crowds’ anger. 

Yesterday, protesters in 
Vlora organised the printing of 
leaffcls m Albanian and Kn gHsh 
which they thrust on the' foreign 
press and which seemed to be 
the closest thing to an official 
reaction. 

“Berisha go away! You are 
crazy. People will win against 
you.' You can’t kill the heroic 
people of Vlora. We want new 
elections," the leaflets read. 
But it is by no means certain that 
a political solution, other than 
the resignation of Mr Berisha, 
will enable Tirana to restore or- 
der. “In Vlora, people are fight- 
ing the government, but not 
because they want to make a 
government," said Geni, a i 
young man passing an anti- 
Berisha ratty m Vlora. 

The protests do not seem to 
have thrown up any political 
leaders and the doings of the 
opposition leaders in Tirana do 
not seem to weigh heavily on the 
people of the rebellious coast 
It is difficult to see Mr Berisha 
resolving the situation by talk- 
ing or by shooting. . 

The problem would be find- 
ing any * rebels" to negotiate 
with. There are no organised 
structures. “In Vlora there are 
two factors: the criminals and 
the average people. The crim- 
inals are doing the looting and 
the average people don’t like 
that But when it comes to the 
police and the authorities, they 
are united," said an outsider 
who has lived in the town for 
years. They all bate Mr Berisha. 

The nnliuuy prospects are 
worse, even without the inter- 
national opprobrium an assault 


students force 
rector to quit 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Serbian students celebrated vic- 
tory yesterday after the diehard 
pro-govemraeni rector of Bel- 
grade University resigned in 
response to more than 100 days 
of student boycotts and street 
protests. Dragutin Velickovic, 
who was appointed by the So- 
cialist government of President 
Slobodan Milosevic, announced 
his resignation as part of a (teal 
under which the students agreed 
to return to their classes. 

it was Lhe Socialist authori- 
ties' second major concession to 
their political opponents this 
year. Last month, after weeks 
of daily pro-democracy demon- 
strations across Serbia, Mr 
Milosevic finally recognised op- 
position victories in last No- 
vember's municipal elections in 
Belgrade and other dries. 

For the students, the resig- 
nation of their despised rector 

was so important a demand that 

they continued their protests 
even after lhe authorities ac- 
knowledged the opposition 
election suc ce sses. Mr Vebck- 
ovic resisted almost to the end, 
vowing last Tuesday that he 



Dcaguthi Vefiovics Keptatow. 
profile dining campaign .. 


would seek the dismissal of all 
the university deans who had 
supported the students' call for 
his removal 

It is possible that there is 
more to the rector's resignation 
than meets the eye. His depar- 
ture from office must be ap- 
proved on 20 March by the 
Belgrade University council, 
but that body is packed with 
prp-Sodalist stalwarts. 

In the weeks leading up to his 
resignation, Mr Velickovic was 
the butt of several student 
stunts designed to ridicule him 
in the public eye. Playing on the 
fact that be was generally keep- 
ing a low profile, students went 
looking for him in Belgrade zoo. 
peered through telescopes in 
the rit/s ohservatoiy hi case he 
was in outer space; and fished 
for him in lhe Sava river using 
a red Socialist RartycanJ as baiL 

Despite their concessions 
over the election results and the 
rector, the ruling Socialists have 
continued to harry the opposi- 
tion on other fronts. Last Thurs- 
day the pro- Milosevic state 
television and radio network 
said it would stop helping an in- 
dependent station, BK Televi- 
sion, to bKttdcast programmes 
outside Belgrade. 

BK is owned by one of Mr 
Milosevic's political critics and 
has repotted extensively on the 
.anti-government protests of re- 
cent months. By limiting its 
broadcasts to Belgrade, Mr 
Milosevic seems intent cm pre- 
venting the opposition's views 
from attracting an audience in 
rural areas of Serbia where he 
still re rains public support. 

The opposition coalition 
nKwetnenLZajednd flbgether), 
said it would hold a rally to- 
morrow (Sunday) and dedicate 
it to the straggle for media free- 
dom in Serbia. 


would bring. Mr Berisha ’s army 
is clearly unhappy at the 
prospect of a battle, judging by 
die demeanour of soldiers man- 
ning positions in the south. 

The soldiers are badly paid. 
Many lost, money in the pyra- 



triggered the 'unrest, and few 

would relish a fight with their L ^ it] 

own countrymen. Second, the- - g^gjlo! 

“rebels" the south are well- 
armed (with hardware stolen 
from looted barracks) and ex- 
tremely determined Third, bow 

to impose order by force - is tbc *!N i 

army supposed to shell Vlora, ' ~ . - ■*- -J-jr 

or Saranrfa. for example? - . » |B - . '• -• -iMmWMM -¥?ti 

' Mr Berisha has lost control ****-.: 

ofabout 10 per cent of Albania f i 
already. Along at least two 

roads, government forces have ''"j 

pulled back since Thursday, *' 

which is not a good omen for Mr Arms and the boy: A schoolboy armed with a rifle standing guard between local officials and anti-government demonstrators yesterday in the southern 

Berisha. port of Sarande, where thousands of people have risen up against Sali Berisha and seized an array of weapons Photograph: 'tennis Behrakis/Reuters 
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lar Homa lays 
bundations for 
new violence 



Patrick Cock bum 

Har Homa 

~I own land near here and I 
think that if the Israelis build a 
settlement at Har Homa they 
wifi confiscate it as well," said 
Emily Richmawi. an elderly 
Palestinian woman, as she 
clutched her banner during, a 
demonstration below the pine- 
covered hill in south Jerusalem 
where Israel plans to build a set- 
tlement for 2t*.U00 Jews. 

Israeli riflemen in purple 
berets lav spreadeagled on the 
rocks overlooking the road 
down which 1.000 Palestinians 
were trying to reach Har Homa. 
Mrs Richmawi explained that 
her life had got worse since the 
Oslo agreement was signed. 
Not only had confiscations con- 
tinued. but “we even need a per- 
mit to get into Jerusalem". 

Despite Palestinian anger 
over Har Homa. known to 
Palestinians as JabaJ Abu Gh- 
nciro. Yasser ArafaL the Pales- 
tinian leader, was dearly eager 
yesterday to avoid violence. 
Middle-aged men in green and 
white baseball caps, members of 
the Palestinian Preventive Se- 
curity Service, mingled with 


the crowd, pushing back any- 
body who looked like a poten- 
tial stonc-tb rower. 

There may not be many more 
peaceful demonstrations at Har 
Homa. “Tteople don't think they 
can stop the settlement being 
built." said Osama Zarour, a 
Canadian Palestinian, as be 
watched the rally with his two- 
and-a-half year "old daughter, 
Yasmin, perched on his shoul- 
ders. “But once the bulldozers 
start moving there will be trou- 
ble. We have to do something. 
Getting publicity isn't enough." 

For the moment, publicity is 
what Mr Arafat is after. Ben- 
jamin Neiaoyahu. the Israeli 
prime minister, has lost much 
of the international credibility 
he gained after he agreed to a 
partial Israeli withdrawal from 
Hebron in January. The Pales- 
tinian leader recciveda notably 
sympathetic reception during 
His four-day visit to the US. 

Har Homa is overshadowing 
the decision by the Israeli calv 
inet yesterday to withdraw from 
a further 9 per cent of the West 
Bank. Agreement was reached 
after a prolonged session in 
rhe early hours of yesterday 
morning by a vote of 10 to sev- 


en ministers. The most impor- 
tant change is that 7 per cent of 
so-called area “B", where Israel 
has security control, but Pales- 
tinians have civilian authority 
will join area "A”, where Pales- 
tinians have total control. There 
will be two more withdrawals by 
the middle of next year. 

The West Bank will remain 
a jigsaw puzzle with Palestini- 
ans in control of the towns, but 
not of their hinterland. Israeli 
troops will leave villages like 
Halhoul with a population of 
25,000 north of Hebron. But the 
areas of Palestinian control re- 
main cantons which Israeli 
forces can easily isolate. More 
than a million West Bank Pales- 
tinians cannot visit their main 
population and commercial 
centre which is East Jerusalem. 

In persuading the cabinet to 
support him yesterday Mr Ne- 
tanyahu is reported to have said: 
“The Americans are pressuring 
me. We have no choice." As a 
result part of the extreme right 
opposed to Oslo blames the US 
for what it sees as a retreat from 
the dream of the Land of Israel 
stretching from the Mediter- 
ranean to the Jordan. A sign of 
this anger was a fierce clash this 
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Faith and steel: An Israeli soldier standing guard as Palestinians pray during a protest against a new Jewish settlement at Har Homa Photograph: AP 


week between Martin Indyk, the 
US ambassador, who is Jewish, 
and Rehavam Zaevi, a member 
of the Knesset and leader of the 
far- right party Moledet. 

The argument began when 
Mr Zaevi called Mr Indyk “a 
kike'’ (Canadian slang for a 
Jew) wo weeks ago. Mr Indyk 
complained and at a ceremony 
this week went up to Mr Zaevi 


and said: “The last time some- 
body called me a kike was when 
I was a 15-year-old and I 
punched him in the face." To this 
Mr Zaevi said: “Well try it. 
Let’s see you. You’re a kike." Mr 
Indyk said: “You're a disgrace 
to your people." Mr Zaevi said: 
“You're a son of a bitch." 

The US is annoyed with Mr 
Netanyahu over Har Homa 


and his announcement that 
four Palestinian offices are to be 
closed in Jerusalem. Nahum 
Bamea, the Israeli columnist, 
says the US views the closure of 
the offices as “proof of Ne- 
tanyahu's chronic weakness - to 
stray from essential matters 
and consummate his addiction 
for public relations stunts." In 
this case, one of the offices to 
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he dosed as part of Mr Arafat's 
Pales tinian Authority - the Is- 
lamic Committee for the Strug- 
gle Against Settlements - turns 
out not to be an office but a fil- 
ing cabinet. The committee has 
not met for eight months. 

Mr Netanyahu says if be is 
squeezed too bard by the right 
be will form a National Unity 
government with Labour. This 


could happen. The Prime Min- 
ister does not have to stand for 
reelection for three-and-a-half 
years. But his popularity is low. 
An opinion poll shows that at 
present he would get 21 percent 
of the vote if he stood against 
the most likely candidates. Bui 
Labour is itself deeply divided 
and stffl led Iw Shimon Peres, de- 
feated Mr Netanyahu last year. 


Accidental 
killer is latest 
Chinese hero 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

For more than three decades, 
every Chinese schoolchild has 
been brought up to “Learn 
from Lei Feng”, the young sol- 
dier whose overwhelming desire 
to be “a rusdess screw in the ma- 
chine of the revolution” was cru- 
elly cut short at the age of 22. 
But it is only this week that gen- 
eratkms have discovered the un- 
likely details of his death - as 
featured in the first blockbuster 
propaganda film to hit China in 
the post-Deng era, The Days Af- 
ter f Left Fenff- 

A snappier tide would have 
been. How I A cc id e nt a l ly Killed 
China 's Greatest Model Worker . 
But this is not a film which has 
to worry about box-office sales. 
Since its release last week, the 
edict has gone out from the cen- 
tra] government to “organise 
youngsters and adolescents in 
primary and middle schools, col- 
leges, enterprises, government 
offices and army units to watch 
the film”. Discusson groups and 
essays will “help the youth un- 
derstand the importance of ad- 
vocating Lei Feng's spirit under 
new historical conditions”. 

Until now, the official version 
of Soldier Lefs demise was a 
vague description about how a 
telegraph pole fell on his head. 
The new verson is even sillier. 
A summary of the eariy plot 
might go as follows: the hapless 
Qiao Anshaa, a soldier col- 
league of our model hero, shows 
considerable tolerance for Mr 
Lei's attempts to make him 
give up smoking, even when he 
forces him to drive a trudtover 
his last cigarettes. Mr Lei then 
gives Mr Qiao some sweet pota- 
to chips as a nicotine substitute. 

Bade at camp, the two men 
decide to service foe trade them- 

selves, to save money for the rev- 
olution. For this, Mr Qiao must 
drive the truck down a narrow 
pathway, past some rather putty 
looking wooden poles. Mr Qiao 


is by this point dearfy in the ir- 
ritable state of a man who has 
just given up smoking. With Mr 
Lei on the ground shouting in- 
structions, Mr Qiao misjudges 
the width of the truck and man- 
ages to knock dowaTone of the 
shea poles so precisely as to kill 
our hero with one bump to the 
bead Oeariy an accident - or jus- 
tifiable homicide from the point 
of view of any serious smoker. 

Anyway, some cynip doubt 
that Lei Feng ever existed be- 
fore his death in 1962. Others 
marvel at how the following year 
the army propaganda cadres 
“found” the Lei Feng diaries, 
which documented a life of 
self-sacrifice helping the poor. 

But nowit is the turn of Qiao 
Anshan, an unKkefy hero for the 
propaganda m ach in e. After es- 
caping punishment for Mr Lei's 
accidental death, Mr Qiao, 57, 
has devoted his life to living up 
to the Lei Feng modeL But 
there are challenges for any 
Good Samaritan under the 
“new historical conditions" of 
modem, venal China, and this 
is where the film plot becomes 
much more plausible. 

Mr Qiao is shown picking up 
a hit-and-run accident victim in 
the late Eighties. But the old 
man's relatives, in a ruse to avoid 
the high medical charges de- 
manded by any state hospital, ac- 
cuse Mr Qiao of having run their 
father down. A devastated Mr 
Qiao faces bankruptcy, until 
the police (improbably) track 
down the real driver. 

When Mr Qiao's own:truck 
later gets stuck solid in the mud, 
no one will help him. “Times 
have changed, you’ve got to of- 
fer them money," his son says. 
Mr Qiao rejects such an idea. 
And a group of middle-school 
students saves the day. -.— 

The question now is whether 
this Mr Qiao really exists - and 
how lie feels about being named 
as the man who drove the truck 
that knocked down the pole that 
fell down and killed Lei. Feng. 
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Culinary conve rsion on the road from B d ton 

■ art is French invention and. I3u- 


■>. 

V 


In my early days as a reporter, 

I won only one distinction: I held 
the record at the Bohon Evening 
Netvs for the most rapid con-' 
sumption of bacon, eggs and ' 
chips in the office canteen. 

1 have retained an attachment 
to food, good and plain, prefer- 
. aWy in generous quantities. But, 
until this week, I never had 
much interest in. patience for, 

. or willingness to invest in, haute 
'._ cuisine. 

Three things happened in the 
pasLfew days to modify thaL One : 
was the appearance of the 1997 
MicheBn Guide , which aroused 
my curiosity about the status of 

- the leading French chefs, who 
are alm ost- as ffrted as movie 

stars. Another was the discovery, 

from another newspaper, of a 
French cot-price system for posh 

- meals, modelled on the airline 
system of economy flights - a 
kind of culinary bucket shop. But 
my first gastronomic experience 
of the week was accidental 

After two mouths cooped in 
a Paris apartment, with occa- 
. signal day trips for good be- 
haviour, the children bad been 
demanding to go to the coun- 
tryside. We were recommended 
a chateau in Burgundy, wtridi of- 
fers cheap weekend breaks. 

After mo hours on the road, 
in a slow-moving Amazon of 
cars, we had reached Font- 
ainebleau, 40 miles south of 
Paris. Two hours later we 
reached the Chfiteau de Chailly. 
a faiiy-tale castle with pointed 
turrets and smartly converted 
stables for guests. 

Three dungs became dear. 



The concept of cooking, as an 
art is a French invention and- like 
many things French at present, 
feels itself under threat from 
modernity. Le Monde this week 
bemoaned the fact that “social 


licmuaiKu Mu- — . 

penury” was threatening rrenen 
cuisine. “Substitute technologies 


John Lichfield 

loses his soul 
and stomach to 
haute cuisine in 
a child-infested 
chateau chambre 




Photograph: Barry Lewis/Network 


First, we were the only people 
teau, or the 


staying in the ch&teau, W uiw 
chateau stables, that night. Sec- 
ondly, the chateau restaurant, an 
ambitious, gastronomic estab- 
lishment, had been kept open 
exclusively for us, and was about 
to close. Thirdly, the children, 
force-fed on the road, had no 
intention of going to sleep- 
The dinn er-suited waiters 
looked crestfallen. Plainly they 
had hoped for grander visitors. 
But Gallic pragmatism and 
rural French friendliness tri- 
umphed Room service was not 
normally provided but, since we 
were the only guests, they would 
bring the restaurant to us. we 


was meant to be eaten slowly by 
candlelight with great concen- 
tration, as if listening to music. 

When the 1997 Michelin 
quid* emerged on Monday, 
our chfiteau was mentioned 
only as a hotel, not as a restau- 
rant. This implies that there are 
4,000 better restaurants in 
France, which most be an in- 
justice. But what would I know, 

with my taste buds ruined years 

ago by steaming mounds of 
bacon, eggs and chips? 

Having caught the bug, I de- 
cided to try out the service 
provided by Degriftonr, a 
French economy-travel eom- 
pany, which offers a kind of Su- 


the best, the elite chefs keep up 
standards; that the best chefs are 
consulted by mass-food produc- 
ers on bow to improve their lines. 

But the justification for haute 
cuisine has to be someth mg 


more amorphously cultural. The 
pleasure of going to a place like 
Montparnasse 25 is an artistic 
pleasure. Like the highest an ot 
am- kind - great acting, great 
painting, great writing - the 


pleasure of great cuisine is the 
pleasure of performance: wit- 
nessing something simple 
pushed to an evidently higher 
level while maintaining, at ns 
best, a kind of simplicity . 


lUiauiw- — — - — - , 

the banalisation of tastes, the 
chansing behaviour patterns ot 
the clientele," said the newspa- 
per's food writer, Jean-Ciaude 
RibauL. "favour the invasion ot 
foreign approaches". 

For which read McDonald s, 
which opened 100 restaurants in 
France last yean while a three- 
star restaurant went bankrupt tor 
ihc firsi rime and several one-star 
establishments closed. "Good 
food is the identity of a civilisa- 
lion," Mr Ribaui asserted. The 
Michelui Guide was trying to 
force back the hordes of barbary. 
he said, but could, in the end. do 
no more than “uphold the mem- 
ory of a golden age". 

1 think that maybe Jean- 
Claude protests loo much: with 
SI starred restaurants operat- 
ing in Paris alone, the burger- 
barbarians have not yet laid 
France waste. I defy- him to 
name anywhere in all 20 arron- 
dissemefus. or all 96 departe- 
ments, where you can get 
bacon, egg and chips. 


TT UP - 1 * W 

per. Apex service^ of cut-price 
haute ‘ '”**’■ 


name cuisine. With the eco- 
nomic crisis in France thinning 
their clientele, a score of top 
French restaurants joined the 
scheme two months ago. You 
can book only through Mmrtcl 
the on-tine booking and mfor- 


TO MAKE THE WEB READY FOR 


mation service operated by 
-- .Afltherestau- 


FraneeTfelecom. r»» m*» - 

rants available have at least one 
star in the MicheBn Guide, u) 

eat at such a restaurant usual- 
ly costs between 1,000 and 1*500 
francs (£110 to £170) a head for 

menu. for 

a maximu m of £55 u head. 

We booked at Montparnasse 
25, a Mkhelin one-star restau- 

a 1 mr nfnrTWR 


BUSINESS WE HAD TO OVERCOME 


chateau courtyard for several 
minutes before the food arrived. 

With dare screaming that her 
bedclothes were an inch too far 
to the right and Charge watch- 
ing a German version of Woe s 
House Party on TV, we ale an ex- 
traordinarily beautiful meal a 

meal that was delicate and am- 
ple, in the way that strings of. 
pearis are simple: a meal that 


es - ana an magnmccui. 
to my corrupted taste no more 
magnificent than those we ate 



CHN0L0GICAL HURDLES 


PEOPLE FOR EXAMPLE. 



Elizabeth FWUerton 

Reuter 


Vicmm - An Auaito. 

yesterday sentenced the » lacK 

Widow" Blfriede Blauenstm- 
er to life imprisonment for the 
murder of a pensioner m one ot 
the most notorious trials in the 

country’s history. ■ 

The court in Krems, 30 miles 
west of Vienna, found Blauen- 
steiner, 66, gufltyof poKO^ 
Alois Pichler, 77, with fatal 
doses of medication. The Jtny 
reached its verdict at 3am af- 
ter 12 hours of deliberation. 
Blanensteiner, in a black ant 

■**» «- 2 *=iSK£ 

comi 



JNSV' 1 - 

•.v* v ' 


Blauenstelnen Pure greed 


composed, muttering 

stasias® 

if she understoodffie sentence 
she said with defiance: I un- 


for being an accomplu» to 

grievous bodily harm anaralsi- 

f^Pkller’swni The two have 

said they inaynppeal die verdict. 

Althou^iBlauenstemerwas 
charged with only one murder, 

police are investigating other 
deaths. Bfauenstein6r is ac- 
nTrJarmc advertisemems 



HESSES 

Blanensteiner s for mer 
lawyer, Harald Schmidt, was 
gSen^edtoseven years injail 


in newspapers to meet rum, ei- 
deriy men, poisoning her victims 
and then gambling away the 

money she was left in ffieffwuls. 

Blanensteiner said , ste en- 


ioney sne w«s» «=“ 

Blanensteiner said, stm en- 
joyed nursing pensioners and « 
was a coincidence that some of 
her patients bad died. 



Can you find a 
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initial charges 
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It is a scientific fact that people are nosey and 
the thing they want to see the most is the thing 
you least want them to see. Ihis explains why the 
Web is hill of stuff that is so unimportant that it 
doesn't matter if everybody sets it Stuff like UFO 
chat lines, pictures of dead rock stars and short 
stories that nobody would publish on real paper. 
True, there is seme business ML But it's mostly 'brochure*,..: general 
• Information aimed et the brashest sentence end. therefore, not rembl, ctrcal 
to anyone. This is because; in technological terms, security is lousy. 

True, jou sou prevent peopl. tram getting lute your system. Bui unce theyTe 
i„ they're in. The secretory in accounting sees .her your dimeter ol fl nance 
sees. Your freelance brochure writer sees what yeur mattering 
manager sees-Wedy gets into everybody else's business. 
, rs HUMAN NATURE. Thus, the Web is not used t. let the right people get to the 
kind of useful-hut-sensitive information thuy need to do their jobs. 

TKs is * you need Lutes Maine snhwera. not on,, helps a„ the criUce, people 
i„ rear company - employees, execute, customers. contractors and suppliers - 
nse lire Vfeh to wort together, to get re the people e. the ralormatrao the, 
need. It also rate you corral «. sees who. and who can mate changes .. .he 
inhumation the, find. Domino is no. a security system pur se - ,s a roc. tor 
creating and developing customised, interactive solutions for doing busmens 
on th, internet. Bo. securi* is ...all, integrated, s. it's simple re imptemeoL 
antes uomino. is hosed on Cos Note technology, me groupware srnndard 
that is famous for its powerful security features). For mure gJMH| 
information, explore www.lorus.cum or attend a free 
seminar |„ yoor area. Call 01753 736105 quoting ID2. VtatingTogetiter 
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America’s welfare 
revolution leaves 


an army of single 
mothers confused 


At Joy House, a Christian 
shelter for homeless women in 
downtown Milwaukee, Miliasia 
Gates. 28. is struggling to cope. 
Her one-year-old. Brandy', has 
hurled her bottle on the' floor 
again and four-year-old Doris 
is starting to act up. Miliasia dis- 
penses some instant discipline. 
She squirts a jet of milk formula 
into Doris's startled face before 
roughly thrusting the bottle 
back into the baby's grip. 

-They shouldn't be going 
through this.” Ms Gates sighs. 
Somewhere in the sheltersday 
area, amongst the sagging fur- 
niture and plastic bags bulging 
with personal belongings of 
dozens of families, hides her 
third and eldest child: ~1 wish 
Vd known it was going to be like 
this before I had all these kids". 

Less than a mile away, in the 
city's new YWCA. Fanesa Davis 
is enjoying a rare moment of 
calm in the basement comput- 
er laboratory. While her chil- 
dren play 'in the gleaming 
nursery a' few steps down the 
corridor. Fanesa. 31. is scrolling 
through software on qualifying 
to became a plumber. 

Neither woman - one des- 
perate, the other full of hope - 
could have imagined even a few 
months ago that on this March 
morning these would be their 
circumstances. Black and hus- 
bandless, both belong to the 
huge class of American single 


Radical reforms 
bring benefits but 
homelessness is 


soaring, writes 

David Usbome in 

Milwaukee 


6 Instead of 
helping you off 
welfare, they cut 
the money so 
much that you 
can’t survive 9 


mothers long sustained by a 
drijvfeed of federal dollars from 
a six-decade-old programme 
known as Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children. AFDG 
But that is all changing. 

AFDC, for years the largest 
component of America's wel- 
fare system, is headed for ex- 
tinction. Last August, President 
Bill Clinton signed a welfare 
reform Bill that ends guaran- 
teed aid for single mothers and 
requires states to begin attach- 
ing job conditions and time-lim- 
its fo assistance. Every recipient 
will have to work within two 
years of signing: no one will get 
the benefits for more (ban five 
years in a lifetime. 

It is a social experiment of 
monumental proportions that 
has triggered anguish among 
some liberals, who foresee 
thousands being tossed onto the 
streets. Many European na- 


tions, Britain included, are ea- 
ger to see the consequences, as 
they are also searching for ways 
to ease the welfare burden. 

A view of the post-welfare 
picture is already emerging. 
Recent months have witnessed 
an astonishing decline in Amer- 
ican welfare rods. Caseloads 
across the country have plugged 
almost 18 per cent since 1<R)4. 
The drop is explained partly by 
a strong economy and aa un- 
employment rate of 5.4 per 
cent. Also at play, however, are 
reforms that many of the states 
had already started to imple- 
ment before the change was en- 
dorsed by the President. 

No state is further ahead 
than Wisconsin and no city 
more gripped by the change's 
than Milwaukee. A new welfare 
regime much tougher than that 
envisaged in Mr Clinton’s Bill, 
will take effect in September. 

Called W-2, it will instantly 
remove from the rolls all single 
mothers who fail to do some 
kind of work, whether full-time 
commercial employment, or 
jobs in sheltered state-run work- 
shops. 

A slightly less rigorous tran- 
sition scheme called Ray for Per- 
formance is already In place, 
which also demands something 
in return for benefits. If they do 
not work, welfare recipients 
must attend subsidised job 
training courses or face deduc- 
tions from their payments. 

Wisconsin and its Republican 
Governor, Tommy Thompson, 
have been hailed for taming the 
welfare monster. Its ‘■success" 
is posted on some extraordinary 
state statistics. In four years, 
AFDC rolls have been reduced 
by 41 per cent and they are still 
shrinking. The goal is to im- 
prove people’s lives by ending 
their dependency on state as- 
sistance. But, with evidence of 
a rapid rise in the number of 
homeless in Milwaukee, is that 
happening? What is absent 
from the strategy is any anempt 
to track families once they 
leave the rolls. 

Joy House has seen a 1 10- 
per-ceni increase in bed occu- 
pancy in 12 months. Miliasia 
Gates believes her case reveals 
the new system's cruelty. Her 
February assistance cheque was 
slashed from 5617 (£385) to 
S21 2 (£132) as punishment, she 
says, for missing one job-search 
class. Evicted from her apart- 
ment. she had no choice but to 
come here. “I feel like that in- 
stead of helping you off [welfare 


US diplomats 
jockey for plum 
London posting 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


The New York financier and 
Democratic parly eminence 
pise. Felix Rohatyn has joined 
the list to succeed William 
Crowe in the plum post of US 
ambassador to London, when 
the former Joint Chiefs chair- 
man steps down this autumn. 

Hitherto Mr Rohatyn. man- 
aging director of Lazar d Freres 
in New York, had been consid- 
ered a leading candidate to 
take over the Paris embassy, va- 
cant after the death last month 
of Pamela HLirriman. But be is 
now being canvassed for a post 
made especially sensitive by the 
near certainty of the first Labour 
government in two decades and 
the close US involvement in the 
search for a settlement in North- 
ern Ireland. 

The public front-runner re- 
mains Swanee Hunt, youngest 
daughter of the Texas oil tycoon. 
HL Hunt, and currently am- 
bassador to Austria. Indeed, die 
46-ycar-old Ms Hunt, a massive 
donor to President Clinton's 
1092 campaign, is said to have 
“measured the drapes" during 
a recent stop-over at Winfield 
House, the ambassador’s resi- 
dence in London. 

Ms Hunt, whose personal 
worth has been pul at up u> 
$500ro (£300m). has been a dy- 
namic envoy in Vienna and is 
clusc to Madeleine Albright, the 


new Secretary of State. But 
some question whether she has 
sufficient experience for the 
London post. Another hon- 
diplomat mentioned for the 
job is Reed Hundl, currently 
head of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission here, 
and a friend of Mr Clinton from 
their Yale Law School days. 

The London Ambassador- 
ship is but one element in the 
traditional diplomatic reshuffle 
at the start of a new adminis- 
tration. John Komblum, Assis- 
tant Secretary of State for Euro- 
pean and Canadian affairs in Mr 
Clinton’s first term, is tipped for 
Bonn, while Frank Wissner, US 
Ambassador to Delhi, heads the 
list for Paris, should Mr Rohatyn 
go to London. 

James Collins, a former US 
deputy chief of mission in Mos- 
cow and currently the State 
Department s top specialist on 
countries of the former Soviet 
union, is in line to return to Rus- 
sia to succeed Thomas Picker- 
ing, who is returning as Under- 
secretary for Political Affairs, the 
third-ranking post at State. 

In Tokyo, outgoing Ambas- 
sador Waller Mondale may be 
followed by the Democratic 
House Speaker. Tom Foley. In 
the past, the notably Anglophile 
Mr Foley has been tipped for 
London' Bui he would satisfy 
Japan’s traditional preference 
that a prestigious ex-politician 
represent the US in its capital. 


rolls], they hinder you, by cut- 
ting die money so much that you 
can’t survive", she says. 

Fanesa Davis, by contrast, is 
an example of what it is meant 
to happen. After six years on 
AFDC, she is dazzled by the 
possibilities opened up by her 
programme at the YWCA. “I 
have to be a role model to my 
kids," she says. “I don't want 
them looking at me and saying 
their mother's on welfare". 

One of a handful of non-prof- 
it agencies contracted by the 
state to ran job-training and job- 
search programmes, the 
YWCA is headed by Julie Tay- 
lor. “We know the opportuni- 
ties are out there for them, " she 



Social insecurity. Sharon Jackson beds down with her children at the Milwaukee Joy House shelter for homeless women Photo^aph: Chicago Tribune 


insists. “A big part of what we 
try to do is make people believe 
that they can make the changes; 
many people feel they don’t 
have any power themselves to 
mak e the changes in their lives.” 


Study the reform laboratoiy 
that is Wisconsin and two en- 
couraging factors become clear. 
Many of the keenest reform ad- 
vocates. such as Ms Taylor, are 
mot of a radical conservative ilk. 


Their motivation is a desire 
to improve lives, not save state 
money. Secondly, Wisconsin, in 
its efforts to smooth the tran- 
sition, expects in the short term 
to spend more money on sup- 


porting woman like Fanesa and 
Mffiasaa, nor less. The additional 
fu nding will broaden healthcare 
insurance, for instance, and 
childcare subsidies. 

The city’s Democrat mayor. 


John Norquist. points out "Go- 
ing back to the old system of 
AFDC is not going to happen, 
because the electorate will no 
longer tolerate pitying people 
for doing nothing." 
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Michael Manley 


Michael Manky was one of the 
great figures of modem Third 
World politics. His standing as 
an inspirational leader spread 
beyond his native Jamaica to 
all" parts of the Caribbean and 
to many other Third World 

societies as well. 

Manley always saw dearly 
Lhat the politics mI' reform which 
he espoused in Jamaica de- 
pended upon associated 
changes in the wider interna- 
tional economy. This led him to 
take up articulate and brave, if 
sometimes foolhardy, positions 
in the debate about the shaping 
of a “new international eco- 
nomic order" which brought the 
plight of the developing world 
to The centre of the international 
stage during the course of the 
1970s. Less changed than he 
imagined or hoped, but Manley 
succeeded nevertheless in 
stamping something of his huge 
and vibrant personality on that 
phase of world history. 

Manley was bom into one of 
Jamaica's leading middle-class 
families in 1924. His lather. Nor- 
man. was a brilliant lawyer, 
destined to found the Jamaican 
People's National Party (PNPl 
and to be (he island’s politico] 
leader during the last days of 
British colonial rule between 
1955 and I9r>2. Manley s moth- 
er. Edna, was an equally brilliant 
artist and sculptress. 

Their second sun inherited 
his considerable intellectual 
powers and gilts of advocacy 
from his father, but just as im- 
portantly drew from his moth- 
er u human sensitivity, a deep 
integrity and a basic liking of 
people (of all classes) which 
marked his own subsequent 
political career in deeply 
formative ways. 

He attended Jamaica Col- 
lege. the colony's e.vclusive sec- 
ondary school, excelling mostly 
as an athlete, but showing ear- 
ly signs of his rebellious nature 
hv publicly challenging the au- 
thoritarian approach of his 
headmaster and ultimately re- 
signing from the college! He 
spent the last years of the Sec- 
ond World War in the Royal Ca- 
nadian Air Force, before 
enrolling in late 1945 as a stu- 
dent at the London School of 
Economics. 

This was a critical phase in 
Manley's political development. 
Like so many others, he came 
under Ihe influence of Harold 
Laski and began to take on 
hoard many of the dominant so- 
cial democratic ideas ol Labour 
England at lhat time. Despite 
the claims of critics from both 
left and right at different mo- 
ments in his career, he never re- 
ally budged from this early 
ideological grounding. 

After graduatin'*. Man lev 



spent another year in Britain 
training as a journalist and fol- 
lowing Lhe fortunes of the West 
Indian cricket team. Cricket 
was always a great love, and 
For him a defining feature of 
what it was to he a West 
Indian, and he later wrote the 
huge /l Histvix >f Best Indies 
Cricket f 198S). 

By 1952. however. Manley 
was back in Jamaica and was im- 
mediately projected by his fa- 
ther into the key role of union 
organiser wutiin the PNP- 
affUiatcd National Workers' 
Union (NWU j. It was another 
defining moment for “Young 
Boy”, as Manley came to be 
dubbed by the sugar workers. 
Initially a highly nervous pub- 
lic speaker, he grew over the 
next 20 years of active and suc- 
cessful trade unionism into an 
impassioned orator. He also 
came to acquire a deep aware- 
ness of the many social and eco- 
nomic ills, above all the 
deep-rooted inequality, at the 
heart of Jamaican society. 

When his father retired as 
PNP leader in 1969, it was thus 
natural that Manley, already an 
elected member of the House 
of Representatives, should suc- 
ceed him. He sought to articu- 
late the growing disaffection of 
ordinary black Jamaicans and 
swept to a dramatic and excit- 
ing election victory in 1972. 
Manley was “Joshua": he epit- 
omised the angcrof his people: 
he defined socialism as “love”: 
and he set eneigeiicallv about 
the task of building a* better 
society for all Jamaicans. 

His politics were those of a 
radical social democrat, but 
wisely or unwisely he worked 
with Marxist elements in Ja- 
maican society and quickly 
came to be seen from the out- 
side. especially in the United 
States, as a dangerous “ami- 
imperialist”. At home, his poli- 
cies were characterised by 
nationalisation, higher taxation 
and a commitment to extend- 
ing literacy: abroad, he be- 
friended Castro, look a leading 
role in the non-aligned move- 
ment and deeply alarmed lhe 
Americans. 

However, although there 
were successes in terms of build- 
ing popula r self-confidence, his 
populist experiment ended in ul- 
timate failure, the economy 
broken on the back of disin- 
vestment and IMF-imposed 
austerity and the society riven 

S ’ intra-party conflict The 19S0 
eel ion. which saw the PNP se- 
verely defeated, was marked by 
great violence. 

In opposition. Manley re- 
built his strength and his nerve 
and look stock of changing 
ideas about economic devel- 
opment. In 1988 he was again 


elected to office, ostensibly as 
the “new” Manley. He had not 
changed his basic social goals 
but he had come to different 
views as to how they could best 
he realised. In particular, he had 

accepted that the private sector, 
not the state, was the best route 
In increased economic produc- 
t ion. without which there could 
be no hope of social improve- 
ment. In September 1990 he 
thus turned bis party and 
government firmly in the di- 
rection of deregulation and 
Irheralisation. 

By this rime, he was begin- 
ning to suffer the first serious 
ill-health that limited him in the 
last years of his life and in 
March 1992 he announced that 
his doctors had advised him 
that he could no longer carry 
the physical burden of high 
office and lhat he would resign 
as Jamaican prime minister 
as soon as his successor could 
be elected. It was 40 long, gru- 
elling years since he had come 
home to take up his job with 
NWU. 

Even in retirement. Manley 
did not cease to serve his 
Caribbean. In particular, he 
responded to a request to 
“probe” the views of other 
Caribbean Basin governments 
on the merits of a proposed new 
region-wide Association of 
Caribbean States, with which he 
was much in sympathy, as a 
long-standing regionalisL 

Anthony Payne 

Michael Manley's National 
Workers' Union represented 
the staff at Radio Jamaica when 
I took over its management in 
1965. writes Graham Binns. We 
knew of each other, but had not 
met. 

Shortly after arriving I disci- 
plined an announcer and 
Manley stormed in to confront 
me. He was a heroic figure, a 
tower of a man in an open- 
necked lumberjack shirt. This 
was to put me at a disadvantage. 
Management was wearing suits 
and lies in those days. 

Despite (or because of) the 
dramatic style of his arriv al I be- 
came dramatic myself. When he 
walked up and down one end of 
my office making his speech I 
responded by walking up and 
down the other end while 
making mine. Our eyes then 
met in an unblinking trial of 
righteousness, but we spoiled 
the scene. I saw the comer of 
his mouth quiver as he saw 
mine. We settled the issue 
quickly. 

When we negotiated collec- 
tive agreements on pay and con- 
ditions we did so facing each 
other down the boardroom 
table. His shop stewards were 
ranged down one side, my 



Heroic: Manley was ‘Joshua*. He epitomised the anger of Me people 


supporting executives down 
the other. They were all 
obstinate and inflexible, while 
he and I were fierce in our 
arguments. 

But if Manley sensed that 
deadlock was too close he 
would suddenly bring, say. the 
Guernica into his tirade and we 
would both discuss Picasso, the 
others looking from one to the 
other of us like the heads in the 
advertisement “That's Shell 
That Was". After one of these 
artistic breaks we were able to 
turn back to the consideration 
of pay and conditions in the 
mildest of manners. 

The union was the theatre 
Michael Manley understood 
best. He was indeed a charis- 
matic political leader, but there 
were times when his enthusiasm 
overwhelmed his judgement. 
Someone with his great style, 
but well advised, would be a 
godsend to any country’. 


Michael Norman Manley, politi- 
cian: bom St Andrew, Jamaica 
19 December 1924; Sugar Su- 
pervisor. National Workers' 
Union 1953-54. Island Supeni- 
sor and first Vice-President 1955- 
72; Member, Jamaican Senate 
1962-67. Leader of the Opposi- 
tion 1969-71 I980-S9. Prime 
Minister 1972-80. 19S9-92 MP 
for Central Kingston, Jamaica 
1967-92; books include The Pol- 
itics of Change 1974. Jamaica: 
Struggle in Lhe Periphery 1982 
A History of West Indies Crick- 
et 1988, The Poverty of Nations 
1991: married 1946 Jacqueline 
Raniellard (one daughter mar- 
riage dissolved 1951), 1955 Thel- 
ma Verity feme son; marriage 
dissolved I960), 1966 Barbara 
Leaves ( died 1968: one daugh- 
ter), 1972 Beverley Anderson 
(one son. one daughter marriage 
dissolved 1990). 1992 Gfynne 
Ewart ; died Kingston, Jamaica 6 
March 1997. 


Fr Robert Graham SJ 


In 1963 the Catholic Omrch was 
rocked by allegations that Pope 
Hu s xn bad done nothing to 
save the Jews during the Second 
World Wiar. Rolf Hochhuth's 
controversial play The Deputy 
caused such a storm that the 
Vatican had to bow to pressure 
to give its version of how much 
the Pope knew about the Nazi 

extermination of the Jews, when 
he learnt what he knew, what he 
could or oould not have done to 
protest and whether protesting 
would have achieved anything. 
It was the American Jesuit 
priest Hither Robert Graham 
who did most to counter such 
allegations. 

The Vatican believed that 
publication of its secret wartime 
papers would lay these charges 
to rest. Graham had already re- 
searched in this area and he was 
assigned by the Jesuits in 1966 
to the team publishing the doc- 
uments from the Vatican 
archives covering the wartime 
period. The series began pub- 
lication in 1965 and Graham 
joined the three other Jesuits 
from the third volume. The se- 
ries would eventually reach 1 1 
volumes. 

Against accusations that the 
Vatican had been less than 
forthcoming about its wartime 
role, despite the extensive 
archive series, Graham insisted 
that he and the team had been 
given f ull, unhindered access to 
all the Vatican papers for the pe- 
riod. He said they had published 
texts they considered important 
and illustrative. Only repetitious 
material had been omitted. He 
maintained that the published 
documents represented an 
accurate reflection of the total 
collection. With Vatican per- 
mission, Graham supplied his- 
torians with other, unpublished 
documents on request. 

As a serious and cautious 
scholar, he was scathing about 
the vituperative and often un- 
scbolarly hatchet-jobs on his 
beloved Pius XII who, he in- 
sisted, had done his best in ag- 
onising circumstances. Had be 
spoken out against the exter- 
mination of the Jews. Graham 
believed, it would have done lit- 
tle to change Nazi behaviour. As 
Graham declared last year, the 
Pope had not even spoken out 
against the arrest and detention 
of 2.000 Catholic priests in 
Dachau. Pius XU “did not give 
speeches. For the Pope to make 
speeches would not have 
helped. It would have compro- 
mised the position of Jews and 
Catholics.” 

Privately the Pope had en- 
couraged efforts by local 
Catholics - as in Poland and 
Hungary - to protect as many 
Jews as possible. Graham not- 
ed that he had scoured the 
pages of the New Itbrk Tones dur- 
ing the war and had found lit- 


Frank Brennan 


tie information on or condem- 
nation of the extermination of 
the Jews until the end of the war, 
nor had he found any when he 
went back over the daily news- 
paper column written by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s wife, Eleanor. 

Graham criticised what he 
called the “irresponsible mud- 
dying of the well-springs of his- 
tory” by some writers, based on 
what he saw as their faulty un- 
derstanding of the true nature 
of the archive material they 
were publishing, shorn of con- 
text and perspective. He 
stressed that archive material 
was not necessarily accurate 
and often merely reflected the 
perceptions of the writers con- 
cerned. He placed some of the 
archive documents containing 
the most egregious disinfor- 
mation in a box Be labelled 
“hoaxes, howlers and humbug” . 

Graham was born in Sacra- 
mento in 1912 and joined the 
California province of the Je- 
suits as a young man. He was or- 
dained priest in 1941 and soon 
after was sent to New York as 
an editorial writer on the Jesuit 
weekly America, where he was 
to remain for over 20 years. In 
the late 1940s he wrote about 
the United Nations. In 1952 he 
gained a doctorate in political 
science and international law 
from the University of Geneva 
during a sabbatical. 

In 1959, Graham’s book Vat- 
ican Diplomacy: a study of 
Omrch and Suite on the in- 
temational plane was published, 
and his work on the Second 
World War period stimulated 
his interest in further research 
into the Vatican’s diplomatic ac- 
tivity and especially its response 
to Nazism. He spent a year on 
a Rockefeller Foundation grant 
travelling the world interview- 
ing witnesses. At the time the 
Vatican was still tight-lipped 
and he bad to content himself 
largely with interviewing foreign 
diplomats who had been 
assigned to the Holy See. 

Arriving in Rome in 1966, 
Graham was to make the dty his 
base for the next 30 vears until 



Graham: ‘Vatican 007* : 
Photograph: CNSJ Agostino Bono 


illness caused him to return* 
California Iasi year. Whenjbe 
original project was complied 
in 1981. he developed iis 
researches in the Vatikn 
archives and in otter Euro pan 
archives. Many of his findgs 
were published in the respit- 
ed Italian Jesuit maga^e 
Chilia Cattolica. j 

In 1992, at a time of growg 
expectation of Vhtkan-Isqli 
diplomatic relations, he p- 
pared a background paper ir^ 
the Holy See for a majr®'‘ 
Catholic-Jewish meeting. F 
pounding the Vatican’s vie«a 
Pope Pius’s wartime condt 
with regard to the Jews. He ^ 
pea ted his argument lhat pu 
lie condemnations would op 
have provoked the Nazi regiq 
to even more atrocities. j 

Graham was dismissive of u 
controversy surrounding tS 
republication in 1995 of a drq 
text of an encyclical condemi 
ing racism and anti-Secoitisn 
which he bad known abot 
since 1963. The draft wd 
prepared for Pius Xll’s predt 
cessor, who had already con 
demited Nazism in his 193' 

eno/cikalMhBrennaidcrSorffj g. 

On his death in 1939. as is tn“ 
custom, his papers were aban 
doned and the encyclical wa* 
never sent. : 

Graham was adamant that 
the encyclical was not supJ 
pressed- The international sit-: 
uatitm had changed by the time 
Pius XU was elected and sue hi 
an explicit condemnation wouldj 
have caused reprisals in Nazi; 
Germany. Graham also be- , 
lieved that Pius XU was not as| 
impulsive as his predecessor and 
that such a condemnation was s 
not his style. “The more im- j 
pulsive P ius XI would have; 
come out with a strong anti- \ 
Hitler statement But in my 1 
opinion, he would have regret- 
ted it Hitler would have gone 
on a rampage of revenge - not [ 
only agains t Jews but against • 
German bishops as welL” £ , 

Till and dim, Graham was . 
wefl known among Rome-based j 
journalists and historians. 
Dubbed the “007 of the Vfcti- J 
can", his courteous and mild | 
manner concealed an iron re- » 
solve. If there was one over- j 
riding mission in Graham’s life j 
it was to seek out and publish i 
the truth and, in the process, to j 
exonerate Pope Pius X1L i 

“While his detractors can no ! 
longer injure him," he wrote. J 
“their slanders and insinua- ; 
tiohs continue to plague the ■ 
Church, for when a Pope is i 
defamed* the Church 


lers. 
Felix Corley 


Robert Andrew Graham, priest and 
historum: bom Sacramento, Cal- 
ifornia 11 March 1912 : ordained 1 
priest 1941; died Los Gator 
California ll February 1997. v \ 
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Brennan: a bulwark 

Photograph: Hulton Gerry 


They culled Frank Brennan 
“The Rock of Tyneside”, and 
with g«wd reason. When New- 
castle United became a foot- 
balling power in the land soon 
after lhe Second World War. 
Brennan was the colossus at the 
heart of their rearguard, stand- 
ing between the great centre- 
forwards of the day and the 
Magpies' goal like a walking 
seam of granite. 

A strapping, row-honed Scot 
wiih an engaging personality, he 
became an adoptive Ceordie 
and a local cull hero, sharing lhe 
limelight with his even more fa- 
mous team-males, the centre- 
forward Jackie Milburn and 
left-winger Bobby Mitchell. Ma- 


jestic in the air. a fearsome tack- 
ier and deceptively fleet of foot 
for such a large mao. Brennan 
specialised in winning the ball 
and passing it on. with a mini- 
mum of fuss, to more creative 
colleagues. 

.After excelling as a teenag- 
er in Scottish junior leagues, he 
took his first step towards soc- 
cer eminence by joining the Air- 
drieonians club, based to the 
east of Glasgow, as an amateur, 
in 1941. lafer turning profes- 
sional and representing Scot- 
land in wartime competition. 

The turning point of Bren- 
nan's career arrived in 1946 
when he played brilliantly for 
Scotland in a Victory interna- 


tional against England, snuffing 
out the threat of the star spear- 
head Tommy Lawton and at- 
tracting the attention of leading 
dubs from south of the border. 

Both Sunderland and Preston 
North End pressed their suit, 
but (be race for his signature 
was won by Newcastle, who paid 
€7.500 for the privilege of tak- 
ing ihe hugely promising 22- 
year-old to St James’ Park. 

Brennan made an instant im- 
pact in the English game, soon 
making his official internation- 
al debut for Scodand (surely he 
would ha\e won more than his 
seven caps but for the gifted 
Willie W'oodburn of Glasgow 
Rangers), and was ever- 


present in the United side which 
gained promotion to the First 
Division m 1948. 

For the next few seasons 
Newcastle were a top side, al- 
ways missing out on the League 
title but making ample amends 
with successive FA Cup tri- 
umphs, a glorious one against 
Blackpool in 1951 followed by 
a distinctly fortuitous victory’ 
over Arsenal a year later. Bren- 
nan played a key role in both, 
bouling up lhe effervescent 
Stan Mortensen in the first and 
holding firm against the gallant 
Gunners, who had been re- 
duced to 10 men through injury, 
in the second. Thereafter be 
continued to be a bulwark of the 


team until a financial dispute 
with the club cost him his place 
in 1954/55 - he missed United’s 
third Wembley victory in five 
years in 1955 - and led to his 
controversial departure in 
March 1956. It was the era of 
the iniquitous maximum wage 
system and the fans pilloried the 
directors over what was per- 
ceived as unfair treatment of 
their favourite. There were pub- 
lic protest meetings and the case 
was raised at the Trades Union 
Congress but ail to no ava£L 
Now Brennan joined the 
non-League North Shields as 
player-coach, serving them 
enterprisingly for six seasons 
before spending five years as a 


globe-trotting coach, spreading 
the soccer gospel to such far- 
flung outposts as Singapore 
and Trinidad. In 1967 he re- 
turned to North Shields, in- 
spiring them to FA Amateur 
Cup glory in 1969, then man- 
aging Fourth Division Darling- 
ton for a brief spell in the early 
1970s. There followed a stint as 
trainer-coach of the part-timers 
South Shields before Brennan 
opted to concentrate on his 
sports outfitter’s business in 
Newcastle. Eventually be retired 
to the nearby Whitley Bay. 

Frank Brennan will be re- 
membered best for his prime in 
the black-and-white stripes of 
Newcastle United Beyond rea- 


sonable dispute, he remains the 
finest, most dominant defend- 
er in the dub's history. Given the 
current Magpies' notorious de- 
fensive frailly, what wouldn’t 
their manager Kenny Dalglish 
pay for the modem equivalent 
of "The Rock of Tyneside"? 

Ivan Pouting 

Frank Brennan, footballer, coach 
and manager, bom Annatlull, 
near Glasgow 23 April 1924: 
played forAirdrieonians 1941-46, 
Newcastle United 1946-56; 
capped seven times by Scotland 
1946-54; manager, Dariington 
1971-72 : married (three sons, 
thee daughters); died Newcasdfc 
upon Tyne 5 March 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

DAMS: On ? March |W..n Sheffield. 
io Karen I UlUfjc i and John, j ->on. 
Anthony. 

HUGHES: To Ruth inev MhtIc* ) and 
Nicholas a -on. Rusvll timid Glyn. 
horn I J January !«•/". HjrofKic:nj: a 
brother for Olhia and Eleanor. 

DEATHS 

GUNN: Alexandra. .-ni.r5.7J .inked 
I t 'U2 r O K.-H. Wh.u via- she? v-jeiie 
nidearviurncnljiiecl' •udmevAiui od> 
fusinucddrunktfnicUVjhihou'ihllo-^ 
'cllriuhii'pus Who am IV . . . licr h*-sl 
friend. 

'VOOtifORD: Ana.-/ a. divd 4 Match 
1997. siliur a short, determined li Jit 
a§ain»i cancer. Beloved mother «l 
Cure -md Dominic, jnd tulc oi 
Bernard. Requiem Mav. and hurial 
al Our Lady ol Sorrows, Ellin stain. 
Surrey, on Friday 14 March, ai 12 
noon. Flowers or donations io Si 
Luke - Cancer Appeal, cn $horl>ick 
.md Sorts. Trells House. Dorking. 8ur- 
rcy. 

IN MEMORIAM 

CAVHURJEr Kund.u. In loving menu* 
n, uf our dearest son, always m «<ur 
bean-.. Mummy and Baha. 
MANSFIELD: Finer, died 4 March 
11%. I lose you. I fllU- you. 1 Thank 
you for 55 yean of perfect happifa. 
New and always. Luis. 

Announcements Tor Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be sent 
in wriljafi Io the Gazelle Editor. Hie In- 
dependent. 1 Canada Square. Canary 
\Ylurl London El4 5DL, telephoned in 
0171-:%? Mil mr fined io 017I-29J ZMO. 
and arc charged ai £Bl50 a line iVAT n- 
Iraj. OTHER Gazelle announcements 
I notices. Forthcoming marriage*. Mar- 
riage* i must hc*uhmiilcdiaontmgand 
an* rhufjH'ri si till a line. VAT nuu. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr D. M. Jackson 
and Miss R. C. Hughes 
The •.-n-aaucnicni is announced he- 
rween David. oldest sun ol Mr and 
Mrs Colin Jackson, of Rinjuner. 
Easl Susies, and Ruslyn Christina, 
only diughicr of the tale Mr .md Mrs 
Glyn Hughes, of Salltlcan. Brighton. 
E;l>i Sussex. 

Birthdays 

TODAY: Maj-Gcn Sir Christopher 
•Airy, lormer prhale secrelary to 
ihe Prince and Princes* nt Wales. 63: 
Profi.-jv.tr Charles Boxer, historian 
uid author. 93: Mr Gyles Brandrelh 
MP. Sir Julian Bui laid, former 
ambd-sajor to West Germany. f>9: 
Professor Sir Donald Campbell. I.ar- 
mcr President. Royal College ol 
Physicians and Surgeons of Gla.sc> w. 
o?; Sir Anthony Cam. sculptor. 73: 
Miss Cyd Churiase, actress and 
dancer. To; Mr Phil Edmonds, crick- 
eicr. 4b: Mr Michjcl Grade, former 
cliiel executive m Channel 4. 54: Miss 
Eileen Herlie. acires*. 77: The Hon 
Douglas Hurd MP. b7: Mr Michael 
inchbald. interior designer. 77: Miss 
Ann Jenner. hnllcnna. SI; Miss Lynn 
Redgrave. aclre«. 54: Dr Jonathan 
Sacks. Chid Rabbi. -W; Miss Lynn 
Seymour, ballerina. 58: Professor 
Stephen Smith, gynaecologist. 4b; 
PnHewjr Norman Stone, historian. 
5b: Mr Ruhcrr Tear, operatic tenor. 
5s; Mr John Ward MP. 72. Mr David 
Wilkie, swimmer. 43. 

TOMORROW: Air Marshal Sir 
Roger Austin. Controller. Aircraft. 
Ministry of Defence. 57; Mr Bill 
Be-i umo nr. .spans commeniaior. 45: 
Mr Andrew Bennett MP. 58: Dr 
Michael Brock, former Warden. Si 
George's House. Windsor Castle. 77; 
M Andre Courreses. couturier, ”4: 
Sir Ryualeyn Cu rum ng- Bruce, for- 
mer Lord >if Appeal. 85: Mr Bobby 


Fischer, chess champion. 54: Mr 
John Golding, trade union leader, bd: 
Mr Neil Hamilton MP, 48; Professor 
Sir Donald Harrison, laryngologist. 
72: Dr Thomas Johasioo. former 
Principal. Herioi-Wju Unhvnilt, 
70: General Sir Frank King. 78: Sir 
Norman Lindop. chemist and edu- 
cational administrator. 76; Mr Robin 
Martin, former chairman. Hcwetwn 
pic. 76; Mr David Matthews, com- 
poser. 54: Sir Nicholas Monck. 
former Permanent Secretary. De- 
partment of Employment. 62: Sir 
Donald Rjttee. High Court judge. N>. 
Professor Kenneth Robinson, former 
\ Ice -Chancellor. University of Hong 
Kong, 83: Mr Mickey Spiliane. nov- 
elist. 79: Lord Thurlow. former Gov- 
ernor of the Bahamas. SS; Professor 
Sir David WeatberaiL hacmatoloeisl. 
r>»: Mr David WOktls MP. 41. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Kenneth Grahume, 
author. 1S59: Frederic William 
Gnudty. printer and typographer. 
1865. Deaths: Louis-Hector Berlioz, 
composer. 1869: Sir Thomas 
Bcccham Bl, conductor. 1961; 
Richajd .Austen Butler. Baron But- 
ler of SafFron Walden, statesman. 
1982. On this day: a coal strike be- 
gan in Britain. 1944; the United Stales 
landed 35119 marines in South Viet- 
nam. 196?: the Nelson Column in 
Dublin was destroyed by an IRA 
bomb. 1966. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Duthac. St Felix or Dunwich. 
Si Humphrey or Hunfrid. Si John of 
Gad. Si Juiian of Toledo. Saints 
Philemon and Apollonius. St Pontius 
of Carthage. St Senna of Scatter}. Si 
Stephen of Obaziue and St Vero- 
mund. TOMORROW: Births: 
Amerigo Vespucci explorer. 1454: 
Ernest Bcvin. statesman. 1881: Vic- 
toria Mary SacksilhsW'est. novelist. 
1891 Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin, as- 
tronaut. Itil, Deaths: David Rizzio. 
secretary to M,iry. Queen of Scots, 
murdered I5n»>: .Arnold Tuvnlvc.w 


oaf philosopher. ISS3: George Burns 
(Nathan Birnbaum), comedian, 
writer and producer, 1996. On this 
day: Napoleon Buonaparte married 
Josephine dc Beauhornais. 1 796; 
the Soviet L'mnn sent ihe first dog. 
Laika. into space, in Sputnik 9. 1*361. 
Tomorrow is Mothering Sunday and 
ihe Feast Day of St Bosa. St 
Catharine of Bologna. Sr Dominic 
Savio. St Frances of Rome. St Gre- 
gory of Nyssa and St Padanus. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Portrait Gallery: Mary 
Connntty. “Henry VII and Princely 
Magnificence: Ihe Field of Cloth of 

Gold war. 3pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tale Gallery: Laurence Bradbury. 
“Characterful Contrasts: Kossoff 
and Kitaj”, 130pm. 

Dinners 

City University 

Sir John Leahy, Pro-ChancelJor, 
presided at the City University Con- 
vocation Dinner .held yesterday 
evening at the university, London 
EC1. Mr Stuart i. Dcsiin. Prime War- 
den n( (he Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths, was the guest speaker. 
Professor Ruoui Franklin. Vice- 
Chancellor. and Mrs Franklin, and 
Mr Robert W. CbappelL Chairman 
of Convocation, also attended. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbc rrtott*i RotjI. Vr.r lit Outdrcn 

FbikC l>«Ln jiimd' I be SW-S NfkJlaiiih Aprcal 
Gaia binmi anj BjIL [rlinuiktul IWnlinq 
CflWf. bifril^ara 

Changing of the Guard 
TI>U\r Tilt [l. ruM'hnW CAvaln Muuolrd Rrc- 
in-c-Tl nifiuni-. ihe Own** li!c GnaiiJ Jl Itorie 

llatn. 1-1 Utfiur-C Ra*rj) Hrri«Kui 
’Aafc- fTV’WrtsIbc'.KiLtn' .GuufJ.a! H il rt l m s t M 
IVIacc. 1 1 .'■'tax. *un»J pn*.aicj (U; ''iltluO-rr 

r«.ui! ■. TfiMtiKNinn Pi t - tl,ni-«h- 44 CcJn 

M"uninJ Kc^nui nuns [he yuivr - Lx, 
•"■iijni a! Ihw r.wrdc, Horn. 


A novelist dancing on banana-skins 


Jesus was a minor Galilean exorcist, ac- 
cording to A_N. Wilson; Paid, he writes in 
a new biography, was the real founder of 
Christianity. The General Synod office says 
it’s above debating such matters - not re- 
alising that if Jesus was an unimportant 
Jew. turned by Paul into a mythological 
hero, then all its debates, bureaucracy and 
paperwork are a case of fiddling while 
Rome lor perhaps Canterbury) burns. 
Sorry, Synodpersons: this one matters. 

Wilson, ever the novelist, invents a new 
Paul: a Temple policeman, paid by the 
Chief Priests, co-operating with the Ro- 
man forces. The pre-Christian Paul would 
be deeply offended. He was a strict Phar- 
isee. Today, he would be a gun-carrying 
West Bank settler. 

As a Christian. Paul remained a deeply 
Jewish thinker. His gospel was a Jewish 
message for the pagan world. Wilson sug- 
gests that he derived his view of Jesus’ cru- 
cifixion and resurrection from the mystery- 
religions (Mithras, Herakles, and all that), 
if not by direct borrowing then by sub- 
liminal imaginative memory. This theory 
was popular two generations ago, when 
de-Judaising Christianity was danger- 
ously fashionable. It is "now routinely 
abandoned. For Paul, Jesus’ death and res- 
urrection made sense within the Jewish, 
not the pagan, world-view. They were the 
long-awaited outcome of the whole bib- 
lical drama, the fulfilment of God’s 
covenant purpose to deal with the world's 
sin. They meant that God's new world had 
already been inaugurated. 

The only way to describe earth- 
shattering events like these was, for ftml, 
the language of myth and eschatology - 
two notoriously slippery words in recent 
theology, though Wilson dances around 


faith^n 


reason 


St Paul was not the inventor of 
a new religion in Christianity. 
He was a devout Jew who saw 
the fulfilment of an ancient 
covenant, argues Tom Wright, 
the Dean of Lichfield. 


on these banana-skins without realising 
their danger. Of course Paul used mytho- 
logical language. Virtually everyone who 
talks about God and the world is forced 
to. But his language derives not from pa- 
ganism, but from the Jewish scriptures. 
The prophets regularly used “end-of- 

the-world” mythological language to in- 
vest this-worldly events with their 
theological significance. Paul exploited 
these resources to the fall, not to distance 
himself from the Galilean Messiah, nor 
to imply that Jesus' death and resurreti- 
tion weren't literal historical events, but 
to give io those events their fall, nralti- 
t ext ured meaning. 

For all Wilson’s literary sophistication; 
he insists on reading what Paul meant lit- 
erally f Jesus' resurrection) as though it 
were simply myth, while he can’t recog- 
nise real Jewish mythology (“end-of-ihe- 
world”) when it bites him on the nose. Of 
course Paul also had a strong future hope, 
for the total renewal (not the actual 
“end") of the whole world. But his stress 
lay on what Israel’s God had already ac- 


complished in the events of Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. He saw that lit- 
eral, historical events, . so fac-from being 
boring or irrelevant, were the explosive 
happenings in which the creator God had 
acted dimacticaliy and decisively within 
space and time. . 

Paul understood the universal signifi- 
cance of this Jewish message about Jesils. 
Israel's vocation, to be . the .light of the 
world, had beeo accomplished through bfer 
Messiah. The Messiah, fa scripture, would 
be Lord of the whole world. "Paul was a 
herald, proclainung thfr iusw world rul :r 
to his unsuspecting subjects. His uttei y 
Jewish “gospel” thus- Challenged tie 
- grandiose claims of Gaesac as rio ihe e 
mystery religion cohkf wfar da 
, .What matters most, though, is Jesi s 
himself. Several' scholars,, from * mat y 
backgrounds, have reccnt^written sei - 
ousbooksabout Jesns'NoflSGf themsuf ■ 
-ports Wilson’s case. If hie doesn't want t > 
. . rea ^ mine (Jesusenultf&Victory of Got ‘ 
itb their 1996), let him consult o^Beis^nd tell □ 
exploited why he disagrees with, them. - - 
o distance The cultured desoiseisof Christian it 


themselves. If the Cfrtnch protests, WO 
■ son says-we art frkfrtenfla ^ rabbits wfad 
can’t face the fectsJf the scholars object^ 
he says we are trad^ufaphists protecting! 
our ciosed shq^ Wlto,.theoi would he be| 
prepared to listen to? Qther noveltsts? 






n^aiKisoanKi-bixjB,bwtypubte debate. J A 

If Synod is too bt^ze-arrm^ogthe dedc-, wi 
chairs on the Titanic, lets da what Paul W 
did: hire a hall and get on with the j<^>. f 

The sooner the fetter' r ; ■ • 

* 'Faith & Reason' is edited by. Paul VMiefy j 
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W eare the Peter Pan society. We are 
fixated with youth and give, as acul- 
ture, less and less to age and exoe- 
nence Butunlike the sentimental VictoS- 
ans, whose “boy who would not grow up” was 
forever 10, our cultural clock stops atl6, or 
soon afterwards. The cult of youth infects all 
aspects of our lives, from fashion to politics. 
Throughout the media, there is more inter- 
est m the views of Swampy and the Spice 
Girls than in those of the old - who maybe 
wise. - - 


in a Peter Pan society 


The so-called youth vote is considered a 
potent force, despite the fact that young peo- 
ple are more likely to be apathetic and irre- 
sponsible, and less likely to vote. Conversely, 
although older people are more interested, 
well read, better informed and 'much more 
likely to vote, “grey power” is surprising 
absent from British public life. 

Yesterday, the three majn party leaders 
gave their view to young journalists on the 
BBC’s Netvsround, the latest of several pre- 
election youth initiatives. Yet griHings by pen- 
sioners have hardly been a prominent part of 
the election warm-up. Even this week’s 
debate about pensions was not about our 
responsibility to the present-day elderly, but 
about whether today's young people would 
end up paying more for their own old age. 

Of course, this is an important issue. The 
main defect of the system of pension provi- 


sion in this country, apart from its daunting 
complexity, is that today's people of working 
age are not persuaded or forced to save 
enough for tbeir old age. Many do make ade- 
quate provisory but maity of the less-well-off 
are going to be left behind. 

. ' However; it is curious how little attention 
is paid to the fafceof the 10 jnjBion people who 
are already over 60. Ronghly speaking, about 
one-third of them are reasonably well-off - 
indeed they include most of the very richest 
individuals in the country. But another one- 
third form the. largest and most ignored sec- 
tion of tire population living in poverty. They 
used to be a central concern of the Labour 
Party. But Tciny Blair has said rather biutaliy 
of Labour's pledge at the last election to 
increase the basic state pension by £5 a week 
or £8 a week forcouples, that it did not win 
his party a single extra vote. Unfortunately, 
this is broadly true - one of the explanations 
for politicians' lade of interest in wooing the 
grey vote is that It is much less volatile than 
Others. Pensioners are not only better- 
informed about politics, but also more feed 
(and often more Conservative) in their views. 
Their very loyalty allows party leaders to 
ignore them. 

It is, nevertheless, not just a shame but a 
betrayal of trust between foe generations that 
so many of foe elderly have been treated so 
shabbily since foe link between the state pen- 



sion and average earnings was broken in i960. 
This breached the implied contract under 
which a whole generation paid its National 
Insurance contributions - that they would 
share in the country’s rising prosperity when 
they retired. 

In fact, one of New Labour’s least-noticed 
spending commitments is Harriet Hannan's 
promise to make sure that the poorest pen- 
sioners get their foil entitlement to social 
security benefits, which many are too proud 
to claim. Not only is this promise unpubli- 
cised, it is also uncosted, and could mean 
spending an extra £lbn a year. 

This is the least any government should feel 
obliged to do, and it is a pity that it came as 
a forced concession made under pressure 
from Barbara Castle last year. And indeed 
Lady Castle's passionate plea at foe Black- 
pool conference was typical of the way in 
which we treat elderly politicians: she was 
idolised for five minutes and then politely 
voted down. 

The cult of the Labour leader's youth does 
not help. Mr Blair is always “talkin’ *bout my 
generation”. If you did not know that he 
would be the youngest prime minister since 
Lord Liverpool in I81Z be will soon let you 
know, talking about how. “to people of my 
generation'', Marxist state control is old hat, 
or antagonistic industrial relations a distant 
memory. He comes dangerously dose to 


implying that old people have no place in his 
vision of Britain as a “Young Country”. 

But the impression he gives rings hollow. 
The more he talks of his youth, the more he 
sounds like someone trying to recapture 
something he has lost And this turns out to 
be nostalgia for an era when we were unem- 
barrassed by a sense of family obligation. Mr 
Blair invokes a thinly-modernised model of 
a society based on the extended family, 
where eiders are treated with respect and 
younger people take responsibility for them 
in their old age. His rhetoric of community 
is based on foe rights and duties we first learn 
in families. 

And this past is not wholly lost, as an ESRC 
report to be published on Monday shows. 
Family bonds are still strong; people stay in 
touch with their extended families much 
more than is often supposed. 

No one is in favour of restoring the Victo- 
rian patriarchy, but perhaps there is scope for 
a rebalancing of our culture, for a little more 
honouring of fathers and (don't forget tomor- 
row) mothers. Not to mention grandparents, 
uncles, aunts and the rest .And let us not for- 
get our pensioners in the coming election 
campaign. 

And by that we mean listening to them, not 
merely paying them. Age doesn’t necessarily 
bring wisdom, but experience often does. A 
Peter Pan society is also a childish one. 


I 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Beware the Tory MP and his racist gaffe - or was it? 


Sin Far from being a buffoon, David 
Evans MP is likely a sharp, if 
repugnant operator. Offensive and 
ugly racist language became the 
stock-in-trade of right-wingers in 
the Australian election campaign a 
year ago - and far from 
unsuccessfully. 

Polly Toynbee's point (“A glimpse 
at the Sark heart otTbiyism” 6 
March) about “political correctness” 

- by any standards a slippery concept 

- is nicely made. It has indeed 
become the ideal sop for right-wing 
commentators, used to fend off on ’ 
any demand for intellectual exertion. 
With Evans in mind, is “political 
correctness” not just the politically 
correct term forervilny and good- 
manners ? 

I have no-douhtlhat we shall bear 
more boorish and inflammatory . . 
outbursts in the coming campaign; 
but think twice before labelling them 
ill-judged or naive. 

Dr NANU GREWAL 
Oriel College. Oxford 

Sin Polly Toynbee is right foal those 
who claim to deplore foe language of 
equality actually deplore the idea of 
equality, hut she makes only a vague 
al lusion to foe principles of modem 
linguistics which underpin her 
argument. 

According to Ferdinand de ‘ 
Saussure's structuralist theory of 


: use words 
is indivisible from' their meaning. 
There cannot be a difference in form 
without a difference in meaning. 

The English fangiragg is less 
susceptible to inherently sexist usage 
than those languages which have a 
gender system, but it does have a 
colourful mid varied range of 
derogatory terms for women and 
foreigners, as Ms Toynbee 
mentioned: “wogs”, “bimbos”, 
“tarts", “nig- cogs” andsooD. There 
are far more ways to insult a woman 
or a foreigner than there are to insult 
awhile male. 

ALEXANDER HOFMANN 
(A white male) 

SiAridnws, Fife 

Sin ftjfly Toynbee doesn’t cast her 
net widely enough. Opinions like 
those of David Evans MP are, sadly, 
by no means restricted to 'fories and 
tari-drivecs. Think of all these 
Labour voters in Northern 
workingmen's dubs guffawing along 
with Bernard Manning. 

Evans, Manning and John 
Carlisle’s taxi driver represent a 
resentful backlash against the 
progressive changes of foe last 30 
years. Their values have been 
superseded by better ones, and they 
don’t like it. 

IAMES SCOTT 

Great Linford, Buckinghamshire 


Sin 1 take exception to the final 


ire are over 1,100 Conservative 
Clubs, more than twice the number 
of any other type of political club. I 
hare never been to a Conservative 
Qub Much is “foil of old, sour, mean, 
white faces”. 

Polly Tbynbee has shown tbar she 
is just as capable of making 
“politically incorrect” sweeping 
generalisation as those she sought to 
deride. 

KEN HARGREAVES 
Secretary, The Association of 
Conservative Clubs Ltd 
London SW1 

Sir Racism and sex&m, which are 
different forms ofxenophobia. share 
a common thought process: foe 
definition of a group to which the 
practitioner does not belong, the 
attribution to that group of 
unpleasant characteristics and foe 
willingness to punish all supposed 
members of the group on foe 
assumption that they possess those 
characteristics. 

Polly Tbynbee is not exempt from 
xenophobic reasoning. She 



to all us Conservative voters. We 
represent somewhere between a 
third and half of her fellow-citizens, 
yet I feel that if she could she would 


abolish the lot of us. We do disagree 
with many of her prescriptions for 
improving economic and social 
conditions, but if our analysis is 
different our motives are no baser 
than hers. 

COLIN ANGWIN 
London W8 

Sir: What has Luion done to offend 
Polly Tbynbee? We may have John 
Carlisle as MP for foe north of foe 
town (though many thought bun MP 
for white Johannesburg) and 
Graham Bright as MP for the south 
but, thank God, we don't have to 
suffer David Evans, who is MP for 
Welwyn Hatfield. 

He did, as chairman, preside in our 
football team’s slide from foe old 
first division to the present second 
(or foe old third) but this is the limit 
of his malign influence on the town. 
Equally, pray God, the influence of 
Messrs Bright and Carlisle will be 
lifted in a few weeks. 

PHILIP JONES. 

Luton, Bedfordshire 

Sin Every so often ray husband will 
rise from foe breakfast table 
muttering forcefully, “You tell 'em, 
Polly. Well said- You tell 'em." This 
morning (6 March) was no exception. 
What on earth is going on? 

FELICITY MARR1AN 
London SW3 


Pension reform will pay for itself 


Sir: You are wrong to say that the 
Government’s new pension plan 
w ould make youngsters “pay twice” - 
once to fond their own pensions, and 
again to pay for foe rest of us 
(Business comment, 6 March). In 
fact, switching from foe state’s chain- 
letter pension scheme to a property 
funded system gives a vast boost to 
economic growth that makes foe 
transition pay for itself. 

People regard National Insurance 
as a tax - indeed, a tax on jobs. So 
people are less willing to do a job, 
and employers less wilting to create 
them. But if foe money is going into 
their own personal growth fund 
instead of into the Government’s 
coffers, the incentives are reversed. 

The state scheme is a financial 
fraud, paying a return below 2 per 
cent on what foe average married 
man contributes. Singles and those 
above the average often get negative 
returns- they would be better off 
keeping their National Insurance 
contributions under the mattress. 

The state scheme leaves people 


with less money available to save for 
themselves. Replacing it with a 
funded system means a rush of new 
investment into British industry, 
generating new economic growth. 

Professor Martin Feldstein of 
Harvard University calculates tbe 
benefit of changing from a pay-as- 
you-go to a funded system m 
America at 3 per cent of GNP each 
year - doubling economic growth. It 
would take an economic ga i n of less 
than a tenth of that for the 
Government's new scheme to pay for 
itself without anyone at all having to 
“pay twice”. 

Dr EAMONN BUTLER 
Director 

Adam Smith Institute 
London SW1 

Sin Ifl am paying for my parents' 
pension and my son will, when be 
gets ajob.be paying for bus erwn 
pension, who will pay for my 

pension ? 

PETER EMMETT 
Folkestone, Kent 


Profitable future 
for terrestrial TV 

Sir: Rob Brown (“ ‘Two-brainsJ 
Eistein caught in two grinds”, 3 
March) seems not quite to have 
followed what l said on South Bank 
Live. The audience share of foe US 
networks has indeed declined: but 
their revenue, value and investment 
in programming have all risen more 
steeply. 1 made that argument 
eonsisiendv through my years at Sky: 
the new’ media will erode terrestrial 
audiences, but barely affect their 
revenues. I say exactly foe same now 
now 1 am ai Channel 5. 

Rupert Murdoch runs a successful 
twin terresirial/satellite strategy in 
foe US on predsety this basis. There 
is no contradiction involved. 

Far from Channel 5 having “an 
abvsmaUy low budget”, it will have 
three times foe spending power of 
Sky One, which wins a 5 per cent 
share in satellite homes against 40 
competitors. In three-quarters of foe 
homes receiving it, Channel 5 will 
face just four competitors. .. 

David ELSTEIN 

Chief Executive 

Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd " 

London WC2 


Fur farms: better to 
be partly right 

Sin Richard North's article on foe 
farming of mink for their fur (6 
March) quotes Dr Getiigia Mason of 
Oxford university, who says that 
mink is probably foe best example of 
factory forming and the least cause 
for concern. Mr. North's conclusion is 
that buying for is probably less 
immoral than buying battery eggs. 
This may be true bui is it still a rather 
weak, defence of fur -forming. 

The sad reality is that animals are 
exploited in may different ways for 
food, clothing, entertainment and 
experimentation. Oppose it all and 
you will be labelled an extremist; 
oppose only some of hand you will be 
accused of hypocrisy. 

Il is inconsistent to oppose for but 
not battery eggs, bat at least in doing 
so, one will be demonstrating some 
compassion. I would rather be 
inconsistently right than consistently 
wrong. 

RICHARD MOUNTFORD 
Birmingham 



Smokers always 
knew the risks 


Sir. I don't smoke; I'Ve never smoked. 
And foe reason is that when I was 
about eight, my mother, who did 
smoke very heavily, showed me the 
“tissue test”. In this, she blew 
uninhaled cigarette smoke through a 
tissue as compared to inhaled smoke. 
She showed me the brown mark from 
the uninhaled smoke, and explained 
forcefully foal every time she drew 
smoke into her lungs, that “beastly 
stuff” stayed tberc.“Mv lungs,” she 
said, “are" like sponges soaked with 
disgusting tar.” 

This was not in foe Sixties or 
Seventies. It was not in the Forties or 
Fifties. It was in the Thirties. And my 
mother, and all her generation, knew 
perfectly well what they were doing to 
themselves. How else did they explain 
their “smokers’ coughs”? Why else 
did they offer each other “coffin- 
nails"? 

I hate to come to the aid of foe 
tobacco industry, but fair's fair. It is 
utter nonsense for what you 
laughably call “early smokers" to 
claim they did didn't know that 
smoking damaged their health 
(report, 6 March). King James I knew 
how bad tobacco was for you when it 
first hit these shores. 

If the tobacco companies were not 
so busy trying to pretend that 
smoking is not dangerous, and called 
upon old smokers or elderly people 
whose parents smoked to give 
evidence that it was well-known that 
olting damaged your health and 
was related to fatal* Alness, they would 
have a better case for seeing off these 
who claim they followed fashion in 
foe Forties and Fifties without 
knowing the dangers. 

IYNNE REED BANKS. 

Beo minster, Dorset 


Bishop tried to bring 
peace to parish 

Sin John Walsh distorts events in the 
parish of Kings Norton (diary, 6 
March)? The Bishop of Birmingham 
and his senior staff have for some 
time been deeply involved in trying to 
restore a proper working relationship 
between foe Rev Eve Pitts and foe 
rest of foe clergy team with whom she 
is meant to be working. It was only 
when all else had failed that foe 
Bishop coupled a request for Mrs 
Pitts to resign with foe offer to 
continue to find her other work as a 
priest. To describe foe Bishop's 
actions as insensitive and to couple 
foe piece with the announcement of 
his engagement was unworthy. 

SUE PRIMMER 
Bishop s Press Officer 
Diocese of Birmingham 


Peerage on parade: red robes ffll the Lords chamber at the State 
Opening of Parliament Photograph: PA 

Blair’s packed House no gain for democracy 

majority, but it is hardly a move in tbe 
direction of a more democratic 
Britain. 

MARTIN OAKES 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 


Sin Have I got this right? According 
to Ran Abrams (“Blair’s lords-a- 
leaping ready to bring down the 
bouse”, 5 March), to make the House 
of Lords more democratic foe plan is 
to replace those Lords who are there 
simply because their ancestors did a 
favour for Charles J3, Gladstone or 
whoever with people who have done 
a favour for Tbny Blair. 

Whilst the peers to be replaced are 
now not beholden to anybody and 
may vote in tbe way they feel is is tbe 
national interest, one of foe 

requirements of their replacements is 
that they will vole for whatever Tony 
Blair tells them to. 

It might remove foe inbuilt Tbiy 


Sin In your leading article of 6 March 
you raise the questions of foe 
composition of foe second chamber 
and foe authority of local 
government. It should surely be a 
matter for discussion that foe second 
chamber should contain, as a major 
element, representatives of foe 
elected bodies in foe next lower local 
tier, at present county councils. 

Sir JOHN GRAY FRS 
KLngsand, Cornwall 


. Letters shopld lie addressed to Letters to tbe Editoi; The Indcpendoit, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Loodoa E14 5DL 
. (fax: 0171-293 2050; e-malh kttera@indepttdcnteQ.ofcl and include a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be edited far length and clarity, We regret vs* are unable to adoMmfedge unpublished letters. 


Jerusalem ballot box 
free of scorpions 

Sin Patrick Cockbum claims in his 
article “Another sting in the tale of 
the city of scorpions” (4 March) that 
foe Jewish majority in Jerusalem is 
artificial- He points out that towns 
such as Bethlehem and Ramalab are 
deliberately not included by Israel in 
the city’s boundaries, because of foe 
high numbers of Palestinians that live 
in these areas. 

Those towns have never been seen, 
and still are not, seen, as part of foe 
city of Jerusalem either by the Jews 
nor by foe Palestinians living in foe 
area. It is true that Palestinian 
neighbourhoods such as Abu-Dhis, 
which are not included in the 
boundaries of the city, are effectively 
a part of it, but the Palestinian 
population in these areas is not 
significant enough anyway to change 
the fact that a Jewish majority docs 
exist today in foe city. 

ERANPELEG 
Pembroke College, Oxford 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


R eader suggestion of the 
week conies from John 
Ormerod of Bury St 
Edmunds who complains about 
the phrase “Anthony (now 
Lord) Barber” and switches 
between Lord and Roy Jenkins. 
He writes: “Could you consider 
becoming foe first newspaper to 
drop titles altogether? (I believe 
the New Scientist has done so). 
Do away with Lords, Ladies. 
Misters. Mrs and Misses, doc- 
tors, professors and all. using 
them only when needed for 
identification. Strike a blow for 
equality!" 

It is an intriguing idea. Whau 
I wonder, do readers think? 
Would you resent a missing 
piece of information - for 
instance that X was a peer, or Y 
an archbishop - or would you 
prefer foe newspaper Co be a 
democratically flattened meet- 
ing place, at least as far as tides, 
honorifics and other handles 
go? Most views welcome - 
though perhaps, on this occa- 
sion- h would be fair if members 
of foe Royal Family and High- 
land dan leaders refrained from 
taking pan. 

The most interesting party of 
the week turns out to be 
Tribune's 60th birthday bash at 
Brown's restaurant in London. 
New Labour, sleek and brim- 
ming with confidence, rubs 
padded shoulders with dishev- 
elled veterans from the Cam- 
paign for Real Socialism, florid 
trade unionists and the flotsam 
of radical hackery. Surging 
Labour optimism about their 
chances in the election and, not 
far behind that in importance, a 
free bar. help ensure general 
bonhomie. 

But tension is just below the 
surface. For instance, a discus- 
sion among hard-edged and 
earnest Blairites about the need 
for radical changes (o pensions, 
not so different from Peter Lil- 
Jey’s proposals, is broken short 
by a characteristic display of 
operatic from Barbara Castle. 
She and Michael Foot are the 
“Gog and Magog of Old 
Labour”. Some elements of foe 
party, she warns, have been try- 
ing to exorcise foe two of them 
for years. “They wifi not suc- 
ceed,” roars the Red and pro- 
foundly octogenarian Baroness. 

And Laity's proposals on 
pensions ? If foe Labour move- 
mem doesn’t scupper this kind 
of thing “It - is - DEAD!” Just 


as youthful Blairites grimace 
and wince at one another, Cas- 
tle offers a double-edged but 
generous tribute to Blair himself 
- she is deeply impressed by his 
(short pause) presentational 
stalls, though she also admires 
his readiness to “fight foe bug- 
gers on their own territory." 
New Labour exhales with relief 
and prepares for a burst of only 
slightly patronising applause. 
But then Castle concludes that 
foe role of Tribune under a new 
government is more important 
than ever ... “It is to make sure 
they KILL THE RIGHT PEO- 
PLE” We often use foe phrase 
“nervous laughter”. Now I know 
what it sounds like. 


Deeply unfair, 
bug-eyed, rotten 
damn Press Award 
judges affected by 
too many years on 
the sherry (oh all 
right. Independent - 
no points) 


On Thursday evening, we 
endure foe cheerful abuse of 
allegedly fraternal colleagues at 
the British Press Awards annual 
journalistic beano in London. 
Deeply uofair, bug-eyed, rotten 
damn judges, affected, no doubt, 
by too mam' years on foe forti- 
fied British sheny produce a sit- 
uation which has developed - as 
Emperor Hirohito would have 
put it - not entirely to our advan- 
tage. (Oh. all right then. Inde- 
pendent - mil points.) A boyish 
wine waiter is particularly abu- 
sive. Later I discover that the 
youthful hotel functionary is in 
fact Piers Morgan, editor of the 
Mirror Our table agrees that 77a* 
Guardian s award for foe Neil 
Hamilton affair is weH-deserved. 
then spends much of foe rest of 
the evening thinking up Not the 
Press Awards - biggest newspa- 
per lie of foe vear, most cata- 
strophic redesign. most 
pompous columnist, and so on. 
We are much cheered up by this 
useful thought. Would anyone 
sponsor these awards? On the 
other hand ... what tf we won 
any? 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Well she’s a single girl, lives with her boyfriend, three bastard chil- 
dren. lives in Cambridge, never done a proper job. People have 
to make their mind up - David Evans, Tory MP, on his Labour 
opponent m the general election. Melanie Johnson 
After due consideration. I regret some of foe things I said and I 
apologise to the Prime Minister and to others for any embar- 
rassment or offence which mav have been caused - David Evans. 
Tory MP 

Ramsay .MacDonald sat me on his knee and I've looked at Labour 
leaders in a funny way ever since - Tony Benn. Labour MP 
l don't think I experienced many Labour MPS being as sreedv 
as foe Tories were. And. being a Torv, it hurts me to sav'foat - 
Ian Greer, lobbyist 

I can pull him back as though he were on one of those dog leads 

- Jane Clark, wife of former Tory minister Alan Clark 

I find dimness interesting. I often wonder what it's like not to be 
an intellectual - Anne Haverty. novelist 

To forbid ail human cloning now might also halt a whole new 
branch of medicine before it begins — Steve Jones, professor of 
generics at Unh crsuy College. London 

The war destroyed foe demand for garden gnomes and birdbaths 

- Terry M^jor-Ball. the Prime Minhrcr's brother 
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Just what 


s fashion 



? 


. . . apart from employing supermodels 
and making people rich? For a start, it's 
sewn into the very fabric of our everyday 
lives; after all, we all wear* clothes. But 
fashion’s brief goes far beyond mere 
function. By Peter Popham 



"1 


ear-old 


> 

son has no 
income, and he 
spends every 
last penny of it 
on his clothes. He spent £40 
recently on a cotton jumper 
emblazoned with the logo from 
Planet of the Apes and the word 
FUCT. His white, suede Vans 
boots, with thick rubber soles 
and the crucial brand name 
inscribed on the tip of the toe, 
set him back £60. Today, he will 
go to Camden Market and buy 
the thin brown woolly item he 
has set his heart on which 
hangs down below his waist 
and has the word Blunt printed 
in orange on the nipple inside 
a blue ova] frame. It will cost 
him £35. 

1 don't understand it. I don't 
know what it's all about. Occa- 
sionally. something he buys hits 
you in’lhe face - those orange 
combat trousers he wore last 
summer coming back from 


Glastonbury, but most of the 
time, it's jus! dimly mystifying - 
all these non-descript, mass-pro- 


duced garments with their cryp- 
df-jokey 


tic. half-jokey brand names. But 
I understand that it matters. He 
thinks about his choices for 
weeks. He broods. He even 
saves. He's doing something 
important, he's creating himself 
or some sort of carapace, he's 
building an identity with his 
Blunts and Vans and FUCTs. 

We are in the midst of the 
spring shows - London and 
Milan behind us. Paris and 
New York yet to come - and 
fashion (sail around us. It's the 
same every year, but it's gone 
to a new extreme in Britain 
now. London fashion Week, 
which finished a week ago, had 
a vastly higher profile than in 
previous years. The grande 
dame of punk. Vivienne West- 
wood, was lured back after 
eight years away, and Prada, the 
hottest fashion house in the 



WE'RE PILING PEPS HIGH 
AND SELLING 'EM CHEAP 
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1997 is the year of the PER with sales set to be the highest ever. Buy one through 
The PEP Superstore and you can save up to £300 on a £6,000 PEP. Typically, that's 
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greatpowers of cancentration, 

and ft confirms the privileged 
few in their pride of casta 

The excitement at s tep fash- 
ion show when the designer is 
really on km has nothing 
artificial about it Foe these 
are geared occasions, qd 

which a great deal depends: 
from this concexriratedSa min- 
utes of spectacle; a whole cas- 
cade of judgements and deci- 
gxrms tumbl es down through 
press and TV and corporate 
flAriaim rafllrin gwhich. if pOS- 
jtrve, can transform the way 
the nation dresses over 'the 
months and years ahead. 
Alternafiive&'it can flop as 
totally as Flynow by- Cnam- 
nan’s show in London last 
week, where no-one bought 
aqythip g. Its no wonder that 
the adrenaline flows, and the 
buzz becomes addictive. 

In the midst of onr flattened, 
secularised, anti-hierarchical 
society, the fashion business 



caste of] . 
that within their narrow 
domain are enormous. Their 
task is to tell the public what it 
wants, and sunmtaneooBly to 
mate it dear how hard ft is 
going to be fin* them toget it 


I 


ub&bookThePhilosophyof 


Money (19 78), Georg Star 
mel wrote “We call t 


world these past three years, 
dropped in for the first time, 
and threw the week's best party. 

Media coverage had been so 
enormous that fashion editors 
on the broadsheets began to fear 
overkilL and started pacing 
themselves. Milan, accordingly, 
has passed practically unno- 
ticed- But next week, when the 
fashion world regroups under 
the Louvre's glass pyramid, it 
will start all over again. 

When fashion comes at you at 
the familiar pace - one silly 
snap, one sexy one, one new sen- 
sation, one veteran making a 
comeback - it's part of the 
everyday static; we lake it or 
leave it. But when, as now, it 
comes at you in a big scrimmage 
of hype and money and head- 
lines and national destiny, you 
have at some point to sit up and 
ask - what is it all about? What 
is fashion for? 

On one level, the question is 
easily answered. Fashion is big 


business; it is our fourth largest 
industry, according to Amy de la 
Have, curator of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum's big new 
exhibition. The Cutting Edge: 
50 Ihus of British Fashkwu which 
opened last week. So the fash- 
ion shows are merely trade 
shows. The frocks are just wid- 
gets that happen to be pretty 
enough to make the front pages. 
The wheels of commerce 
revolve, the human cogs do 
their stuff. 

But this explanation leaves all 
the important questions beg- 
ging. Why are the V&A's cos- 
tume galleries by far the most 
popular in the museum? Why 
did more than 100.000 people 
stream through their Street Style 
exhibition two years ago? What 
son of role does fashion play in 
our society? 

Fashion's big strength is its 
unique combination of univer- 
sality and inslantancity. We may 
be tone deaf, we may shut out 
newspapers and television and 
radio, but all of us put some- 
thing on in the morning. Nearly 
all of us also enter into carnal 
relations at some point, and in 
the process notice, if only min- 
imally. as we rip them off, what 
others are wearing. We all wear 
clothes, and we all have views 
about the clothes that others 
wear. Gothes are the most inti- 


mate form of self -expression, 
and the only compulsory one. 
The message they convey may 
only be apathy, slovenliness and 
self-loathing, but it comes across 
with horrible clarity. 

And we can change the mes- 
sage in the time it takes to 
undress and dress again. In that 
fleeting interlude, we can re-cre- 
ate ourselves. This is fun for 
teenagers and confusing for par- 
ents, but what it can mean for an 
entire society is demonstrated by 
the imperial War Museum's 
exhibition Forties Fashions and 
the Christian Dior New Look. 


W hen Britain was faced 
in September 1939 
with imminent inva- 
sion and national catastrophe, 
the propaganda potential of 
clothes quickly became appar- 
ent. As a universal medium for 
expressing communal solidarity 
and identity, they had a won- 
derful expressive versatility. 
British wit and pragmatism was 
expressed in the hats that 
glowed in the dark for wearing 
during blackouts. Gass divi- 
sions "were temporarily abol- 
ished as top designers turned 
out ‘■utility" clothing for the 
masses, using the minimum pos- 
sible amount of fabric. A range 
of scarves was produced, cov- 
ered in patriotic and exbortatory 


catch phrases - “Is your journey 
really necessary?” “Keep it 
under your hat 5 *, “We shall not 
flag or fail - we shall go on to 
the end". There was a dressing 
gown covered witii rpaps of 
Britain arid dotted with stirring 
slogans “This detru-paradise” 
etc - from Shakespeare., ’ 

' ‘ But most eloquent dfall'wfas' 
undoubtedly the siren suit,- 
which became as recognisable a 
trade mark of Gnrrchfll as the 
big cigar. The one on display 
here is made of maroon velvet, 
expressing in a single garment 
urgency, commonsense and 
insouciant dandyism. 

What the exhibition well 
conveys is that at moments of 
national crisis, fashion is a very 
big gun in the national armoury 
- because it touches every- 
body. Fifty years on, fashion 
stffl carries a terrific voltage, 
but its function in society is 
drastically different 

The catwalk show is fashion's 
defining ritual. Fhshion may, as 
some believe, be the rock ‘n’ roll 
of the late 90s, but the fashion 
show is nothing like a rock ‘n’ 
roll concert. It may have the 
background music; re may have 
the improbably or grotesque or 
out of the way location beloved 
of performance or installation 
artists. It may require the 
same sort of intense concen- 


tration as a concert of modern 
mump. But in all essentials, it 
is tike none of these. 

Unlike all of the above, a. 
fashion show 
just once. It is highly e 
witness the scenes of rampag- 


ishowinthe] _ 
fnritand vegetable marketlast 
Friday as hnndreds tried and 
failed to. crash the gates. . 

Once admitted, you discover 
that seating is allocated in 
accordance with {he strictest 

tan 

icn writers together, buyers 
together on the other side of the 
catwalk, foreign journalists 
together at the end. 

Once seated, you wait and- 
wait and wait: most of last 
weekfc London shows started 
abysmally late, same an hour or 
mare later than scheduled. Btit 
once the thing finally gets 
going, ftfe all over in the blink- 
ing of an eye. McQueen showed 
100 outfits worn by some 30 
models in 15 minutes. In that 
time, the buyers and the jour- 
nalists had to absorb all the 
wieard outfits flashing past their 
eyes, log their distinctive fea- 
tures and reach judgments 
about them. Itfe a task that 
requires huge amounts of 
knowledge ana experience and 


those 

objects valuable that resjst our 
desire to possess them." Fashion 
is a highly sophisticated system * 
of rationing. Without the whole 
panoply of fashion ’Weeks, die 

crowds ofwannabes rattling the 

gates, the cameras, the lights, 
the "delays, tbe.almost tangible 
glamour, what would you have 
left? Racks and racks of dotfaes, 
more or less stupid or witty or 
charming, but all fatally lacking 
the magic ingredient that the 
business imbues the best of 
them wife - unpossessafcHity. 

The Cutting Edge, the new 
exhibition at the V&A, cele- 
brates 50 years of British fash- 
iori, from Nonnaq Harmefl to 
McQueen andfrom Burberry to 
Zandra Rhodes. Elegantly 
staged in a high, salon-like 


Street Style show. British 
fashion comes out of it looking 
in excellent shape. V .’ 

• Bat it leaves one aware that 
only half the stray is being told. 

Here are the dothes, close 
enough to touch. One can look 
at them for as long as one 
likes: admire the tailoring, the j 
fabrics, the play of forms and 
ideas. But what is missing is all 
die fizz and hype that sur- 
rounded them when they first, 
entered our consciousness, all 
the froth and nonsense that 
forced us to pay attention to 
these kipper ties anti miniskirts 
and Tommy Nutter suits m the 
first place, and set them on a 
high shelf of desirability. 

' Here they are, drained of 
mystique. One result is that 
many of the clothes don't look 
half as stupid and dated as one . . 
would expect. But equally they 
are shorn of their desirability. * • 

They simply hang there, 
inscrutably. ' g . 


jo brand’s 


First of all, a big thank-you to 
my mum for letting me have a 
week's holiday in Spain 
without worrying about the 
column. I spent most of the 
week in Madrid and a couple 
of days in Toledo, the sword- 
making capital of Spain, for 
what that news is worth. 

One thing 1 did like about 
inland Spain, which applies to 


many countries in Europe 
far 


with different drinking laws 
from us. is that there seems to 
be very little of the desperate 
iaddish drunkenness you get 
over here, when it suddenly 
strikes the boys that the pub 
is going to close in 10 minutes 
and they'd belter get them in 
big-time. This results in a 
rush of alcohol to brains and 
the neanderthal behaviour we 
witness regularly at weekends. 
In fact, the only episode of 
staggering, blind drunkenness 
I witnessed the entire time I 
was there starred a well- 
known British film director - 
my lips arc sealed. Obviously, 
it's a different story on the 
coast of Spain, but 1 think 
you'll find again that that's 
our mob again. 


from what I have just said, 
but was executed with some 
panache. Scene: a late-night 
bar serving hot chocolate 
textured tike wet concrete. 
Protagonists: A man dressed 
as a down flogging roses to 
lovers and a middle-aged 
man in a smart suit. A 
friendly discussion between 
these two took about three 
minutes to turn into a 
shouting match daring which 
the down tried desperately to 
lift the tension by making 
funny noises and squeezing 
his nose. The man in the suit 
smashed a rose to pieces on 
the bar and looked as if he 
was going to floor the down. 
Result: very big barman 
grabbed besuited drunk by 
scruff of neck and did a real 
Wild West saloon kick up the 
jacksie, propelling man oat of 
door Clown was shaken, and 
may now think twice about 
his selling technique. 
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and opened the door. One 
took a swing at him, nearly 
planting a real scorcher right 
on his nose. Who were these 
guys? Neo-nazis? Yobbo lads? 
No. they were two very 
respectable-loo kino men ^ 
their late 40s in suits. This 
could be the year of the 
middle-aged man frenzy. 


On Sunday and several others 
too numerous and revolting ’ 
to mention to pop down to the 
Comedy Store lane show and 
give me 10 minutes of their 
best jokes. Oh, what jar that 
would be. 


money from providing • 
cleaning sendees NHS, 
which everyone knows' 
accepts the cheapest deal * 

going to save dosb. Sounds 
tike a template for the reSt of : . 
goverainent poSyl-' T 
MrJsvaai&hasiai feast said _ 
he is sorry to Virginia ' ' ] 
Bottomiey for ias^dead from “ 
the neck up” commentond she 

fdshe is 

dead from the nedt up, then. : 


Haring just eulogised about 
the relative sobriety of 
Spanish drinkers. I would 
like to relate an incident 
which detracts somewhat 


Road rage is alive and well in 
Germany, as experienced by 
my brother this week. Having 
suffered the tailgating, 
headlight-flashing attentions 
of a very flash Merc on the 
Autobahn, he pulled over to 
let it pasL, only to draw up 
behind it in a traffic jam. At 
this point, two blokes jumped 
out. ran to my brother's car 


I hope that a season of plays - 
at the Battersea Arts Centre 
directed by four theatre . 
critics may open the 
floodgates for afl critics of the 
arts to get as good as they 
give for a change. Afl 
performers have, at one time 
or another; been given what 
they cozrsiderto.be a vicious, 
personal review which has 
nothing to do with the 
performance they gave. I call 
upon Garry Bus hell, that 
Levin woman from the Mail 


David Evans seems to be a 
bit of a gift for the Labour ’’ 
Party, and although his views 
are outrageous to the point of 
being funny, it makes me 
wonder how someone tike Mr - 
Evans has got as far as he has 
without his constituents 
booting him out well before . 
now. Some unfortunate group 
of people are represeniedm . 
Parliament by this b uffoo n; 
and the more one sees of 
these right-wing MP5, the - 
more one despairs for the 

human race. One Thing t hat 

should be borne, in mind is; 
that Mr Evans made his 


Another motor-inOath’s " 
wrath on the akwaveshas 
met with severe disapproval, 
framiy Bakers strong 

opinions has® proved a bit - 

too much for Radio [Five, who 
have^varhimtheheave-ho. 
IwouldsaythatBaiinyBafcer 
has proved to be more than a 
match fertile people who 
phone in to hfe programme, . 
wbo, by the very act of - 

picking tip dtt-recrivei;prow 
thatthejliW strong. “ 
opinions themselves. This is 


territoij sard where sport, 

politics Or'tefljjgon are if.' - >‘ 

^ n *9 I T e d,it is«Hitttog«oiit * V 

of hand. Ai least Danny 

Baker does not tend to , ■ ?/'* V 

express racist opinions in^ 

front of schookhIldren.No T - 

we fetfvethafto oiff 

politicians . .■.'•v.V • 


[Join Lr liSiO I 
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the commentators 


........ 

andsmaiyin? 


A bad week for foe Gov- 
ernmest; an awful week 
for the Qmrnh of Eng- 
land. First, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey, 
& has not been asked to officiate 
at the ponfinnation of 14-year- 
old Prince William tomorrow. 
And then, the church’s new 
Easter campaign - which was 
to use the logo of foe JCHky, 
foe “cult TV hit” (newspaper 
talk for very popular television 
series), plus an adapted slo- 
gan, “The Truth Is Here” - has 
had to be ditched for reasons 
of copyright. AD of which fur- 
ther justifies - does it not? 
the growing criticism of Eng- 
land’s established church as 


for 

ed 


tying call fe this? Come on in - 


much more attractive is a creed 
that says, "Come in, you’re 
one of the fortunate few - all 
the others are going to burn!" 

And what can you do with a. 
church where all the' most 
intelligent people spend much 
of their time disputing its own 
tenets? . Several Bishops 
believe that the Book of Rev- 
elations is “pretty pathologi- 
cal”, that: the virgin birth is 
nonsense, that the resurrection 
is a myth. The more theology 
gets foscussed in the Chuttih of 
England, the less religious peo- 
ple become. ' 

How can you feel' flame in 


bumbling, ineffectual and. your heart for an institution 


uncertain. 

The Prince and Princess of 
Wales don’t care for Carey. 
They have given the confirm- 
ing job to the Bishop of Lon-, 
don; the bearded Rt Rev 
Richard Chartres - an oppo- 
nent of the ordination of 
women (too many breasts, 
apparently) - and a believer in 
the need to rediscover the 
power of prayer and worship. 
This is ecclesiastical code for. 
not doing too much to encour- 
age gays or womens There is 
no record of' what Prince 
William thinks of this choice. 
Indeed, wc have no idea What 
Prince William believes. lie 
may even be a secret Satanist . 

Bur what extraordinary sin 
has joined ihe Wileses 
together in animosity towards 


whose greatest disputes 
involve columnists from the 
Daily Telegraph accusing bish- 
ops (as one did this week) of 
being in a “terrible state of 
inconsistency”? “You have 
come before this Holy Court 
charged with the monstrous 
and unnatural crime of incon- 
sistency. Before the monks set 
Same to the feggots, have yon 
anything to say?" , 

When they are not Launch- 
ingill-fated trendy campaigns, 
cosyiug up fo gays, re-strmgmg 
theiracoustic guitars and ques- 
tioning the faith, they are tu ber 
found in territorial disputes 
that make Bar Chester Tbvyers. 
look like 'the Koran. Thke 
Lincoln, where die Bishop ? 
won’t peay in his own cathedral' ' 
because of -a , various dispute 


the Archbishop? After all, between aDean and aCarton. 
what God ha^reid asuridirr,'fot : What a messl; v : 
no man reunite: Tall bemuse And thank GodibT, it/. 
Carey is into tainbourinesand Thank God that it is So un cer- 
singing? Because he cajlsrthe tain, inconsistent* mixed and ; 


Queen Mum “dear"? Because 
he lacks the .pallor of the 
Oxford library, or the manners 
of High Table? ‘ " 

Poor - George. Even his 


mnddled;thatiihas absorbed / 
the energies and spiritual fed- I 
ings of thereligious among us. J 
That there are no miracles. No 
shrouds. No milky statues. No , 


name is' against him. "Whs smiting. No purges. No fiery 
there, in Snow White, an eighth ' crosses. No inquisitions. No 


spiritual dwarf? In line behind 
Doc, Bashful, Happy, Sleepy, 
Grumpy, Dopey ana Sneezy, 
may vyc find Carey, the com- 
passionate, slightly . vague 
dwarf? Poor George, whose 
fate is to be praised by Wifliam 
Recs-Mogg as possessing a 
“personality with a steady 
rather than a dramatic pulling 
power", who. is (in Rees- 
Mogg’svjew) an “Aunt Ethel" 
Archbishop. . 

Is it all ms fault, or the Sony 
na$s arrived at by the church he 
leads? It is, after all,* “broad 
church". Butwhalkindofa ral- 


flageUsrian. No dipping Jews 
or owning heretics. No such 
thing as heresy. No crusades. 
No bloody processions. No 
Church Militant 

Instead we have the Her- 
itage Church. We have the 
fond for the upkeep of the 
church spire, Clany’s turn.to 
do the flowers, “that was a 
lovely service, vicar”. Hymn 
147, the parish newsletter, 
prayers for the poor, prayers 
for the Prince of Wales. 

The churches are full in 
Croatia and the masques are 
packed in Tfehran. 


’ Han ot the community. 

' Out of good manners I shall 
not mention names, but this 
week Have experiencedpub- 
Iic tfiscussiotts of . cloning with 
several prominent religious 
leaders, and it has not been 
edifying. One of the most emi- 
nent of these spokesmen, 
recently elevated to the House 
of Loros, got off to a flying start 
by refusing to shake hands 
twfo the women in the studio, 
apparently for fear that they 
might be. menstruating or 
otherwise “unclean". 

They took the insult gra- 
ciously, and with the “respect" 
always bestowed on religious 
prejudice (but no other kmd of 
prejudice). The spokesman 
then, when asked what barm 
cloning might do, answered 
that atomic bombs were harm- 
ful. No disagreement there, 
bat the discussion was in fact 
supposed to.be about cloning. 

Since it was his choice to 
shift die discussion to atomic 
bombs, perhaps he knew more 


Dolly and the 
doth-heads 


he admirable Dolly 
f. I "the sheep must have 

■ felt her cloned ears 

■ burning this week. 

.Ji.. She has seldom 

been off tbe air, seldom for 
from the Comment columns, 
tbe Leader pages or tbe Letters 
to the Editor. 

What has intrigued me is the 
process by which invited con- 
tributors to the broadcast 
debates on sacb delicate mat- 
ters are chosen. Some of them 
are experts in the field, as you 
would expect and as is right 
and proper. Others are distin- 
guished scholars of moral or 
legal philosophy, which is 
equally appropriate 

Both these categoriesof per- 
son have been invited in their 
own right, because of their 
expert knowledge or then- 
proven abiHty to think intelli- 
gently and express themselves 
clearly. The arguments they 
have with .each other are 
usually illuminating and 


by Richard Dawkins 



Ui 





But there is another cate- 
gory of obligatory guest There 
is die inevitable "represent- 
ative” of tbe so-and-so “com- 
munity”; -and, of course, we 
mustn’t forget the “voice" from 
the such-and-such “tradition”. 
Not to mince words, the reli- 
gious lobby. Lobbies in the 
• plural, I should say, because all 
the reKgkms have their point of 
view, and they all have to be 
represented test their res- 
pective “communities” feel 
'slighted. 

This has the incidental effect 
of multiplying the sheer num- 
ber of people in the studio, 
with consequent consumption, 
if not waste; of time. It also, I 
believe, often has the effect of 
. lowering the level of expertise 
and intelligence. This is only to 
be expected, given that these, 
spokesmen are chosen not 
because of their own qualif- 
ications in the field, or as 
thinkers, but simply because 






Religious lobbies have an inside track to influence and 
power; But, as their contribution to the debate on 
animal cloning shows, their views are a waste of time 


about physics than about bio- 
logy? But, no, having delivered 
himself of the daring false- 
hood that Einstein split the 
atom, he switched with con- 
fidence to geological history. 
He made the celling point foal, 
since God laboured six days 
and then rested on the seventh, 
scientists, too, ought to know 
when to call a halt. 

Now, either be really be- 
lieved that the world was made 
in six days, in which case his 
ignorance alone disqualifies 
Him from being taken seriously. 
Or, as the presenter charitably 
suggested, be intended the 
point purely as an allegory - in 
which case it was a lousy 
allegoiy. 

Sometimes in life it is a 


good idea to stop; sometimes 
it is a good idea to go on. The 
trick is to deride when to stop. 
The allegoiy of God resting on 
the seventh day cannot, in 
itself, tell us whether we have 
reached the right point to stop 
in some particular case. As 
allegory, the six-day-creation 
story is empty. As history, it is 
false. So why bring it up? 

The representative of a rival 
religion on the same panel was 
frankly confused. He feared 
that a human clone would lack 
individuality. It would not be a 
whole, separate human being 
buL a mere soulless automaton. 

When one of the scientists 
mildly suggested that he might 
be hurting foe feelings of ident- 
ical twins, be said that identical 


twins were a quite different 
case. Why? Because they occur 
naturally, rather than under 
artificial conditions. Once 
again, no disagreement about 
that. But weren’t we talking 
about '‘individuality", and 
whether clones are “whole 
human beings’ or soulless 
automata? 

This religious spokesman 
seemed simply unable to grasp 
that there were two separate 
arguments going on: first, 
whether clones are auto- 
nomous individuals (in which 
case the analogy with identical 
twins is inescapable and his 
fear groundless): and second. 
whether there is something 
objectionable about artificial 
interference in the natural 


processes of reproduction (in 
which case other arguments 
should he deployed - but 
weren’t). 1 don't want to sound 
uncharitable, but I respectfully 
submit to the producers who 
put together these panels that 
merely being a spokesman for 
a particular “tradition" or 
“community" may not be 
enough. Isn’t a certain minimal 
qualification in ihe IQ depart- 
ment desirable, loo? 


On a different panel, this 
time on radio, yet another reli- 
gious leader was similarly per- 
plexed by identical twins. He 
too had theological grounds for 
fearing that a clone would not 
be a separate individual and 
would therefore lack “dignity". 

He was swiftly informed of 
the undisputed scientific fact 
that identical twins are clones 
of each other with the same 
genes, exactly like Dolly the 
sheep except that Dolly’s clone 
is older. Did he really mean to 
say that identical twins (and we 
all know some) lack the dignity 
of separate individuality? His 
reason for denying the rele- 
vance of the twin analogy was 
even odder than the previous 
one. Indeed ii was transpar- 
ently self-contradictory. 

He had great faitb. he 
informed us, in the power of 
nurture over nature. Nurture is 
why identical twins are really 
different individuals. When 
you get to know a pair of twins, 
he pointed out triumphantly, 
they even look a hit different 

Er. quite so. And if a pair of 
clones were separated by 50 
years, wouldn't Lheir respective 
nurtures be even more differ- 
ent? Haven't you just shot 
yourself in your theological 
foot? He just didn't get it -but, 
after all, he hadn't been chosen 
for his ability to follow an 
argument. 

Religious lobbies, spokes- 
men of “traditions" and “com- 
munities"’, enjoy privileged 
access not only to the media 
hut to influential committees 
of the great and ihe good, to 
the House of Lords (as I men- 
tioned above), and to boards of 
school governors. 

Their views are regularly 
sought, and heard with exag- 
gerated “respect *, by parlia- 
mentary committees. Religious 
spokesmen and spokeswomen 
enjoy an inside track to influ- 
ence and power which others 
have to earn through their own 
ability or expertise. 

What is the justification for 
this? Maybe there is a good 
reason, and I’m ready to be 
persuaded by it. But, on the 
face of it isn't there more just- 
ification for choosing expert 
witnesses for their knowledge 
and accomplishments as indi- 
viduals, than because they rep- 
resent some group or class of 
person? Come to ihink of iL in 
the light of all those worries 
about lack of individuality 
among clones, isn’t there a 
touch of irony here? Maybe 
even a useful allegory'? Ah, 
now. you're talking! 

The writer is Professor of the 
Public Undemanding of Scietice 
at Oxford Unhvnitv. 


Rough guide to Blair’s tartan trouble 


Ini 

. tiU !; 


T he “project” was to do for Eng- 
land what Labour bad done in 
Middle Scotland: appeal to foe 
type of voter with two cats and a drive- 
way who lived around John Smith's 
Edinburgh home. Five years on, the 
project has been so successful that 
Labour is faring up to the unusual sen- 
sation, at its Inverness conference 
this weekend, of being less popular in; 
Scotland than it is south of the Tweed. 

The reason? Apparently simple. 
Scotland has four-party politics. If you 
pm the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
into the mix. Labour at the last poll 
had 46 per cent of intending voters, 
down six points, with Nationalists at 
26, Tories cm 16 and rural pockets of 
liberal Democrats up to 30 per cent 
riMtvtmp against three opponents 


has created problems for New Labour. 
Whereas ft is designed to appeal to foe 
English centre ground, foe SNP poses 
a serious risk to limy Blair’s troop&by 
attracting those on the left and under- 
mihi&gTbe heartlands vote. 

But perhaps the reason is not as 
simple as it looks. The ease with 
which votes switch away from Labour, 
rauy reflect the fact that H has been the 
political Establishment in Scotland 
throu gh out the Cansetvaore years — 
powerless in Westminster whil e dom- 
inant in tlianation'scouncil chambers. 
This week saw local authorities setting 
their budgets in foe toughest rou nd of 
spending cuts vet. Edinburgh is to died 
H3& jobs, arid on Thursday faced a 
Unison shutdown of nanny services in 
protest In Glasgow, te a che rs were on 
strike for foe first rime in a decade. 
The blame is aimed a* Aw Govern- 
ment, but no one is in any doubt that 
Gordon Brown’s budgets — anjied at 
reassuring Middle England- wpuld do 


Labour faces 
anannyaf 
trouble-makers 
within its own 
rariksin 
Scotland. 
Unusually, it 
now finds itself 
less popular 
there than 
south of the 
Tweed. 

By Douglas 
Fraser 


little to help. Disillusion in Scotland’s 
huge public sector workforce has set 

in already. 

This might be good training for 
Labour in power, but has created fis- 
sures within the party. Talk of New 
Labour versus Old is misleading: there 
is a Home Rule Labour cause as well. 

Last summer. Labour, along with 
the Liberal Democrats, trade unions, 
churches and assorted others, agreed 
a plan for creating a Scottish Parlia- 
ment with foe power to raise tax 3p 
above the UK rale, backed by the 
promise from Tony Blair that ft would 
be legislated for in foe first session of 
a Labour adminis tration. But the 
Tbries were warning of foe break-up 


dated with Labours home rule wing, 
hadn’t even been told, and be resigned, 

A threatened rebellion by Labour's 
Scottish executive was queiled only by 
a desperate plea for party uaity. Fac- 
ing turmoil, Robertson invited ridicule 
by hastily shifting ground again to pro- 
pose two referendum*;, before and 
after legislation - though within a 
week he had U-turned again, increas- 
ing the chances that early May will see 
him return to the relative calm of 
European affairs at which he excelled. 

Although the leadership prevailed, 
the episode left a trail of ill will, not 
least with those who had won. A 
group emerged earlier this year, con- 
spiratoriallv named The Network, 


rones were warning oi the break-up smratonatty named t ne Network, 
of Britain, and their Scottish Secretary, dedicated to ensuring such an embar- 
Mkhael FOrsyih, was making mis- rassmem could never happen again, 
chief with claims of a “tartan tax". Though few admit to membership, it 


Michael Ffrrsyfo, was making mis- 
chief with claims of a “tartan tax”. 
Somewhere between the offices of 
Blair and Shadow Scottish Secretary 
George Robertson, foe policy was 
changed. Such constitutional reform 
■required a referendum, they an- 
nounced, asking first if foe Scots 
wanted a parliament and second if 
they wanted it to have tax powers. 

Leadership loyalists suggest this 
was an overdue dose of reality for a 
policy which bad more to do with Cal- 
edonian sentimentality than with get- 
ting a bill through Westminster. It is 


would embed constitutional change 
and blunt the tartan tax attacks. But 
foe manner of foe change caused fury 
in the Scottish party. Tony Blair 
appeared to be backtracking on a 
promise. And this seemed precisely 
foe kind of policy aimed at winning 
Middle England, but losing Scottish 
support fo foe Nationalists. Devol- 
ution spokesman John McAflion, assb- 


was deemed to be behind an attempt 
to oust lbe Stroppy Jock tendency 
from the Scottish executive, the 
unwieldy focus of activist plotting. 

So for all foe show of pre-election 
unity in Inverness, there are two loose 
groupings ready to emerge more 
prominently after 1 May. On one side 
are foe loyalist leadership supporters 
such as George Robertson and Jack 
McConnell, foe party's top official in 
Scotland, Some see them as continu- 
ing a tradition of Labour’s old right, 
where Robertson once belonged 
though McConnell didn't. Some mem- 
bers are appalled at the tactics of those 
who opposed the policy change last 
summer. And finding common cause 
arc those who see the new policy as the 
best way to limit the extent of Scottish 
home rule. Tam DalyelL creator of foe 
fabled West Lothian question, is not 
alone: there are others, such as Brian 
Wilson, with an anti-devolution past. 


and senior councillors who don't want 
to lose their powers to an Edinburgh 
legislature. 

Against them are ranged home 
rulers such as trade unionist Bill 
Speirs and veteran home rule activist 
Bob McLean, determined to push 
foe cause if foe leadership takes fright 
again. There is foe left - now hranded 
Old Labour - though not necessarily 
keen on devolution, and also foe awk- 
ward, oppositionist tendency, given to 
mistrust of Blair. Count MPs such as 
George Galloway and Dennis Cana- 
van in all three categories. 

New Labour has the momentum 
and the fire-power until the election. 
And it is clearly using it in a bid to 
ensure that a prospective Labour 
administration in Edinburgh does not 
go completely native. One of the main 
threats to the constitutional reform is 
of antagonism between Edinburgh 
and London resulting in growing 
demands for separatism. 

Yet foe closer a Scottish parliament 
comes, foe more the mechanics of it 
seem to dampen enthusiasm. Labour 
activists who identified as primarily 
Scottish when the English party was 
doing badly have less reason to do so 
now that they are close to power on 
both sides of the Border. And the real 
test of the commitment to an Edin- 
burgh parliament may come when 
senior figures have to decide if their 
future lies there or in Westminster. 
George Robertson has been forced 
into saying he would opt to go north. 
Robin Cook. Gordon Brown, Donald 
Dewar and Brian Wilson, however, 
may find the attractions of Whitehall 
keep them there. After all. Scotland 
has a long tradition of exporting its best 
talent to the benefit of the English. 


BAD 

BACK? 

Permanent relief may be 
easier than you think 


Back pain is one of ihe 
most common causes of 
lost work days and lost 
enjoyment of life and ii is 
estimated that four out of 
five of us will seek 
treatment for it at some 
rime in our lives. 

The cause of your bad 
back may be anything from 
poor posture and lack of 
mobility whilst sitting at 
your desk or in your car. 
sudden awkward move- 
ment or even natural wear 
and tear. 

Many people simply put 
up with foe considerable 
pain and discomfort a bad 
back can bring without 
realising that permanent 
relief can be found by 
adopting a few very simple 
techniques. 

'Bad Backs - A Self- 


information describing 
dozens of small changes 
you can make to your 
routine - the way you work, 
stand, sit and walk - to 
relieve the pain, get your 
back into shape and stop the 
problem once and for all. 
It includes practical 
advice on: 

• The many causes of bad 
backs. 

• Useful tips to avoid back 
pain whilst at your desk, 
workplace, home or car. 

• Quick and simple 
exercises to help mobilise, 
strengthen and increase foe 
flexibility of your back. 

• Changing your routine to 
keep the trouble away. 

For a healthy and pain 
free back send for your 
copy TODAY. 
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Help Guide' is packed full ©iwa ciwa - grae tradihg. 

of handy tips, diagrams and 4f.0B»r>d»tea«e.ciiw.watti«ire. 

r Please rush me — copies of 'Bad Bachs- a Self-Help Guide' Ai only £9.w"l 
each (Includes p&p) on die understanding lhal if noi completely satisfied ! I 
can return it within 7 days for a full refund. na n oKM. N t wswt, 

1 enclose my cheque/posial outer for £ ?—■ /T-jLsX | 

iPayjbfc (o Grae Trading 1 1 

Name i mmoimpwiohw 

Address BLOCK ) 

CAPITALS! 

PLEASE I 

Postcode ) IND if&O&r} 1 

Grae Trading, 41, Quarry dale Close, Caine. Wilts. SNU DBG { 

L Orfawwr»fl«acniwac<»vttbt. Ta**, i—pte— — far Wtpmunret. pi I 




V 


4 • .. t s- i. -y 
i. ■.*&%/ 


WARf!H 1997 ■• THEINIffiPEMDgljT 


Business news desk: tel 0171-293 2636 fox 0171-293 2098 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 



ittle woods backs out of Freemans deal 


Nigel Cope 


Liulcwoods yesterday unex- 
pectedly backed oul of its £395 m 
deal to buy the Freemans home 
shopping business from Scare af- 
ter learning that the Selfridges to 
British Shoe group had received 
approaches from, other bidders. 

The leading candidate is N 
Brown, the Slunchcster mail 
order company controlled by Sir 
Da\ivl Alfiance who has made 
no secret of his interest in ac- 
quiring Freemans. Though oth : 
c -r pi>ssiWe buyers amid include 
Pinault Printemp-La Redouie 


which owns the Empire stores 
operation in the UK and Otto 
Vcrsand. the German group 
which owns Grattan. N Brown 
is considered by analysts as 
being (he most serious bidder. 

Littlewoods withdrew from 
the fray after it was told that 
Sears was in active negotiations 
with other parties. Littlewoods 
had insisted on exclusive nego- 
tiation rights and was thought to 
be angered by Sears actions. 

Sears said it had received ap- 
proaches from -a number of par- 
ries 1 '. Though N Brawn, is the 
frontrunner it is understood that 


Lanka Trust, the tiny investment 
vehicle controlled by 31-year-old 
Andrew Regan had been inter- 
ested though it is not clear if he 
has made a formal approach. 

There is speculation that any 
delay in the deal could spell the 
end for Sears' chief executive. 
Liam Strong, who has been un- 
der pressure from institutions 
frustrated at the group's lack- 
lustre performance. 

He has been keen to sell 
Freemans quickly in order to 
fulfil his promise of returning 
£4 10m to shareholders. The Lit- 
tlewoods deal hit a snag when it 


was unexpectedly referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission last month. 

Mr Strong emphasised the 
need for speed yesterday. ‘Tl re- 
mains the board’s intention to 
achieve the price expected for 
Freemans and to return the 
cash to ordinary shareholders. 
We are committed to achieving 
this in the shortest possible 
timeframe.” 

Though Sears shares fell Q.5p 
to 81.5p on the news, analysts 
said the development should be 
viewed positively. "Initially it 
seems to suggest that Sears 


can’t close deals. But really it is 
that Sears has committed itself 
to returning £4 10m to share- 
holders and is looking at the best 
way to achieve that.” 

Littlewoods said it was disap- 
pointed with the outcome bin 
said it was still interested in 
buying Freemans if Sears' other 
options collapsed. “W? still want 
to do this deal with them but felt 
that if they did not want to ne- 
gotiate with us exclusively then 
there was no reason to pursue it” 

Littlewoods has informed the 
MMC that its discussions with 
Sears have been terminated. 


However, it is still possible that 
the MMC will continue its in- 
vestigation. It can ask the DTI 
to lay aside a merger inquiry if 
it is satisfied that the merger has 
been terminated. With no for- 
mal confirmation yet received 
from Littlewoods, the MMC 

y»H that **af rhe moment we still 
have an on-going inquiry”. 

Littlewoods said the collapse 
of its deal bad no implications 
for the proposed sale it an- 
nounced earlier this week of its 
high street stores which it is 
hoping will fetch up to £600m. 
However, analysts said the 


position was now “more inter- 
esting” and questioned whether 
Littlewoods would be able to 
find a buyer for the whole chain 
at the pinee it is seeking. 

The capture of Freemans 
would mark a coup far N Brown 
which occupies a small mebe in 
direct ' man order catalogues 
aimed nrimapafly at older cus- 
tomers. But, though it is relati\«ly 

small, it is regarded as one of the 
most efficient mail order groups 
in the country with state-of-the- 
art database management skills 
and distribution systems. 

The company mounted a 


flbnpkisbid for tee Littlewoods 
empire in 1995 in conjunction 


Cable firms steal a 
march on Murdoch 


Appointment puts final piece of the jigsaw into place at reshaped group 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The cable industry Look a huge 
step towards consolidation yes- 
terday w hen the three largest op- 
erators announced a supplier of 
set-top boxes for planned digital 
television services, leapfrogging 
a similar decision widely ex- 
pected by satellite rival. BSkyB. 

The move brings together 
Telewest Communications, the 
largest cubic company, with Bell 
Cablcmediu and Nynex Cable- 
Conuns in a broad collaboration 
which will involve combined pur- 
chtising and greater co-operation 
over marketing strategies. 

The three partners have cho- 
sen General Instrument Cor- 
poration. a large US electronics 
company, to supply the set-top 
boxes, which enable customers 


to decode digital TV signals. 
Telewest said General Instru- 
ment planned to supply hun- 
dreds of thousands of boxes by 
the end of 1998. 

Further suppliers may be 
asked to subcontract manufac- 
turing later, though the an- 
nouncement is a setback for Rice 
Micro Technology, the small 
UK company which had hoped 
to scU its digital decoder to the 
cable companies and BSkyB. 

Significantly, the three cable 
operators also pledged to con- 
tinue the partnership after Bell 
and Nynex merge with Cable & 
Wireless's telephone subsidiary 
Mercury later this year to form 
a £5bn cable giant. C&W Com- 
munications. Other cable com- 
panies are also likely to join the 
alliance over the next few 
months, including Comcast and 


Second setback for 
Sky's German hopes 


BSkyB is pulling out of a 
planned digital pay-TV venture 
with Germany's Kirch Group. 
Analysts said this was a further 
setback to BSkyB's hopes of 
dominating the European 
digital pay-TV market, writes 
John W'Uicock. 

The breakdown or the joint 
venture is BSkyB's second failed 
attempt to enter Germany, Eu- 
rope's biggest media market 

Separately, FSkyB has not 
explained why it has delayed 
awarding contracts for the sup- 
ply of digital TV decoders for 
its OK digital pay-TV service, 
planned to begin by the end of 
the year. 

BSkyB's shares Tell as much 
as 4.2 per cent iu early trading 
before recovering to close at 
616 jp, down 7p. The compa- 
ny. which is 40 per cent owned 
by Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corporation, said the compa- 
nies ended talks by mutual 
agreement "because of a fail- 
ure to agree on a number of 


European inflation 
in January 


fundamental issues.” It did 
not disclose further details. 

The aborted venture with 
Kirch casts a shadow over 
BSkyB's attempts to move into 
digital satellite TV in Europe af- 
ter it foiled earlier to agree 
terms with Kirch's rival Ber- 
telsmann. 

There has been a year-long 
scramble among TV broad- 
casters in Europe to seize con- 
trol of a market made possible 
by digital TV technology that 
promises many more channels 
and bigger revenues. 

BSkyB wanted access to the 
1.5 million subscribers to 
Premiere, a German pay-TV 
movie channel owned by Bertels- 
mann, Kirch and Canal Pius of 
France. It planned to buy shares 
from Bertelsmann and Canal 
Plus, which each own 37 .5 per 
cent. In return, Kirch said it 
would provide the network for 
Bertelsmann's Club RTL, a 
package of digital TV program- 
ming to begin in the autumn. 


General Cable, offering a single 
digital alternative to BSkyB. 

A spokesman for Telewest 
said: “We are working very 
closely with the new executive 
team at C&W Communications. 
We are now working together cm 
other services, including a joint 
electronic programme guide 
which steers customers through 
the new services on offer." 

Telewest said one big advan- 
tage of its service was that cus- 
tomers would not have to buy the 
boxes, instead paying the cost of 
the equipment as part of a 
monthly subscription. BSkyB 
intends to ask customers to pay 
about £200 for their boxes, a 
price subsidised to encourage a 
strong take-up of the service. 

When the service begins in 
October or November, cable 
customers will be offered many 
more television channels than 
the average of 50 on analogue 
cable TV, along with internet ac- 
cess and video-on-demand. 
Telewest said it was talking to 
banks, supermarkets and other 
retailers about further interac- 
tive services to come in 1998. 

News of the supply deal came 
as a surprise to industry experts, 
who had thought BSkyB would 
be the first group to announce 
a firm agreement to supply set- 
top boxes for its digital satellite 
service, planned to start towards 
the end of this year. Rupert Mur- 
doch, head of News Corporation, 
BSkyB’s largest shareholder, is 
thought to have chaired a board 
meeting at the group in London 
last Tuesday to finalise a deaL 

Analysts played down the 
rivalry with BSkyB, arguing that 
the new digital cable service 
will follow existing cable policy 
in offering Sky programming 
alongside other channels. 

Mathew Horsman, media an- 
alyst with stockbrokers Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite, said: “This 
is consistent with Sky’s view 
that the company wiD be the plat- 
form for all kinds of delivery sys- 
tems, including sateliite and 
cable. Bui this is a great deal for 
die cable industry and a sign that 
operators are getting their act to- 
gether and consolidating." 
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Top tier: Sir John Craven says there is no conflict of interest in his new position 

Lonrho, the mining, bolds and ^ • “W" 1 

tradrnc aroup, yesterday com- H 

pletedlfie overhaul of its board Oil. cJUllll VlClVvll 

following the departure of the 

German financier Dieter Bock 1 • ~W" ■* 

by appointing a senior banker. 1^1 C| *1 I ATI Y* 

Sir John Craven, as non-exec- ICIH K? JUl/1 111 IU 


Lonrho, the mining, bolds and 
trading group, yesterday com- 
pleted tile overhaul of its board 
following the departure of the 
German financier Dieter Bock 
ty appointing a senior banker. 
Sir John Craven, as non-exec- 
utive chairman, writes Michael 
Harrison. 

Sir John, 56, former chief 
executive of the investment 
bank Morgan GrenfelL win take 
over the £120,000 a year post 
From the current Lonrho chair- 
man, Sir John Leahy, after the 
company’s annual meeting on 26 
March. 

Morgan Grenfell, now owned 
by Deutsche Bank, is Lonrho’s 
financial adviser and Sir John 
remains chairman of Deutsche 


Morgan Grenfell Group, part of 
Deutsche's investment bank- 
ing division. However, Sir John 
said there was no conflict of in- 
terest since his sole role at the 
bank now was to bring in new 
business. 

“My position at Lonrho is an 
entirely personal one," said Sir 
John "It has nothing to do with 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 
They are Lonrho’s financial 
advisers and I would hope and 


anticipate that will continue to 
be the case.” 

Sir John, who has several 
other directorships, said he 
would not be devoting a fixed 
proportion of his lime to Lonrho 
but would be available to its chief 
executive Nick Moirell whenever 
necessary. His rde will be to help 
in strategic development . 

Mr MorreB is expected to out- 
line hs plans fat the group in May 
or June after the European Com- 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


mission has ruled on whether the 
South African mining group 
Anglo American can keep its 28 
per cent stake xn Lonrho. 

Mr Bode agreed to sell his 
18.8 per cent stake in Lonrho 
to Anglo for £257m last Octo- 
ber and step down as chief ex- 
ecutive- Earlier this week Mr 
Bock severed all links with 
Lonrho by resigning as non- 
executive deputy chairman.” 

With the Metropole hotel 
chain sold to S talas and die 
Princess hotel business up for 
auction, tiie {dan is to demerge 
Lonrho's African trading busi- 
nesses and other non-mining in- 
terests this summer. But these 
plans depend on whether Brus- 
sels blocks Anglo's investment. 


fWlfljwauu- 

tie group’s family shareholders, 1 
that deal would have seen N { 
Brown take the borne shopping \ 
division, with Iceland retaining 
the high street stores while the | 

Littlewoods pools business would 
have been sold. 

N Brown has a market share 
of slightly more than 4 per 
cent, and it is unlikely that its 
purchase of Freemans, which 
has 8 per cent, would attract the 
attention of the competition j 
authorities. 1 


Lloyd’s 
agent is 
fined 
£ 60,000 


10 ! Treanor 

Banking. Correspondent 


Sedgwick Oakwood Lloyd's 
Underwriting Agents has been 
fined £60,000 ty the regulatory 
division at Lloyd’s of London. 
This is the largest fine that the 
jnq yranpfi market has levied 
against a firm. 

The penalty was one of six 
issued against Lloyd's agents or 
brokers m the last three months!, 
according to statistics published 
for the first time by the insur- 
ance market yesterday. 

Doling the period, one un- 
derwriting agent and one 
broking arm were de-regis- 
tered, Lloyd's said. 

A spokesman for the insur- 
ance market said the figures 
gave the first indication of the 
activities of the new regulatory 
regime introduced In tee sum- 
mer under David Gittmgs, who 
was hired from tee Securities 
and Futures Authority, tee Gty 
regulator. 

Last August Lloyd’s speeded 
up and raised its regulatory 
procedures arid introduced new 
fixed penalities. 

' Lloyd’s said yesterday teat 
during 1996 some 55 formal 
wanmgs were issued while so Ear 
this year 20 warnings have been 
issued for romptiance breaches. 

Last year Lloyd’s also intro- 
duced an individual registration 
process which has so for resulted 
m 52 applications being with- 
drawn or refused and 38 re- 
stricted ty tee imposition of 
conditions. 

Lloyd's said Segwick Oak- 
wood, formerly known as Sedg- 
wick Lloyd’s Underwriting 
Agents (SLUA), had admitted 
two charges of misconduct for 
which it had received two sep- 
arate fines of £35,000 and 
£25,000. In assessing the penal- 
ty, Lloyd’s took into account the 
feet that SLUA initially put up 
the sum of £637,000 as security 
for the underwriting activities of 
the seven South African names 
to which tee problem related. 
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Italy and Spain Ml EMU inflation test 


Yvette Cooper 

Four European member states, 
including Italy and Spain, would 
foil to qualify for economic 
and monetary union on the ba- 
sts of their current inflation 
records, according to new fig- 
ures released yesterday from 
Brussels. 

The data casts fresh doubt on 
whether the Italian economy in 
particular will be in strong 
enough shape for the lira to take 
part in a single currency from 
1999. 

The critical question for Italy, 
Spain and Portugal will be 
whether they can get their in- 
flation performance to con- 
verge towards their European 
panne rs during the next twelve 
months. EU leaders are ex- 


pected to meet in April, 1998, 
to decide which nations will be 
in the first group to adopt the 
euro. 

According to the Maastricht 
Treaty, member states joining 
EMU must have an average rate 
of inflation that does not exceed 
the inflation performance of the 
three best performing countries 
by more than I J percentage 
points. 

Eleven out the 15 member 
states currently meet this cri- 
teria, according to figures issued 
ty tee European Commission. 
However, Spain, Portugal and 
Greece fail the EMU inflation 
test, on the basis of new har- 
monised measures of inflation. 

Italy meets the Maastricht 
criteria if only one month's fig- 
ures are taken into account. But 


on tee European Commission's 
preferred method of defining the 
Maastricht criteria to consider 
twelve months of data, teen 
Italy still fails the inflation lest, 
too. 

The new EU inflation mea- 
sure. the Harmonised Index of 
Consumer Prices, calculates in- 
flation on a comparable basis, 
ly measuring the price changes 
of the same goods in each 
country. At the moment na- 
tional indices are based on very 
different baskets of goods, and 
on different statistical methods 
to calculate averages. The dis- 
crepancies between national 
measures and tee new EU in- 
dex are widest for Sweden and 
the UK- The H1CP measures 
UK inflation at 2.1 per cent in 
January, whilst the most com- 


monly used UK measure, RPI- 
X was 3.1 per cent. 

The new HI CP for Germany 
shows inflation at 1.7 per cent, 
compared to tee German con- 
sumer price index which stands 
at 1.8 per cent. For France, tee 
national aM EU measures of in- 
flation coincide at l.SpercenL 

The three lowest inflation 
countries in January were Swe- 
den, Finland and Luxemburg. 
An unweighted average of their 
inflation performance is 1.2 
per cent, putting tee Maas- 
tricht ceiling 1.5 percentage 
points higher at 2.7 per cent. 

However, the Commission’s 
preferred way to calculate tee 
inflation criteria is to examine 
inflation performance over a 
twelve month period. The Com- 
mission released additional fig- 


ures to show the average infla- 
tion performance of member 
states over tee last year, on the 
harmonised index. 

By this measure, the three 
best performing countries were 
Germany, Finland and Swe- 
den, with an average inflation 
rate over the twelve monte 
period of 1.1 per cent, produc- 
ing a Maastricht ceiling of 2.6 
per cent. Italian inflation aver- 
aged over tee last twelve 
months is 3.7 per cent, well 
above tee criteria if measured 
in this way. 

A spokesman for economics 
and monetary affairs commis- 
sioner Yves-Thibault de S3 guy 
said: "Using the harmonised 
index you get aU tee countries 
except Portugal, Italy, Spain 
and Greece qualifying.” 


Gas suppliers 
split on date 
for Scotland 



Chris Godsmark 

Independent gas suppliers com- 
peting for a. slice of British 
Gas's business are split over 
whether to bring forward tee 
next phase of domestic com- 
petition to a new start date in 
October, it emerged yesterday. 

The Gas Forum, which rep- 
resen tsmost independent sup- 
pliers in the residential and 
commercial markets, has writ- 
ten to Lord Fraser, Energy 
Minister, urging the Govern- 
ment to offer competition to a 
further 225 million homes later 
this year. 

Roger Turner, managing di- ■ 
rector of United Gas and a 
chairman of the Forum, said the 
plan was to introduce compe- 
tition to the whole of Scotland 
in October. ' 

The move would need an 
| amendment to 1995 legislation 
which says nationwide compe- 
tition cannot take place earlier 
than 1998. The target, preferred 
by TiansCa, the pipeline busi- 
ness afBritlsh Gas, e for no fur- 
ther trials before nett ApriL 

The letter explains: “Tfechni- 

mTL. .JJL .l ' « 


the momentum. The idea is that 
we would kick off with anoth- 
er {tease comprising Scotland 
and some of Northern England, 
though the centre of gravity of 
the process would still be April 
1998.'’ 

However, a postscript to the 
letter said it did not represent 
tee views of three large sup- 
pliers: Quadrant, run by Ess*? 
and Shell, Mobil and Calories, 
a joint venture between Calor 
and Tfexaco. Calories, which 
claims to have grabbed tee 
most customers in trials so far, 
described the letter as “irre- 


Neil Lambert, Cal ort ex’s 
joint general manager, said he 
was “frankly voy annoyed" by 
the letter. “We think the next 
trial should take place as early 

by^^Sco are able*tohmdle 
it This letter is saying we should 
go whether tee systems are in 
place or not” 

■ Mr Lambert said he saw no 
reason to disbelieve claims by 
RansCb that ft needed a crucial 
.few months breathing space to 


ing 1997 wouldrequire an order 
to be laid before Parliament and 
we believe that teegovernment 


in the very hear future ” - • ‘ 

- Mr TUrner said: Tt makes so 
fouch logistical sense to keep up 


which would support customer 1 
databases-10 trade households 
as tlwy switched supplier. 

’Hsstejday competition was 

extended to a.' farther 900,000 
homes in Kent and Sussex, on 
top of-ihe 4J mini on in trials 1 
in the Southwest of England. I 
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We have further to go on pension reform 


JEREMY WARNER 


The criticism I would . 
make of Mr Lilley is 
that he hasn’t gone far 
enough, though to be 
fair, he’s probably 
gone about as far as 
any politician would 
dare just ahead of a 
general election’ . 


ulataons and Public Pensions Policy”!" This 
yai^twstseenjHkeathtewserthepulsBiac- 
®£ but it should nevertheless be essential read- 
fag for anyone interested in the background 
to the Government's announcement t his 


son, changing it, in the process, from a tax 
funded pay as you go scheme to a funded in- 
vestment approach. ' 

The study finds that existing public pension 
arrangements are beginning, to contribute to 
serious fiscal stresses m most industrial coun- 
tries, and that these can only get much woree 
over the nextfew decades an the ghs^nce of 
appropriate reform. The countries roost at risk 
are those that refy heavily on pay as you go 
schemesTWhere pension liabilities are funded 
out of current Government revenue. Among 
the developed countries, these are Germany, 
Ranee; Italy and the UK. 

The paper then goes on to examine the var- 
ious options for reform, including - surprise, 
surprise -the eaact same one as that proposed 
by Peter Lilley and the Government It just 
goes to shot/ that there’s no such thing as a 
new idea in politics. Actually, the nan pro- 
posed by die Government, has already been 
blazed by Chile and a number of other Latin 
American countries, inviting some unchari- 
table comparisons with the economics of the 
banana republic None of this should detract 


from the underlying merits of what Mr Lilley 

■i deism I 


is trying to 'do here. Indeed the criticism 
wmkJmakeofMrLtlleyiszhatbe hasn’t gone 
far enough, though, to be fair, he's probably 
gone about as far as any politician would dare 
just ahead of a general election. 

Britain approaches the problem of state 
pension liabilities from a very different per- 
spective to that of other European countries. 
In Britain the problem is not so much the 
growing cost or our pay as you go arrange- 
ments as their inability to deliver a decent level 
of benefit. The flat rate state pension is not 
a living wage and the benefit offered by Serps 
(the state earnings related scheme) is also 
inadequate for most people. 

This is the very reverse of the position in 
Germany, Fiance and Italy, where the 
promised benefits are very generous but the 
tax raised to pay for them increasingly inad- 
equate. The challenge for Britain is to find 
ways of forcing up the level of benefit with- 
out significantly adding to the burden of tax- 
ation: the challenge on the Continent is the 
arguably even more difficult rare of cutting 
benefit to a level that the Government can 
afford. 

The differing nature of the problem 
requires correspondingly differing approaches 
to reform. On the Continent the emphasis has 
to be on adjusting both contributions and ben- 
efit structures, so as to bring them more into 
line. In Britain, raising the level of benefit 


requires people to recognise that they need 
to save more during their working lives or 
work longer. . 

Long term demographic trends towards a 
more aged population are greatly enhancing 
the nature of the problem. People are living 
longer, and they have fewer children with the 
result that fewer and fewer workers are pay- 
ing for the retirement of more and more pen- 
sioners. According to the IMF, there are 


Britain at the moment for every one person 
of pensionable age. 

This ratio falls bo a level of a bit more than 
two to one by the middle of the next century. 
If you think tins a sorry state of affairs, the out- 
look in Germany and Italy is much, much 
worse. In Germany last year, the ratio was a 
little bit better than Bri tain But by the mid- 
dle of the next century there will be fewer than 
L5 workers for every pensioner. The prognose 
for Italy is worse still. Factor children into this 
calculation and you are left with the bizarre 
spectacle of less than one worker for each 
dependent (defined as those below the age of 
15 or above the age of 65). Japan faces an 
equally daunting future. Official policies to 
restrict child birth will make China the most 
aged population of the lot. 

So in some respects. Britain is sitting 
pretty. Its aging problem is not as severe as 
that of many other countries and its pay as you 
go arrangements are mean enough to be 


affordable. According to John Hills of the 
London School of Economics, National Insur- 
ance contributions as they stand arc easily suf- 
ficient to fund present arrangements into the 
indefinite future. Indeed there may be scope 
to cut them. 


S o wfav doesn’t the Government just leave 
well alone? Even the IMF concedes that 
the fiscal cost of introducing a fully funded 
scheme in place of a defined benefit pay as 
you go system may be very high. “Meeting 
these costs may require, in many cases, an 
amount of fiscal adjustment that is substan- 
tially higher than what would be needed to fix 
the pay as you go system", the IMF paper says. 

As it is the extra fiscal cost for Britain is 
relatively small, if only because present 
arrangements pay out so little in benefit. This 
makes the transition to a fully funded system 
just about feasible where others would find it 
next to impossible. Indeed the Government 
claims that by changing the lax treatment of 
private occupational and personal pension 
schemes, it can actually make the whole thing 
pretty much fiscally neutral. We will see. 

The upshot, in any case, is that at some singe 
in the dim and distant future, the Government 
will be shot of the £40bn a year cost of pro- 
viding state pensions altogether and the fully 
funded scheme will he yielding a Bat rate pen- 
sion for ail at least three times higher than the 
present state pension. If that sounds like 


magic, it's actually just slight of hand. The 
extra benefit is derived from the effect over 
many years of an accumulated investment 
return. As forgetting shot of the liability, that 
comes at a heavy cost to the present genera- 
tion of tax payers who must continue to fund 
the costs of pensions during the transitional 
period while progressively being deprived of 
the National Insurance contribution of those 
joining the workforce. 

In other words, it is us. the present gener- 
ation. who pay for the lower taxes and higher 
public pensions of the next generation. All 
very noble. I'm sure, but would anyune actu- 
ally want to vote for it? Even John Major con- 
cedes that of itself, this is not a great vole win- 
ner. Labour believes it to be a positive vote 
loser. 

Whatever. The truth of the matter is that 
whoever wins the next election is going to have 
to do something abouL long Lerm pension ben- 
efits. Even Mr UUey' s funded public pension 
delivers a level of benefit too low to live on. 
The solution is to go further - to persuade or 
compel people to save a much larger pro- 
portion of their earnings than the piddling lit- 
tle amounts envisaged in Ibis proposal. The 
justification for compulsion in this case is an 
obvious one. Forcing people to save for their 
old age is in essence just a privatised form of 
taxation, only at least everyone knows- what 
the money is eventually going to be spent on. 
It s the way to go. 



minister 


warns 



‘severe measures’ 


Richard Lloyd Party 

Tokyo 


Nomura, the world’s largest 
stockbroking house, was yes- 
terday warned by Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka, Japan’s finance min- 
ister, that he would “take severe 
measures’* against the. com- 
pany if investigations mto sus- 
pected unauthorised trading 
were confirmed. 

The warning came a day 
after Nomura said it suspected 
that two of its directors an 
Japan had paid millions of yen 
of illegal trading profits to a 
gangster, and annd strong ru- 
mour s that ffideo Sakamaki 
president oftyomora,wouldre- 
agn soon over the -. 

"In order to prevent a suni^ 
lar case, we must take , strict 
measures," said Mr Mitsuzoka. 
The company could .have its op- 
erations suspended for up to six 
months, according to an official : 
at the finance ministry's secu- 
rities bureau. He added that No- 
mura could also be fined if the 
trades breached criminal codes. 

Nomura was punished by the 
Finance Ministry back in 1991 


after it discovered that the com- 
pany had compensated large 
cheats for losses on investments 
to the tune of Y128bn (£623m) 
at the expose of foreign clients. 
The company was forced to 
suspend stock trading at 87 
branches for four weeks. 

News of the latest scandal led 
Prime Minister _• Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, who is pushing 
through plans to deregulate 
Japan's financial markets, to ask 
yesterday: “Why do these things 
keep happening?” However, 
hefailed to mention, that here- 
signed as Finance Minister ha 
.1991 after the mjznsby had 
«rasistentiy“faflc^^^prej^t 
financial 

Speculation* 
yesterday-Mr 

; step down to tal^g&onsibfif 


fry for the scandal! He would be 
the second Nonnrra iaxffldent to 
quit in the space of seven years: 
his predecessor resigned after 
a similar incident in 1990. 

A spokesman for Nomura 
said yesterday that be knew 
nothing about Mr Sakamaki's 
mirations, andsaid be could not 
make arty further comment 


about the president’s position 
or about the exact amount of 
money that is alleged to have 
been siphoned out of Nomura 
by the two directors. 

Fallout from the scandal con- 
tinued to undermine Nomura's 
share price on an otherwise gen- 
erally good (fay of trading on 
Japan’s stock market Nomura’s 
shares fell 3 per cent to Y1.530 
in Tbfcyo, in contrast to the over- 
* all gains of almost 1 per regis- 
tered by the Nikkei 225 index. 

According to press reports in 
Japan, the two directors at 
Nomura illegally dealt stocks 
.ipjtj&tJbe company's owd &c- 
; jranrithod transferred theprof- 
^%ffa”pifoperty ocrtrostny. The 
had close 

ifamSy links with a sakaiya — a 
' rafiketCCT -who exfortsYnohey 
from companies. 

.. “We are profoundly sorry 
for engaging in transactions 
which should not have taken 
place,” said Atsushi Sailo. a vice 
president of Nomura. Accord- 
ing to one report, five Segal 
“(hscretionaiy trades” were car- 
ried out by the two directors 
since 1993. 



ITT sells sports 
teams to fend 
off Hilton bid 


John Wittcock 


ITT has agreed to sell the New 
York Knicks basketball team, 
the New York Rangers hockey 
team, lhe MSG Cablevision 
network, and half of Madison 
Square Garden in New York, in 
an attempt to fend off a hostile 
bid from Hilton Hotels Corpo- 
ration. 

New York-based ITT is sell- 
ing the lot to its business part- 
ner Cablevision Systems for 
$b50m (£405m ) in cash and op- 
tions and S115m in debt. 

In January Hilton Holds 
Corporation, based in Beverley 
Hills, California, launched "a 
$l0.5hn hostile takeover offer 
for ITT. The company rejected 
the bid as too low and said it 
would fight hard to remain in- 
dependent. 

By selling assets such as its in- 
terest in Madison Square Gar- 
den. where the Knicks and the 
Rangers play, ITT intends to 
reinvest the’ proceeds in its 
faster-growing casino and hotel 
businesses. 

"StoOm is a vcjy good price.” 
said Dennis ForsL an analyst at 
McDonald & Co in New York 


more asset sales were planned. 
“We vc brought in close to a bil- 
lion dollars in the last 30 days, 
and there’s still more to come," 
said Jim Gallagher, the com- 
pany’s spokesman, yesterday. 

Cablevision Systems will in- 
crease its 50 per cent slake in 
Madison Square Garden to 
SS_5 per cent via the sale, and 
ITT has the right to sell Cable- 
vision the rest for another 
SI 50m during the next two 
years. 

Cablevision and ITT com- 
pleted their joint acquisition of 
Madison Square Garden from 
Viacom, the media giant, for 
$lbn in March 1995. If it ex- 
ercises its option to sell its en- 
tire stake. ITT. which has been 
criticised for over-paring for 
assets, would reap about $150ra 
more than it paid. 

ITT had planned to tie Madi- 
son Square Garden into its 
hotel and casino business, but 
this never materialised. 

Analysis and investors have 
said Madison Square Garden 


was too regional in scope topro- 


S porting assets: The New York Knicks playing basketball at Madison Square Garden 


yesterday. 

An ITT spokesman said 


vide any benefit to 11 Ts 
Censor's* World casinos and 
Sheraton hotel chain, which 
arc national or international 
brands. 


In Brief 


Aerospatiale expects doubled profits 


Aerospatiale, the French aerospace and defence group, forecast 
that net profits would more than double this year to FrL6bn 
(f 171m) thanks Jo rising rivfl aircraft deliveries, cost-saving mea- 
sures and the strength of the dollar. The company expects sales 
to reach Frt50bn this year and Airbus, in which it has a 37.9 per 
cen t stake, to deliver 190 aircraft compared with 126 in 1996. 

Last year Aerospatiale swung back into the black with set in- 
come of FrS12m on sales of Fr51bn compared with a net loss of 
Fr98lm.in 1995. Airbus contributed FiTJ 75bn in qperatimt in- 
come m 1996 but overall profits were hddbackby losses 
in the helicopter division. 


* SFA acts over Robson Cotterell 


The Securities and Ruures Authority has reprimanded and sus- 
pended David Fprtetfrom the register of representatives for a 
year from 2 December 1996, fined him £10,000 and ordered him 

.... . -r Tt,. CCA *« «Ihs rannmnnripH Ur 


to pay costs of £10360. The SFA aud it also reprimanded Mr 


Porter's former employer, Robson Cotterell, tinea it £20,000 and 
ay £10,00(1 


ordered it to pay £10,000 costs for failing to adequately moni- 
tor and supervise his activities and for failing to ensure that his 
trading complied with SEA. rules. 

Mr Porter's suspension relates to his allegedly churning the port- 
folios of two diems, the SFA sakL “Between January ana No- 
vember 1994, Mr Flwmsr undertook 188 and 189 trades respectively 
on the accounts of two dfentst Stocks were repeatetfly traded rather 
than held and a number of stocks were traded on four or more 
occasions during the period," the SEA said. It added that Rob- 
son Cotterell is required to refund a proportion of commission 
and other charges paid by the two diems. 


Cater Allen to buy Aitken Campbell 


Cater Allen has reached an outline agreement to acquire 
Union’s market-making subsidiary, Aitken Campbell. Union 
announced last week that, as part of its reorganisation, it would 
null out of proprietary trading businesses, adding that negotia- 
tions to dispose of Aitken Campbell were at anadvanced stage. 
Union also advised the Bank of England that jt wished to ter- 
minate a monev market counterparty relationship with the bank, 
adding that it will nm out outstanding positions m the next few 
weeks. 


Ri gh ts to fund Saville Gordon deal 


J Savifie Gordon Group is buying Rutland Industrial Estates and 
making a fivc-for-six, £43.1m rights issue at 55p a share. The com- 
pany said that Rutland had conditionally agreed to acquire two 
industrial property portfolios for £463tai with annual net renta^ 
income of£5.44m. The £605,000 consideration for Rutland wfll 
be satisfied through an issue of 530,000 new shares and £75,000 
cash. Additionally,. Roger Carey, formerly a group managing*- 
rectorofaoufih Estates, has been appointed chief executive of 
J Savilie Gordon- 


^ Greggs boosts profits by 20% 




US judgment almost wipes out GKN profits 


Ctais Godsmark 

business Correspondent 


Profits at GKN, one of the 
UK’s largest engineering 
groups, were yesterday almost 
wiped out after a US court judge 
ordered the company to pay 
S59lm (£370m) in damages 
over a dispute involving its 
American car exhaust business. 

The timing of the final judg- 
ment was a complete surprise 


to GKN executives, coming 
just hours after the company 
had reported record pre-tax 
profits for 1996 of £363m. The 
group said it would now be 
making a provision of£270ro off 
the headline profit figures, re- 
ducing Lhe figure for last year 
ro £92.8m. 

However GKN said it was 
unlikely rt would have to pay the 
cash to the court in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, until the out- 


come of an appeal before a 
panel of judges, which could 
take more than IS months. 
The company also said the 
damages would be reduced by 
a third because some of the 
1,000 US franchisees bringing 
the case had dropped out of the 
claim. The jury's previous rec- 
ommendation had been for 
damages of up to $554m. 

The news sent GKN shares 
surging ahead in late stock 


market, reflecting investors' 
relief that the scale of the 
problem had effectively been 
capped and that previous esti- 
mates of damages of $74flm had 
proved too pessimistic. The 
shares dosed 46p higher at 

£10.20p. 

A GKN spokesman said: 
“We're now on more certain 
ground and we can get the case 
out of the mainstream running 
of the company. But we still 


have to go through the agonis- 
ing siage-by-siage appeals 
process." 

The long-running ease was 
brought by garage owners 
across lhe US who operated 
franchise outlets for GKN's 
American car exhaust fitting 
service, called Mieneke Dis- 
count Muffler Shops. They had 
claimed GKN had defrauded 
them by allegedly concealing 
commission payments made 


by the garages to the group's, in- 
house US 'advertising agency. 
However the early indication 
was that the claim would not ex- 
ceed S31m including interest. 

Analysis pointed out that 
GKN was building up its cash 
reserves ai the rale of £ 1 00m 
every year, so if the appeal look 
two years to come to court the 
company could have amassed 
almost enough funds to cover 
the damages. 


US job figures boost 
markets on both 
sides of the Atlantic 


lohn WtHcock 


A favourable mix of US em- 
it and earnings figures 
stock and bond markets 
on both sides of the Ariaa tic yes- 
terday, as investors concluded that 
the Federal Reserve would not 
have to raise interest rates soon. 

The February non-farm pay- 
roll numbers from the US were 
ahead of analysts' expectations 
but were offset by weaker- di un- 
expected average hourly 
earnings. 

The FTSE-100 index closed 
20.9 points higher at a record 
.44202, while the Dow Industrials 
index in New York rallied more 
than SO points in late morning 
trading yesterday and triggered 
the exchange's automatic curbs 
on index-arbitrage trades. 

The US Labor Department 
said average hourly earnings in 
February rose by 3 cents, or 02 
per cent, a smaller rise than an- 
alysts expected. At the same 
time, 339,000 jobs were created 
last month, the most since May 
mid more than the 231/100 jobs 
forecast. The US jobless rate fell 
to 53 per cent from 5.4 per cent 
in January, 

The report offered relief to 
some Investors, who said the 
Fe<fs chairman, Alan Greenspan, 
would not now have to act im- 


mediately to raise interest rates 
to curb growth and inflation. 

■^Today’s numbers are not 
enough to bang your bat on for 
a tightening." said Barbara 
Kenworthy, who helps manage 
$8bn of bonds for Prudential 
Mutual Funds in Newark, New 
Jersey. 

The US bond market rose 
strongly and helped to under- 
pin the Dow’s rise. Immediately 
after the release of the figures 
US bonds fell about 1 point, or 
$10 per SI .000 bond, before re- 
bounding in a matter of eight 
minutes. The benchmark 30- 
year bond rose about a quarter 
of a point, pushing its yreld 
rlrnwn 7 hnsis noints to 6.86 nor 


Property recovery gives boost to builders 


Clifford German 


The recovery in property prices 
has started to feed through to 
housebuilding activity, accord- 
ing to new figures from the De- 
partment of the Environment. 

The upturn in housebuilding 
ensured that the fourth quarter 
of 1996 was the busiest period for 
the construction industry since 
1991, allowing for price increases 
and seasonal factors. 


However, the pace of the up- 
turn in construction is slow. 
The total volume of output rose 
by 1 per cent between the third 
and fourth quarters, and the fi- 
nal period in 1 996 was only 1 per 
cent above the same three 
months in 1995. 

The volume of repair and 
maintenance work was un- 
changed od the third quarter 
and on the same period in the 
previous year. The volume of 


new construction work, though, 
was up 3 per cent in the fourth 
quarter. A strong increase in pri- 
vate sector work was offset by 
a decline in the public sector. 

New private housing projects 
led the way with an increase of 
10 per cent over Uic third quar- 
ter and 23 per cent above the 
fourth quarter of 1995. 

New infrastructure work, tak- 
ing in roads, power stations and 
bridges, was 5 per cent up in the 


fourth quarter. 2 per cent ycar- 
on-year. New construction work 
in the private commercial sec- 
tor was up 2 per cent and 9 per 
cent respectively but new work 
in the industrial sector fell 3 per 
cent on the quarter and was un- 
changed on the year. 

In January this year the build- 
ing of 17.000 homes was start- 
ed in the UK. compared with 
12.700 in the same month in 
1996. 


down 2 basis points to 6.66 per 
cent. 

The Fed next meets to debate 
monetary policy on 25 March. 
Mr Greenspan has left the tar- 
get for the overnight bank lend- 
ing rate at 5.25 per cent since 
January 1996. 

President Clinton welcomed 
lhe 53 percent rate for US job- 
less in February as “good news 
for American workers" and said 
he wanted to work with Con- 
gress to pass a balanced budget. 

“It's time to keep this Amer- 
ican job engine on the move by 
passing a balanced budget plan 
that invests in education and our 
future," he said. 
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FTSE 100 

4420.3 + 21 . 0 / 

FTSE 250 

4713.9 + 6.3 >. 

FTSE 350 

2183.4 +8.8 

SEAQ VOLUME 
924 . 2 m shares, 
54 , 248 . bargains • 
Gifts Index 
95.70 +0.15 


Footsie takes cue from Wall Street and breaks 4,400 


Taking Stock 


+ 8 . 8 ' 
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IKK Oil 
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Shares broke decisively 
through the 4,400 harrier 00 
the FTSE 100 index yesterday, 
ending 21 points ahead at a 
new dosing high of 4,4203. 
Hie stock market took its cue 
from Wall Street, where the 
Dow Jones index had powered 
up over 50 points to hit the 
magic 7,000 level by late 
afternoon trading in London. 

The storming end to the day 
came after dealers sat on their 
hands for most of the morning, 
waiting for the release of key 
US unemployment figures re- 
lating to non-farm payrolls. 
These are being seen as giving 
a crucial pointer to which way 
Alan Greenspan. Federal Re- 
serve chairman, will move on 
interest rates at the Fed's 
meeting later this month. 

In the event, when the sta- 
tistics came through at lunch- 
time they gave mixed signals, 
with the February payroll fig- 
ures coming in ahead of ex- 
pectations, while hourly 


earnings figures were weaker. 
After some hesitation, the 
market decided the figures 
lessened the likelihood of a rate 
rise, with both gilts and shares 
joining in the surge. 

But analysts urged caution. 
Richard Kersley, strategist at 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd, com- 
mented: “The first reaction to 
figures is usually the wrong 
one. On the surface, the US 
numbers seem strong to us. I 
would have thought the mar- 
ket would have taken it a lot 
worse than it has done.” Econ- 
omists warned that the pres- 
sure to raise rates remained. 

That did not trouble Lhe 
London market, however, with 
many companies benefiting 
from a positive carry-over from 
results on Thursday. BTR was 
the best performer in the Foot- 
sie, climbing 16 - 5 p to 276 p on 
signs that sentiment may be 
changing towards the former- 
ly unloved conglomerate. 

Glaxo Wellcome, up anoth- 
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punters happy, with die shares . 
ending the day at 5 Sp, a com- 
fortable 8 p premium to its 
launch price. Chelsea Village, 
owner of the London dub* 


Q The market in Clyde 
Blowers 4 shares 


joint managing director of 


climbed 13 - 5 p to I 33 . 5 p. But 
elsewhere, adverse press com* 
meat put Manchester United 
under pressure, with the lOp 


er 39 _ 5 p to a new peak of 
£ 10 . 885 , bathed in a sea of buy 
recommendations after 
promising double digit growth 
m 1999 the day before. 

GKN wrongfooted many 
dealers, surging 46 p to £1020 
despite the announcement late 
of Thursday of a record S 601 ra 
damages award against the 
company in the US. Brokers 
breathed a sigh of relief, say- 
ing it could have been S 800 ro. 

Bid hopes buoyed Rank, up 
8 . 5 p at 444 p. and Ladbroke, 
where rumours of a bid from 
Hilton Corporation were re- 
vived. The shares put on 7 p to 
243 p. However, another bid 
hopeful. Rcckitt &Cohnan. fell 
back 16 p to 807 after ABN 


Amro Hoare Govett lowered 
its recommendation from buy 
to “undervalued". 

BSkyB was also a casualty, 
ending 7 p off at 6163 p after it 
pulled ouL of a pay-television 
joint venture with Germany’s 
Kirch Group. 

Some of the few results of 
the day saw Torex, the tool hire 
turned computer services 
group, rise 6 _ 5 p to 76 . 5 p after 
announcing a 178 per cent in- 
crease in profits. Greggs, the 
north-east bakery group, was 
also in fine fettle, gaining 125 p 
to £ 16.45 after profits up a fifth. 

Football stocks bad a mixed 
end to the week. Birmingham 
Clay’s debut on the Alternative 
Investment Market left many 


up yesterday at the m uc h s m all- 
er J Savflfe Gordon. In what 
looks like a reverse takeover, 
JSG is baying Rutland Industrial 


fall to 647 -5p wiping out the 
previous days gam. 

Meanwhile, another 6 - 5 p 
slide to 145 p at Hay & Robert- 
son, owner of the El Tfel brand 
of replica football jerseys, 
forced it to issue a statement 
saying it had no reason to ex- 
plain the fail m the group’s 
shares over the past few days. 
A month ago, they stood at 
178 . 5 p. Dealers blamed prof- 
it taking by small investors. 

JKX Oil & Gas, the oil ex- 
ploration tiddler chaired by for- 
mer BP boss Sir Robert 
Horton, fell to a new low yes- 
terday, diving 6 p to 49 p. The 
group bas been under the cosh 
since anooundng a£ 14 m rights 


Estates, a property vehicle for 
Mr Carey ana partner James 


Mr Carey and j 
McAllister, alon 
-dustrial portfo 


with two in- 
os totalling 


indigestion after last •* 
September's na* as hoB 
at 265 p. \festerday the stare? 
were hack on the way ap to 
the 365 p peak th^WF last, 
month, putting on L 33 p to 

35 JLp after Che Ctydebank - 


Si- 


trying right5at55p a share, JSG 

slipped just 0 . 5 p to 60 p. 

The placing of the late 
Viscountess Rothermere’s 10.8 


two Chinese asp-n »nmmK 
contracts worth over £ 2 m 
apiece. 


per ceutstake in. Daily Mail & 
General Trust, the newspaper 


General Trust, the newspaper 
group,, went through smooth- 
ly in the h-mds of brokers 
UBS and Cazenove. The 
£ 15.80 realised for the A shares 
was at a tight discount to the 
£ 15.975 at which the shares 
stood when the deal was an- 
nounced earlier in the week 
and on Thursday. They ended 
down just 5 p at £ 15 . 925 . 


n Rumours thailvernia 
Wfest, the Irish zinc mine*; is 
about to receive planning 
permission tor the start of 
production at its Lisfaeen 
mine in County 'fippa’ary 
contained to power the - 
shares yesterday. Already np 
from 79 p at the beginning of 
' last month, they put on 
another 4 p to a new high of 
94 p. Hopeful dealers suggest 
they could yet go to 150 p. 
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FESTIVAL FOCUS: Bradley takes the wrong course of action while another top rider aims to have the last laugh at Cheltenham 

Racing option 
for failed Cigar 


Dunwoody proves fitness for Flagship 


JOHN COBB 


If the bookmakers were offer- 
ing odds about which will be the 
closest race of the Cheltenham 
Festival then the Queen Moth- 
er Champion Chase would be 
the odds-on favourite. Klairon 
Davis and Viking Flagship, who 
jumped the final fence togeth- 
er last year, and between them 
have won the last three runnings 
of the race, are virtually insep- 
arable at the head of the betting 
for next Wednesday's renewal, 
for which nine horses stood their 
ground yesterday. 

Both Ladbrokes and William 
Hill have a slight preference in 
their lists for last year's winner, 
Klairon Davis, but Coral are un- 
able to divide Arthur Moore's 
gelding and the David Nichol- 


son-trained Viking Flagship, 
who was successful in 1994 and 
1995. The firm quotes the pair 
at 9-4. 

Ladbrokes report substantial 
backing for Strong Promise, 
conqueror of One Man in the 
Comet Chase at Ascot, and 
have cut him from 9-2 to 7-2. 

Richard Dunwoody, who is 
due to partner Viking Flagship 
in the enforced absence of 
Adrian Maguire, made a suc- 
cessful return from injury at 
Sandown yesterday. 

Dunwoody. who suffered a 
fractured sternum in a fall from 
See More Business in the Rac- 
ing Post Chase at Kempton 13 
days ago, rode Friendship to vic- 
tory for Nicky Henderson. 
“That was OK." Dunwoody 
said. "I've been running five 
miles a day and riding a bike for 


15 to 20 minutes to get back to 
fitness. 

“The injury was sore last 
week but the' time it is most 
painful is when I sneeze, cough 
or laugh. I can tell you exactly 
how many times I have sneezed 
or coughed in the last fortnight.'’ 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Doctoor 
( Sandown 4.05) 

NB: Giventime 
(Chepstow 1-45) 

Not so fortunate is Lorcan 
Wyer. Concussed following a 
fall from Thornton Gate at 
Doncaster last Saturday, Wyer 
also sustained ligament damage 
to his left shoulder. 

The Irishman had hoped to 
resume riding at Cattenck on 


Wednesday, but his shoulder 
was still giving him trouble and 
he decided to delay bis return 
until this weekend. However, 
the condition of his shoulder has 
not improved and the rider will 
now have to miss Cheltenham. 

“My shoulder is still giving me 
trouble," Wyer said. “It is not 
too good ana it wtU have to im- 
prove significantly before I start 
riding again. J don’t knew when 
that will be.” 

Graham Bradley, who part- 
ners Collier Bay, favourite for 
Tuesday's Champion Hurdle, 
received a seven-day suspension 
for taking the wrong course at 
Exeter yesterday. Importantly 
for the veteran jockey, the ban 
starts on Monday week rather 
than at the start of Festival 
week. 

Bradley, riding second past 
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' 

ypttoaatMffxaf mtnon (Saooe 1^ 2odor 3nt lalastiaee: 50% ■' : j 

I Sboftt*H«cedwb«er; Olympian 8i4rfB93J . ■ . . | 

Lamte>^Vriced wtanan Predous Boy33-i (1994) . 



Top trafcretto M Pfaa - Travel MysteynsaS). OTympten 0993) 

- 


Tbp Jockey: LW)er- Precious Boy (X^ a 1994) 




CHEPSTOW 

1.15; Richard Dunwoody resumes 
his partnership with SELATAN, 
whose third at Haydock a fortnight 
ago proved be is returning to form. 

QOQ 

1.45: General Wolfe has won five of 
his seven latest completed chases 
and will be strongly fancied here. He 
wflj he pushed, however, to give 25B> 
to the mud-kiverGIVENTiMEwho 
has been beaten just once in his five 
latest starts. Three weeks ago, Luke 
Harvey's mount was a course-and- 
distance winner in fine style. 



Z45: What’s The Verdict may well 
run in the Supreme Novices' Hur- 
dle ar Cheltenham m Tuesday if win- 
ning here. That path could be 
blocked by ROYAL SCIMITAR, a 
decent performer on the Flat. 


SANDOWN 


L55 Mister Main Man 
Close Harmony 
255 Blgwtwel Bid 
350 Sublime Feiknv 


[4.05 


HYPERION 

4j05 Mr Percy 
440 Denver Bay 
5l15 Eagle Dancer 


GOING: Good 

■ Rwhi-hand coarse: seven lesitng raicm along back straight: run-in of -HXlyrt 

■ Course IS on .VJ07. 4m S of Khipnon. Esher eutton | service from btfidrm. Waterloo i 
Wtjota.- course. ADMISSION: Club SIS. Junior Club (17- 21yw| SI-1: GnuKfaund 4 
Paddock 5 1 1: Park St. CAB PAXJb S2 In members (More Lanc-i. remainder free. 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: D Nlckotoon — 31 winners from !H) run- 
ners, give* a rocraw ration of IH.4W and a profll in a SI level stake of S r >3.95: J Gif- 
ford — winn ers, 143 runnera, 13.4%, -SHI.l I;J Old — tl winnem. -'C nuns-rs. 28.^%, 
+S03JJJ; M Pipe — 1 1 retains*. 81 runner*. 18.2V -SJ>.87. 

| LEADING JOCKEYS: B Dunwoody — :il winners. IU-1 rides, 20 . 3 %, +M2.77; A 
Maguire — 41 winners, ft! rides. -SD.2Q; J Osborne — i'.i winners, I ] 1 rides. 

17.1V -SI i. 1-1: P Hide — 1 0 winners. A3 nrfea, 1 1 JJV -S20.80. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None- WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Exprew Gift 1 1 U5 i has been sera 261 miles ty Mrs M Rev- 
dey from UnjstUle.LTeveUnd; Shining Edgei'l.ilfiisciuill mile* by T Easterly farm Grew 
flabton, North Yorkshire. 


SUNDERLANDS IMPERIAL CUP (HANDICAP 1- fM J 
HURDLE) (CLASS B) £3(1000 2m 110yds P~?g'-T 
Penalty Value £21.456 

30-14% BaVEROROOM p« CCU)(Sfta Daring PatnaS«R*«wa 7 1112 SRyaQff) 

4-16520 CHETS SONS (2B} (CD] Ms Awe Dame! S Do* 7 11 8 RDnwoody 

50-2010 XAmSnK7(nqC21)(D)iAPPaBW)ftad«i7118 XAfagora (7) 

121 VP HOT MSY (14) [ft 5 K£M») MlAns 8 11 7 CFteee 

360-312 SIBR RAGE (14) (ft (Bf) U Date AfieR J L Hams 7 11 7 P C—gi r 

12315-f SHAMtAR (16) (D) (BF) Qnwravnd FVood HP D NcftJaon 6 11 5 WHarcton 

09-3001 EigREg GET (Z2)(COWM Hang, H Youg, D Ankfl UsM 8114 JtWmwnn 

614-P06 AltBSFQli) PET [14) (D) Ewv c< G E Nje) M Hajna 8 11 4 DSbyrme 

1-11212 CHAMO [72) (D) INW. Vneyl J OB 7 110 G Upton 

311411 SHNN8B)GE(14)(O)(GGiabarTuTEmiBtiy5110 SBrttay 

5UF32 MR PERCT [28) (W CFeh. ftjsBnsaeTs Wdnw A Sonj J Giftrt B ID 12 lAspofl{3) 

13-3536 GROUND IWf(lf) TO Ms RL Ha9fln» RBudfer 7 10 11 GS**taf5) 


U>5 


PICX McCREERY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £4,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2,684 

1 F41HF-4 HKKBIDN LAD (81) TO HAto 8 W Iteneri D WSara 13 12 6— JAa] S J Rattmoa (7) 

2 ARCHKS 0AI5 U TnceJtoWtt J TdcefWth 8 12 0 Hr Jfti ce MfU ft 

3 «E»2- BERRHGS DASffit [296) U A C fetonl Mis j fhamosn 10 12 0 MMWMMaff) 

4 163U32- BBCnaCMWmff (51ftURfeaseflCa(*»WtW«7i20 £tetAMbod(7) 

5 MISTER MAIN MfllHSr Gm»*E4e Keswc*i C Scams 9 12 0 lfrS5portw*[7] 

6 fWf XAUHBIN TtaXW {ZS21 (Q VBUn sI 0 VWfc are 13 12 0 Mai o Brood (71 

BEITMS: &-4 HWer Main Mao, 7-2 Aretes Oats, 9-2 Bank# Dasher, 6-1 HMafcm Lad, 15-2 
TtaonM Tyr-f jnm. flVl Htt ftfc GbtfMKfiH 

199fc The Major General 9 11 7 Capt A Ogden 1SS (G ttchanW 5 ran 


2-25 


BUSHY PARK ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4*000 added 2m 110yds Penalty value £2557 

16-112 HUNKMtCtAHPminaiMsFum&WRBsnDrWiatnnGUU-Alhamtgn 

L515 DOWOtGTON (2ft IW OT 0 T Sevan -ao*n) 0 Sbwx» 7 11 7 J Osborne 

100-MP SOUNDS UHE FUN (42) IMoHBOwt) •teHKn|y't6U7 1 FTBejf 

006 CALM DOWN (15) (Mrs Airtwi Waffisi T (Ssey 6 11 2 DBrfapratar 

UtHXO HKSN (35) (S P 7lnjan G Orates- APS 6 11 2 JW A CtartanJenw 

KMOCX SOR (John Marts) R Oanpon 6 U 2. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

6 OOOWP StARUGHT FOOL (30} (Sroi EBwnl K8jfey8 112 . 
10 
11 
12 
13 


3-01452 UVEU(BKJ0llNTHt(22)lf JSanawpMrsM Jwes61l2 Dwte Bynte 

& 24522 NEW FOT (29) (Food (botes tall 0 Etaerti 6 11 2 PHofcjr 


asw BC RV»K DOOM (3» Ate ftortfeRtorig 04/ GBMtfag 7 112. Brea ten 

2- TOMP«CH(415f*ATDaaBWOvawtonIGBattnB8112 Berama 

412-3F WSE KMG (21} (BF) (Deras J CM 7 11 2 Ofttan 

24 CLOSE HARMOW pit (Queen EkaDetfi) N Hendosw 5 10 11 MARtzgaraU 

-ISdcdwod- 

BE77WG: *4 Hartaww Uv*. 7-2 Deattogtm, M Mfba tOag. B-l Ckse Hannoi*, 8-1 lira* Ee- 
axntar. 10-1 Strands LBaa Fun, 11-1 Neat Feat 20-1 otbara 
1996: rtennem Howd 6 10 8 G Hogm 13-2 lUis D Hahai 15 r»i 


10U31 DOCTtXJR (USA) (2) (CO) V VleAs & Ues K TWaebead ) M Pipe 7 10 10 — A P McCoy 

213111 MORE DASH THANCASH (7) (Di (F J SmsBuyt Ws M Jones 7 10 6 DenkByna 

15 311-341 FSIESTAL (42) (0) IS GrtfflCS S Grtlfchs 5 ID 5 TJMwpbjr 

lb 244141 CARUT0 BUQANTE (10) (□) Hetfc Bandodl P Wetter 5 100 lOdna 

17 0-213 DANEGttD(42)TO(OrairarDEDitMBBLBf)MOsraxri5 100. Rtk«wV 

18 535021 SAHMBD(22}TO<Ma0wnConsiucoanlJd)MsAlSddM51OO OVan 

-lSdadarad- 

Mmmiim 10U. Due hsnrftao awaits: (irtSo Bngarae Sbt 12®, DwwgoU 9sf llli. SamanaJ 
9sr 6tt. 

8ETTM8: 3-1 Dodoor. 13-2 More DMk Thancaab. 7-1 Star KaCf, 11-1 SM*g Edg*. B-l CartHo 
Brtcrate, ForastaL Lady D^sy, Mr Perqr, 14-lQrat-Yo, Dawgotd, 18-1 Berass GM. SRnrOraom, 
25-1 Cbiefa Soeg, 28-lSbankar, 33-1 Ground Hot SaraMid. 40-1 oHmk 
1998: Amarao 5 10 8 M A flugenda 5-1 iG Hawiod! 13 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Doctnor scored easty over nine and distance tfuee weeks ag>, defeating prewous rar- 
er Royal Event by five tengns m a condrtJonal jockeys' race. Before that, on Its first ap- 
pearance an more than 1.000 days. Maron Pipe's charge finshed trtra to KadaatroT at 
Chepstow, where nra 7Dxianrtng nuer farted to ndt ram out to aetteva the best poss*te 
poaoon. Doctoor is 8fo worse off with Kattestro# (mere effective an the soft] but should snfl 
turn around Chepstow rumrg. Tony McCoy takes overiculay and Doctoor is the one to beat 
despne going off a 9fo hi£ier mars than last time. SHNNG EDGE s one of fax northern 
cbalengeis m the IB-strong field- win or lose. Tim Essterby's runner nas already had a fine 
season, terxflng four of hts last five races - at Hrnham. Haydock and Doncastw (tvrtce) - 
most recentfv defeating last year's County Hurdle hero Star Raga (successful under 12*t 
at CanencK me Ome before i a length aid a Quarter. He can confirm superiority altnougi 
21b worse uv My sefeebon is 510 higher today, but he putts out edra a the business end 
of trs races. He has had a afferent nder tar each of those wetones ana Oaham Bradey. 
who was on board the bme before last, is back m the sadote here. More Daeb ThmcaMi 
Is another who has done *>afl Bw term, chalking up a hat-tnc* when wbmng with ease at 
Ooncaster a week ago. He should be tn at me fresh despne a lOto h*e. Carffto O rigenie 
■s erpecied to nm a big race eren if he wifi be stepping out of nonce company. He stayed 
on strongy after takmg command three frgtia out when successful at Wetherby ten days 
ago and wifl have the assistance of Jamie Osborne, who s ndng so rrefl saver Groom, 
CUers Song and KtngBfoid Pet (who would prefer soft gong). «*re 9eccnd. thud and 
sum of nne (Irashets behma Amanoo n this e-.ent a year ago. Chefs Song meets Surer 
Groom and Kingstafo Per on ll/band 3lb more favourable terms, respectively. Hcwever Sl- 
yer Groom finished a long way in front of CNePs Song when they were fifth and 14th in the 
Tcre GoU Troihy and should drove the pit* of me pair the time on 3fo worse terms. Ex- 
press Gift has a gna i deal more on ras plate than when landing a course and distance 
d&mer three weeks ago but can *iii gp well with Norman WiBiamson booked for the nde. 
while frtsfi rwader taffy Owfey is a conscrent mare and wifi no { be ter away witft Charlie 
Swan in the sadtfie. Selection: SHINING BX£ 


4v40 


HAMBRO COUNTRYWIDE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £1A000 3m UOytis Pen Value £6^73 




(2.55 


BARCLAYS BAMt HANDICAP HURDLE (AMATEURS) 
(CLASS E) £6j000 2m UOyds Pen Value £4,065 


C4 


1 602133 WLOSStB<IFRQAra{23JTOrcBwlFlMs]niTnorreonJcnes812 7.JlrT 


P-U3P3 AARDttfOlF (15) TON (LacyCartta Dompsar C Bnusfi 11 10.. 

602264 MWTECOT (TR) (21) (Sr Menasi Cormel) S 1,‘elor 8 11 2 

5P122-1 RftL0F«tE(80KDJiJ».SraaGil7wik3ate) IflUl 

02-6351 DBfVBl BAY (ZO !COj to/cn (Gftrt 10111.. 


lAlUt SUfiflE (28) (D( (Whte ur 3 Hrts d 20 11 


—SBreaejr 

.Jfanfingher 

A Thornton 

_LAsprif» 


__D Monte 


23-12P0 ROff N BOLD [15HD) (DC T Patnenhci T Case? 5U1L 

55-3654 RHirBAC(2UTOf**5VO»iwD(7a*n7il 10 

01 JOVE HWG (33) IM H M Red) R ftidfier 5 11 10- 


-*«6 


P) 


040 553 DEHRf CALM |132) IS N Fulan P D Bare 8 11 6 . 


... UffOBMed[7) 

(teptDAIm-tMrey [7] 

JteJFdfcrff) 

0P2-043 BMIHEEl.BU.(18)(MrsDSfflArai|Jtelii«8115 JfceVHal0i(7) 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Ccfoseus Of Noad^ 3-1 Jorie Iffog, 7-2 Kefiy Mee, 9-a bwo N GoM, 11-2 BtpriMI 
BflL B-l Desert Ceta 

USGe Society Guest 10 11 3 Cart A Ogten 15-2 (A fwnefii 8 ran 
FORM GUDE 

FWowmg a 21 -month lay-off. COLOSSUS OF ROADS ran a fine race to frish tfwJ behind 
More Dash Thancash « Windsor three weeks back. The eign-year-oW. a wrner of three 
bumpers three seasons ago and wx> turtle races in 1994-95. must progress for that re- 
cent run and cai return to winning town despite being lumbered with 123t 7io. Tim Thom- 
son Jones, the former champion amateur who trams the selection, ndes rim here. Jovie 
Mng won a weak heat at FonjweU last month teit that was only tus second run over timber 
and he seems likety to get better. Iron N Gold won at Sera Bora m October on he return, 
following with a Fontwefl second benixl Supreme Lady. He was pufiea up benmd Board- 
room Snuffle at Cheltenham and beaten miles m Royalbno's race at Kempton out mi£)t do 
best of (ha others. S election: COLOSSUS OF ROADS 


13322-1 EQUITY PLATER (21) (CD) fPeMrt S PxrerSKi R Curts 12 10 3 

7 SHI* TOP BRASS (21) (T 00 J 335 P 3 rxrS.pl>'. EW 9100 

-7 declared - 

Unman ne^> c 10sL True tankao eegr & Tec Brass 5s jt. 

BE7TWC S-* AanfeoN; 7-2 tfertwr Bay. 52 Fad Of Rre. 8-1 Snteee, 6p4ty Rqer, JJM tereto- 
coL 34-1 Tip Brass 

199G: Arthur's tenstrei 9 llOP>wrson 13-810 fJ^ftfsor- 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

FUU. OF FIRE was appearing for the first tune since last Apn when a lengin and a naif too 
good for Strong Lghr at Exeter <n December ana can fallow up offan £#& higner marie The 
stiff track wifl sui Kim Bailey’s tervyear-cfd. Aardwotf landed his first two chases. Dotn n 
three-fintsner races at the tree*, me firsr owr wo mites and the other at Bus tnp. Beaten 
only a length and three ports ol 0 length when l3St of three to firash Dehfod Dieddah m the 
Feltham Nonces' Chase at Kempton on Booig Day. he didn't do batfiy >1 thrt to Berude 
Not loon a return fo Kempton. hjvmg been tarfed off and puled up at Newbury bi between. 
He rngm pose the biggest threat even it he <s on top weight in hs first handtaap. Samteo, 
a 15-iength second to Lord Gytfene over twee and a quarter miles ai untaete* m January, 
was beaten 26 lengths into fourth behind the same rwal when meeting hurt 71b better over 
four and a quarter rules at the same track four weete S0>. Denver Bay went m «w course 
and distance three weeks agj, mastering rtii Of Tuliow a head - the par 23 lengths dear 
of tTBnj -placed Superior Finish - and should go wed. Selec tion: FULL OF RRf 


&30 


BURNT OAK & SPECIAL CARGO NOVICE CHASE ( fVf 
(CLASS O £6^00 2m Penalty Vahie £4,463 


5JL5 


HMS SANDOWN STAM2ARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £1^50 added 2m UOytis Penalty Value £1^06 

BUY BOX (Alec Tudiamaru G McCcun 5 U 4 — 


I AFtqprafet 
BFooten 


1 ian SOTITJSH BAMB(U) TO (WBianJrte»y1PWp«w9U 6 

2 151461 StBUME FELLOW (7) IQ Bfey McGratfi) N Itendann 7 LI 6 

3 32-F24U BLAIR CASTLE (7) (BF) (Hgiflyas) G Baking 5 U 2 

4 3UVJPS CHEEKA [94) iOewd I Thorroo’i C Strath 8 11 2 

5 6PRS23 HEmroWOSBOf(M)aAStapruDMoCanf U2 DWataftB 

6 4012642 JULHTJOWStUJlWiiPladWUlGfforiieiOU. LAap«fl(3) 

-edactetd- 

BEIinS: 2-1 Scetttah BambL » H* Caatfe, U-4 SoblkM Fdiw. 4-1 JMdt Jones. 20-1 Hraib- 
jard* Boy, 1S-1 Cheefia 

1998: LOT Dorcet 6 11 10 A P McCoy 2-1 0 r A Chantani 4 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Sublime Fellow vron for the third time Bits term when corning home by three lenghs at 
Doncaster a weefc ag> - Stair Carte went off the 5-4 favourite but blundered and un- 
seated * the fifth. Nio. Henderson's charge rsnt the most consetent of characters bur son 
rates the mam threat to the topwei^s. SCOTTISH BAMBI. who attempts a fthrti success 
of the season. Jarrae Osborne, wncj partnered Subfime Felicwr at Doncaster m the absence 
of sldefrted Mu* Fitzgerald iwho « bat* on board tooayi. wrt nave the teg up on the se- 
lection. whom he partnered to a four-length wctoiy over Thursday's Cart sJe winner CW Wind 
X Lacesar U days ago. Samsti Bamto pulled muscles ribs quarters wrjpn puleo up at 
Ludlow on his penultimate start. Julett Jones led tor a long way when fourth to Arfier Mole 
here dime weeks ago and fofimred with an eigm -length second to hotpot lance Armstrong 
at Leicester, leading to dm fences out. Both those races were over an enended two and 
a hart miles and he ml be much napprar over th* two. Selection: SCOTTISH BAMBI 


2 

3 

i 

5 

a 

02 BOROC8IO (31) (Mra ‘WfftB Coneri Ft 5 11 < 

EAGL£ DANCBt 1 FacaC LAf< Hsmes 5 114. __ . 

8FfESSM«N'7ffMn0M4»Tie55U4 . — 

QGUXN EftO£ fPaurOidasJi « Hews** 5 U < 

HOMME OEFTR (Was U v&vaop&xf' K Bafei 5 11 4 

LMtaS{3) 

ROwMoftr 

IRaStoo 

MAHb&nrtd 

C Solder (7) 

7 

KAPCO lUwanas BorisaxX) C 5 11 4 

GBratey 

IKoray 







ii 

6 IIOOmiUlBrSfiaiME 06) iWIMftfrviDEfrMrti 6 11 4 

.-P Hater 

13 

0 nnBKG (98) ill SnWii B Snw 5 U 4 . — . 

1 R 

iSOTmrn 

14 

TBKU MflOC U j 5 u J _ .. 

APMcCoy 






JCteoty 

la 

FOWlfllES HJSHT IUk A 1 Gan-ff J v*igi 10 IP ... — 

TJfitorpfe’ 

19 

30 

21 

SATELUTE EXPRESS i9ist Raong) 0 Smart 4 10 ID. 

30 SRFRZEnftlU(7effiadawB£ai^L3PG3Mtng4101D_ 
XABIFLE CWST ffft M Pftrsrw ft &d*n 4 10 5 

I.~_Btanori 
tUzsmm 


-gtitertrarif- 

BETTWC 7-2 Desret Way. 4-1 Qstden Eag e . 9-1 Borodkra, 6-1 Secaren Goto. 7-lE«0e Oncer, 

8-1 Honane da Fer, 10-1 ftepco. U4 often 

1998: MariwigMarqus 5 11 4 R [>jm,-io0y 9-2 in Charusi 22 ion 


Che post Carole’s Crusader in 
the novices' chase, was ad- 
judged by ihe stewards to have 
gone the wrong side of the 
fourth-last fence, which was 
dolled ofL 

“When you arc out there and 
the adrenalin is up and you are 
trying to ride afinish, it is a bit 
different to sitting in the stew- 
ards' room seeing it all in slow 
motion,’’ Bradley said. 

Tony McCoy, who was in- 
jured in a fall at Wincanton on 
Thursday, rode a double yes- 
terday when partnering Font 
Romeu and Give And Take to 
victory for Martin Pipe in the 
first two races. 

The jockey had been criti- 
cised by the trainer Tbby Bald- 
ing for riding at the meeting. 
Balding. McCoy's mentor, 
urged the ebampion not to risk 

Hanp own 

2-56: RIGWHEEL BILL is a tenta- 
tive selection in an amateurs’ event 
that is best left alone by punters. 

r m 

3 JO: Blair Castle has ability but 
douted the fourth fence then un- 
shipped his jockey ai the fifth at 
Doncaster a week ago. Today’s ob- 
stacles are a lot tougher and this 
seems best left to SUBLIME FEL- 
LOW, a sound jumper. 

□□□ 

4.05: Dodoor's credentials are for- 
midable but the bookmakers are 


suffering any more injury and 
give himself a break- 

Yesterday Balding stressed: 
“What I said was in my opinion 
he should not be riaing until 
nidtonham, not that he should 
not be riding at Cheltenham. 
But 1 stand by the rest of what 
I said and 1 didn’t think he 
should be going down to Exeter 
for the sort of odes he has there. 
He should be taking a few days 
off to put himself nght for the 
Festival.” 

QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE idieJ- 
*rrem.Vte1a» Great Natan Davit & Wwg 
Ragsrtp, 7-2 A* Tom, 3-2 Strong Promse, 
10-1 Manha's San, 14-1 Arctic Krenen. 20- 
1 Double Sympbory. 50-1 Lord Don»«Oar- 
Mnfr 8trcna. l adb ra to a te 2-1 Matron Dart. 

3- 4 VWrw Ffo^Wp. 7-2 Strong Promise. 5-1 
Ask Tam, 12-1 MartfWS Sen, lB-lAnacKfoe- 
man, 20-1 Daubte Sjmpftony.S-1 Ctatain- 
ly Strong, 40-1 Lord DoreeL VflBmFU: 2-1 
Kfakon One. 5-2 VfltrMFfeenp. 4-i Ask Rn. 

4- 1 Strong Pramtse. 10-1 fiAaftfa's Son. 2D- 
1 Arctic Krsrian, Cfiftanb Strong & Double 
Symphony, 33-1 Loro Dorcet- 

string few chances with his odds. A 
strong late challenge can be ex- 
pected from. Star Rage, but the best 
handicapped runner could be MR 
PERCY Leighton Aspefi’s mount 
was an exceDent second to Shadow 
Leader at Newbury last month and 
will be staying os strongly in the 
closing stages. 

QOQ 

•MO: Aardwolf has impressive form 
but there is a suspicion he is best 
when fresh. DENVER BAY; up 4fb 
for winning over course and dista n ce 
three weeks ago, can stfli take this. 


The world’s outstanding race- 
horse may be on his way bade 

to die track. CSgar, the winner 
of $10 million (£6.3m) in prize- 
money and of just about every 
award for racing achievemexir 
on offer, may have to resume his 
career as a runner after a brief 
nnrf unsuccessful fl i n g at stud. 

There are fears that the sev- 
en-year-old may be sterile after 
failing to impregnate any of the 
first 12 mares he covered at bis 
Kentucky base, the Ashford 
Stud. “Some horses that come 
off the race-track are slow to 
start,” Ashford’s farm manag- 
er, Barry Simon, said. “Rather 
> h? n for rumours to start, we de- 
cided to go ahead and make this 
announcement.” 

Simon added that ultrasound 
tests will be performed in the 
next 10 to 20 days on other 
mares covered by Cigar co see 
if they are in foal. 

Fertility specialists saw Cig- 
ar on Wednesday and will send 
their report to insurance com- 
panies. The horse’s stud fee is 
$75,000 (£47.000). If tests show 
that the boise is sterile and the 
insurance firms and the stud 
agree, then Cigar could return 
to racing. 

“Well have to see what the 
insurance company want to 


do,” Allen Paulson, who owned 
Cigar during his racing career, 
told the Doily News in New 
York. “I would like to keep 
him at my own farm [Brook- 
side]. All I can say is that it’s a 
shock. Vfe were counting on his 
babies awful badly.’' 

Cigar ended his career at the 
age of sheas the horse that had 
won most prize-money in the 
histoiy of horse-racing. He was 
retired to Ashford Stud in a safe 
valued at £25m (£15m) after he 
finished third in the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic.. 

It was his second consecutive 
lass and third m four races since 

the end of his record 16- race 
winning streak, which equalled 
the modem record set by Cita- 
tion. The streak included a 10 
out of 10 record in 1995. 

Fertility problems for new 
stallions are not particularly 
unusual, but more frequently 
occur with younger hones that 
have perhaps not quite reached 
maturity. 

One reason for such a prob- 
lem is the stress caused by 
changing from a rigorous train- 
ing regime to a more relaxed 
lifestyle. Several prominent stal- 
lion have recovered from such 
diffic ulties to lead active lives as 
successful stallions. 


Bounce still on the up 


Buckboard Bounce, 6-1 with 
W illiam Hill but only 9-2 with 
the Tbte, and Spuffingtim, 20-1 
with Coral and the Tbte but 14-1 
with William HHL attract the eye 
in the Ifen lb Follow Chase at 
Chepstow. In the Imperial Cup 


FIRST SHOW 


How they bet on today’s 
televised races 

Ladbrokes arc out of line with 
Forestal at 12-1 (Wm Hill 9-1). 


Ten To FoHow Hamficap Chase 

- Cheostow 3_45 

Hone manetfrttetaO 

Coral 

y)Hn HI 

Tate 

Btaboee Hea (R AJnerfi2st) 

12-1 

.10-1 ._ 

11-1 

Mwrtute ip rechoiknftro 

5-1 

9-2 


Bocteoard Bounce (G fSch»tfea2stj 

• 5-1 

6-1 

9rZ_ 

AMMite Worfe (T Foretell 

6-4 

6-4 

6-4 

Gtvetekne » TumeVlDnUb) 

11-4 

U4 

114 

Seaflbtttoo U GflfontflOsa 

20-1 

14-1 

20-1 

See Enaato) ftt BuddefflOBt) 

14-1 

20-1 

20-1 


Each-mgy a quartern* odcB. pfeoes X. 2 


ll Imperial Cud Hantficao Hurdle 

- Sandown 4i)5 | 


Cette WflBaraKO Lwtaralces 

Tate 

Over Groom fR AKeft^i lsrcnbi 

20-1 

20-1 

18-1 

13-JL 

CWeT* Sonft S DowmstSIb) 

33-1 

_2&1 

28-1 

33-1 

immW ( r DK*miat8tal 

33-1 

33-1 

40-1 

33-t 


14-1 

30-1 

12-1 

_ 1±1 

Star R*fi* U 1 Hamsrll*t7fl)J 

7-1 ■ 

13-2 

7-1 

5i 


2S1 

_2£1 

Xhl 

16-i 

Exorome Oft (Mra M Revefev/llst4lb) 

20-1 

25-1 

18-1 

20-1 

Kkuartotd Pet (M Havnes/llstriUri 

33-1 

33-1 

40-1 

40-1 

Chaf-Yo (J OkVUsO 

14-1 

34-1 

U-l 

10-1 

fT EtettotartllgO 

10-1 

10-1 

11-1 

9-1 

Mr Percy (J Grtfofri/10sJl2tb) 

10-1 

ia-i . 

M-l 

14-1 


40-1. 

40-1 

33-1 

33-1 

□oetnor toi Pioe/lQarlOto) 

3-1 

3-1 

3-1 


1 iiare Dart itacaab (M Jumea'lDEtfita) 7-1 

13-2 

6-1 

7-1 

FomU IS Rrtff^iByineRih) 

J&i 

-ii 

32-1 

U-l 


IM 

16-1 

Jil 

20-1 

14-1 

16-1 

SamuM (Mwa L SlddaVlOsa 

2S-1. _ 

2S-.1 

33-1 

33-1 

| £acft-way a Quarter tee odds, pteces 1 2. 3. 4 




1.15 Setatan 
1.45 Giventime (nb) 
2J5 Royal Scimitar 


HYPERtON 

245 Scoresheet 

320 SEATTLE ALLEY (nap) 

3.50 Coirt Master 


danger but 0ves 25fo to Gtareitnne. TTm ®-lrfsh BetoonLKtafidid wo* td vmi me Rehears* 
Chass over three miles here on ho drat start ter Paul NkteoSs and was out at hn dap* «i 
the Hemesty Cognac GoU Cup at Lflooardstiwi afterwards, the wtn here vos h» test n«i 
«i 20 iromhs. Bfetapa Hal Is another start oHrieh chasa and wan the Keny National 
at UstotW or Ik lateer start (it September. BodteoreffSaaBea won firs ana ipar New- 
bury m October test season, Out no has not been out wnce finishing lairra fothe Macke son 
m November. The drying ground is attest So* Omagh- • G a tactta i r. QVENIWE 


GOING: Good to Soft (seme Son patches). 

■ Left-hand, undulating come wfth run-in of 240yds. 

■ Course is on A488. Chepstow rail station (Cardiff - Gloucester Dae) one mSe awqr. 
ADMISSION: Chib £14; Tauenalb £10 (QAP» £F,). CARPARK: Free. 


\0 1C I PETER (PSULLEVAN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) 1DMM 
£20j0005YD 2m 110yds Penalty Value £13JS75 fiTTggl 




■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: K Pipe— 51 winners boot 197 rumen 
gives a success taiJo of 25.34b and a loss to ail level stake of SIT- 78; D Kebotaoa— 
16 winners, OR runners, 29.1%, +&LJ2; P NIckoOs — I- winners, 63 nmncfn, 19.1%, 
•£12.75; JOW — 7 wlnnere, 34 runnas, SOiMh, -£7.74. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody — 30 winnas, 118 rides, 25.4%, -428.84; AP 
McCoy— 21 winners. 74 rides, 28.4%, +50.45; D Bridgwater— 20wbuiew,81 ride*. 
34.7 %, +53 1. 44; CL teweflyn— 16 wmnera,ftg ride*. 16 J%, -527.49. 

BUNKERED FIRST TUB: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bnckteoanl Bounce (1.45) has bea sent 249 ndes by G 
RkJmrds from Greystnke, Cumbria; Bart Out (2.15) sent <84 miles by J Peaiw from New- 
market, Suffolk. 


£aopOQ5YD 2m llflyds Penalty Value £13,875 
44 jasOUnEUMr(Z3)IBM«teaaortjaMU5- 


FHMe 

A P McCoy 


_P Carbary 


1 i E[ 'RACING POST FOR CHELTENHAM’ HANDICAP 
*"*"1 HURDLE (CLASS C) £8^)00 added 2m 4f 110yds 
Penalty Value £5,638 

011-130 P0TB0XI5 (USA) (IS IP (kn Vfoedenl M fye 6 11 12 

11-2623 IMGD0M<JF9«ra(USN{19[BF)fitaen0Bta«ATuncl71111. 
131625 LAKE KARBA (8) TO (lbs late Kanba Pafoentfe) P fttflofla E113. 
14-2412 MARVSCt^OiteArffuvAndrort 1Q9>0711 2. 


.jtPMcCty 


4310 FURFLESPUSHaS)TOt5rOiBaeftn-Watt»0PMatei7111.. 
522000 CAU.WGtESTd9(D)(DaffiDCIedRtacodh71010 
4210C3 SBJCDtH 05) (Sart^it Rsorg DGMaHo5l0 9. 

IP- 3030 BOBMAQC (7) (The Wi To Vfri ParewsTfol J ft* 7 10 5 
- 8 declared - 



-SRat 


8ETUNG: 51 naRflare Of Shadea, 10M0 Ptryte flyfert, AI Potaatata, M Satatan, 7-J. Marina, 
8-1 Lato Kaefea, 18-1 CsB My Orest tatanaatfe 

1969: Warner *t 9 11 12 A R McCoy U-4 0 Sprang 8 ran 
FORM GUDE 

POTENTATE, four tunes a tenner ca*r two mites here, ffwuld appreciate tha step 149 In dta- 
tanca, Martin Pipe's ruiw made 0 aitsessW return here in NMmberwtth an aH-the-way 
vwn trom Rtar From Fimy but rat let down by hh Jtanpwg vfoen a dose third of four ra 
JVnMesale at Ln^efo. Potentate and Grouxi Nut set a strong pace at Wtncaupn last time 
and bath taded to ba weft beaten befund Dreams End. IHs 0tund shotdd ride mare eas+ 
ly and, mne importandy. he should rw need to gt off a breakneck speed over the nngr 
oro on a couree that auks from-rumere. Klnfldon Of Shades brake a blood vessel when 
deappofota^ here in Decemoer and ran weB on hte return two mondB later tn be a (engih 
second to Copper Boy at NearOwy. He was no mated ter ASegsoon at Kajtfock last time, 
Seiatsn, wnce successful at Ttwcaster last season, was a good wra© Big Strand at Hay- 
dock and may improve. Marius Is rtrinmgwefl but wd strug08 to mated PotemstB up front 
ax) is tryng a new mp. Purpte Splasfa can riforewe on dts Kempton rtowkig behind Lessons 
lass if he brusnes up res jumping. The novice Lake Kartba das ton res way since wtnring 
twice ri the autuim tut can enprove on his latest Newbury run. ff election. POTENTATE 


04211 BREAK THE RUES (15) TO (A J LOT®) MRpe 11 5 — 

2010 BWMOUr(«)(lfteA’raro J rterBMhpljpEOT»U5- 
0130-21 9OOSSQMD(qTO0)Mttttn9JMKNBll5. 

28313 N0MIIBM(14) (K H^tn) 6 LMone US- 

410 PHKTBSMnMMIIEPlimfTOtefVSyrekaWbfeaPWUteUS CUmtflyo 

2 R0TW.SC8MDWO5TO) W»«yBu9ress9y*m3Mr9AftnwiU5 JfDwwuody 

11 WHATSTlCVlBaRCIOO) (0) (SaarusOTaoeC ACTBrlen fifl 115 CFSnen 

2U21 MO7O0U»(a9)(MsawSrtWDIiffiBtanU^ RkhM 

BSTTN6: 6-4 WHwfsTbsVwtfct 5-1 Motoiyia, finds Sqmrl, 81 Bratei The Ridas. 8-1 Ho Pattam, 
10-1 RreM ScMte. 14-1 Abulota Urt, 18-1 otters 
1998: Dterttnanto 5 11 5 E Husband 5-1 0 Mache) U rat 
FORM GUIDE 

A fee Hat b a nrfcapper far Mark Johnson. WHATS THE VERDICT has «n both hrs starts 
oaar huntes amcejoirene AMen ORnen and ihe Hsnnnen foods m haw found iwn a prod 
chance to pick up a vaKiabfe pna. Ftts length success from Bess Doyle at Oanmellast bme 
was a good Mtart, with the nmnarup a hopeful tar the Royal StroAihanoe at ChBhenhani. 
VUhaTS The verdict edl holds ar entQr for me Supreme Nowcss' on Tueso^r. The beme con- 
Onflant has a s econid-tiwaon took with ChedEfteam arotavUha comer. No Psttem would 
do Sanmartmffs Fesdwl prospects some good if he gets dose, having been thud to hun at 
Kempton bet dme. His sole ufti was In a maiden rude at Ptumpmn. but that was 1 hot 
event for the cause and he has run well each Bme ha has met smart oppoatton. Royal 
Sdrehar was at a fitnefs and experience dtsatjiantage when beaten a le^lti and a raff 
try Bretat The Rules m Haydock on his hunSng debut. He meets that rival 71b worse but 
ttas smart Rat performer may stfl overturn the platings. Break 7he Rtrtas has Improved ance 
firtsNngtounh to poiqp Rralllnvalte at Lwlaw and mat nvatman flopped wnen upped in 

class at Asa*. Gods Squad put iff) a smart performance to beat Good Vfoes m heavy fftwnd 
at Wteherty last time after finding Darakrtan loo ^xsd on ns Bangor rewearance. He 

edl ten mare raoes but wfll be suited by a longer trip. Bren out was ffseopomtir« on his 
hunting debut « Pfumpton behind Pomme Sectat, trot he was a smart bumper Iwsa. win- 
ning at Airtree. and should rw be written off. Mo ta q ua . second to the mart Juyush at 
Newton Abbot opened her account at Warwick and needs to improve to wtn tres. Absolute 
ItaritB heM by Motoqua on a line mrau#i Juyush. Selection: WHATS THE VERDICT 


Z45 


LLANGBBY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4400 added 2m 
3f UOyds Penalty Value £2^08 

HH22 SC0R6SHEET(U)[BR(PeimelPWwVJGftrt7ll9 PWe 

OPOBW KMMOtSMBV(23)(F6Tacte}FT!J9Er8112 JKOflStem 

4«MSP FH100 (39) (MrsJ BfeartfeHeahassITGeor^a 11 2 RCarteny 

8JP5-20 MTSHC ESl£ [2^ ftte J K Mwdt} N Gaalee 7 11 2. ’ 


Pf-Tcl TOTE ^ TBi TO FOLLOW HAMXCAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £12^00 3m 2f UOyds Penalty Vatoe £8*432 


1 

001-241 BBHTO5MttL(UftTO(rjC(Bci)fTAl!rlll20 

H«Hbbboo 

2 

3 

2JF91P BEUflOKnOHBP4)TOft*»aMeOand1PretWi9120 

225330- BUCttBOrtOD BOIMCE (48ft (Robert OgfentGATtotlS 11 120 

APMcCBy 

4 

21152-1 <EIBtM.WQUE(15)(WinnngUwPaaitUd)TRrterB1112 

RDrewft 

6 

453383 SWWG7tW(2y TO (Uat OapBj J Qffbrd 9 100. 

0W3R3 SSEN0DGHf2UUAGMeadBnlRButffer9100 

Fttfe 

SMdiee 


OOTFP SAUCTS ROLF (7ft (Mrs J &w*3l Mra E Braotts 7 112 

U2S25-F HiniMiunY(2<)(GueS(eBdrE&BfoodaaliUd)PMduls8112.. 

ff itfrtwefl 

KlT^riiemiScMsteeet, llr4 WtUr tapwrity, 4-1 Mystic Me, U>-1 FtflOO, 14-1 Dramkta View, 
50*1 a®OQTS WOT 

1998: Fata The Bason 7 U 9 J Ottame 5-2 0 Old) 8 rw 

TOTE QUADPOT NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 atMed 4VD 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,488 

11143S DOCtDRTOEEN (FFQ (8ft (ft Urn Wfodsi) M Ppe 12 0 Ml fcwV 

81 MUJBtCEm>l®(2y ate SBUrtoriJCW 1113 
M4 SHUGAA(1AJ TOftft tAIKNJMhlDSmiodllO. 


|aM 


"r* «»ytw wKNimoawvnauD 

603 9EnilEAUEy{USA)(i2)(L&PFarvMttSPtNabs’lDll. 
F«G46 COME0Hmtl8)MnP3rHr>mreDitui)ROri4ni0O> 

- 5 declared - 


J A McCarthy 

-JCwbeny 

_Ur R Iborabw (S) 


-7 

8EnMft 84 General Wolfe, 11-4 GhMrtltes, S-l 
Hafi. 20-1 SaafftaMotL See Emdi 
199ft Myr Bel 8 11 4 U Mokmy 7-2 (A UMans) 7 ran 


Nat Badfeoartf Beaaca, JO-l Btatepa 


___ -soecared- 

e falte fc 4-6 bJfowce Pete, 7-a a— Gea, re«*» ftmi th iw« yc-i ftwnt On re 

199ftShepertbtea4 i012A7hwntonll)-l(SMefl(^8wi 
1 3301 c 9 f ! sw 9 L ° v<a£ handicap chase (class dj ls^oo 

IrZTJlJ added 2m 3f UOyds Penalty Value £3^88 

^^ ^ WTOtiJartSrtjadauiD ct 


GWENTIME. winner of fotr of his last five races ewer fences, can continue to process. The 
nareyear-old wound up tost season wring ravtce chases a Notongiam and Unweld, and. 
after Ws Newton Abbot return, beat ANC Express at United before scorfog over course and 
distance by a tenpJi and a Quarter bom Rocky Path, with SpteBi^sn 14 fengtbs mat in 
tend. Spoltagm has only a Ubpuo (he is 3(b out of the hantteWend Ghentime bate 
tairty treated on pat a 4tbfig»er marie Gen eral Vlfoffla. a taler when tawurte far the Wm 
Muir a Cheresnnam lest year, was then runner-up to Moorcroft Roy to tee Scottish National 
aid made a successful return at Kaydot*. Betting op to beat UcGregv The Thrt. He Is a 


ss arriSie&ssaRuaK: 

°”^ l cou a *» ffft(^«CWB9TFnmr6ll4 


— PCartniy 

JVMBfelD 


FHHMRSMOBDJTWJIpodFaniilfeeeig DMd1flfeonUJD7, R Itreaijj ja 

2342S2 C0UtriMSIBt(ft(B^(MxfidnniMS{RtBDy7aftaqRBuMw9105 BIfowta 

199ft Beta Ufe 7 10 7 G Tamqr 52 ff> J KttB} 7 tat 


AYR 


HYPERION 

L50 Phantom Haze 220 Nicholas Plant 
250 Swanbistor 225 Mr Knitwit 4j00 Rekl Of 
Vlsfoh 4^0 Ask Me Later 5j00 Lonf Podgski 


5 P JUNCtE FRESH (22) Mn D Ihonsor 10 12 RSJcray 

a Si KNOWM SECRET (USA) [X4t P fifotsaili IP 12_._M Matonoy 

7 33 PHANTOM HAZE (2ft C Paritir 10 12 DPWar 

-7 d ecla red - 

BETtwa 4-5 Son Of Aiwtan. 3-1 Phantom Han. 7-1 Bamboo Dynasty, 
8-1 Dotefo Dash, CraMrie'6 Pride, IB- 1 Kaoen Seate, 20-1 Junfte Fresti 


-Sdedared- 

/#nj7Tun? XOsi lh*e haticap •ajfic Seodai^w 90. 

ETTK2 MSnobMer. 7-2AA, 5-1 Cherry Dec, frl Beta Rom, Ctarer 
Boy, 51 Ktags laae, 12-1 otters 


L£iJ 


GOING: Soft; Good u> Soft in ptao» 

■ Left-hand (sll oping wurw: run-rn 2 lojrds. 

■ Couree is E oT town on A758. Ayr station (mnvv from lilav 
13 wj I m. ADSnSSIOft Clufi £ 12; GrwKifoinrf S7 (Grtfi* M+HweL 
CAS PARK: Free. 


2.20 




RAONl 


BUNKERED FIRST TOSE: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Clever Bay ii.ort) am! Dark Oek 
(4 .30) wu ^40 miles by J W P Carta &wn BeefonL Humtentde; Clw- 
ry Dee ftlAO) *nl H# nulft-Ur P Braumonl from BramUry. N Yortor 
Castle Clear 1 5.00) sou i ffl mfles by Mre H Bercky brm Lnjpfeite . 
CWrbmL 


MAD MARCH HARE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4,200 added 3m If 

1 0"«n KALA» (S (D) 8 7 tl 9 B Storey 

2 P66-1S3 MAJOniYMAJOR(2ftPOaS]n^i8U9 ADcttan 

3 59 1122 HtBKUSFim( 12 )®lBf}liZ*ieSUQ ...GCaM 

4 021-F25 CEU!CBANI(33)LUrt«)7U3 RStatte 

5 0- R0mtLBAIKBt(SnMIo«ner7113 „J>Rlw 

f> Wl 8nMBMOEU»GE(41ftU»LVlfostoiei01?-l(Faffta 

-Gde cte ed- 

BE7DN& 84 Cetor Gtete 9-4 Nkteias Plant B-l Majority Mayer, Rsysl 
Banter. Hkl Stradmore Ladee, 12-1 Kateo 


3J26 


HUGH BARCLAY CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 

1 32/4312 MftlWITWIT(25)TO pt 4OTtairlO12 0 AOabbta 

2 221122 BOLD BOS (10} (CD) (BF) G M Moors 8 11 13 B Storey 

3 OT-3P32 COqUIAfE(22)6F)JDunU)101 01 


2156? TEEMYtTMICH (2ft Jtktte 5 ID 0- 


Mrtnura mzffc IQs. True fandkap le&ftfum Sa 4R. 

BHTWft 10-11 IfrIMtte. 64 BMd toe, MOagaHane. 88-1 TiwtraiVailrh 


POLYFLOR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£££00 added 3m If 

1 213534 DMacOAK(2ftTOTOiCu«U120 Jfctard&rest 

2 4-3H25 (21) (Cft Mis J GOHXAM 10 11 8 ft Bflrttfey 

3 2/144*34 nuSBEMDE8tffO)(12)PClfwrlC114 Ttfead 

4 4MMP-0 W9C/ HB8I£ {7ft (CD) D VNcars 12 10 10 _D Btelqj 

5 poossi nwcrsmp3jjJ0Nd»n>iCA adhMb 

6 3W-451 ASKUCUBQip2)lteSBadbuna8104 N Pastor 

7 06PF44 MiRaDeWBftHD»AQ«»g)D-lftteff t> wt ta B 

-Tdedfered- 

Wrthars ae(^rt ZOst True Wdtaprtft^ft Any (MGanaSartfli. 
BErnRft54Famey6tai, 5-1 Dark Oak, Ut Me taler, 6-1 Kloolgen, 7- 
1 ffebfti Mndear, KV1 Bereey Mtb, 18-1 Rreacgr Old Saore 


4 JOO 


2.50 


CRAIGE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3J000 added 4VO 2m 

1 136002 DOUEDASHflft DMoltatll 4 DJMstbBV 

2 G321F SOW OF AJ6HAN (S3) (D BF) Us 4 SwJrtaT, 11 0 J Safe 

3 boursw mRAsrfptjGajrtns 10 12 Jtoouta 

4 2 tXP CfiMBCS RBOE (391 u Meajta ID 12 


1 14J221A 

2 M3513 

3 P-1132P 

4 1-05W0 
01 3062 


MASON ORGANISATION NOVICE HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS p> £5000 added 3m 
UOyds 

SMMSSTER (12HCD) L LOTS! 7 120 RStapfe 


NEB (USfo (2S) (CD) 6 Uocre 7 11 3 JtBrrteyB 

BEUEROSE{28)GRCBnb710i2 ADobfaM 

8RIG5UNE(21) jOriBlO 10 DPretar 

QEVBI BOY P3? 1 0*35 0 10 7 -^IBdtwd Orest 

6 42-2053 OBW DS (lft P Bearoa a ID 3 BOan{5) 

7 2-00 CRftSHB&LLOO [78} PCtieearou^i lu 2 SCaM 

8 4/2430 STEFDWKKIEBpO] tteOffaiscn 11 10a_ LOTtaa 


AffiSWCYfflMAftRy HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

Q1 r 41fl OATCOUtteSpatra Ltii«39120. ^.^JtStaPfe 


33P-«U P*9LEn»«#t (*) B W^sart S U 13. 

CK«» HAIXWp)CBerardi5ii5 

41 21* UNMME{77D)TOl.Lw«3ailS.. 


~B Storey 
-A DOTH) 


cnnlAffi STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
~ \ (CLASS H) £0,500 added 2 m 

3-1 unptoGsnrafCDiPiianBftiBUU^jiiMtti 
5i ■CsarweChWFlfeft»5llllJ*h ta lB tewB g . 
0 WS ROB pqj Chariot B 114 K 



1T5134 nUOFVtSSHH MBA5erta>9 7111. 

F2214-3 JUBRMl(USfe(16<)TOJMfelll06... 

7 6F0-1 BRMION [7ft D UcffC 6 ID 3 

9 2323/P SHWRW0ffr(US«J(lflRMcM&r8ia< 

-Bdae fere d- 

Mlwnupj vd0c lCsL Thre fatftap witfiC W » 10R. 

BEflWft 2-1 tndetoetei, 7-2 Ore fiertae, B-l Jabren, B-l AaH Of ft- 
ffoo. 7-1 Branca, 8-1 LtaRtoa, 10-1 eteera 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 

9 

-9dWteed- 

BErmfeS-a Lead PadftU, BUM Saerena, *-i carte Cte, 8-llft 
fttee, fintaeb, 7-1 Htateau. 2&1 Laid Km, 3U Mten 


MOVEHE6HSSDM0ter61D13 F Pratt 

HGHCaiESTEMTaButa-61013 £kfoCreBKk(7) 

MUCH J Berry 4 10 10 _N Motaaey 

«SnEOEN<MnMRMlft41D10 PKvm 

UMSKXOCC Tharftn 4 10 10 

E scon J Dad* a 10 5 Jfcbatf 


-NHooods (7) - 


Top goes for spin on sand 


Even Top waspot through his 
paces at Nad Al Sheba race- 
course yesterday as the buDd- 
up towards the .second r unning 
of the £4m Dubai World Cup on 
29 March gathered pace. 

The Mark Tompkins-trained 
four-year-old, beaten a short 
head by Mark Of Esteem in last 
year’s 2,000 Guineas, wanned 
up under his work-rider, Ross 
Campbell, over half a mfle be- 
fore working over seven fur- 
longs upsides his -lead horse, 
Tune Fbr Action. 

“I was satisfied with the work 
he did and although he was a bit 
lazy it is a normal- thing with 
him,” Campbell said. TiewflI. 
have a quiet day taraonow." 

Siogspjel, the .Canadian In- 


ternational and Japan Cup win- 
ner* was the first of the Euro- 
pean contingent to exercise at 
Nad AI Sheba, eartier in the day. 
The Michael SttwteHttainedson 
of In The Wings trotted round 
the course before breezing over 
amfie. ... 

^ Sorbie Tbwer, trained by Gay 
Kefleway, continued hisprepa- 
ration with a steady canter, 
while Bijou D'lnde, who con- 
tests a conditions race at Nad 
AI Sheba, tomorrow, cantered 
overshftnioags muter- his big* 
race joefey, Jason Weaver, be- 
fore increasing the pace over the 
same trip." . 

His stable-companion Goth- 
enbei-g had a quiet six-furlong 
workout . .. .:-V ' ; . . 


4 1 


ti 


Q 


<> ijSjD j 






J*>iM i> lx5uD 
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FESTIVAL FOCUS: Cornwall’s quiet surroundings are shaping a farmer’s Gold Cup dreams 



Man's best friends: Walter Dennis shares the affection between Coome HM and his trusty farm dog outside his stables in Cornwall 


Hill chasing a fairy tale 


II is strange the way the mind 
plays tricks on you. When I was 
a boy and we went on holiday 
to Bude and stayed in some- 
thing my parents CaDed a mo- 
bile home and everyone else 
called a caravan, Cornwall 
seemed an awful long way away. 

1 now realise it’s farther than 
that 

You start by screamingaJong 
roads which have the familiar 
ring of M4 and MS, and end up 
going down something with a 
number that looks likes ir ~ 
should be embroidered on die . 
breastpocket of a Dartmoor tif-- 

in the belief that their town is 
the farthest away from a dual 
carriageway than any other in 
England. 

This week the old port has 
not looked at its best, the damp 
weather lending it the charm 
that ail mass-appeal resorts 
have in the drizzle. By next 
Thursday, however, decile its 
remoteness and seasonal m~ 
hospitality, Bude may be the 
site of pilgrimage, a destination 
to compare with HameUn. the 
Emerald Cfty and UBipm as the 
seat of an implausible fury 
story. 

Just one mile from the town 
centre, on the southern fringes 
and barely into countryside, Ses 
Thome Farm, a mixed estab- 
lishment dealing in 'sheep, cat-, 
tie -and cereals. Most 
immediately of all, though, the 
premises are dealing in dreams 
as the home of Coome HSH, the 
former poinl-to-po inter and 
current bearer of thelittie man's 
standard, as he is prepared for 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup- If 


the eight-year-old wins at the 
Rsdval on Thursday afternoon, 
agnostics te shaken. 

It wasjustfaaryears ago that 
Coome. H3D was standing in an 
Irish field when, a chap called 
Whiter Dennis came to visa. The 
. hone was backward, lean and 
weak, but Detmis liked him and 
took him back to Cornwall 
Neither set of locals were to 
look too kfadiy on this trans- 
actio n CbomeHUI was soon to 
prove.a bargain, crushing his 
pohu-to-point opponeats at 
fierce crudbjes suchas Lis- 
keard, Tavistock arid Launces- 
ton., - 

This season he has started 
'beating on the big boys, winning 
his four completed starts, in- 
cluding a Henriessy Gold Cup, 
and finally those who think of 
him arid his trainer as a bucol- 
ic peculiarity have had to rip 
their lips. 

■Walter Dennis is 56 and has 
occupied Thome farm with 
his well-populated family for 26 
years now. He was bom just 
over the River Tamar in Devon 
and- has become quite used to 
having a four-legged friend 
around the place. 

"I rode in my first point-to- 
point when I was 16," said 
Dennis, who partnered about 70 
winners between the flags. 
“There has never been, any pe- 
riod when I didn’t have a horse 
around. If you spend 40 years 
with horses and haven’t learned 
much in that rime, you’ve got to 
be thick. If you just open your 
eyes you must learn some- 
thing.” 

With his benign features, de- 
forested crown and reading 


Richard Edmondson finds small is big 
when preparing for Cheltenham glory 


spectacles, Dennis could easi- 
ly pass for a figure whose tome 
of reference was not the form 
book but rather the Bible. His 
hands have come from the agri- 
culturists' warehouse - great big 
wrinkly things that look as 


putting things." Dennis said 
before completing an early at- 
tempt at the 1997 oxymoron of 
the year. “He's a prat.'' 

They like smoking at Thorne 
Farm. In fact there appears a 
near-religious idea] .that the 


though they have been inflated flame of a cigarette end should 
by a bike pump. ■ - be burning at all fanes between 

Whiter Dennis is no yokel to them. Coome Hill, too, would 


be spoofed, 
though. In fact. 


have a puff be- 
hind the cow- 


he don the ‘1 think if horses sheds if you Ie< 

lampooning of , . , him, and this 

various puffed- gO 10 Dig ySfOS natural slug- 
up characters ° 0-7 gard has to be 

with micro- til GY CQfl gGt galvanised in 

phones be has . . . rr , all his work, 

had to endure institutionalised. Wbenhede- 
this campaign. ... . serves a rest, 

Dennis does My HOrSG IS 311 Siding is 


Dennis does My nor 

not Tespond , 
warmly to those inul\ 

who talk down 

lo either him or 
his horse. 

In the build-up to the Hen- 
oessy, Graham Goode, the 
Channel 4 commentator, spec- 
ulated that Coome Hill might 
make a nice paperweight but 
was probably not up to the 
Newbury race. It was an opin- 
ion he lived to regret. “He 
hasn't got a very discreet way of 


individual’ 


, him, and this 

g yards natural s iu g - 

0 J gard has to be 

3n get galvanised in 

7 ? all his work. 

inalised. Wbenhede- 

serves a rest, 
>6 IS 311 gelding is 
taken down to 
dU3l Summerleaze 

beach and Wal- 
ter Dennis 
tears down the strand like El 
CkL “it’s relaxation for us both,” 
he says. “But you can have lots 
of altercations with women with 
dogs and people flying kites.” 

Dennis actually trains his 
home far more personally than 
the big boys treat any individ- 
ual annual at their factory units. 
He believes this has helped 




flebfcfor^v^race, aftthe latestodds on 
id ariasse&qrenioT the Irish challenge 


Coome HilL “I think if horses 
go to big yards they can get in- 
stitutionalised, ripping up and 
down the gallops every day and 
walking around tike sheep be- 
hind one another," he said. 

“My hone is an individual 
and probably appreciates the 
environment be is in. Maybe 
somebody else would have 
raced his arse off by nowand he 
would be a spent force.” 

There is certainly more emo- 
tion invested in Coome Hill by 
his trainer/owner than in most 
other turf relationships. “We 
don't regard him as a pet and 
when he works he realty has to 
work, but be does mean an aw- 
ful lot to us," Dennis says. 

“I care for him day in and day 
out and take him to the races, 
so I'd be a bit of a weirdo if I 
didn’t have any feelings for 
him. All that realty matters to 
us is that he comes back from 
Cheltenham in one piece. We 
worry for him out there." 

Dennis despera tely does not 
want to sound tike a big bead, 
probably because he has met 
plenty of those in parade rings 
this campaign and realised what 
an unappealing bunch they are. 
Yet, subtiminalty. he tells you 
that he likes the way his horse 
has been working and his 
chances overall. 

Outside, where tight rain 
seems to haw been falling all 
day, Dennis swears playfully in 
Coome Hill's box as the horse 
goes for his ear as if it is a pork 
scratching; The permit- holder 
piles on the blankets and duvets 
until the gelding looks tike a car- 
pet trader’s goods camel on the 
wav 10 the souk. 


sport 

Slaney back in 
the running 
for world record 

Mike Rowbottom on the American 
athlete who has found her old self again 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Team Dennis has been stag- 
gered tw the packs of journal- 
ists, both broadcast and written, 
that hove descended on their 
borae this past few weeks (and 
knowing some of them I un- 
derstand the ordeal the family 
has been through). 

Their story has the same res- 
onance of 1990, when another 
dairy farmer, Dyfed's Sirrell 
Griffiths, led in his 100-1 shot 
Norton's Coin after the Gold 
Cup. The Welshman observed 
the brotherhood of the mflJt by 
ringing yesterday to offer his 
best wishes. 

The telephone has been 
bouncing from other figures in 
recent weeks - those interest- 
ed in purchasing Coome H3I. 
All have been repelled. “Some- 
one once wrote, ‘Since you've 
been away. I’ve cried and cried 
all day', and that sums up how 
important he is to the family," 
Dennis says. 

“T m not rich, but then again 
I’m not poor, and he does 
mean an awful to us.” 

This decision has been greet- 
ed less than gloriously by the 
family hank manager. “We're 
talking offers here that would 
make your hair crawl," the 
trainer adds. 

One such bid, and we are 
probably talking a £200.000 
downpayment, came from one 
of the sport’s high-flyers, and he 
did not even want to take the 
horse away. Walter Dennis sug- 
gests be would rather this man's 
name was not printed, “or I'll 
have your balls off". Some- 
times fearless journalism is best 
left to Woodward and Bern- 
stein. 


When Mary Slaney - then Slaney ha 
Decker - was 12 years old. she ning since r 
ran a marathon, a quarter-mile, last year, a 
a mfle and a two-mile race in ihe combined w 
space of seven days. regimen of 

Not the sort of regime to halers and lc 
guarantee a long career in ath- pears to hav 
leucs, you would have thought Last Dec* 
And yet, 26 years later, the ontoanindc 
greatest United States middle time in eighi 
distance runner of all time is mile at Ne 
here in Paris seeking the world Games- whe 
indoor 1500 metres title and a peied in 197 
17th world indoor best. pigtailed “lit 

Regrets? She's had a few. and The pjgtai 
mentioned them - most nolo- lalem remai 
riousty after the 1 984 Olympic Slaney - wh 
3,000m final when she feu alter daughter, A 
colliding with Zola Budd. Her become the 
histrionics thereafter earned the indoor 1 
her the title of “Whiner of the minutes. At 
Year" from one US newspaper, weekend, shi 
But if her 
voice has often 
been raised in 
complaint, there 
bos been much 
to complain 
about at least in 
terms of bad 
luck and injury. 

Although she 
earned “Dou- 
ble Decker" 
headlines after 
taking the 1500 
and 3000m ti- 
tles in the inau- 
gural World 
Championships 
of 1983. her Slaney: Efforts rewarded 
record there- 
after has been ill-starred. feci 1 could r 

She has not taken pan in any uies. There i 
World Championships, indoor world recorc 
or out. since then, and her capable of g 
record in the Olympics is an un- that pace, hi 
happy one. She was consid- reality or be 
ered too young for the US If the lati 
trials before the 1972 Olympics, the case, th< 
missed 1976 with injury, 1980 will be a pc 
through a boycott, fell in 1984 (£62,000) - 5 
and has had her performances $50,000 for 
in 1988, 1992 and 1996 under- That woul 
mined by illness. some reward 

Slaney's operations have kept As for the f 

S ice with her record-breaking, open to the : 

er 19th. three years ago, vir- peting at - 
tualty reconstructed an Achilles Olympics. “ 
tendon. Although she feared she when you\ 
would never compete again, she and then ge 
returned to win a place at last hack." she 
years Olympics, but her fitness Olympic ye, 
was undermined by a condition I'm healthy, 
she subsequently discovered to drive me.” I 
be excrcise-induced asthma. drive has ne 


Slaney has rationed her run- 
ning since returning to action 
last year, and thaL restraint, 
combined with her new health 
regimen of nasal sprays, in- 
halers and longer warm-ups. ap- 
pears to have benefited her. 

Last December, she stepped 
on to an indoor track for the first 
time in eight years, winning the 
mile at New York's Millrose 
Games - where she had first com- 
peted in 1974 as the 15-year-old 
pigtailed “little Mary" Decker. 

The pigtails are long gone, the 
lalem remains. At the age of 38, 
Slaney - who has a 10-year-old 
daughter, Ashley - is aiming to 
become the first woman to run 
the indoor 1500m in under four 
minutes. At the US trials last 
weekend, she ran 4min ))3.$0sec. 

the fastest time 
in the world for 
seven years - 
within range of 
the 4:00.80 she 
ran as a 22-year- 
old. and the Ro- 
manian Do in a 
Metinte's time 
Of 4:00.27 which 
surpassed it as 
the world best 
seven years ago. 

“1 fed like my 
old self again," 
Slaney said after 
her trials win in 
Atlanta’s Geor- 
3 rewarded gia Dome. “At 
the moment I 
feci 1 could run under four min- 
utes. There is a good chance the 
w orld record is in jeopardy. I'm 
capable of going with people at 
that pace, helping to make it a 
reality or being the reality.*’ 

If the latter turns out to be 
the case, the reality for Slaney 
will be a pav-out of $100,000 
(£62.000) - $50,000 for the win. 
$50,000 for the record. 

That would represent a hand- 
some reward for her endurance. 
As for the future, she remains 
open to the suggestion of com- 
pering at 42 in the Sydney 
Olympics. “You appreciate it 
when youVe lost something 
and then get a chance to get it 
back." she said. “When the 
Olympic year comes again, if 
I'm healthy, you can bet it will 
drive me.” It’s a big if: but the 
drive has never been in doubt. 
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RACING RESULTS 


1-50: X, HERANMC (A .DoUW) 5-6 tac 
2. CuMd Bantflto'* 9-2; a. La ONSeaa2S- 

1. u ran. 14 . 3 . (G rscaams, Gteynita#. 
tbKE £2.00. CL30. £1.30. £SJ0. Dot! Fore- 
cast- [a JO. Computer Swigm Forecast; 
£4.35. Too: £3430, 

120e S. BWWUNG SAND (A DoOUnl 8.1; 

2. Rn*TToalQ l-'2lw;3.0MStan.Mcw25- 
J. 8 Ml 2 7 . 26. ip Monte*. ftOSMA- W* 
£730: £3.50. £3.20. DF: S'UQ- CSF: 
IllfiS 

fomflnir !*-rrr~ > * * >r '~ v 3* SntfkrTmo- 
Otc 9-i. 8 no. 6, 22. 1C Thomson, WrfBte- 
nate). Ibt«£3.60. Ei.TOjaeo.ia3p. 
Dual Forecast: £32.90. CSF: £33.46. 7r& . 
jSC £265.46. 

aaoM. disco des movies c*c «»■ 
iyia-33tw2.Sotta3-S;3. , *WBti«B*&- 

£3.20, £160. Of: £2.60. CSF. 

£3 00, - . „ 

a iw i ncwai BLUE fttass P teteon) &- 

5>2.Thhl 21.& (Mss PSobsaa Outwore. 
Ttata; E26& £120. £3.00. OF: £1000- CSR 

U <ji& l. PWW GCtlO fM rasrert 5-2 sw 
2. Janaufc n. 1; 3. SeTttMJ* ' -2. S ML 'h. 

■ aTlreS, TO* K £3-30. 

£1.10. £3.50, £160. OF: 113.40- CSF - - 
£23.72. locate £73.56. 

Ptaereret: £1380. Q**«wt: £7.30. 

Pimem «fc £6.53. PMC* 5i 

. EXETER 

JH& L WJW ROMEU <A P UCCOS} *-6 
tar. 2. Fades Lad lO-l; 3 Cnndon Botile- 
vwj TTS ma. 7. «*■ ««*«■**« 

£1.10, £3 00. U.WX O F: £390. CSF: 
£7.83 T!>o: £583 NR: *** S2*. 
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RACING SERVICES 
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UVE COMMEKTABIESm^tt? 



2 - 15 : J-fitVE AND WKElAPMcCc^ 11 - 
30 Sue Z SottoJ 100 - 1 : 3 .-Si#wWslo* 33 . 

l . 15 . nm. 14 . 16 , IM Rp«. Veto: £ 2 J£fc 
£ 1 . 90 . £ 6 - 20 . £ 2 . 00 . Dual Forecast: 
rwian . Computer Straight Forecast: 
£ 330 . 63 - tnot £ 15260 . 

HJBO: 1 . BEAR CWW U OstomH 5 - 2 : 2 . 
MrfNood Casoa 20 - 1 ; 3 . Indian DaRjKS- 
i 11 nn. 9^1 iw Carom's Crusader. 13 . W 
Shmood). Totas £ 3 - 20 : £ 2 . 00 , £ 39 . 40 , 
£XSCL DP: £3140. CSF: £ 47 ^ 6 . Tno: 
£ 19 . 70 . After a stowartte’ inquuy. there was 
an amended watf.Condes Cmaidei who ftv 

Bhed second was rfa^iafifed for tafungtne 
wmngcoures- - 

32& i. SE 9 MPS CASTUE 0 Frost) 6 - 1 : 
2 . Alpine Scot 33 - 3 ; a. Attar The Fm 3-3 
Jl la*. 30 nm. 3-3 it tav Amber Soars. »ft. 
9 . IP «iwl. Totae £ 8 . 70 ; £ 2 - 00 . £ 430 . 
£ 1 . 50 . Dual -Forecast £ 13730 . CSF: 
£14959 ftfca 8 C£ 614 . 44 , Trte £B&*0 (pan 
won, poot of £ 9 aS 3 camsd forwW to 
Sandcwm 4 .C 6 ttda ifi. Npn Runner. Sr*w 
Ptanan 

365 ; 2 . COOL QUNNSl (C MauDe) 13 - 
aiDCl D mo Peasant 5 - 1 : 3 . Fttm nfly 
Hum 6 - 3 . 6 ran- 3 . 12 . y Tote: 
£ 2 . 20 : £ 130 . £ 2 . 80 . OF: £3.90. _ CSF: 
£9.94. 

A 3 ft 3 .LANCEARMSTR 0 N 6 (D FOnu 2 - 
3 ten a. Vmmf* Cbotoe 7 - 1 ; 3 . SWrta* 
U«rt 9 - 4. 4 ran. lV-.r*. (6 UcCounj. Tote: 
wti £ 2 . 40 . Dual Fbrecasc £ 8 . 70 . CSF: 
£ 11 . 60 . 

Cftft- J. MOGSONK IP HsfSey/ 9 - 4 ; 2 . 
ScnayS-X-a. SpwgB n u ll 30 - 1 . IS ran. 
7 ^t lav Kam Clenc. 5 , 2 '<b. (R tinea?}. Tote: 
£ 3 . 90 ; £ 350 . £ 2 . 70 . £ 3 - 60 . DF: £ 25 . 00 . 
CSF: £ 15 . 66 . Tno: £ 48 . 00 . 

Ptaeapofc £ 32920 . Qoadpot £ 3 S-». 
Place 6 : £ 48 . 98 . Pfoca 5 : £ 42 . 92 . 

MARKET RASEN 
UHOI 3 . SPffFBIEBWDffi (D BndgWMl 
7-4 tan 2 . Sumner WaS-Z 3 . OaMxay 
5 - 1 . 8 tan. IV*. 3 */»- IS MeCouro. Ihtre 
eo -XY fci.jQ. £140. £ 3 . 10 . OF: £ 530 . CSF: 

m. 4 a r« 3 SCi»^ Pw £2260 Non Run- 
neoJtstFOrAPaascn. 

2 jaj.fcBBOSTtWfMr 5 SwiaiSl 4 .il 
is.- 2. Cany Bittn 7 - 1 ; 3 . UUtt RaB-^L 
B ran. 20 . 7 - »«5 M Rereteyi. Tolat £ 12 fr. 
£L 20 . ft -TO. DF: £ 250 . CSF: £3A2- . 

BQiwwa wondomn u- 

£ 2 . 93 . SLSO. flM. OF: £ 3 X 40 . CSF: 
£ 36 . 34 . Tno: £6.00. ■ 

X20c h SASBVB* M 11 - 2 ; 2 . 
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rSnS. 5 - 2 a»rNoFiSttn 8 3 /- 3 .(Pt«fr 
^Xtow E 6 J 0 ; £ 2 J 0 . £ 1 . 60 . S.«J- DF: 

£ 25 . 44 , TncasC £ 611 - 03 . Tro: 
£ 202.40 (part “*n* Pd*> & £ 202.46 cajtad 
tareard » Sandonn 4 ^ todsyl. Noe Rw- 
rer Desert Force. 


&S0c a. GAELIC WJUEjntfoaRI Guest) 6- 
3; 3. Golden HeUo 31-10 tar. 3. Gorty* 
Myth 10-1. 10 ran. 3, sre-hd. IM« S Smhh). 
Tols: £590; £150, £120, £2.40. Cuai Fore- 
cast: £5-20. Computer Straight Forecast 
£12.00. Tno: £5.40. 

4JS: 3. fCTMERBV SA10 (H SuppHJ S- 
4 fee 2. Dual knags &-4; X Record lover 
12-3, 5 an, 4, 3ft {P BsaumonO. Tot* 
£2.20; £150.£1.40. Dual Forecast £2.70. 
CSFi £423. 

4J5Ee J. BESSIE BROWNE (Watt GuesO 
8-1: 2. CUseic Jenny 12-1: 3. St a nestty 8- 
J. IB ran. 7«2jita*The Gnome & Wooo 
Oe43Vrs#oa 6. 2. <G HUOtenn. Tote; £9.50; 
£240: £2.70. £3.90: Dual Foncast £4SJ0. 
CSF: £107.42, Tno: £168,60 ipert won, pool 
of £125B8 earned fcNtanl to Sandown 
- today). 

Ptacepak Cl 30. OnadpoC £4.50. 

Place 6.- £7.69. Pane £ £5^7. 

SUNDOWN 

smu a. s» awra © creuawm u 2: 

2 Muaetna 9-2; 3. Shatiranl 7-1. 8 ran. 
4-3 A lau Otto E Mats C5DQ. 6, 2V-- IH Rowe, 
S8xnr®onl. Tote: £8.10: £U30: E1J0, 
£2.60. Oual Forecast £13.40. CS 1 : £28.12. 
rncasc £159.45. 

xassLPmiAimtanm u AMccamt 
16-1: 2 Banr9-2. B ran. 30-11 tar Eulo- 
» (ten. l& , IT Casey. Upper lareoun) . Tote: 
£8.50, £240. £3JO Dual Forecast £3280 
CSP £6953. Men Runners: UDe Ftowtey, Ono- 
ofiis. 

340:1. ACT TTO WAG (Csptah A Ogsent 
10-31 taw 2 BdtaraB-3-3. Mcxmai Ex- 
press 33-1 10 rwv 'h, 18. (Maren Tretiurter, 
wrersion*. Tore: £3W; £3.20. £3-90, 
£3.50. Dual Forecast £740. CSF: £8-47. 
Tno: £34-30. 

S.4& 1. fWENDSfUP iR tXnwoody J 11- 
4; 2. HHfarsANd 34-1; 3. EmeraW State- 
ment ao-13 ta>. 9 ren. V.. 2 <H Hemtasav 
lambounu. Tot*: £3.70: £1.40, £2.40. 
£3-2a Dual Forecast £2440. CSF: £3588. 
Trio: £1330. NRs: Fatale®, impend Hon- 
ors, Swrt of Success. 

AJ&X&UO&FmDICattMDAleni. 
HanWyJ 4-5 lac 2. Across Ttoe Cart 14-1; 

S. Direr me Edge 3-1- 7 im. 26, 13. IP 
Baiter. Beammsten, Totw £1^0: CL60. 
£4.70. Dual Forecast £1080. Computer 
strata Forecss c £11.99. 

4^5: 3 SWING QUARTET KJ L&Ha^D lfl- 
l; 2. tat 3. Bsfiw <|oe*t 8- 

3. S ran. nfc. 15. W TwWOft-Dsmes. 
OheBtaTHnl. rata: £17-00; £230. SA. 20. 
£2.50. OuafanecaSf £15.90. CSF: 14033. 
TroASC £227.44. Tn ft £73.80, NR: Te«an 
BSbf. 

Jackpot £7,10000 loan won, port of 
£6^B86e ranted tawara to SandowitMaju. 
Haeepot £36530. Qwdpot £3.40. 
Place & £329-35. Place 5: £3389- 
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HYPERION 

2J£) Bold Effort Z40 Baby Jana ZAS Sabot 
3.45 Ansallman 4J.5 Persian Fayre 450 
CtiiHIng 525 Premier Dance 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: 7foui*Mc; re?4 Instde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High from Gflo In 4 r. 

■ Plbrcsand. to/Wtand, oval course. 

■CountelsNo 7 wwnonA 44 P Wohvrtampionaudon Im. AD- 
B 0 SS 20 N: Chib 1 ) 5 ; Tancr^jJlt if, (QAP members of Diamond 
Club S ) Y, VTcwtnA ReatauRua £ 46.00 mdudin^ erarance and mod 
CAKPABfcFrc*. 


BUNKERED FIRST T 2 HE.' JuIIa'h SHtUve | 4 . 60 t 
WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS.- Rond Artfc* 1 4 . 1 5 ) won 
at bnj^eld rm Saturday; Stale Of Ca«kHif 4 .ir.> won M Snudrwell 
on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: SUre-reUa 14.151 sou mtler. 
by'.' Partfr from Koofetolm, Dumfhos. 

MANNY BERNSTEIN HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) (DiV I) £652$ added 5f 

1 MOl-X BOIDEflWD(BWKOinieamawn 59 lQ-TOnwav 

2 1 XJAM taNSEy MOPE (S? fCD) C f acrusl 4 8 13 K Futon 7 V 

3 2QKO-3 sa«IMHTIKRafocmMBMditaen6B104.MM«a9 

A 41-2211 KWAR pSJWW D Oapman 8 8 9 ACtaenaGB 

5 32400-5 MRMJL 5 HCO)Ubae 7 Sa. Rla»t )3 

6 MW 232 B 0 U)FT»«tB?W(m'.*oy£filM*ta 0 miwW 5 B 

7 606050- SO«n®FOPZ5m{n)JU&a«fy7ai.l,CtoW*l 

8 45050-0 S 4 H 0 < 15 )iD}»ftew 4 St! DWngai 2 

9 OtKOS HaSfrW 3 UKm!WnW^<i 7 K'_JteN«p 9 *V 

. MWrnum wtac 7 a lore. Due naadcap wap® ftennjrioaw 5 s Hb. 
SETTBffi: 6-2 ftanany Hope. 7-a Bold BBatftr, S-l BoU attart. 6-1 She 
Mnb nto Soul. 7-1 Mar, 8-1 Nra. 10-1 So MrepM, 14-1 ocaare 

raraK l BERNSTEW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4500 added 3Y0 lm 100yds 

I 1 CfflUM P Ccte 9 D TQNnaB 

i 3 0- IUSlESB0eBrt8aiRBoSs9a H TotanB 2 

3 334220- SUSS COAST (171) N Trite 9 0 KkaTWdar5 

4 636 WEErM 0 SE£CM)RNd&Kteaa 9 O DUBhlSIl 

5 6 ALA6M (16} & IMflems 8 9. ..JKFStal 

B 455 B 4 firiMIE{lM)FGua »89 MWffereS 

1 500000 - MWUITAW DtAMCWIO p&) * fluey 8 5 _ 4 >«Mtf «7 

8 03 SOWRWaWW u Wnaoe 89 0 e» McHew* 4 

B 06- WWWUWt^htamsonBB 4!Runer8 

-Sdcdamd- 

BCTtBtG: B-2 Solar Dana, 7-4 Sato Cure. 9-S Baby lane, &-1 Cyrtsa, 
7-1 Wad tad See. 8-1 Uaetw Bottri, 12-1 otrian 

BERNSTEW BOOKMAKERS «)NDnX»4S 

~- 0 l STAKES (CLASS D) £4,900 lm UXtydB 

1 1440-22 SMOTpl) COomai^giD 0 B«aMe«aoan 4 

2 (W135- 5aaTW»«»«3}mt«aBi4910 SOtmnaa 

2 02234-1 HjRSSa(DJfclKSG«eaB«>r 49 U) £**52 

* C 0 S 134 - EeiAflOEfSSTfOJSawi-i 55 -_— — 

s 04 «U 2 W 09 UiOSIB? 8 »WfUJlD|ii*nAHaK 895 T(NW 3 

6 03 - 3(82 ^BmiUWP)K?RHd)« 6 head 38 ^ 


-6 declared ~ 

BEnMG: 7-4 Sabot. 5-2 Zdre, S-2 ftdar Master. 5-1 Foot Battaflon. 10- 
1 BHadiBe, U-l Sure Tornado 

MANNY BERNSTEIN HANDICAP (CLASS 

C) (DIV D) £8^625 added 5f 

1 10015-1 taEIftNaST»lcraNlJBT»MBn61004GMda#fclV 
3 052053- flNSamflH (1065(D) J Bat) 1 90 S Carter 5 

3 006126 HOBO IUCC (14) L Ucnap* Hal 5 87 Ftyncft(3)6 

4 000243 BKMDSWRS BCMJTV (81 ID) D Stew 7 8 4 — (Fmlo(2 

5 00063-1 TtCMWPY FOB (17HCU1 H Mitsfon 5 S 4_S U&toa (7) 7 

6 14-2260 QBtOST (1?) (0} 1 1 tye a ? 12 TMfaRsSS 

7 145366- WEB ££S m (1B0J ID) P D 6ons 3 7 10 IFE£an4 

B 03480 SHADOW JURY 8) ICTO D Ctcoran 7 7 10-JI tomay 3 B 

-Bdadana- 

Uhanium 7a 10ia rme rwxfcap «e©c SftWcw Ju»> 7a fib. 
BETTING: 11-4 Cretan tan. 7-2 The Happy Fax. 6-2 eresdststai Bnaotj, 
0-1 Bonn Unfit, Stadm Any, 8-1 Ctancsst, Jff-1 ofliere 

\'A l 'c I BERNSTEIN LINCOLN TRIAL HANDICAP 
Ir^rrl (CLASS B) £2DflOO added lm 100yds 

1 401L15- TIIMMOfMIG<aU<CnW«rns4i0& fitMSaUlA 

3 20100-1 HEM CBfllCW (IW fCD) D Ncft*5 5 ^ 11 JUax&wre*9 

3 304500- W0RU> PUSKR (13Q C Bnttan4 99 .A Fetal 7 

i 031-111 ROVAL ACTION mtiaiJ Barfed 9 7 HW0re>S 

5 13/3400- SHMEROUA (288)08 CltaVre 591 p R McCabe 13 

6 5416- KUUA UPS (USA) P38) (D) P Cole 490 T Qatar U 

7 314011- P0lSU#ntmU2B){OlJBeny58U~.TEDarar>(5)a 
a 22MJ& a*£VMflO»»ro(TOnH!*wml583DJ)talW»(81 

9 430-131 SWtE OF CAUTION (5) D Shaw 4 8 9 f4eC — J Fanning B B 

10 632160- CAUDS1Q (147) PR MsN DuAdd 4 88 SDmna4 

U 212221 RAMB0Wma«plADMdtfe586Jn iaWaH >iP)g 

12 60-1120 ANONYM (38) (CO) J LEm 5 7 12 TUtaialB 

L3 022316- «BeRR»rUa8)0BSH0nn4 712 C Rutter 2 V 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Now Center* 7-1 Pal MomtaR, Rufat Action. B-lPmtao 
Fajre, Amber Fan, 10-1 Korea Upta. State 01 Qattaa. 13-1 erlbere 

fTTSfil BERNSTEW WOOfERHAMPTON SELLING 
STAKES (CLASS E) £6^)00 3Y0 6f 

1 50-5554 CONTRAVENE (15) (C) GDI 1 Bern 8 13 FRotaria(5)2 

2 106603 AOVAMCE R6PR0 (32) (CO) 1 tariust 8 7 M MBan 1 B 

3 53-4251 CHUWSfMJffOTNTrtdara? XStad(7) 7 

4 000-3 C0UEBEPRMCCSS(10)CINiyer87 Jo Hunaaii T7) 5 

5 0-3328 JUUTSR£U(nve(5)R(tata8T F BkmoRetd G B 

6 0300-30 MY6RL(24) RHcMrtaeed8 7 JLjadlB|4 

7 600230 PRETTY SALLY (15) 0 Muraj Smah 8 7 GMMd3 

8 36 0UAUTMR SHO (6| } ftsmrrtey 0 7 ICtaNKfcS 

9 030142 *aiTOYWOWCTF«il*jfi7 SOmeeS 

>9d*Mared- 

BETTDKe 7-tCUHtag, 5-2 WITa Wta. 7-1 Cotaga Ptaeaaa, &-1 Advance 
Rapra, lO-lJdta-s RaMba, VtUSn SaSy. 14-1 Mbare 

fFocl MANNY BERNSTEW HANDICAP (CLASS 

D) £4300 added lm 6f 166yds 

1 11-3012 PEnMWtM>|C0)lFsw*5S10 GBoMl 

2 J4000-5 BACXVCW (15) (CO) B Uetreftyn 5 9 2 LOwaocA2 

3 038-315 SMAAIYR(2<)(CIH(8F1RH*taea3690-F4«li(3)6a 

i 0-05434 nBIRBT DANCE (15J (Olf DKiptaianes 1090. TQidn 4 

5 (MS 121 CAlOmMCWjClDAtofcjrJa? C Carter 8 

6 415211- 0*R)US5£V6N(«i>juS)re46 7 7V«arac3 

7 000340- AZTEC RTBl (USA) (15TJ C Btam 4 7 13 GARB 7 

-7dadta«l- 

BEJTMQ: 7-4 Ca taa dtaa. 7-2 QaafamtaMO, 5-1 Petortta. 6-lShaWjr, 
7-1 BadoAn, 8-1 Pneatar Dance, 2Q-1 Aztec Fljw 


Hocfcey 

BiaCOUMU. 

Since the return of Britain’s 
Olympic coach. Jon Copp. after 
Christmas. Reading have been 
going from strength to strength. 

Last week they ended Ted- 
dington’s 10-match winning run 
with a 4-3 victory to go a point 
clear at the lop of the Premier 
League, and with a home fixture 
tomorrow against mid-table 
Guildford, and with second- 
placed Teddington visiting Can- 
nock one point below them. 
Reading wQl be looking to go into 
the European Cup-Winnere' Cup 
competition at Easter - at Read- 
ing - in pole position. 

After tomorrow's game, the 
Premier Division of the Nation- 
al League breaks for England's 


trip to Pakistan, with the final 
round of games being played on 
Sunday 6 April. 

Copp has made one change to 
the squad who beat Teddington 
last Sunday, the schoolboy in- 
ternational Jon Louse coming in 
for Chris Willis. Copp expects a 
hard game against Guildford. 
“With Jenno's [Ian Jennings'] 
individual comer threat you can 
never relax." Copp said. "I 
watched as a spectator the game 
at Guildford before Christmas 
when we threw away a two-goal 
lead and they came back at us to 
win 5-3. 1 am, however, confident 
we can son them ouL” 

Paddy Otsbomc has been 
added to Reading’s 20 players 
named for the European Cup at 
Easier. It seems likely that he win 
moke the final lb for Ids poten- 
tial aL penalty comers. 


Towers ready 
to reel in 
their rivals 

Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 


London Towers, fresh from vic- 
tory in last weekend's 7-Up 
League Trophy final, must begin 
reeling in the challengers for their 
Budweiser League title this 
weekend when the table's top 
four dubs meet 

Towers, in second place with 
Sheffield Sharks, are at borne to 
joint leaders London Leopards 
tomorrow. Tonight Sheffield vis- 
it Birmingham Bullets, who share 
top place with the Leopards. 

Birmingham's Nick Nurse, 
February’s coach of the month, 
whose team have won 22 games 
ina row, said: “WeVe jumped on 
people early and stayed in front, 
but we won't have that luxury 
against Sheffield." 

Tcwers have three games in 
hand over Leopards and Birm- 
ingham and one over the Sharks. 
Leopards’ American guard Eric 
Burks was rested from Thurs- 
day’s Q3-S3 win over Worthing 
Bears because of a thigh strain, 
and returns against the Towers. 

Leopards lihed the National 
Cup in January, and their coach. 
Billy Mims, said: "It’s one of the 
League's great rivalries between 
us and Toftera and it should get 
even bigger now both of us have 
some suveiware." 




■ Maybe iwell have to decide 
this on penalties. But well win 
because wB'ue gpt two goal- 
keepers. Brace QrabbeCaar, af- 
tertha juty in the match-fixing 
trial was discharged, 

■ Beyond my wildest dreams. 
Alex Ferguson, Manchester 
United -manager, after the 4-0 
vicSuiy over ftxto. 

■It was SKe the 1360s an over 
again. Paddy Crerand, midfield 
schemer in the great 60s side. 
BThe worst 20 minutes of my 
fife. Jack Rowel, England rug- 
by union coach, on France's 
comeback against Ehgand at 
Twickenham. 

■ Matt Le Tissier said to me, 
We can’t understand why 
you're riot paying a)) the time. 
It’s crazy. Have you stolen his 
wife or something?' David Gi- 
nota, the Newcastle wing 2 r, on 
tits relationship with his man- 

S sr, Kenny Dalglish. 

I don’t vwnt a bunbh of good- 
tooting, prima donnas faming 
up to compete in our race. I 
want real men in red machkies. 
Ron Walter, chairman of the 
Australian Grand Pnx Board , m 
the run-up to the Australian 
Grand Prix in Melbourne. 
BAs of today we are proha- 
By the richest rugy lea&re dub 
hi theworid. lack Aahtnson, 
wig*n chairman, on the sale 
of Central Park to a super- 
market . 
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Schumacher’s talent can level the 


It is a good thing Michael Schu- 
macher learnt to cope with re- 
sponsibility at an early age. 

This year he could be asked to 
shoulder not only the burden of 
fatherhood but also to turn the 
Formula One championship 
into something other than a 
Williams- Renault cavalcade. 

The propaganda machinery 
has whirred away all winter, gen- 
erating the optimism that to- 
morrow in Australia wc embark 
on one of the most open and 
competitive seasons for many a 
year. We are promised winning 
potential from half a dozen 
teams, perhaps more if the re- 
turn of tyre wars gives the 
Bridgestone runners a freakish 
advantage in certain conditions. 

Somehow, though, this all 
sounds familiar. Did we not bear 
much the same sort of sales pat- 
ter last year? Only to watch 
Williams' obliterate the rest. 

Twelve months on, Benetton- 
RenauJt are claiming they are 


folly rehabilitated after the 
trauma of losing Schumacher, 
McLaren -Mercedes declare 
themselves confident they are 
Sustaining their forward mo- 
mentum, and the Ugier-Mugen- 
Honda team, now under the 
command of Alain Prost, are 
suggesting they are ready to join 
the major league. 

The one leading team not 
shouting the odds are Ferrari. 
They have wintered inauspi- 
cious ty and their earlier pre- 
dictions of a title challenge for 
1997 have been amended to 
something that amounts to “for- 
get everything we said before". 

Schumacher, in particular, is 
playing down his and the team's 
expectations, insisting all they 
can aspire to is competing for 
points rather than podium 
places. “I am jus! being realis- 
tic," he reiterates. 

And yet you cannot help but 
feel that the 28-year-old Ger- 
man remains the most serious 


What looks like the most competitive FI season for years opens in 
Melbourne tomorrow. Derick Alisop assesses the contenders 


threat to the Williams pair, 
Jacques VOleneuve and Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen, even in a Fer- 
rari that, apparently, should be 
outclassed once there are points 
at stake. 

Not that Benetton and 
McLaren are necessarily over- 
estimating their development, or 

that their drivers, Gerhard Berg- 
er and Jeart Alesi, for the for- 
mer, Mika Hakkinen and David 
Coulthard for the latter, are in- 
adequate. It is singly that no one 
compares with Schumacher. 

In almost any other sport, a 
protagonist and superior to 
Schumacher would devour 
every record in the book, but 
motor racing is unlike almost 
any other sport in that it is not 
entirely a sport It is, also, an en- 
gineering test bed, a commer- 


cial enterprise and a political 
minefield. 

Schumacher has effectively 
been handicapped at Ferrari, 
and, at a million pounds a race, 
he is handsomely re com p ensed. 
But it is grossly unsatisfactory 
when one so girted cannot give 
hill expression to his talents. 
Imagine Muhammad Ali fight- 
ing with one hand tied by his 
side, or Pele playing football in 


If the Ferrari can be made 
nearly as good as the Williams, 

that might be s uffici ent. Schu- 
macher, champion in 1994 and 
199S, is capable of levelling 
the playing field and perhaps 
tilting the contest his way. One 
who subscribes to this theory is 
Martin Brundle, taking a seat in 
the ITV commentary box after 


losing the one he had at Jordan- 
Peugeot 

B ruddle said: Tvb nailed 
my colours to Schumacher’s 
mast and, although Ferrari have 
not looked so clever in testing 
I'm sticking with him. You have 
to feel Williams again have the 
best package but, as Frank 
Williams has said, they may be 
thrown off balance by events 
away from the trade" 

Ferrari having hired Ross 
Brawn, at the end of last year, 
have recently parted company 
with John Barnard and added 
another Benetton old boy, Rory 
Byrne, to their revamped tech- 
nic a l org anisatio n. Brundle said: 
“I don’t think it will take Ross 
and Rory too long to get things 
sorted and, if they get the Fer- 
rari dose to the Williams, Schu- 


macher has the ability to make 
the difference.” 

Another factor that might 
have a bearing on ScfamnariKg’s 
prospects is fatherhood. You 
have to wonder whether the 
hrrthnfhk daughter recently win 
compromise his commitment 
to some degree. If it does not, 
then VOleneuve and Frentzen 
could have the Prancing Horae 
bearing down on them. 

FI avia Briatore, still princi- 
pally boss of Benetton despite 


huffs, maintains rhat his drivers, 

Gerhard Berger and Jean Ale- 
si, are pruned to be genuine 
contenders. He argues Berger 

has never been better prepared 
and that the arrival of Alesfs 
baby this winter has stabilised 
the mercurial Frenchman. Even 


if thfr championship is still out 
of boundsfor McLaren, their 
new-Iook silver car should he 

good enough to convey 
Coulthard to the head of the 
British rankings. Beating 
HaMtidea may prove more 

problematical and this duel is 
likely to be a feisty affair. 

Jordan’s position as the fifth 
best team appears under threat 
from Frost, who has already se- 
cured ‘a Peugeot deal for next 
year. Olivier Panis made die 
most of bizarre circumstances 

to win at Monaco last season, 
and ifBridgestone tyres are as 
good in the wet as we hear, he 
could upset the establishment 
again ; 

Damon Hill is banking on the 
Bridgestone “joker" to help his 

at T WR Arrows-Vamaha. 
The car-engine combination is 
certainly not terrifying their op- 
ponents. Stewart-Rnd, Mmardi- 
Hart and Lola-Ford are the 
other Bridgestone teams . The 


Hill driven 
back to the 
real world 


Britain’s world champion has been 
reduced to the ranks this season. 
Derick Alisop talked to him 


H e lines up for a new- sea- 
son in Australia tomor- 
row with the No 1 on his 
car and professes himself con- 
tent. There it is. all the vindi- 
cation he requires. He is world 
champion and no one can take 
the achievement from him or 
erase it from grand prix racing’s 
roll of honour. 

And yet the emotions are ap- 
parently churning inside him, 
much as they always have done. 
He has no chance of retaining 
his title, which pains him. and 
you sense be is aware others are 
still waiting to see what he is re- 
ally made ot Even now, Damon 
Hill must prove himself. 

Hill and his supporters may 
not wish to see it that way, but 
then many of those who jumped 
on the Englishman's bandwag- 
on Iasi year would not know the 
difference between a Williams 
and a Wurtburg. They are about 
to see the difference between a 
Williams and an Arrows, and 
within the Formula One com- 
munity this is regarded as the 
true test of Hill's ability and 
application. 

Some who complimented him 
on his “deserved" championship 
success last season did so through 
gritted teeth- The Ulsterman 
Eddie Irvine was honest enough 
to express what many more felt, 
that “we will know how good he 
is when he's in a bad car." 

Hill, by his own admission, 
has spent his motor racing ca- 
reer endeavouring to convince 
a sceptical world of his talent. 

“I felt fora long rime I was try- 
ing to prove myself at Williams," 
he said. “First as a test driver, 
then as a race driver, then telling 
Frank Wiliams I could lead the 
team after Ayrton Senna died. 
Then they put Nigel Mansell in 
the other car. just in case, and I 
bear him. There was always this 
sidewavs look." 


Wiliams, of course, re- 
mained unconvinced at the end 
of the 1995 season and negoti- 
ated the recruitment of a 
replacement. Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen. long before Hill won 
the 1996 championship. By the 
time he was informed his ser- 
vices would not be required this 
year, however, all competitive 
options had been closed off. 

So now he has, if not a “bad" 
car. then one certainly incapable 
of intruding on matters at the 
business end of the grid. The 
Yamaha engine, in particular, is 
a source of acute concern for 
Hill and the drum-beating as- 
sertion of the Arrows team 
owner, Tom Walkmsbaw, that a 
win is possible this year, has had 
his senior driver tracking off. 

Hill said: “Anything is possi- 
ble, yes, especially if it rains be- 
cause our Bridgestone tyres 
work really well in the wet. But 
when I talk about winning a 
race, Fm only talking about win- 
ning it on merit - going out 
there, qualifying high in the grid, 
oulracmg everyone and cross- 
ing the line first. Lucking into 
a win is not going to change any- 
one’s perception of how com- 
petitive the team is." 

Gaining fortunate wins is not 
something Hill is accustomed to, 
and herein lies the frustration be 
can no longer suppress. The im- 
minent reality of his predica- 
ment has finally loosened a 
tongue held in check since 
Williams showed him the door. 

“Yes, there will be frustra- 
tions," be said. “My record as 
a ratio of wins to starts and qual- 
ifying ratio [pole positions 
achieved] I think is second to 
Fangio. And it will be veiy frus- 
trating to be powerless to stop 
someone taking the title. I felt 
I deserved the opportunity to 
defend it and 1 think I could 
have been going for a second 



OONCA 


V»0\NtW 

Honst 





riowseekatg a fi ts! g aud prix win 
twd^experi-' for marothan three years. Two. 
fiyeijtfrwetS. itafentEd-and highly competitive 
drivers who coukf pfpvide a few 
?spate if act gtgBntwe-cham- 
ptpnship challenge. • 


Damon Hill (right) with Tom Walk ins haw, his Arrows team owner, in Melbourne yesterday 


championship if I was in the 
Williams." 

Hill believes also he might 
have beaten Michael Schu- 
macher to the championship in 
1995 had Williams given him 
their undivided support “in- 
stead of stubbornly and rather 
stupidly and obstinately sticking 
to the policy of not getting be- 
hind one particular driver. 

“What you saw at the end of 
^ was a guy who was thoroughly 
dtaUustoned and thoroughly dis- 
appointed and confused by the 
actions and policies of the team. 
I put myself m it for the team, not 
just for myself. Tm pretty loyal 
and I expected more support. 

“I think a lot of credit tor the 
success last year has to be at- 
tributed to the work I put in and 
Adrian Newey [the team's es- 
tranged chief designer] put in 
to make us a more effective 
fighting unit ar the racetrack, 
tactically and operationally, 
than in all the time Td been with 
the team." 

Hills' dismay over the stew- 
ardship and decisions of his for- 


mer bosses, Frank Williams 
and Patrick Head, has been 
compounded by the latter’s re- 
cent suggestion that an unpro- 
ductive season would drive the 
36-year-old into retire menu 

“I don’t take Patrick’s com- 
ments too seriously," Hill 
scoffed. “I think he has been 
baffled by me for a long time 
and 1 still don't think be really 
understands where T m coming 
from. I certainly hope to be 
around next year because I’ve 
still got some winning left in me 
and I want to explore the pos- 
sibilities of winning another 
championship." 

Those possibilities, he recog- 
nises. may have to present 
themselves elsewhere and Hill 
has only a one-year contract 
with Arrows. But he is similar- 
ly resentful of any suspicions 
that life in the slow lane will di- 
minish his enthusiasm and com- 
mitment to the team's cause. 

He said: “I'm going to invest 
a lot of myself in this season, and 
I’ve got a role to play here. 
There's no way I could do this 


without doing it wholehearted- 
ly. I’m a conscientious person. 
I’m a hard worker. 

“We have a steep hill to 
climb but we’ve got to go up. 
There's so much potential here. 
At least we know we can make 
more progress than any other 
team m Formula One. 

“Tom won't want to have 
egg on his face this year and nei- 
ther will I, but it is going to be 
very difficult, to start with, just 
to finish in the points, and 
that's the truth of the matter. 
I'm hoping my experience will 
give me an edge over some oth- 
ers who may have a more com- 
petitive package.” 

Hill is aware he will have to 
demonstrate that capacity to 
earn a return to the forefront 
of Formula One next year, 
which amounts to the perenni- 
al, dreaded challenge he 
thought he bad left behind 
the need to prove himself. 

In the meantime, he will 
watch from afar as others com- 
pete for his crown and be ad- 
mits, he would take some 


r Photograph: Allsport 

delight in seeing Gerhard Berg- 
er, of Benetton-Renault, beat 
off the Williams drivers and his 
old nemesis, Schumacher. 

“I really want Berger to win 
it and I think be could" HU1 
said. “They’Ve improved the 
car, he’s got the experience 
and what he’s got now which 
perhaps he never bad before, is 
the realisation that winning the 
championship will give him a 
warm feeling into his old age. 
I think it niggles with him he 
hasn’t won itye.t and he knows 
he’s running out of chances. 
Once the seed is in your mind 
I know how it can grow. 


taken from my mind but al- 
though I'm not in a top-line dri- 
ve at the moment I don't want 
to languish. I actually feel mo- 
tivated by the situation. 

“Fm excited by last season, 
but more enjoying the prospect 
of the new season. I want to en- 
joy iL I don’t want to do it if it’s 
heartache and painful. But I’ve 
taken disappointment before 
and I know I can handle it 71 



rest continue with Goodyear. 

Tyrrell look to the reliability 
to Fbird w revive their fortunes 

and Che Sauber wiD be powered 

by Ferrari engines under the 
Fetronas badge. 

VOleneuve goes into the open- 
inggrand prix, in Melbourne, as 
finburite ar the dtampwnsbip 
and he will endeavour to bufid 
a decisive earfy-season lead over 

Frentzen. who is expected to 
c faaileq se mnreforrefnllvas the 
campaign unfolds. Close en- 
counters at WHIiaras would as- 
sist Schumacher, who has a 
dutiful No 2 in Edffie favitte and 
has no need to look over his 
shoulder. 

Over the next seven months 
th e champ ionship tour wfll take 
in 17 venues on five continents, 
but the chances are we wfll see 
the 1997 champion standing at 
the top of the podium on Sun- 
day The last time the winner of 
the first race did not go cm to 
lift the title was in 1989. 
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Bath back their 
local ‘academy’ 


Bath, the English champions 
whose reputation as ultimate 
professionals Med to survive 
, the onset of professionalism it- 
f self, were yesterday bach in the 

realm erf irony once again. Twen- 
ty-four hours after cold-shoul- 
dering their hugely expensive 
Argentinian imports, Federico 
Mendez and German Limes, for 
today’s Courage league match 
with London Irish, they un- 
veiled a scheme designed lo'tap 
a stream of home-grown talent 

Following hard on the heels 
of their Hist Division rivals 
Saracens and Harlequins, both 
of whom have struck up part- 
nerships with local schools in re- 
cent months, Bath strengthened 
its links with Colston's CbQcgiate 
School in Bristol, probably the 
most accomplished rugjby acad- 
emy in the country. The dub has 
>' pledged to cough up 50 per cent 
of the fees for gifted youngsters 
in return for first call on their 
loyalty at school leaving age. 

The sharpest irony of all is 
that the three greatest players 
ever to lace up their boots at the 
Recreation Ground - Jeremy 
Guscott, John Hail and Stuart 
Barnes - were all educated at 
state schools. Tony Swift, the 
Bath chief executive, said the 
dub would act quickly to allay 


schools that the Colston’s . 
would undermine their own ef- 
forts. “We’ll be talking to head 
teachers and assuring them that 


Chris Hewett looks 
at Rigby’s present 
tensions and has a 
glimpse of the future 

we will do everything we can to 
support them, 4 he confirmed. 

With Mendez relegated to (he 
bench and IJanes struggling for 
match fitness, Bath go m against 
the Exiles with Graham Dawe at 
hooker and the old firm of Mar. 
tin Haag and Nigel Redman at 
lock. Richard Webster and the 
player-coach, Andy Robinson, in 
the bade row should give them 
a bard enough edge to dispense 
with their relegation-haunted 
visitors, who give Niall Hogan, 
once Ireland's captain, a debut 
at scrum-ball. 

Quins travel to Orrell without 
the services of the rested WHl 
Carling, whose midfield place 
goes to Jason Keyter. West 
Hartlepool also make a lengthy 
trip to oik-chasing I 
are bolstered tty the return of 
Kevin Moseley to their pack. 

However, die most significant 
action of the weekend is likely 
to occur tomorrow. Whsps. the 
leaders, take on Gloucester at 
Loftus Road and even though 
the Londoners hope to field 
their new capture, Scotland's 
Kenny Logan, on the wing, they 
will bewaiy of the West Coun- 
try threat at scrum and line-ouL 
David Sims and company blew 


the Wasps tight five away at 
Kingshobn earlier in the season 
and as they fancy their own 
chances of qualifying for next 
season’s Hemeken Cup, there 
could be fireworks once agtin. 

Despite smarting from their 
comprehensive defeat at 
Leicester on Tuesday night. 
Sale are hot favourites to en- 
hance their own European as- 
pirations with a second victory 
over Northampton in the space 
of a fortnight- Saracens, though, 
will not be quite so confident of 
seeing off Bristol, who are ding- 
ing to a slim hope of avoiding 
the end of season play-offs. 

While the leading English 
dubs have protected their own 
interests by securing a 12-team 
Hist Division for next season, 
their counterparts in Whies are 
in the throes of turmoil follow- 
ing the WRLTs decision to fixgc 
ahead with an eight-team pre- 
miership. The move means four 
dubs - in all probability Tre- 
orefay, Dunvant, CaerphiUy and 
Newbridge -will be relegated in 
May and no promotion for the 
Second Division pace-setters. 
Llandovery and Cross Keys. 

Treorchy have already threat- 
ened the Welsh union with legal 
aaion but the traditional big guns 
of the Vfelsh game are in favour 
Of the streamlining, which will 
bring them an increased share of 
broadcasting money. The move 
will be debated at a Special 
General Meeting on 6 April 


RFU looks to grass 
roots for support 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Just when you thought it was 
safe togo back to your favourite 
rugby ground in the expectation 
of watching an 80-minute game 
rather than an 80-hour com- 
mittee debate, politics are back 
on the agenda with a vengeance. 

Tomorrow, the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union holds a special gen- 
eral meeting at the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birming- 
ham and as the venue is already 
playing host to the Crofts dog 
show, there is a distinct possi- 
bility that the entire sport will 
be certified as barking mad by 
the end of the afternoon. 

The RFU, aoitefy aware of its 
own shortcomings during the 
transition to professionalism, 
wfll attempt to win widespread 
grass roots support for changes 
to its own mana^ment structure, 
which include the abolition of the 
posts of secretary and treasurer 
and the appointment of a chief 
executive. All fairly dry and 
straightforward? Not cm your life. 

As so often in the last year of 
communal backbiting, battle 
lines have been drawn around 
personalities rather than is- 
sues. The leading antagonists to- 
morrow will, once again, 
include Cliff Brittle, current 
executive chairman of the RFU 
and aconstant thorn in the flesh 
of his own organisation, and 
Tony HallctL, the existing sec- 
retary who, if the governing 


body gets its way, would be the 
leading candidate to fill the 
new chief executive's role. 

Halle It's opponents will insist 
that the chief executive post be 
advertised nationally and that 
the selection panel include the 
chairman of ‘the newly consti- 
tuted management board -who. 
if the rebels win the day, will be 
none other than Cliff Brittle. By 
the same yardstick. Brittle's 
chances of landing that chair- 
manship depend largely on the 
election procedure agreed to- 
morrow; the RFU wants the vot- 
ing to he confined to hs own 
committee members, who 
would almost certainly give their 
betenair very short shrift indeed. 

Should the rebel contingent, 
led by a handful of clubs from 
Ibe North-west including Man- 
chester, Wigan and Orrell win 
(heir campaign to extend voting 
rights to the entire membership. 
Brittle could well remain at the 
centre of the decision-making 
process. Indeed, if all rebel 
amendments are carried, the 
new chairman would wield ex- 
traordinary individual power. 

As a result, the RFU have 
mobilised some big guns in 
support. These include Lord 
MacLaurin, chairman of both 
the Sports Council and the 
English Cricket Board, and 
Wifi Carling, the former Eng- 
land captain. They also include 
Ian McGeechan, this year’s Li- 
ons coach, who said yesterday: 
“1 applaud Tony Hallen and the 


RFU Committee for their 
courage in this time of change. 
They should be supported/ 

Now that « an interesting one. 
McGeechan's stance is very dif- 
ferent to the one taken tty Ran 
Cotton, the Uons manager, 
who said earlier this week that 
the RFU had "shot themselves 
in the foot politically" and 
backed the move to advertise the 
chief executive’s post And Brit- 
tle? “Cliff Brittle is far more of 
a moderniser than people give 
him credit for, be believes in pro- 
fessionalism and doesn't want to 
hofd it back, but he wants to see 
a properly funded grass roots 
game as well." Not much com- 
mon ground there. 

The Uons wffl have enough 
problems in South Africa this 
summer without political dis- 
agreements. But tomorrow's 
meeting runs far deeper than 
that; a heavy defeat far the RFU 
will open up old wounds and in- 
evitably lead to a re-hardeniog 
of attitudes among the senior 
dubs. English rugby’s fragile 
peace is paper thin and ructions 
in Birmingham could easily 
condemn us all to another year 
of bickering and create a whole 
new agenda: one with “Break- 
away" stamped all over it. 

■ Sky Television has won the 
rights to the European Cup for 
the next five years. Including 
England internationals at 
Twickenham and the next three 
Lions tours. Sky wfll now broad- 
casi around 80 gunes a season. 



Dream team: David and Marie Dutton met through their love of pinball and own around 50 machines 


It was destiny, an encounter 
made in Heaven (or at least in 
Chicago). 

David Dutton was 15 years old 
and on a school exchange in 
France when he wandered into 
a anaD cafe. In the comer, play- 
ing flic pinball machine with con- 
siderable verve, was a stunning 
brunette, fix Dutton, a silver ball 
enthusiast, it was love at first 
sight He found out that she was 
14 and that her name was Marie. 
The pair met every day and 
played pinball When he re- 
turned to Sheffield, they agreed 
to become penfriends. 

And there it might have 
ended. But pinball enthusiasts 
are made of sterner stuff. They 
wrote and visited each other. 
Through the Depression, those 
dreadful days when computer 
and video games seemed set to 
drive pinball into extinction, 
their romance still burned 
bright. Marie, determined to 
train as a nurse but equally de- 
termined to preserve their re- 
lationship, moved to England. 
Nine years ago, the couple 
married. One of the first things 
that David acquired was the 
pinball tabic that had brought 
them together. 

Nice story, isn’t it? But it 
doesn’t end there. The two 
now live just outside Hudders- 
field in a rambling 1830s vic- 
arage that is a monument to 
pinball (or it would be if David 
ever gets round to repairing the 
30-odd machines that fill almost 
every room). He is the reigning 
British champion, his wife per- 
haps the best female player in 
Britain. They have two children 
and - wouldn’t you know it? - 
the elder one. William, five, was 
standing on a box and playing 
pinball as I walked through Lhe 
door. 

Pinball conjures up images of 


The pinball wizards 
set for tilt at title 


smoky coffee bars, truckers* 
cafes or end-of-the-pier amuse- 
ment arcades. If s easy to assume 
that those who still play the game 
are old rockers still nwuming the 
day Eddie Cochran died. Believe 
me, I tried bard to find this 
stereotypical player > but I kept 
running mio bank managers, en- 
gineers and people like Dutton, 
an accountant tty trade, who now 
runs an educational supplies 
company. There are plenty of 
women, too, because good pin- 
ball requires guile and hand-eye 
co-oidmatian, rather than brute 
force and good fortune. Witch- 
ing leading exponents is an ed- 
ucation for anyone who thinks 
the progress of that ball is gov- 
erned tty the laws of luck. 

It’s not a matter of buying 
your own table l about £300 up- 
wards for a reconditioned one) 
and learning its eccentricities ei- 
ther. As an enthusiastic but 
poor pinball player, I had roy 
machine serviced by John Wby- 
att, a former British champion. 
Having fixed all the blown fus- 
es, soggy bumpers and missing 
lights, Whyatt had one go to test 
it - and recorded a higher 
score than I had made in three 
years of owning the thing. His 
multi-million total is still there, 
mocking me. 

Top players give machines a 
good shaking, running the fine 
line between controlling and 
tilting. This is called English or 
body English, for some un- 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 

known reason, and American 
players in particular develop 
styles as flamboyant as Michael 
Johnson's running. But you 
need other abilities besides as 
fast eye, quick brain and a 
nifty hip-wiggle. 

“You don't have to use the full 
force of the flipper," Dutton 
says. “You can do a lot of tricks 
.with that simple plastic bat." 
Like backspin, si despin and in 
multi-bail games, bolding two 
balls cm one flipper while keep- 
ing the third ban in action. You 
need to see it to believe iL . 

No wonder Dutton was 
banned from playing the ma- 
chine at his local pub. “The 
landlord said I was too good. 
He told tne: *You are putting in 
just one coin and winning loads 
of replays.' He wanted to en- 
courage people to keep playing 
and putting in money.” 

Ah, there’s the chartered 


accountant in him. He tikes the 
concept that playing a ma- 
chine in an arcade or cafe is 
“winning the right to stop 
putting money in”. But it’s not 
always like that Marie says: 
“We sometimes go into an ar- 
cade and he will feed money 
into a machine, hying to win 
and set a new high score. When 
he has done that, he will walk 
awty, leaving replays up there." 

Dutton is also one of the few 
Europeans to win a title in the 
United States, spiritual home 
of the game. “We took a year 
out to travel round the world 
and we were in Arizona when 
we heard about the Wild West 
Pinball Show. 1 always seem to 
play better when I come fresh 
to a machine, and I was lucky 
enough to win," he says mod- 
estly./The prize was a machine 
called Bride of Pin bo t, reck- 
oned by many to be the best of 
all pinball games. But it cost the 
Duttons so much to ship their 
prize back from Phoenix that it 
would probably have been 
cheaper to buy the machine. 

Sttll Dutton should be good 
As well as playing his heart out 
to win his dream girl he's been 
playing machines since be was 
five. “I lived in Liverpool and 
there were a couple of dozen 
cafes within two miles. Our 
neighbour rented out machines 
to these cafes, and Iwas his un- 
official tester." 

He bought his first machine 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


while at university in Sheffield 
Wren it broke down, he learnt 
to repair it. “The old electro- 
mechanical ones are not that 
complicated: it's the way the 
parts interact that's the secret. 
You can make them work with 
a rusty nafl." Gradually, he has 
collected more and more. 

“There were times when 1 
have thought, ‘1 can’t get an- 
other one,' but Marie has en- 
couraged me and said: ‘Go for 
it' I suppose I am a tittle bit of 
an eccentric. It is a release for 
a side of my character that I 
don’t use in other ways.” 

DuUon, now 37, admits that 
competition brings out the best 
in him. “When 1 play board 
games against the children, 1 
find myself mentally smacking 
my wrists because Fm trying to 
beat them." He will certainly be 
the man to beat in Birmingham 
today, when he defends his 
British pinball crown. He has 
won the title three times, more 
than anyone else since the Pin- 
ball Owners Association start- 
ed 20 yeans ago. 

However, his wife, who has 
been runner-up in the cham- 
pionships, is. quite capable of 
beating him. “She’s a very good 
player," he concedes. She de- 
livers a Gallic snort. “He's not 
invincible." Maybe noL But 
I'm not playing against him, and 
he’s not coming to mend my 
machine either. 

The Wizard 97 Pinball Con- 
vention takes place at the National 
Indoor .Arena, Birmingham, to- 
day and tomorrow from 11am- 
5pm. It features the largest 
number of pinball machines seen 
in the UK. The British Champi- 
onship is an open event with qual- 
ifying rounds today and finals 
tomorrow. Entry is £5, including 
one child five. 


Hulme the elder eyes equality 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

The Hulme brothers play 
against each other for only the 
second time in their careers to- 
day. with elder brother David 
hoping to level the scores. 

After years of marauding in 
harness for Widnes, the pair first 
collided last season when Paul's 
Warrington beat Leeds, then 
home to David. The senior 
Hulme will quietly fancy his 
chances of an equaliser today, 
when his new dub, Salford, go 
to Wilde espool in their Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup quarter-final. 

“It'S just like another game 
for both of us." he said. “It’s 


more of a problem for our 
mum and dad, because they 
know that one or us is going to 
be unhappy on Saturday 
evening. I just hope it’s PauL" 

If Salford's victory in a pre- 
season friendly between the 
two clubs is any guide, it could 
well be the younger Hulme 
counting the cost. More relevant 
is that the two Warrington 
props injured that day, Mark 
Hilton and Dallas Mead, are 
both still out. Along with the re- 
turn of Steve Blakeley at stand- 
off. that could just give 
promoted Salford (be edge. 

Oldham have a difficult as- 
signment tomorrow, at home to 
last year's beaten finalists, the 
Bradford Bulls. Bradford have 


a dose to full-strength squad, 
with Bernard Dwyer aaa the 
Oldham-based Matt Calland 
added to the side who beat Lon- 
don two weeks ago. Oldham 
have one Australian - Brett 
Goldspink- fit after a band in- 
jure, but another. Matt Miinro, 
will be out for several weeks 
with a broken bone in his hand. 

The Cup holders, St Helens, 
away to Keighley, still hope 
Derek McVey will be fir after a 
similar injury and Steve Prescott 
is back after food poisoning. 

Leeds will give a debut to their 
New ZealandTest centre, Richie 
Blackmore, at Feathersione, al- 
though their hooker. Wayne 
Coffins, is ruled out with a groin 
strain. Feathersione will be with- 


out Steve Molloy. but there will 
still be a strong Leeds flavour 
through their coach, David 
Ward, and a number of players 
who have passed through the re- 
volving doors at Headinglcy. 

Sheffield Eagles have agreed 
terms to sign Steve McCurrie. 
Widnes’ former Great Britain 
hooker who has been playing 
rugby union for Bedford. 

Halifax have denied that they 
are about to release six players 
following the resignation of 
their coach, Steve Simms, last 
week. A spokesman said the 
club would never contemplate 
sacking players while they are 
waiting to appoint a successor. 
The deadline for applications 
has been extended to Monday. 


Five bid for 
2004 Games 

Olympic Carnes 


The International Olympic 
Committee in Lausanne yes- 
terday chose Athens, Buenos 
Aires, Cape Town, Rome and 
Stockholm as the five candidates 

to host the 2004summer Games. 
' . The cities, chosen from 1 1 
V cities, will gp forward to a vote 
v of the full IOC sesaon on 5 Sep- 

tember, also in Lausanne. 

The unlucky candidates were 
Istanbul Lffle, Rio dc Janeiro. 
San Juan in Puerto Rico, Seville 
and St Petersburg. 


Lift for Lyle as Kendall leads 


Golf 


Sandy Lyle, the San who won the 
1988 US Masters, made his best 
start to a tournament for some 
time with a five-under-par 67 at 
the Doral Open in Miami yes- 
terday. Lyle was one of a group 
of five players on that score. 

Skip Kendall playing in the 
last group of the day, bad the 
best score of the first round, his 
seven-uoder-par 65 giving him a 
one-stroke lead over three play- 
ers. On 66 were the three-times 
Doral winner, Greg Norman. 
Bob Tivay and Lee 


Kendal] had eight binlics in 
the first 12 holes of DoraJ’s Blue 
course. “I didn’t want to get 
ahead of myself.” he said “I just 
wanted to stay focused and hit 
good shots. The TV cameras 
Parted coming out then, and I hit 
it in a few bunkers coming in." 
Kendall's only bogey came on 
the 16th bole, when he was 
caught in two different bunkers. 

Partly because scoring has 
been low in recent years, the 
course was reworked fay Ray- 
mond Floyd last year, with new 
bunkers added and (he final 
hole, the famed Blue Monster, 
back at its old level of difficulty. 


An unusual lack of wind yes- 
terday produced scores that did 
not quite reflect the added prob- 
lems. The field's scoring average 
was just below par at 71.%. 

“One thing about the reno- 
vations is that Raymond never 
changed any of the lines off the 
tees. I just hit the ball exactly the 
way Fvc done in all the years 
I've been coming here," Nor- 
man said. 

“There wasn’t one shot 1 
was apprehensive on, because 
I knew exactly where the lines 
were and where the ball would 
go," Norman said after his bo- 
gey-free round. 


Pigott’s plans 
for the future 
of Sussex 


West Indies lose 
some momentum 


Cricket 


TONY COZIER, 


Tony Pigott, the former Sussex 
and England pace bowler, yes- 
terday pledged to maintain hts 
campaign to oust the entire Sus- 
sex committee after the coun- 
ty had been thrown into further 
turmoil with the resignation of 
the chairman, Alan Caffyn. 

Pigott welcomed the resig- 
nation as a “step in the right di- 
rection". though Sussex have 
appointed their long-serving 
commiltee member, Ken Hop- 
kins, as chairman in succession 
to Caffyn, whose seven-year 
reign came to an end after he 
pinned much of the blame for 
an exodus of players from Hove 
on the axing of Alan Wells, the 
former caplain. 

Pigott. who served Sussex 
for 18 years, has forced a spe- 
cial general meeting on 8 April 
when there will be a vote of no 
confidence in the commiltee. 
He said: “I can confirm 1 would 
like to become chairman. The 
future of Sussex is at stake and 
new blood and new ideas are ur- 
gently needed. I would like to 
come in and restructure the. 
dub, with everything based on 
doing what is best for Sussex.". 
■ Brendon Julian, the Aus- 
tralian Test all-rounder, will be 
Surrey's overseas player this 
summer for the second season 
running. He missed much of last 
year through injury. 


reports from Kin&ton, Jamaica 
West Indies 370-7 v India 


Carl Hooper duly completed his 
seventh Test hundred but the 
anticipated avalanche of runs 
from the West Indies did not 
materialise on the second day 
of the first Test here yesterday. 

Hooper, 87 at the start when 
the West Indies were 300 for 4, 
advanced to 129 before skying 
a catch to mid-off from India's 
best bowler Abey Kuruvilla [ess 
than 10 minutes before lunch. 

He was one of three wickets 
gained by the persevering In- 
dians in the last 35 minutes pri- 
or to the interval when the 
West Indies were 370 for 7. 

It was a comfortable enough 
position but not nearly as com- 
manding as had seemed likely 
at the start. While Hooper and 
the mghtwatchman Ian Bishop 
batted through lhe first hour and 
25 minutes with little difficulty. 
Hooper could not find the flu- 
ency with which he had played 
on the previous day during his 
stand of 147 with Brian Lara. It 
meant that the West Indies 
could only raise another 70 in 
the first sesaon. 

Whfle Kuruvilla. a tall sinewy 
bowler of just above medium 
pace impressed again on debut 
with his length, line and varia- 
tion of pace, it was the experi- 


enced Anil Kumble who broke 
the overnight partnership when 
it was worth 67. Flighting a leg- 
break he induced a heave from 
Bishop and Sunil Joshi trotted 
around from mid-off to gather 
in the catch. Bishop had made 
24 and was followed 20 minutes 
later by Hooper's dismissal. 

In for 4hr 35min, Hooper 
stroked 17 boundaries in his cus- 
tomary languid fashion but the 
manner of his exit was an indi- 
cation that he has not rid him- 
self of the habit of surrendering 
his wicket easily when well set. 

Kumble immediately ac- 
counted for Junior Murray, leg 
before wicket, and India's fight- 
back would have been complete 
had Mohammad Azharuddin 
taken a low catch at first slip off 
Kuruvilla when the West Indies' 
last specialist batsman Roland 
Holder, playing his first Test at 
the age of 29, was three. 

A quarter of an hour into the 
second session the West Indies 
had advanced to 381 for 7. 

lUMCWME SCOREBOARD 
tSeamS Oaf. tea (mfes m> tossJ 
WEST IMNCS - Hnft tangs 
Kfcengit 300 lor 4) 

C L Hooper c Posad b KunniOa .-,—.,...129 

I R Bhhoo c Jcahi b fotrfcfa 3A 

RICHsmariwoui - 3 

tl R Umsy RM 0 Kurrfcte 


To bat F A Rose. C E i Ambrose, »C A WaMi 
Earn R>7. n081_- — 15 

TWolffarT)-. 370 

FM UxxiS 5457. &-3GB. 7-370. 

BmM ftasod 3-5-104-1; KunAda 27-6-04 
2: JfanSto 3^3-95-2Joa» 20-5-68-2; Gang*. 
>r 7-1-17-Olaran 34-144 

MDH: V V S laamn, N S SKDu, R S DraML *s 

RT8rtkd«. SGanBj*. MftjhauJdn. tNHMoo- 
a*, a Ksnue. S Jon. A Kumaa, B K v Prasad. 

. Uq**ot SW* BwSmor. Msvyn wwvkn. TV «- 
Johnny Gayle. 

■WMi MfMK FMerran dar IfeiM. 


Young reveals 
Sri Lanka’s 
shortcomings 

New Zealand 343-4 
vSri Lanka 


Bryan Young yesterday scored 
154 not out, his best figure in Test 
matches, to put New Zealand in 
command on the first day of the 
first Tfest against Sri Lanka at 
Carisbrook. Young took advan- 
tage of a disappointing Sri 
Lankan attack to earn his second 
Test century as New Zealand 
reached 343 for 4 at stumps. 

On a pitch made for batsmen. 
Young, Matt Home, who hit a 
fluent 66, and the captain, 
Stephen Reining, with 51, made 
Sri Lanka regret their decision 
to field first The tourists were 
dearly short of match play and 
it showed as their bowlers strug- 
gled to maintain a conasrent line. 

Young reached three figures 
after tea when he drove a short 
delivery from the off-spinner 
Muttian Mural ttharan to the 
cover boundary. He and Home 
put on 140 runs in 146 minutes 
to establish a second-wicket 
record against Sri Lanka. 

Sri Lanka won toss 

NEW ZEALAND - Hrct Innings 

8 A YDung not out i%j 

B A ftjeoeV c Maherama b vaas ig 
M i Horns c Mahanama ft Ranatungj""!^ 

° WteKjWna ^ % 
0 LVetari not out * \ 

Total tfbr 4. 90 teri 

P* 1 55 2-195 M?lT3377 

S^ L s fc tACftmre - DNPa «- 


**no*V* 50-29-1; lawsunya^&fl 
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FA COP: Wrexham's road to Chesterfield for tomorrow's sixth-round tie has been an arduous one, with the Welsh 
side coming from behind on eight occasions. Phil Shaw meets the men behind an extraordinary run or success 


‘Racecourse Three’ target last four 


T he switchboard is flashing fit to 
catch fire. Television crews 
trawl the corridors. No soon- 
er has the driver delivering lager 
from the sponsors popped in to wish 
him luck than Brian Flynn is inter- 
rupted by a secretary asking about 
donating' a ball for Red Nose Day. 
"It's like Crewe station.” sighs the 
Wrexham manay-r. Correction: it is 
like a fire drill in a madhouse. 

The reason for the c/amour is the 
Welsh dub’s FA Cup sixth-round 
match at Chesterfield tomorrow, a 
tie which guarantees that a team 
from the Second (nee Third) Divi- 
sion will feature in the serai-finals for 
the first time in 13 years. 

Now Wrexham have staged several 
great European nights and count Ar- 
senal among numerous prestigious 
scalps, but they have never played at 
Wembley. Never mind lager, you 
could almost bottle the adrenalin 
coursing round the Racecourse 
Ground. 

The fact that Flynn and his con- 
fidants in the Wrexham “bool room”, 
Joey Jones ami Kevin Reeves, have 
seen it all before does not make them 


‘It was the result 
[against Arsenal] 
that turned 
everything round 
for Wrexham’ 


immune to the excitement. As play- 
ers they won a total of 140 caps and 
commanded £3ra in transfer fees. 
Wrexham have neither the resources 
nor the support of Lbe big-city dubs 
each once represented, so success on 
a national scale would probably be 
the most satisfying achievement of 
their lives. 

-Although none of the “Racecourse 
Three" gained an FA Cup winners 
medal. Reeves, the assistant manag- 
er. scored for Manchester City in their 
defeat by Tottenham in the* 1981 fi- 
nal, while Jones, the coach. lost with 
Liverpool against Manchester Unit- 
ed four years earlier. Flynn, like 
Wrexham, is a stranger to the semi- 
finals yet not to the competition's ca- 
padty to inspire emotional extremes. 

Shortly after be broke into Bum- 
ley’s midfield, in 1974. they contested 
a place in the last four with a Wrex- 
ham team which included Jones, a 
fellow teenager and colleague-to-be 
in the Welsh national side. Flynn 
watched from the stand as a “wicked 
deflection... off Arfon Griffiths I 
think'’ took the Lancashire club to 
an unsuccessful semi-final. 

The following year he made his 
Cup debut. Burnley were chasing the 
League championship and had home 
advantage: Wimbledon were South- 



Joey Jones (left), Brian Flynn and Kevin Reeves (right), the Wrexham management team who have revived the Welsh club's fortunes 


em League part-timers. “They beat 
us 1-0 and our dressing-room was like 
a morgue afterwards,” Flynn recalls. 
“There was a knock on the door and 
this gentleman from Wimbledon 
came in saving: “We'd like you to 
have these as a souvenir”. 

“He gave us these Womble sham- 
poos. based od the characters from 
the kids’ TV show. Zebedee was it? 
Anyway, it was a lovely gesture. 
Needless to say it didn't go down too 
well at the time.’’ 

Jones, meanwhile, moved to An- 
field - after a fashion. His new dub 
found him accommodation, but the 
puli of the old town proved too pow- 
erful. “I’d kepi on my digs in Wrex- 
ham,” he explains, “so what I did was 
move back here and paid the land- 


lady in Liverpool the £9 rent every 
week so that she wouldn't tell Bob 
Paisley!” 

It became a recurring theme dur- 
ing a career that featured three 
spells with Wrexham, spanning the 
best and worst of times. “I just love 
the place. When me and Mickey 
Thomas played for Chelsea we used 
to commute' from North Wales, set- 
ting off at 5am. We were often first 
in for training. Other times we 
lapped down in the kit room. Now 
that I’m back here, a mile down the 
road. I'm always late.” 

Memories of 1977, if ultimately re- 
gretful. encourage Jones to believe 
that Wrexham can go all the way in 
’97. “We (Liverpool! were a bit 
lucky to get a draw with Everton be- 


fore bearing them in the semi. I still 
don’t know why Clive Thomas dis- 
allowed Bryan Hamilton's “goal”. 
The best team in the country wins 
the League, but you don’t have to be 
the best to win the Cup.” 

like Flynn, he has one skeleton 
in the Cup closet, a terrible chasing 
by Clive Walker at Chelsea. “I had 
a nightmare, "Jones admits. “It was 
the third round and we lost 4-2 -ex- 
actly the same as this year - and I 
seemed to take most of the blame.” 
He never played for Liverpool again. 

Lest anyone in Derbyshire begins 
to suspect that the trio are jinxed. 
Reeves actually owed his biggest 
break to the Cup. Malcolm Allison, 
rebuilding Manchester City after 
being knocked out at Halifax, paid 


Norwich £lxn for the young striker 
who would go on to play twice for 
England. Allison's time at City was 
almost up, but they made it to Wem- 
bley under John Bond the following 
May. : 

“We were the better side in the 
first game with Spurs.” Reeves says. 
* “l remember Steve Mackenzie hit- 
ting the post after shooting with the 
outside of his right foot when he 
could have sidefooted it in. We’d 
have been 2-0 and it would proba- 
bly have been all over, but then 
Tommy Hutch [Hutchinson] scored 
an own goal from a position he was 
never supposed to be in.” 

The replay will forever be the 
Ricky Villa finaL So why wasn’t 
Reeves tracking back to stop the Ar- 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


gentinian's slalom through City’s 
defence? *Td given away a penalty 
against Arsenal on my debut,” he 
laughs, “and after that I ’thought: 
“There’s no way Tin going hadr there 
again’.” 

Flynn and Reeves became ac- 
quainted after the former's retain 
from Leeds to Burnley, where freshA 
Eves. Not long after they joined 
forces with Jones at Wrexham m 1989 
(Flynn may not know his Magic 
Roundabout from his Great Uncle 
Bulgaria but he is the League’s 
fourth longest-serving manager), 
the dub flirted with relegation to the 
Vauxhall Conference. A year later, 
with demotion temporarily scrapped, 
they came bottom. 

Salvation came in the form of a 


if- , 
i. i 


youth policy modelled on the one 
which produced their own manager 
at TUrfMoor. Five years ago, driven 
on by the veteran Mickey Thomas, “ 
the team who had finished 92nd 
turfed the champions. Arsenal, out 
of the Cup. “It was the result that 
turned everything round for Wrex- 
ham,” Flynn says. 

That run ended in a home replay 

defeat Ham. This vear, when 

the tables were turned at Upton Park, 
the London dub alone have failed 
to lead Wrexham. Incredibly, they 
have been behind eight times on the 
road to Chesterfield. Once to Col- 
wyn Bay (“we equalised late on and 
were glad of a replay,” Flynn con- 
fesses), no fewer than four times in 
two meetings with Scunthorpe, twice 
at Peterborough (“my bogey 
ground”) and a ga in at Birmingham 
(“our best performance in my time 
here”). 

Steve Watkin, match-winner 
against Messrs Seaman, Adams and 

Co, is one ofthe Flynn Settlings who 

will be involved this weekend. He may 
be partnered by Gary Bennett, 33, a 
prolific scorer in his previous spell at 

‘If we started the 
match at midnight 
on Thursday it 
would still be 
fantastic’ 


W rexham who came “home” from 
Preston last week after rejecting an \ 
offer from Chesterfield, of all clubs. | 

The most coveted new face is f,\> 
Biyan Hughes, an ex-trainee and fire- • >. 

quent marksman from midfield, but 
not, his patriotic manager had to con- 
cede alter a trawl through the 
Mereeysider's family tree, remotely 
Welsh. Flynn, who makes no secret 
of an ambition to manage his coun- 
try, regards his team as carrying the 
Red Dragon: “Oh yes, and very 
proud of it.” 

His squad divides fairiy evenly be- 
tween Welsh and English players. 

Hence the Baceootnse tradition of the 
Friday “international”, a five-a-side 
game between t eams captained by 
Jones and Peeves. “It can be a bit 
fiery ” the Englishman says, his ex- 
pression a cross between a grin and a 
grimace. “A few tackles flying abouL” 

Flynn anticipates that tomorrow’s 
Anglo-Welsh confrontation is likely 
to be “very tense, because the stakes 
are so high”. The ludicrous kick-off ^ 
time (the police having insisted on “ 
1130am) will not, he insists, detract 
from the occasion. “It’s the FA Cup 
quarter-final for heaven's sake,” he 
says, like a true believer. “If we start- 
ed at midnight on Thursday it would 
still be fantastic.” 


There’s something very relax- 
ing about supporting a team 
which has meandered its way 
gently from disappointment to 
disappointment since leaving 
the First Division - what we still 
like to think of as our natural 
home - 38 years ago. 

Of course, there has been the 
odd shock emanating from Frat- 
ton Park to disturb our equa- 
nimity. Not being relegated 
from the Fast last season was a 
bit of a shaker. Almost as excit- 
ing as winning promotion from 
the old Fourth Division in 19S3 
with a 2-2 draw at Northampton 
in the last match of the season. 
1 reminisced about that with the 
manager of the day, Frank Bur- 


Pompey’s life and chimes through Dickinson to Venables 


rows, in a Cardiff restaurant a 
few years ago. 

But who needs excitement? 
As a friend who supports St Mir- 
ren encouragingly told me, the 
positive thing about supporting 
a side going nowhere is that you 
have few expectations. Lose or 
draw, it hardly matters. A win, 
and it’s time for a chorus of the 
Pompey Chimes and a quick lie- 
down. That’s why I've been suf- 
fering from PMT for so long - 
Post Match Torpor. 

It did get a little exciting in 


1992 when we readied the semis 
of the FA Cup against Liverpool 
only to lose on penalties. It was 
excruciating in 1993 when Tun 
Smith's bnlliant young team 
failed to be promoted even 
though Guy Whittmghara 
scored about 500 goals. 

No. it’s so much more com- 
forting to reflect on the heady 
days of the Sixties, when such 
sterling characters as Phil 
Gunter. Harry Harris, Ron 
Saunders. Reg Cutler, a winger 
who seemed to specialise in 



Richard Hoi ledge 


own goals and the inestimable 
Jimmy Dickinson ushered the 
dub on its headlong decline 
into mediocrity. 

Then there were a spate of 
glamour signings such as Mike 
Trebflcock (Sash and useless). Pe- 
ter Marinello (flashier and just 


as useless) and Norman Piper 
(who?). I always had a soft spot 
for centre-forward Ray Hiron. 

So these are demanding days 
for Pompey fans with long 
memories and a penchant for 
the quiet life, what with being 
unbeaten in nine games, inch- 


ing towards the play-offs and 
heading for FA Cup glory at 
Wembley. 

Not many people wifi re- 
member this but we beat 
Chelsea - tomorrow’s oppo- 
nents in the quarter-finals— in 
the first year of the old Leaghe 
Cup in 1961 . Portsmouth were 
maundering around in the bot- 
tom half of the old Second Di- 
vision, hopeless, hapless, 
doomed. Their opponents, a 
glamorous First Division side, 
sported one J Greaves up front. 


aTVenables in the middle and 
P Ronetti in goaL . 

No contest Bizarre ly, Pom- 
pey won 1-0. bstheEtaity Ex- 
press put it “Eratton heroes 
shake slide Londoners.” 

Even more fruanrely, the; 
goalkeeper, Dick Seattle 
(from St Mirren, but no rela- 
tion to my pundit friend) had 
blacked fits eyes with coal dust 
to protect against the flood- 
lights. He .had- read - that 
wartime' fighter pilots had 
done something similar to doll 


the glare of the enemy search- 
lights. 

The crowd for the Chelsea 
game was 13,000. Tomorrow 
there will be a capacity 15300 
in what is now an old, tired 
ground. The Pompey Chimes 
will reverberate over the ter- 
raced streets of the city and the 
chairman, one T Venables^ will 
be looking on this time as his 
young; fast, hard working team, 
foul Hall, Fitzrpy Simpson, 
Lse Bradbury and Alan Knight 
in goal give- tb ose city slickers 
a black eye Dick Beattie would 
have been proud of. 

And that'll be quite enough 
excitemem fbr one year, thank 
you very much. ... 
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WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS GUIDE 


TODAY 

3.0 unless slated 

FA Cop quarter-final 

- Derby vMidcflestrouffr.-. — 

Kft Carting Pre mi ership 

P WD L F APb 

Man UW 28 16 9 

Liverpool 23 15 8 

Arsenal 29 1* 9 

Newcastle — -27 14 6 
Aston YBa 29 13 7 


Sheffield Wed -^8 II 12 

Wimbledon 27 12 8 

Chelsea 27 11 10 



3 56 31 57 
5 46 21 53 
BAT 26 51 
7 51 31 48 
9 35 27 48 

5 37 32 45 
7 39 32 44 

6 42 38 43 
7 10 6 U 33 38 38 

28 10 6 12 23 31 36 
10 5 1334 38 3S 
.28 8 9 11 36 42 33 
— 27 7 11 9 28 26 32 
— 29 7 11 U 31 44 32 

6 11 12 26 39 29 

7 8 13 23 38 29 
9 13 24 43 27 
7 14 37 46 25 
7 14 24 37 25 
7 14 37 49 22 


OwfcT — 

Coventry 

Sunderland 28 

Notba Forest — 28 6 

Southampton — 27 6 

West Ham 27 6 

Mddtosbrau0i.£7 6 
* MMOeamu&i deduced three points 


1 Areerral v NotDngrvm Forest 

2 Leeds v Everton 

3 Sunderland v Manchester United 

- Cwen&y v Leicester 

Natio nwide Football Loagu 
First DMsloa 

4 Birmingham v Southend — 

6 Sodon v Swindon 

6 Bradford City v Gnmsty 

7 Chariton v Crystal Palace 

a Manchester City v Oldham 

9 Norwich Crty v ftm Vale 

10 Oxford v West Brom 

11 QPR v Huddersfield 

12 Stoke v Ipswich 

13 Wolves v Tranmere 

Second DMsloa 

34 Burnley v Pet e rborough 

15 GdUngham v Watford 


GM Vauxhan Conference 

- Bath t Bromaguve 


15 Luton v MiBwaH 

27 Notts County v Crewe 

IS Rymwttt v fathertiam - Gateshead v WbJdrg 

19 Preston v Brentford —. — — - Hayes v Morecambe 

20 Stodoort v Bury 

21 tobls&fl v Shrmstuy 


- KaterfogwRushden.-.^- 

36 fodderminster v HaUtax 


22 Wycombe v Bristol Refers 38 Southport v Famborough 

23 fork v Blackpool 

TtaM DMsloa 


37 Stalybrit^B v Altrincham 

38 Stevenage v Nonhwich 

39 Tedded v Slough- 


26 Doncaster v Hull . 


27 Fulham v Scarborough , 


- HBOaents Scottish Cod 

Fifth round 

28 Hereford v Northampton - Dundee Irtrt v Motherwell _ 

29 Uncoinv Hartlepool - Fasti* v Rahh Rovers " 

30 Mansfield v Cardiff. 

31 Rochdale v Wigan - 

32 Scunthorpe v Cartels 


- Morton v Kama mocK , 


33 Swansea v Enter 

34 Torquay vDartingfon 


BelTs Scottish 
Premier DMsloa 

“ rtbwTwnvDimfcnriJne 


First Division 

- Patrick V Airrirte 

Second DMoJOu 

41 Ayr v Queen at the South — — 

42 Clpte v Stranraer.; 

43 Dumbarton y Berwick 

- HamUton v Bredwi 

44 (iwngston v Stentouaonuir ■ — 

Third DMsfon 

45 AOoa u Afoion Rovers 

48 Artroatn v Forfar 

-47 Montrose v East Stttrtg.: 

48 Queen's Park v Inverness CT.._. 
40 Ross County v Cowdenbeath 

TOMORROW 

fA Cop quarter-finals 

Chesterfield v Wrerttatn (1X30) - 

Portsmouth v Chelsea (130) 

Sheffield Wed v MfirnWecton (410). 


TEAM SHEET 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


FA CUP 


Arsenal v 
Nottm Forest 


■ *■"*»" SDJjfS 

Last season: 1-L Last five League match- 
es: Arsenal DDLLW. Nottingham Forest HOWL 
Adams and Merson are fit to return for Arsenal 
but Wrtgm and BoukJ start two- match susperv 
stons. Forest's Aten injured hte hamstmg In mid- 
week and is replaced by Woan. 


rWr Coventry City v 
Leicester City 

Last s e as o n: No (burs. Last five League 
matc hes Coventry DUX0, Leicester DLWWW. 
Dublin moves back to The centre of defence far 
Coventry. Williams and Rich a rdson are enpect- 
«d lo be m. Heskey (an kJe). Prior ttttgn and 
Robins (enkfc) face fitness teste for Leicester. 



Leeds United v 
Everton . 


Last season: 2-2. Last flue League niatefr 
ess Leeds DDUWL Everton UNDID. 

Leeds’ IfetywidRadebe ere suspsxtedandtJorf- 
g> and Wateceac doubtful wth h am stri n g strains. 
Deane la fit. Grau is out for Everton, wtdiBam»- 
by and Ferguson likely to continue up front . 



Derby Countyv 
Middlesbrough 


DwVsjWfchs con» In ifor StunWaat 




feason aid Fes® lace fete fitness tests: 


Portsmouth v 

''Chelsea 

.. -• . . * • vj 

If* ft* Leaaje^raOdiegfWSTTWgi WWDO, 

.ctefeaVwDpy. . . v 

Portsmouth* fletfWus avafiaSteeAgrsuspwson. 

sat id be nnfletf tt ptace qf Cook. 
:Mfft5^aidai8 ardfiteiy to stay m attack 
foi- C hotecj. 'PetHBCu, Johraen aid data have 




Sunderland v 
Manchester Utd 


Last season; No figure. Last five League 
matches: Sundetand Drill, Men tM WWWDW, 
Sunderland include Stewart and teiew but Smith 
(foot) Is ruled oul PatBster and May' are ffeftt-: 
ing to be fit for United. Johnsen Is Jikeiy to start 

in defence, teane is suspended art ButtkyuretL’ 



Tbmorrow ">•*.* 

Chesterfield V 
Wrexham . - 

DDIDQ. Wreanam DWDOD. . * ;>* . - : 
Chesterfield have Ossies andCar HJSpendatLtnri 
mqr is out with ananWe fenury. fcres^tartfeCofK 
ft) and Russes (cats -ans-ctaiafcdUf 

ifiLBttrtrfcouMbetafttrifttwSv 


- ™ .rep”**-', jotwsen aw oatwa 



V.-foniqnpw:/ 

Sheff Wedv 
Wmbiedon 
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Keane and Danny Baker have taken over from Eric Cantona 
Chris Evans as enfants terribles of their particular professions 


Jf Wednesday night turned the forin 
‘d, it- certainly sent .a 


boo k en -lts hea^ « uunty seal * 

few reputations tumbling too. Pt»r* 
Europe’s second best 

team (ty Alex Raguscm no less) wwt 

apparently coming to Old Hafford 
to show Manchester United how it 
was done. Uniteds only "hope we 
were told, was that Roy Keane 
would come steaming out of the nm- 
nef breathing fire over the Por- 
tuguese men of war. Meanwhile, 

Dannv Bdrer’s oontroveitial show- on 

Radio Five Live later that evening- 
was to provide a habitually thought- 

Ibsti^d,' Porto earned had a look, 
and obviously didn’t fancy it. Mean- 
while Keane and Baker sat on the 
Sidelines, the former kicking his in- 
jured heels, the latter licking his' 
wounds inflicted earlier in the day by 
the red card administered fcy his BBC 
employers (who claimed he’d “over- 


. Pepped ttemark once too often” with 
his commeihs about that referee and 
that incident), Irwas left to Ryan Gig- 
gs 7 to cement .his' hitherto flimsy 
reputation with an immense perfor- 
jnance. Bearin g tn naij^nt FrwfanH 
^onccsirseforanexljaUefeGup 
■ place oexr season thanks to our cur- 
rent fidrplaya^nding inEuropean - 
= compeduon^ perhaps it was st good 
■ejtimglG^e;sal this' one out.. - 
Ironically,, Keane and Baker have 
taken; over from Eric Cantona arid 
-Orris Eyahs;as infants' tembks of 
" *' " are 


V — M p rv WUjjliWVUOf piviuv. 

, r to ^Si^-infe^fickwidjout think- 
ing. But while Baker licks hisown 
wounds, Keane’s misdemeanours 
often come at considerable cost to . 
■ his bwh'sde. And while curbing Bak- 
u’s caustictongue would be akin to 
asking Graham Kelly to be upbeat, 

' curb Keane’s over-exuberance and 


you get, I beHeve, a truly great play- 
er rather than just a very good one. 

-He thinks differently, Harming 
last week that his occasional rushes 
of blood to the head are “all part of 
my game because I'm an Irishman” 
-wfidiislikeeacusii^;eM 2 iy Scots- 
man from buying a round. Ian "Wright 
is another regular miscreantwho ar- 
gues that if you take away his passion, 
die heart of ins game is gone; like 
'. Sampson without die hair presum- 
ably. 

Bat petulance, not passkm,B sure- 
ly the issue here. Wrijgbt and Keane 
are not hard men; they’re simply ag- 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


dermines their ability. As the fonner 
Nottingham Forest defender Larry 
Lloyd once said: "Aggression is fine, 
provided it’s channelled in the right 
direction. Keane thinks he’s a bard 
man but he isn*t in the same dass as 


excuse is that Keane has a passion for 
the game. So did 1, so did Tammy 
Smith and Graeme Souness- but we 
knew when to draw the line.” Even 
Keane’s fonner midfield partner 
Paul Ince dairas that Steve Bruce and 
Mark Hughes are “the real hard men. 
They get battered and bruised every 


game but just get on with it”. Indeed, 
Hughes has admitted that “the first 
lesson I learned at the top was to keep 
my mouth shut Because the people 
doing all the talking are realty the 
losers.” 

Ferguson defends Keane as “the 
most victimised player in the game”, 
and there's no doubt that such 
players can be victims of their own 
reputations. At McDiarmid Park on 
New Year’s Day, St Johnstone mid- 
field Chic Charaley (now at Hibs) 
was introduced to me as “that play- 
ers who always gets sent off”. Cham- 
ley duly obliged, but his crimes 
were no worse than those being com- 
mitted by his colleagues. 

Yet they are invariably villains too. 
even if they are, Wright apart, con- 
spicuous by their absence from the 
top 10 list of players carrying the most 
disciplinary points this season to 
date (a hst beaded by such “bruisers” 


as Carlton Palmer. Billy McKXnlay. 

d Emne Heskcy). 


Noel Whelan and 

While that might appear strange, giv- 
en football’s current card-happy cli- 
mate. it does support the theory that 
referees are far more likely to give 
the suspects the benefit of the 
doubt than victimise them. The 
problem is that when they do over- 
step the mark they do so in style. 

Proof that football’s Sampsons 
can play without their hair comes in 
the large bulk of Julian Dicks, a play- 
er who used to wear a T-shirt with 
the words "Hello. My name is Sa- 
tan”; who keeps pot-bellied pigs and 
bulldogs in his front room; and who 
once admitted “I knew I was gonna 
hit him but I couldn’t help myself" . 

Dicks was last sent of in Sep- 
tember 1995. In the meantime he's 
curbed his misplaced aggression 
and matured into a left-back who 
can cross the ball as well as And)* 


Hinchcliffe, attack as well as 
Graeme Le Saux - with as much pas- 
sion as Stuart Rrarce. The cynics will 
say that Dicks is simply more adept 
at getting away with it. a view which 
any avid Dicks watcher will refute. 

It's as if the player known as "Ter- 
minator" simply said to himself “1*11 
be back, and I’ll still be bard, but I’ll 
be fair too.” Just as Dave Mackay. 
Graeme Souness, John Greig, and 
Johnny Giles were. So perhaps, in- 
stead of hehaving like Danny Baker's 
favourite team. MiUwall, and not 
caring that no one likes them, play- 
ers like Keane and Wight should heed 
the best piece of advice meted out by 
Keane's former manager, Brian 
Ckmgh, to Giles during his 44 days as 
Leeds manager. “God gave you in- 
telligence, skill, agility and the best 
passing ability in the game. What God 
didn't give you was six studs to wrap 
around someone else’s knee." 



Glenn Moore 

looks forward to 
this weekend's 
intriguing FA Gup 
sixth-round ties 


on brink of glory Ferguson joins 

Rangers 
absent friends 


■#5 



The most romantic FA, Cup in 
living memory, or the.'poorest? 
Tf is all a question of perspec- 
tive. This wee kend ’s quarter-fi- 
nals arc certainly one of the 
most unusual in the old pot’s 
136-year history . Whh oaiy two 
contenders having lifted ih^. 
trophy in the last 50 years the' 
pedigree is more mongrel than 
thoroughbred. 

However, we could yet have 
a final featuring Gianfranco 
Zola, Gianhica Vialli, Franck, 
Lcboeut Mark Hughes,: Emer- 
son, Juninho and Fabrizio Ra- 
vaiteUi. The worldwide (ekivison 
audience which will be tuningm 
oh 17 May would he tlndUcd.by 
thatfoteiralfonaJ reflection. : 

Or f hey. could fre puzdedby. 
the sight rfPortsrriouth against 
either Wrexliam or Chesrerfield. 
Thai unliketyprosp^vvoukibe . 
the first final wiiftouta top-flight 
team mvoNe^. ^maotic? Or • 
antictimatic?. * . 

The only sixth-round tie be- K 
mg pl3yed on s*eduk today has 
romance aplenty!; Derby Cpun- 
ir's J^ddlesbrthi^jwil] 
he theBascballGiriund’slaslFA 
Cup lie after 101 years and 137. 
tics, it even hosted two senu-fi- 
nals at lhe turn of the century . 
The gh osts of Btoomer.Doherty 
and Carter will be watching as 
Ravanelli. jortinho, Igor Sli- 
mac and Aljosa Aranovk seek 
to become the first Italian, 
Brazilian and Croats respectively 
to play inthe tinat 

The match wffl also be Mar- 
t in Taylor’s first for Derby since 
breaking his left leg against 
Southend in October 1994. He 
replaces Russell Hnult who has 
been dropped after conceding 
In goals in five cames^six against. 
Middlesbrough in midweek. 

T^k>r, 30, has played half-a- 
dozen matches on loan to 
Crewe mjs season Inrt. was so de- * 
pressed after titcni heongaged - 
a sports psycftofogteMQ lift bis 
confidence. T7c has since been , 



Carried away by the Cup; Vhmie Jones (second from right) leads his Wimbledon team-mates through training yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


fore. Tin 'doing Russell afavour, 
Noone wants to come out but 
if yciu are having a bad run it’s 
duitains forthie team ” 

Bottom-placed Boro have 
not wooaway in the Premiership 
since September but in the cups 
they have been as different as 
Danny and Kenneth Baker. 
They have won ail nine match- 
es, three of than away from the 
Riverside, They also have goal- 
keeper problems with Mark 
Scftwaner cup-tied. Emersonis 
injured while Derby have Dean 
Stum’dge suspended. 

Middlesbrough, despite the 


goals of CamselL, Mannionand 
Gough, have never gone be- 
yond this stage. Nor haw Wrex- 
ham while Chesterfield had 
nevcT even reached it before. 
The other five survivors have all 
won the competition but only 
Sir Bert Millichip's generation 
are likely to remember them all. 

Lawne Sanchez won the cup 
for Wimbledon in 1988 ana 
David Webb for Chelsea in 
1970 but after that you have to 
go' back to the days of sepia 
prints. Movietone pictures, 
doth caps and Wbodbmes. Der- 
by and Portsmouth won either 


side of the war while Sheffield 
Wednesday last won the Cup in 
the reign of George V in 1935 
- they received it from his son, 
Edward, who would soon be 
crowned, then abdicate. 

Wednesday, beaten once in 
22 matches and not since Sep- 
tember at home are beginning 
to fancy their chances this year. 
Opponents Wimbledon, who 
have already played six more 
games than Wednesday, are 
showing signs of thing- not that 
anyone would dare write them 
off. Kevin Pressman can be ex- 
pected to dear the ball rather 


quicker than usual, in the 
league game at Selhurst Efan 
Ekoku dispossesed him and 
scored after two minutes. 

Hfllsb rough will host the 
BBC’s live match tomorrow, 
those with access lo Sky can 
warm up with Portsmouth- 
Chelsea while Welsh viewers 
can follow Wrexham's trip to 
Chesterfield The winners wiD be 
the first team from the third lev- 
el (now Second Division) to 
reach the last four since Ply- 
mouth in 1984. 

Wrexham could even be- 
come the second team, after 


McGhee keeps faith with his pack of Wolves 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 



dedsitmwas “agamble'V 


ing-IQissdl^ the County man- 
ager safii "On WsdMsdwnigbt. 
his positional sense for the-fosi 
two goals madiihim look Krif' 

be had-never played in goalbe- 


Mark McGhee is confident 
Wolves will hold their nerve', 
when the First Division pro- 
motion battle hdts up. ■ 

. Wolves gofbr a League dour 
blc over.Tramnere at Motineux 


today with McGhee happy he 
has enough experience in his 
squad to avoid jitters at Easter 
and thereafter. 

. McGhee thinks Wolves, who 
have 62 points and are 10 points 
adrift of leaders Bolton, need 
a further 20 from their re- 
maining 11 games — including 


quite a favourable run-in - to 
claim the second automatic 
promotion place. 

McGhee said: “It will be a 
question of nerve then, but T m 
sure we’ve got the strength in 
our squad to see us through.” 

Bolton tackle Swindon at 
Buroden Park with their man- 


ager, Colin Todd, expecting Per 
Frandsen. his Danish interna- 
tional midfielder, to recover 
from a leg injury in time. 

Crystal Palace face a London 
derby with Charlton at The 


Valley, while fifth-placed Nor- 
wich meet Bart Vale i 


1 atCarrow 


Road. 


Cardiff in 1927, to take the FA 
Cup out of England. If they did 
so, they would not be allowed 
to represent England in the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners' Cup, the 
runners-up would qualify in- 
stead. 

Portsmouth may be a better 
bet to be the first winners from 
outside the Site since Sunderland 
in 1973. As the Fust Division’s 
form team they will not fear 
Chelsea, especially as Zola is be- 
ginning to suffer from (he pace 
and frequency of English games. 
Terry Venables at Wanbley? 

Meanwhile, in the Premier- 
ship, Manchester United could 
go seven points clear and Mid- 
dlesbrough be cast eight points 
from safety. 

After losing 4-0 at home to 
Tottenham in midweek the last 
thing Peter Reid needed was 
United' s midweek demolition of 
Porto. Sunderland pushed Unit- 
ed close in the FA Cup last year 
but lost 5-0 at Old uafford in 
December and, having scored 
once in seven games, must fear 
the worst. 


Rangers, the Scottish League 
champions left reeling after 
being knocked-out of the Ten- 
neats Scottish Cup by Celtic on 
Thursday, were last night fac- 
ing the prospect of being with- 
out three key players for several 
important games. 

The England midfielder Paul 
Gascoigne has been ruled out 
until after the Premier Division 
meeting with Celtic on Sunday 
week. Erik Bo Andersen, their 
Danish striker, is out for three 
weeks at the very least after suf- 
fering a hairline fracture to his 
skull in the Cup quarter-final de- 
feat by Celtic at Parkbead- And 
the midfielder Ian Ferguson 
must serve a two-match sus- 
pension after the second derbv 
with Celtic. 

Medical experts have ad- 
vised Gascoigne must remain in 
plaster for the next week to 10 
days. Archie Knox, the Rangers 
assistant manager, said. An- 
dersen was released from Ross 
Hall Hospital in Glasgow yes- 
terday after suffering a fracture 
in an accidental collision. 

“Erik is out of hospital and 
wit) not be able to train for three 
weeks,” Knox said. “The frac- 
ture will be reassessed again at 
the end of the mouth when he 
will have a further check." 

Ferguson, one of three 
Rangers players booked on 
Thursday night, will serve a two- 
match ban in games against Kil- 
marnock and Dunfermline at 
Ibrox on 22 March and 5 April. 

Walter Smith, the manager, 
has already had his options re- 


stricted by the loss of Stuart Mc- 
dSebastia 


Call and Sebastian Rozcntai for 
the rest of the season, while 
Derek Mclnnes and Trevor 
Steven are not fit. Smith is 
more hopeful Richard Gough 
and Gordon Dune, who failed 
fitness tests, will be ready to re- 
turn against Dundee United 
next Wednesday. 

The champions are Gve 
points dear of Celtic in their at- 
tempt to emulate the record of 
nine successive titles set by the 
Parkhead club under the late 
Jock Stein. As well as local ri- 
valry. a crack at the European 
Champions' League is there 
for the taking and it may be that 
Rangers will be tempted into the 
transfer market with the Scot- 


tish League deadline for sign- 
ings due on 31 March. 

Successful Cup runs are not 
the exclusive preserve of min- 
nows south of the border. Two 
Scottish First Division sides 
lake on opposition from the Pre- 
mier today, hopeful that they can 
progress to a semi-final. 

Greenock MorLon face a 
home tie against Kilmarnock in 
their attempt to reach the semi- 
finals of the Cup. while Falkirk 
entertain another struggling 
top Division team, Railh. Allan 
McGraw, Morton's manager 
and the longest-serving in Scot- 
land, said: “It has certainly 
been the year of underdog in 
England." 

Bobby Williamson, the Kil- 
marnock manager, has nothing 
but admiration for his oppo- 
nent “]f the outcome of the tie 
was down to comparing the two 
managers, then Allan would win 
hands down.” he said. 

Falkirk attempt to reach to 
the last four for the first time 
since they won the trophy in 
1957. Alex Totten, their man- 
ager. said: “We’ve won tour of 
our last five games and I took 
the players away for a break this 
week at Troon tn keep us all to- 
gether. We’ve beaten Dun- 
fermline at BrockviUe and it will 
take a similar perfonm;inee if we 
are to get through against 
Raith." 

Dundee United and Moth- 
erwell look set to sell out Tan- 
nadicc with the ali-Premier 
Division tie an all-ticket affair. 
The fixture i> a repeal of the 
1991 final which Motherwell 
won 4-3. except this lime Tom- 
my McLean is manager of 
Dundee and last time he was tn 
charge at Motherwell. United 
are the form team in Scotland 
after a 13-match unbeaten run. 
but McLean said: “We are 
favourites but 1 don’t buy that." 
He added: “It is another big 
game for both sides and our al- 
titude will have to be right on 
the day." 

Hibernian meet Dunfermline 
at Easter Road in the day's only 
Premier Division fixture, with 
Hibs seeking their first home 
win since November and Dun- 
fermline looking to move fur- 
ther awav from the relegation 


zone. 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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Basketball 

MBA: Cnartoffle 152 Boston 121 tow Wash- 
09 95; A3WTW 117 PHW«prM- 

104; tjpw icrecy 102 vawouverSft (ten-. 
..tfartfOsCflpipeffiSl 


i&n&*ns <Grt 81 . C&atMj L — - -- 
• rtSrt 76 LVaccato Te» !fc36r- 

, AUB Bcmn iGe.r 77 PC Bacrtaa gP> 9& 

SK-fanel Vdan JD 8? KinderBctognB 

. iHJ &9. (ZMrabC coona Zagreb 'Cpfl 61 

SnvaOnmoM ISJOPn! 5&. V&oetoi-. PxJioli*- 

rm&X iCr: 67 . . ■ 


Cricket : - 

SffifflELD SMBD IHn* Atf <*' M«- 
M tat Soifih taOTta ZiRVWorta 72 gr j, 

PMteNewSflunwabsraiBueBr&awfcai- 

era 4ianaBa3U. for 7 W G-MWSt 65no). Ho- 

bart: Usmans 305 far 6 1R PtTOig 159) » 
QuamM. 

SUPEKSPQKT SOSES {FMtAy ot toe** Capa 

ME Hfassernttoww! 20 far 2 (MttH SOhO. 

O v MasL BtoopfanWR toeSum 

I7BMBeeanrient4'a9K Ess»mfria»*«el31 

far3fl.X0MS7, KWsssafcSOioj. Centuri- 

on NMhcintnniSMhi Timed (no/**. aW. 


ONCE 23.7; 8 R Coresfaz (SO) Senes® +2A7; 

10 M 8eftnn (S» ares» +2=17. 


Bowtft . 

wowars <ui engwiw 

mMsros-tYMto shoes mgjB mK w 

Saw flrsnruts-i « C *aftr ilattcamH 21 - 
S-,1 Biqflanre tHonn iTOfenaror « £ Sesatf 
n-WRi) 21-& MMHte 

A Borne®, ana' C Cwus nUMBnLOtJ «■ 
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Oycfirig 

TOUR OFMURCW { 
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Football 

Martin Sodanham. 47, one of Engbrnfs 

moet experienced officials, has been 

chosen to referee the Coca-Cola Cup 

ffnsf at Mtembfey on 6 Apr#. 

Six of Nottingiam Forest's seven c8- 
rectors have resigned from their posts, 

justtO <iays after the takeover of the 

slugging Premiership dub. Chairman 

Irving Horn, who steered the dub 

through the takeover; is the only sur- 

vivor. 

John Byrne, the former Republic of Ire- 

land striker; has had hs contract ter- 
minuted by the Dr Marten’s Premier 

leage side Crmfey Tbwn. the 3&year- 

oid has not plsyed this year because 
at a hamstring injury. 

Alan Utde, the manasar of \brK the dub 
chairman. Dorcas Craig, and Keith Ush- 


er, the dub secretary, have all been 

changed with rrteconauct by the FA fix- 

lowing alleged remarks to match offi- 

cials during and after last Saturday's 
Second Dmston match against Luton. 

First Drvision Bradford City have sigied 

the Australian midfielder George Kulc- 

sar from Antwerp for a six-figure fee. 

Kulcsar, 29, a member of the Australian 

nationd squad under 'ferry Venables, has 

been with the Belgium dub tor the past 

five years. 

Robbie Eade has become ihe first ever 

Wimbledon player to be named Cartng 

Player of the Month, after winning the 

award for February; 

Albania's World Cup quaffiying match- 

es a^irtst Ukraine and Germany have 
been moved from the troubled Balkan 

country to Grenada, Spam. The match- 

es a^iret Ukraine (29 March) and Ger- 
many (2 April) will be played at 
Granada's Estadio Nuevo Uss Carmenes, 


with a capacity of 15,400. Albania, 

which has been rocked by internal strife, 

has one remaining home match a&mst 

Northern Ireland on 10 September: 


Golf 

MMAYSWT OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP (Kern to 

t u rn p ud luiwtna Mcond+om* cnsUI 

L WesCMSd (GB) 64 72 l Barter IU§> 66 70. 

138 C CW*««* iUS> 70 68: H Hampno Uebani 

71 67. 139 T Nagan* (Japenl 71 68; D Howe* 

tGB) 69 70: B Gey (US) 72 67. 140 M Cura*« 

(US> 69 71: B Paimaes 72 68; M a KkAt 

IMaWy) 70 70. 


■ ■ — — * 

Howcey 

NHfH MEJTS Worid Cm Q — O B e r (KuMa 

Loawan FOMA B»sr: Pool a Aramcna 9 w*- 

land 1: Km 2 New ZoaBna 1: Belputn 7 Be- 

hras 5. a mx flne i attar ttmamw;! Korea 

9pCE 2 *v&Ttno be 3 Belpun 6; 4 Naw^eotmd 

6; S Belarus 0; 6 Kfand 0. 


Rugby Union 

Supor ifc CaMfitwy Crusaders bt Wetngum 
Humesnas 19-17. 


pm jhv l ayrfB H 
SUPER LEAEUE Second m>C Noun < 

land COBOoys 20 Pwth Wasrem Reds 22. 

AHL Ftatf net PanomEtB Eefc 10 Nonh Syd- 
ney Be*n& 


Speedway 

Stefano Alfonso, ol Edinburjji. has been 

banned for two years after tesbng pos- 

itive for cannabis in the last round of 
the 1996 Itaian Championship. The 29- 

year-old Italian plans to appeal against 

the punishment, but Edinburgh, who 


have moved to a new home base a: Ar- 

madale this winter, have told Alfonso 
they cannot wait tor the verdict on his 

appeal and will now took lor a re- 

placement. 


Tennis 

ARIZONA MEJTS TOURNAMENT IScott&daJel 

S in g hs . Memd round: C Mt«i -Sti t« C fcjuj 

(Nod 4-6 6-4 7-6. 4 Cosu •‘Spi 61 S BruFjer* 

iSpi 6-A S-7 7-S : C vwccrotf 1 I.S 1 M J ImM 

tSpi -t-6 6-3 7-6: 1 Bforwnen iSiwi dr P Fhffer 

IAuei 3-6 6-1 7-6 


t (US uulun »hMdk 6S S PendM 

i Nonron lAus) 34 32. B Tiwy 34 


31 34. 68 G I 

32. 1 ftnhw 31 3St B7 S Ufa fG» 3< 33. SOnk 

30 37. J Ha» 32 35. D U«ron 33 34. R Bias* 

33 34. 68 D Duu» 33 35. N PN» Cflm; 34 34. 

M DMOd 35 33. T Tai*s 34 34 . B Andrade 33 

35. 09 C Montpvnene iCBt 34 35. 70 F Mam 

(SAi 35 35. J Otahi Uaewl 33 37. C PWV IAusJ 

» 3S. S EBon^on IAuU 34 36. 71 W GraA IAuei 

34 37. N FetOO IBB) 36 35. 72 V Sm^h (r^fl 36 

36, D Frost (5A) 36 36. G Watt INC 34 38. J 

Psmmdc ISwe) 37 35. 73 E S 3 ISA) 38 35. 74 

S Appwy (A*a 38 36. 75 F Noe* (NO 38 39. 
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Boxing 


1 


Su&rRayleonartl has s»J that fie 
fidrt'Bgan less than a week tfter ™ . 
was stepped m five . rounds by Hector 
CanMbo. ftamng dstmoS at the fjme 
that he career is 'deOreiety «**"• 
Ufconam said on a television ?od- 
gunmert los Angeles this weeic "ws, 
4 will fight agam. I wi gpmfi to*. 


WORLD INDOOR ATHLETICS RESULTS 
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SKi HOTLINE 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Aba-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 1 80+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKI FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Cafl SKi FAX - the ski fads: 
0897300 301 


SKICODES 
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For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 
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Tilt at the title 

Keith Elliott talks to two 
pinball perfectionists, page 29 






Kipketer destroys 866 metres record 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
reports from Paris 

Wilson Kipketer generated de- 
light and disbelief in equal 
measure at the world indoor 
championships here yesterday 
by taking nearly a second off the 
world SiO metres record in his 
first round or racing, stopping 
the clock at lrnin 43.96sec. 

The Kcnyan-bom runner, rac- 
ing for his adopted country of 
Denmark, had only decided to 
enter these championships lost 
month, and when he took to the 
track foryesterdav's heal be had 
no plan to make an immediate 
attack on Paul Ereng's eight- 


year-old marie of lmin44.$teec. 
That all changed as he glanced 
up at the huge screen after his 
first 200 metres lap of die Paiafs- 
Omnisports track ;ind noticed his 
split time of 25 seconds. 

“When I saw that, and no- 
body was following me, I 
thought - OK, I have to go for 
it,” said Kipketer. who thus 
became the first athlete to claim 
the $50,000 (£31,000) bonus 
on offer for world records at this 
championships. 

Should he run faster in to- 
day’s semi-final or Sunday's fi- 
nal, he would not receive 
further bonus awards. But, un- 
less anyone else runs faster 
this weekend, he has already as- 
sured himself of a first instal- 


ment which looks certain to be 
matched by a further $50,000 for 
winning die event. 

“It is good to eliminate prob- 
lems,” he said with a broad grin. 
“Now I have only one thing to 
think about, that is wanning 
the gold medal. I do not need 
to run a world record again. 
One problem at a time... 

“It was the first time a world 
record had been beaten in the 
first round of an individual event 
at any world championships. It 
was not my plan to demolish the 
field or the record.' I set out sim- 
ply to run a safe race.” 

But his plan changed on the 
hoof as, beautifully easy in his 
movement, be took an imme- 
diate lead and drew away from 


the labouring mortals behind 
him. 

Asked if be was suprised to 
have taken such a large amount' 
off the record, Ereng had set at 
the 19S9 world indoor champi- 
onships in Budapest, Kipketer 
replied: “I could say yes or no. 
1 didn’t know I was going to 
break the world record, so yest 
I was suprised, but I was also not 
suprised because 1 have been 
[raining in the United States for 
two months with my coach 
Mike Boit and I knew 1 was in 
very good shape." 

Asked if be would have both- 
ered to run at these champi- 
onships had -prize money not 
been made available for the first 
time, hee replied: “Yes. I was 


going to race here and It doesn’t 
matter if there is money or not. 
u l think you could call that 

my perfect race because I knew 
nobody was pressurising me 
and I amid control everything. 1 * 
He would ikk be drawn on re- 
flecting upon bis bitter experi- 
ence last year, when he was, 
unable to run at the Olympics . 
because his Danish nationality 
has not been fully established: . 

After his performance in 
r unning lmin 4L83sec, the third 
fastest 800m in history, last 
season, Kipketer looks emi- 
nently capable of proving a 
point at this s umm er’s world 
championships - for which he 
is eligible - by beating the Nor- 
wegian who won the Olympic ti- 


tle in his absence, Vebjorn Ro 
daL But he did not want to talk 
too much about that yesterday 
either. 

“We cannot talk about the ' 
summer before we reach the., 
summer,” he said. "We. are 
here, we are in the winter.” 

V^tkh was a perfectly fine 
place to be here yesterday. 

■ . J ami e Baulcb and . Ashia 
Hhrisen, both of whom came to 
grief in their last appearances 
at the Palais-Omnisports three 
years ago, took confident strides 
towards their respective finals. 

- Baulch. running with the tac- 
tical assurance that he lacked.at 
the European indoor champi- 
onships here in 1994, when he 
tripped and fell in the final, won 


his opening heat in 46 J2sec. 

The 23 year-old Welshman 
admi tted that he was thinking 


‘Oh God! Here we art' again, 
Thisistbe trade’ " ■ , 

■ , Happily for' him lifr came 
through. Happily for* bis fami- 
ly, too. A party ofeig& are due 
to arrive to watth him today - 

mother, father, two. aunts, two 
nudes, his girlfriend Susannah 
" and 18-month-old son. Jay. 

- - Baulch was accompanied into 
- today’s semi-finals by Mark Hyl- 
ton, who won his heat in 47 .58. 

Hansen, back in the team on 
appeal after being left out orig- 
' inafly because she had missed 
the trials, qualified for tomor- . 


row’s triple junq> final ather firs 
attempt with 14.24 metres: 

that ended an unfortunate 
sequence in indoor champi- 
onships - she foiled to qualify 
herein 1994* did thesame at the 
1995 world indoors, and failed 
fo register a mark at last year’s 
European Indoors. ' . 

Jason Livingston’s hopes of 
winning-a medal in the 60 me- 
tres ended with a first round de- 
feat. Livingston, the first athlete 
to make a British team after re- 
turning from a four-year dop- 
ing Ban, could only manag e 
6.70sec and will have , to he 
content with his achievement in 
winning the British vest which 
he says he intends to frame. 

Results, page 31 


Ferrari set 
the target 
for rivals 


Motor racing 

DAVID TREMAYNE 
reports from Melbourne 

Relief mingled with caution 
here as the preliminary shots 
were finally fired in the battle for 
the 1997 world championship, 
which begins with tomorrow’s 
Australian Grand Prix. 

The relief came as some sort 
of perspective began to emerge 
during the first day of practice 
after the most confusing and in- 
conclusive off-season in recent 
years had thrown up far more 
questions than answers regard- 
ing the relative performances of 
the leading contenders. 

Caution might have been ex- 
pected from the drivers after en- 
vironmental protestors had 
deposited diesel oil on key cor- 
ners of the Albert Park circuit. 
However, they failed to make 
any further impact and the dri- 
vers’ reticence was evident not 
in the way they attacked the cir- 
cuit but in their interpretation 
of the first day’s running. 
Michael Schumacher finished 
the day in control by half a sec- 
ond for a Ferrari team which, 
according to the jungle drums, 
had been troubled for much of 
its testing programme. 

"Our work went according to 
plan and our aim today was to 
find a good set-up both for qual- 
ifying and for the race,” Ferrari 1 s 
sporting director, Jean TodL 
said. "But let’s not get carried 
away. We know what level of 
fuel we were carrying, but what 


about our rivals? This we wifi 
not know about for sure until 
qualifying.” 

This is a traditional uncer- 
tainty on the first day, when cars 
do not always run in full quali- 
fying trim during free practice, 
which does not- count for grid 
places. However, this year there 
is the added complication of the 
tyre war between the estab- 
lished kings of Goodyear and the 
new pretenders, Bridgestone. 

Drivers must now evaluate the 
performance of different com- 
pound tyres, and to do that 
some teams choose to run with 
a heavier fuel load, which can 
produce a misleading result by 
slowing them artificially. Having 
made their choice of tyres for free 
practice, they must thereafter 
stick with it for qualifying and the 
race. Thus it was also hard to 
draw hard and fast conclusions, 
since nobody could be quite cer- 
tain who was running what, 

“Couple that with the fuel sit- 
uation - maybe we had less than 
the others, maybe not - and 
coming first today is a mean- 
ingless prize." Schumacher ad- 
mitted. Howev er, he said it with 
the air of a man whose ma- 
chinery had surprised him. Cer- 
tainly, It surprised others. 

Schumacher's great rival and 
fellow German, Heinz-Harald 
Frenlzen, who has replaced 
Damon Hill in the dominant 
William s-Renauk team, barely 
had time to savour the achieve- 
ment of lapping faster than his 
colleague Jacques ViUeneuve 
for the first time, when Schu- 






Michael Schumacher on his way to setting the fastest time yesterday on the first day of practice for tomorrows Australian Grand Prix m Melbourne 


Photograph: AJlsport 


macher beat his best time by 
half a second. 

“it’s pretty nice to be that for 
up the order," Frentzen grinned 
in acknowledgement of the 
plaudits, but he was not about 
to let anything go to his head. 
“It’s very early right now. Fri- 
day is a day just for sorting all 
the things like tyres out. I don't 
think the times matter.” 


However, Vflleneuve’s final 
lap was significantly quicker 
than Schumacher's at the two in- 
termediate measurement points. 
The 25-year-old Canadian, 
favourite for the title after fin- 
ishing second to Hill last season, 
made two errors in the final seg- 
ment and watched the best lap 
time slip away. 

HflJ’s under-developed TWR 


Arrows Yamaha is dearly no 
match yet for his old team’s quick 
new cars, but he remained philo- 
sophical. Relaxed, and outwardly 
resigned to the need to pay fur- 
ther dues before he can push 
himself back to the respectable 
end of the grid, the wond cham- 
pion even found time to joke 
when his specially tailored dri- 
ving seat was delayed in customs. 


“First I lose my seat at 
Williams," he said, “and now I 
lose my Arrows seat as weD.” 

Until a gearbox failure 
brought him to a premature halt 
in the morning Hill had mo- 
mentarily set the fastest time in 
the early running when his 
Bridgestone tyres were at their 
best against lhe Goodyears of 
the Williams and Ferrari drivers. 


He expressed himself happy 
with 13th fastest time overall, 
which was rather better than 
some had predicted for a car 
that has suffered persistent 
teething troubles. “In all hon- 


Hfll will not have missed an- 
other noteworthy performance, 
however. Ralf Schumacher 
lapped within a second of his 
brother’s fastest rime to take 
fifth place, in the 6Ute corap a- 


esty I think that if we can qual- ' ny of Jean Alesi and Wleneuve, 
ify two and a half seconds away driving the unproved Jordan- 
from the front of the grid that Peugeot that Hill turned down 
would be a good result for us in favour of the Arrows, 
right now," he said- HiU interview, page 28 


Everton poised to clinch £5m Bilic signing 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Everton were last night rushing 
through the £5m transfer of 
West Ham’s Sluven Bilic in time 
to have the centre-half signed 
before the transfer deadline. 
The 2S-year-oId Croatian in- 


ternational met Goodison Park 
officials last night after deciding 
to leave Upton Park following 
talks earlier in the day. exploit- 
ing an escape clause in his con- 
tract in preference for a deal 
worth an estimated £lm a year. 

Everton are keen to have B2- 
ic’s signature quickly as they will 
need to process a work permit 


application before he can play. 
However, that should be 
arranged in the three weeks left 
for signings eligible to play this 
season. 

The Newcastle manager 
Kenny Dalglish yesterday tried 
to play down reports of a train- 
ing ground argument with 
David Gina la. The 15-minute 


confrontation was witnessed by 
fans on Thursday. 

“The players sat on the grass 
and we had a meeting,” 
Dalglish said yesterday. “Ginote 
was one of the players lhaL was 
spoken to but we're not going 
to disclose what’s involved in 
discussions between myself and 
players.” 


The Football Association has 


land coach Glenn Hoddle has 
set up a crisis meeting with Pre- 
miership managers. 

Hoddle was reported to have 
planned a summit with Alex 
Ferguson, Kenny Dalglish and 
Roy Evans in an attempt to 
avoid the withdrawal of many 


of his players from this sum- 
mer’s internationals. 

“Although the England man- 
ager talks with all dub managers 
on a regular basis, there is no 
planned summit,” an FA 
spokesman said. Arsfene 
Wenger, the Arsenal manager, 
said yesterday that any of his 
players selected would take part 
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Crystal Palace and Norwich 
have both been fined £40.000 
for the 21-player brawl at Car- 
row Road in December. The 
two First Division dubs admit- 
ted to a charge of “failing to 
control their players” and apol- 
ogised unreservedly to the Fbot- 
ball Association. 

The match referee, Kevin 
Lynch, described the incident at 
the time as the worst he had 
seen in professional football. 

The Crystal Palace chairman, 
Ron Noaoes, said: “The hearing 
was fair and I think we gat a good 
deaf.” The FA committee 
watched video and photographic 
evidence before concluding that 
the dubs should be fined rather 
than docked points. 

The FA spokesman. Steve 
Double, said: “The financial 


punishments we have levied 
are not unsubs tantial and 
today’s case will hopefully be a 
deterrent.” 

The deterrent comes too late 
for Chesterfield and Plymouth, 
who both face an identical 
charge following the brawl dur- 
ing their game at Saltergate last 
month. Four players were sent 
off in the incident. 

The FA have said they will take 
“seriously” any complaint made 
to them by the Portsmouth strik- 
er Paul Hall over alleged racist 
remarks made to him by Man- 
chester CSy's Eddie McGoldrkk. 
Hail claims McGoldiick abused 
him during Wednesday’s 1-1 
draw at Maine Road and has re- 
ported the Republic of Ireland 
international to the police, bui 
not, so far, to the FA. 


23 Greek character exercises 
in the shade (5) 
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25 Very gripping movie? (9) 
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Haw many times have you arrived at the 
airport to find your journey isn't Overt ' 
You're tn3m from the ce ntre of town and 
you tore to wait ages for a ten. 
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IMAGE OF . As our gardening expert Anna Pavord puls it; l l wouldn't go as far as to say spring has arrived ... but it sure as heif feels as if it isn’t winter any more.' Certainly these crocuses on a hillside near 
THE WEEK Tredegar, Wales, testifies to that spring feeling. Photograph by Andrew Buurman, using a Canon EOS 10, 35mm lens, 4,000th second at f5.6. To order a print of this picture phone 0171-293 2534 
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W e are-part of a world system, t he 
working of which is no longer 
compatible with either demoo-' 
racy or peace. If we wantlhem, . 
we must change the world sys- 1 
icm. We must change it swiftly, for if we wait, 
the initiative will be in the hands of those to ' 
whom neither democracy nor peace is an ideal 
charged with meaning. 

The world system that is destroying hope in 
the world is capitalism. That it means the 
destruction of democracy, Italy and Germany are 
there to show. That it means war,' Manchuria and ■ 
.Abyssinia and Spain are there to bear their tragic 
witness. . . 

It is capitalism that has caused world depres- 
sion. It is capitalism that has created the dis- 
tressed areas. It is capitalism that is piling up vast 
armaments now for the war whoso shadow 
hesLrides our lives. It is capitalism that divides: 
our people into the two nationsof rich and poor. > 
Either we must defeat capitalism or we shill be •: 
defeated by it. 

The defeat of capitalism depends upon the 
unity of the working class. If its forces, are 
divided, as in Italy and Germany, h is defeated 
in detail. A united working class can take the 
offensive. It has the massed power out of which . 
courage and hope are bom. It is able to take the 
initiative from its opponents’ hands. It is able to : 
irh-c direction to its effort. A united working class 
can go forward to a defined goal, ft can move 
on central positions. It has none of the doubts 
which, through hesitation and compromise,' 
lead straight to defeat. " , 

The Labour movement of this country has 
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The great and good of New Labour 
and the old Left paid £50 a head to 
attend a parly at a fashionable London 
hotel to celebrate 60 years of the 
Labour newspaper ‘Tribune’. This is 
the statement of intent by first editor, 
William Mellor, published in 1937 


,:5oqght.again and again, since 1919, to find terms 
of compromise witii its opponents, and thus 
accepted the “inevitability of gradualness”. It has 
insisted that there are no lessons for ourselves 
in the experience of continental peoples. It has 
declared that “it can’t happen here”. It has tried 
to purchase peace by agreement It has even tried 
: fee policy of partial surrender. 

Once at every, point it has given up the ini- 
tiative, capitalism has ruthlessly beaten down its 
standard of life in the interest of private profit 
We. do not blame' capitalism for this; it is the 
- inherent logic of its system. 

"But we must draw from our experience the les- 
son that, without the initiative in our hands, we 
shall be beaten as the Italian and German work- 
ing classes have been beaten. And there can be 
no working-class initiative without working- 
class unity. . . 

A so-called National Government has taken 
advantage of these divisions to move in the direc- 
tiem of Fasdsm. As the crisis deepens, it will fake 
further advantage of theoL 

As it has been in domestic policies, so it has 
been also in the international field. The League 
of Nations is dead, killed by the National Gov- 
ernment. They are now doing a cynical deal with 
the Fascist conquerors of Abyssinia. Their pol- 


icy of non-intervention has made of Spain a 
shambles in which the Spanish working class are 
the victims ... 

All is built upon the same iron necessity - cap- 
italism must find markets in which profit can be 
made. And since national states are Lhe pawns 
in the capitalist game, their citizens must be 
killed, on the battlefield and in air raids, that the 
owners of the instruments of production may 
make the profit. 

It is this which has made the Labour move- 
ment socialist, ft is this that has led it to insist 
that we can no longer patch up the capitalist sys- 
tem. We know now that there need be no want, 
no poverty, no means test, no devastated areas. 
They exist because capitalism exists; they are the 
price we pay for its continuance. 

And the longer it continues, the more intense 
it will become. Its contradictions now can be 
resolved only by abandoning all the gains the 
working class has made this 100 years. They have 
gpne in Italy and Germany. They are threatened 
in Spain. In France they have been checked only 
by the union of working-class forces. 

Here, they are threatened too. British capi- 
talism is on the dole. It sucks the life blood of 
the state for its maintenance ... 

If we will the end of capitalism, we must will 
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the means to socialism. The first step to that end 
is a united working-class movement, active in 
challenge and attack. Fighting for immediate 
objectives, fighting againsf reaction and Fascism. 
It must mobilise the workers now for day-to-day 
struggle against the means test, for higher 
wages, for the 40-hour week, forwork in the most 
distressed areas. 

It must work to bring into power a working- 
class government pledged to put into operation 
a workers’ programme, swiftly, decisively, dras- 
tically. 

That means immediate nationalisation of the 
banks. It means nationalisation of coal and 
power, land and the means of transport. It means 
the immediate nationalisation of the arms indus- 
try. It means the abolition of the means test. It 
means a great housing programme. It means the 
withdrawal of the aged from industry with pen- 
sions. adequate to a decent life at 60. It means 
raising the school leaving age to 16 with foil 
maintenance allowances. It means a drastic 
upward revision of the scales of the unemployed 
until, by socialist planning, they are reabsorbed 
into work. 

On the international from, it means real col- 
lective security. We must give the republican gov- 
ernment of Spain its legal right to arms. We must 
tell the Fascist powers that the limit of their 
aggression has been reached. 

We must join with France and the Soviet 
Union to resist their piecemeal threat to the 
remaining democracies of the world. As they are 
prepared to disarm. But as they threaten peace, 
so we shall defend it For a workers' government 

Hither we go forward now to socialism or there 
will be widespread retrogression to that Fascist 
barbarism into which the larger part of Europe 
has been plunged. For the Hitlers and Musso- 
linis cannot afford to wait; their grim gamble 
demands conquest or disaster. 

Our Baldwins and Edens cannot shuffle and 
evade the issues they pose. The Labour move- 
ment must choose. It has now come to the turn- 
ing-point of its history. 
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Forget 42; the answer is 103 


William Hartston unravels the true significance of six characters in search of a number 


T he most significant moment in 
next Monday’s television prog- 
ramme For the Love of ... 
Numbers comes dose to the end, 
when Don StaUybrass. an astrologer and 
poet, is asked when he first became 
fascinated by the number 41 *Tt was 18 
May 1993," he replies with unexpected 
precision, “when I saw this article by 
William Hartston in The independent.” 

Well. I'm terribly sorry to have to 
admit iL but it's time to come dean. The 
answer to Life, the Universe and 
Everything is not 42 after all. It's 103 and 
I cun prove it. But first, the programme. 

For the Love of... Numbers (Channel 4, 
midnight Monday 10 March) begins with 
six characters who have found the secret 
of the mystery of life. All you have to do, 
it seems, is pick a number - almost any 
number will do - and wait for it to turn 
up on a passing bus. newspaper or hotel 
room. If you pick a small number, you’ll 
soon be deluged with coincidences. If you 
choose a large number, you get fewer 
hits, but the feeling of joy when your 
number occurs is immeasurably greater. 

The superstitious sextet begin by 
introducing themselves and telling us 
their numbers. There is Gerald Suster. 
whose favourite number is 93 (though be 
later admits that his own number is in 
fact 419) which was a number of great 
significance in the life of the occultist 
Aleister Crowley, a biographical subject 
of Mr Suster. He's very impressed that 
we're 93 million miles from the sun, but 
must be disappointed by kilometres. 

Then there's Nigel Bourne, a pagan is t 
and musician, and Chris Gutteridge, a 
nasal youth with a skimpy beard, both of 
whom share the number 23- Graham 
Roos has a busier life, being fond of two, 
seven and II, while Meg Pringle 
Adamson's number is five, “the number 
of freedom and expansion" - and she 
should know, because she writes 
personality reports on people based on 
numerological aspects of their names and 
dates of birth. 

Don “42“ StaUybrass was initially 
impressed when he read in this paper of 
the apparently coincidental occurrences 
of the number in various ancient religions 
and in the works of Lewis Carroll, all 
long before Douglas Adams discovered 
42. Mr StaUybrass is now very fond of ail 
multiples of his chosen number, 
especially 588. (you'll find a StaUybrass 
on page’ 588 of the Brighton phone 
directory, incidentally, and the joy he felt 
at being allocated room 588 in a Vienna 
hotel cannot be described.) 

Anyway, with Jon Ronson acting the 
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pan of a hyper-gullible, totally laid-back 
presenter, these si 


six participants engage in 
energetic and portentous chat about their 
numbers- saying things such as: “The 
universe is predicated upon number”, 
and “23 always seems to come up in my 
experience when there's a random factor 
disrupting order“ (23. incidentally, crops 
up a good deal in various episodes of The 
Simpsons), or “Nine, of course, is the 
moon number, the number of change." 

"Of course" is one of those phrases 
that they all use in a rather different way 
from the rest of us. In the language of 
numerology, “of course” appears to mean 
“what I am about to say is totally 
unsustainable by any known form of 


logic”. Another such word is “interesting* 
which is used in the sense of “mind- 


boggltngly dull". 


Often, the conversation gives the 
impression of being conducted by six 
blinkered number-fetishists, each running 
in his or her own lane oblivious of all 
numbers other than their own. Except for 
the two 23s who occasionally make 
contact with each other, and Mr two- 
seven-1 1 who is veering about ail over the 
track. The seventh participant, the 
presenter, really should have been a little 
more critical, if only to give the others 
something to gang up againsL As it is. 
they spend too much time nodding 
conspira rorially at each other and smugly 
sharing the delights of mystic enlight- 
enment. 

Seven, of course, is a very spiritual 
number. A recent (unpublished) com- 
munication to our letters page contained 
the top half tom from our front page of 
Tuesday. 25 February, annotated with 


arithmetical calculations. The number of 
that edition of the paper was 3.229: 
3+2+2+9=16 and 1+6=7. Now, seven 
is also the number of letters in “Tuesday" 
and “Weather" both of which occurred 
just below the masthead. Just below that, 
drawing attention to the “Analysis" fea- 
ture inside, were the words, “Who cares 
if the sky is falling", which, if you add 
together the letters in each of its words, 
gives 3+5+2+3+3+2+7=25 and 
2+5=7 again. The headline “The King's 
Road irregulars versus the jungle rebels" 
contains 45 letters (4+3=7) and the sub- 
heading “Security firm hired to end 
guerrilla war" has 34 letters (3+4=7). 
Even Colin Wheeler's cartoon (note the 
seven letters in “Wheeler", incidentally) 
had a 34-letter speech bubble. And it 
was. after all. 25 February (2+5=7). 

We do not know precisely why ihe 


letters editor chose not to publish this 
chilling information. It may have been 
that it arrived anonymously - just an 
annotated tom sheet of newspaper in an 
envelope - or it may have been on the 
verv reasonable grounds that the year is 
1997 and 1+9+9+7=26 and 2+6=8. 
Had it happened last year, we’d have 
been delighted, but since the first of 
January we’ve been collecting only eights. 
Anyway, it's good to know that there are 
people out there adding up the numbers 
of letters in aQ the words on our front 
page in search of enlightenment. i 

Neither seven nor eight, however, is 
the real answer. And neither is 42. Ihe 
true answer came to me in a flash while 
watching a preview tape of next Mon- 
day’s programme. Take the numbers 
given by each of the six participants when 
introducing themselves at the beginning 
and add them aH together, and you get 
93+5+2+7+11+42+23+23 which gives 
a total of 206. Now 206 equals two times 
103. Remember that. . 

Now take the word “bullshit” and add 
together the positions in the alphabet of 
its lettere: 2+21 + 12+12+19+8+9+20. 
What’s the answer? Why, it’s 103 again. 
And finally, what is the date on which 
this highly significant programme is to be 
broadcast? Tbe 10th of March. That’s the 
10th day of the third month. 103 again. 
Uncanny. 

Of course, diehard fortytwoists will 
doubtless point out that if you add the 
one and the three of 103 you get four, 
and if you subtract the one from the 
three you get two, which brings us back 
to 42. Yet there can be little doubt which 
of 103 and 42 has the primary role in this 
calculation, and which emerges as a mere 
corollary of numerological truth. 

In view of our evident culpability in 
promoting the cult of fortytwoism on 
various occasions over the past few years, 
and with particular apologies to Mr 
StaUybrass, we feel that the least we can 
do is to offer our limited services to help 
in the promotion of the new religion of 
l03ism. 

If any potential converts have details of 
remarkable sightings of the number 103 
or its multiples, we shall be pleased to 
hear from them. Contributions (no prizes 
in this world; this is a divine calling) to: 
The Games Page, The' Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
El 4 5DL. Mark the envelope “103" in a 
manner that will not confuse the 
postman. We shall collate replies and 
report back at a later date. 

Finally, and as a cautionary tale, we 
end with a little munerological game 
played on viewers by Jon Ronson at the 
eri d of Monday" s programme: 

Think of a whole number between one 
and nine. Multiply it by nine. If your 
answer has two digits, add them together. 
Subtract five from your answer. Now 
work out which letter occupies the 
position in the alphabet given by your 
answer. Think of a country beginning 
with that letter. Take the second letter of 
the name of that country. Now think of 
an animal beginning with that letter. 
Imagine the colour of that animaL 

Are you now thinking of a grey 
elephant from Denmark? No? Well, 
□either did I. In (act I ended up with a 
brownish jerboa from Djibouti. Which 
just goes to show that this rnunber- 
ological nonsense doesn’t work for 
everyone. 


Games people play 

Pandora Mefly teams the indirect joy of chess 


Brian SeweB, art critic of the 

London Events Standard 


I haven't played rugby since I was 
26 or 27, and I gave up tennis two 
years ago when I had my first 
heart attack. I fed unsure about 
returning to it, and I stopped 
skiing for the same reason. Those 
were my three physical games, 
and I feel that an important part 
of my life has come to an end. 

Now, board games: chess is 
something I mjght still play if I . 
could find a partner who was bad 
enough. I find that chess is very 
useful when travelling alone in 
Turkey. If you are stuck at a bus 
station, or in a dingy little village 
with no bus at all, with hours to 
kill before bed, take yourself to 
the nearest teahouse. Order a 
glass of tea, and another of Raki - 
the fearsome Thrkish equivalent ■ 
of Ouzo, and set up a chess 
problem. Within seconds, Turks 
will appear. They won’t play chess 
with you. but it starts a 
conversation. 

1 did this once and someone 
asked: “Can I practise my English 


with you?” His first question was: 
“How many princesses have you 
slept witbr So now you see the 
point of chess. After: that, of 
course^ there follows an orgy of 
tea-drinking and tric-irac playing, 
during which one learns a little 
Turkish and teaches a little 
English, and so chess has served 
its purpose. 

As for card games, at these I m 
hopeless. And should I ever be 
compelled to make up a fourth at 
anything - and heaven forfend 
that it should be bridge - 1 have to 
have the rules explained at every 
response. I'm really such a 
n uisanc e to the other players that 
they soon give up and turn to 
drink. 


Fortnum & Mason s Turkish 
Delight is imported directly from 
Turkey in a traditional wooden box 
containing rose, lemon, pistachio, 
almond, honey and apricot 
flavours. £9.50 for 454g (orders, 
0171^65-3666). 

Tric-trac is a variation of 
backgammon using pegs as well as 
pieces. 


Don’t junk it ... use it 

Personalised personal organisers from cereal packs 








Score along these fines 1.5 cm apart 


Forget Filofax: here’s a way to make a child's (or eccentric adult's) 
personal notebook from discarded packets. 

Fust pick a cardboard container with a design and product that you 
feel reflect your personality. Personally, I opt for the JetFill Premium 
Cartridge Refill pack, but you may prefer com flakes or apple pie. 
Open the pack out flat as shown in the diagram above, with the front 
and back of the original carton connected by what was a side edge. 

That side edge will form both the spine of your organiser and the 
holder for its pages. Cut the cardboard to whatever size you require. 

Now score two lines down the middle section as shown. These will be 

folded, as m the 



second diagram, to 
produce the ridge 
which will be used 
to secure the pages. 

You may choose 
to conceal i he 
package design in 
the interior of the 
organiser, as shown, 
or display it proudly 
on the outside. Fold 
along the scored 
lines, stick the ridge 
shut with glue or 


double-sided tape, punch two boles in it and that's all there is to iL 
When you come to load it with paper, you can use a plastic paper- 
securing device, available from all esoteric stationers, but I find that a 
shoelace does the trick just as well and is available from any good shoe. 


Bawn O’Beime-Ranetagh 



Chess William Hartston 


concise crossword 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Backgammon Chris Bray 
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Joseph Ncy Babson ( 1852- 
192^) bequeathed to the 
world of chess problemists 
a challenge - known as the 
Babson Task - that was to 
keep them occupied for 
more fhan 50 years after 
his death. The task was to 
compose a problem in 
which White and Black 
l>oth have a pawn on the 
seventh rank, and in reply 
to four variations in which 
the black pawn promotes 
to queen, rook, bishop and 
knight. White must 
promote to the same piece 
in each case to force mate. 

Babson had done it in a 
non-standard problem - a 
self-mate where White had 
to force Black to give mare 
- but composers despaired 
over attempts to do it in 
the standard. White to play 
and mate in n, format. 

For fifty years the 
Babson task was thought 
impossible, but in 1983 the 
Russian Leonid Jarosh 
cracked it. The diagram 
shows his extraordinary 
composition. It is White to 
piay and mate in four. 


The first move is l.a7! 
setting up the mechanism. 
After l...axbl(Ol White 
plays 2.axbS(Q)! Qxb2 
(giving the king an escape 
square on d3) 3.Qxb3f 
Qxal 4.Rxf4 mate. 

After l-.axbl(R), 
2.axb8(Ql? Rxb2 3.Qxb3 is 
stalemate: but White plays 
2.axb8|R)! Rxb2 3.Rxb3 
Ksc4 4.Qa4 mate. 

Still more tricky is 

1.. .axbl(B). when Black 
introduces the idea of Be4 
into the defence. The only- 
wav to defeat it is 
2.axb8(B)! Be4 3.Bxf4! 
Bxa8 4.Bc5 (or Be3j mate. 

The last thematic 
variation is l...axbl(N) 

2. axbS(N)‘ Nxdl 3.Qcl 
Nc4 (otherwise 4.Rxf4 will 
be mate) 4.Nc6 mate. 

Finally, and somewhat 
messily, we have to fill in 
the details of the mates if 
Black does not promote 
his pawn at the first move: 

1.. .Qxd8+ !Kg7! Qc7 

3. dS=Q+ QxdS 4.Rxf4: or 

1.. .Qc5 2.Bxe7 Qd6 3.Nxdd 
axbl(Q) 4.Bxf6 mate; or 

1.. .QxaS 2.Rxf4+ Oe4 
3.a8=0 Qstf4 4.Qd5 mate: 
or l-.Odb 2.Rel Qe5 (to 
stop Rc4 mate) 3.Nxe5 
fxe5 4.Re4 mate. 

The magnitude of this 
achievement (and the fact 
that Yarosh went on to 
publish a slightly simpler 
version soon after) must 
make this a candidate for 
the Greatest Problem of 
Ail Time award. 


nr Independent , 

logics to readers who did not receive a copy of the mag-j 
te last weekend* This was due to technical problems. 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 


1 Woodland god (5) 


id god 

4 Number of Muses (4) 

8 Radio-active element 

17) 

9 falter (5) 

L0 Conceal (4) 

11 Ambled (8) 

12 OAF (6.7) 

15 Neighbouring (8) 

17 Young animal (4) 

20 Alcoholic drink (5) 

21 Food parcels? (7) 

22 Nurse (4) 

23 Decoys (5) 


1 Substitute (5-2) 

2 Catch on (4) 

3 Means of changing 
channels (6,7) 

4 Gwent town (7) 

5 Work of fiction (5) 

6 A great deal (4) 

7 English poet {o) 

12 Perish from hunger (6) 

13 Stand of fruit trees (7) 

14 Ardent (7) 

16 Estimate (5) 

15 Seethe (4) ■ 

19 Six balls (4) 


Sotaflu to ye ste rday's Conrfse Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Lighters. 5 Heir (Light asair). 9 Place. 10 Ukraine, 
1 Triumphant 14 < 


iphanc, 14 Chrysanthemum. 16 Oppression. 20 Regalia, 21 
Wheat. 22 Meek. 23 Hydrated. DOWN: 1 Lipstick, 1 Glaciers, 3 
Therm, 4 Rough-and-ready. 6 Eat, 7 Reef. 8 Drench. 12 Imminent, 
13 Emanated 15 Supply. 1 7 Sewer. 18 Tram, 19 Ogle. 


Game all; dealer South 
North 

♦ 832 
S7K5 

0 A 10 7 65 3 
♦A 5 

West East 

♦J 4K54 

r?J 9 8 742 S>10 

OK J 9 8 OQ4 

♦J 10 4Q987642 

South 

♦AQ 10976 
<?AQ63 
02 

♦ K 3 


Well pleased with the result of his 
safety play in his spade slam on 
this deal. South lost his 
concentration and missed a not 
too difficult way of improving his 
chan res. It happens to us all ... 

South opened 1 ♦ and rebid 
2*7 over his partner’s response of 
20. 

North gave jump preference 
with a limit bid of 3 + and 
Blackwood led to the small slam. 
West led G) against Six Spades 
and declarer won in hand. He 
followed with the standard play 
of ♦ A. guarding against a 


singleton honour in West's hand 
and obviating any guesswork. 

When ♦ J felt, it was clear that 
there was only one trump trick to 
be lost and the only problem lay 
in coping with South’s losing 
heart. As a second round of 
trumps might allow East to play a 
third. South attempted to cash 
two top hearts. Unlucky! East 
ruffed the second and still had 
♦ Kto come. 

Can you see what South 
missed? 

It would hardly have cost him 
to have cashed O A at trick three 
and follow by ruffing a diam ond 
in hand When the missing 
diamonds prove to be no wotse 
than 4-2, declarer can afford to 
lead ♦ Q from hand Now, if East 
bolds off; it is perfectly safe to 
cash the two top hearts for all 
that East can come to is a trick 
with his king of tramps. So, 
suppose that East takes his king 
and leads a third trump. Declarer 
can win with dummy’s eight, ruff 
another diamond in hand, and 
still has S?K and ♦Aon the 
table as entries to establish and 


enjoy a long diamond for a 
>ftb< 


discard of the losing bean. 


Perplexity 


Mixed Doubles 


Sneer sated eel being hours 
rammed. 


Chambers 21st Century 
Dictionary. Answers to: " 


Perplexity, TV Independent , 

e, Canary Wharf, 


The above sentence conceals 
three answers. All you have to do 
to find them is to group the six 
words into three pairs, then 
rearrange the letters within each 
pair. The sender of the first 
correct answer opened on 19 
March will win a copy of the new 


1 Canada Square, 
London E14 5DL. 


22 February answers: . 

Anne Boleyn (ennoble any), 
Jane Seymour (same journey ), 
Catherine Parr (preacher train) 


Winner: Rosemary Russell 
(Melton Mowbray) 



We return to the game where we left off last week. 
White on roll - should he double? Should Black take 
or drop? 

Edward O Thorpe is famous in the world of 
blackjack for his theories, published in Beat the Dealer. 
What is less well known is that he also studied 
backgammon, and developed a formula for accurately 
evaluating racing positions which takes into account 
distributional features as wed as the pip count. 

Calculate the leader’s (L) adjusted pip count as 
follows: 

(1) Calculate the normal pip count (2) Add two for 
each remaining man. (3) Add one few each man on the 
(-point (4) Subtract one for each point in the home 
board with at least one man on iL (5) Add 10 per cent' 
to the total if it is less than 30. 

Do the same for the trailer (T) but omit step (5). 

If T > L-2 the leader should double. 

If.T > L-l the leader should redouble. If T > L+2 the 
trailer shoiddpass. 

In the problem above. White’s count is 3 85 
(21+16+2-4+3.5). Black’s count is.38 (29+12+0 - 3). 
Thus, according to Thorpe's formula. White should 
double, ami Black should take. Gieddng against the . 

- Sconyeft CD of bear-off positions shows this to be the 
correct answer. 

Thorpe’s formula is remaricaWy accurate for this type 
of position, and it fails only when it comes up against 
really strange distributions. 

.. Use of Thoipe’s formula will strengthen your 
doubling decisions in races and bear-offs. In the 
chouette from which this position was taken White, the 
bos; redoubled to 4.Two of my team-mates passed, the 
other tiro of us took and we were rewarded when we . 
threw a timelyset of double fives on the last tolL 


TURN TO PAGE 31 ... for the weather, sky at night, Jasper Rees on TV, Robert Hanks on radio and Damien Hurts' cartoon saga of artistic an=st 
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Old Vic’s 
master of 
disguise 


hen 

Michael 
Penning- 
ton was 
just 11, he 
was taken 
to the Old Vic theatre in Lon- 
don - “dragged there”, as he 
recalls, “because I knew it was 
going to be boring” - plonked 
in a seat and told to watch 
Macbeth, as impersonated by 
Paul Rogers. The effect was 
amazing. Countless early Bar- 
dophiles have said, as he now 
says, “It changed my life", but 
in Pennington's case it's liter- 
ally true. It was like Ruth 
Lawrence being given her first 
sum, Ryan Giggs encountering 
his first spherical object, 
Mozart hearing B fiat major in 
his col Pennington went to the 
next production (John Neville 
in Richard Of) and the next 
and... “They were doing all 
the Shakespeares here in 1954, 
so by the time 1 was 14 or 15, 
Td seen the lot. It thrilled me. 
But it was completely un- 
brainy. It was fay”. 

From that day, Pennington 
has devoted the major part of 
his life to the works of the 
Avon swan. If his name and 
face are not as well known as 
his classical peers (Ian Mc- 
Kellen, say, or Alan Howard), 
it's because he has remained 
so grimly true to the stage. His 
career suggests a man in the 
grip of an obsession, drenched 
and drowned in Shakespeari- 
ana. He played Hamlet in a 
student production when at 
Cambridge in 1964, and went 
directly from university to 
Stratford, has played every 
Shakespearean male lead 
except Romeo, co-founded the 
English Shakespeare Com- 
pany in 1986 with Michael 
Bogdanov, the well-known 
critic-abuser, and toured their 
epic conflation of the history 
plays all over the known world 
under the title The Wars of, the 
Roses. He's written a book 
about the ESC and a notably 
convincing and sensitive study 
called Hamlet: A User's Guide. 
Without actually changing his 
name to Will, and acquiring an 
Elizabethan ruff and a pointy 
beard, it’s hard to see how Mr 
Pennington can more force- 
fully express his interest in 
our finest poet and dramatist. 

He’s also, however, been at 
pains to reinterpret the Bard 
for new generations and com- 
plexions of theatre audience - 
the young, the working-class, 
the criminal, the Third World, 
the disadv antaged... “The best 
Twelfth Sigfu I ever saw." he 
explains, “was in a school pro- 
duction at Westminster, 
because the innocence of the 
performing was wonderful. 
And though it’s heresy for an 
actor to say this, the ESC did 
a production of The Tempest in 
Maidstone Prison, with two 
professional actors and a cast 


of lifers, which is easQy the best 
Tempest I’ve ever seen. It’s a 
play, of course, that's centrally 
concerned with freedom and 
imprisonment. Sometimes the 
crudeness or amateurishness 
of the playing affects me more 
than any more sophisticated 
treatment can. Just as the 
Shakespeare canon I saw in 
the mid-Fifties, though it was 
probably crudely done, and we 
might curl our lip at it now, it 
probably comes closer to the 
blood and thunder of what 
Shakespeare really is...” 

Hmmm. Does Mr Penning- 
ton comes across as a little too 
evangelical, as the kindly vicar 


<1 think 
tongues are 
cheating when 
it comes to 
stage kissing. 
The audience 
can’t see it... 
Playing love 
scenes is daft 
anyway? 


surveying the amateur- 
dramatics society and mutter- 
ing “Ah, bless them...”? That 
wouldn't be right. In the flesh, 
he seems without affectation, 
an unusually clever, thought- 
ful and articulate chap, none 
of which adjectives can be 
generally applied across the 
acting profession. His days as 
a dashing romantic lead (fair- 
to-blond curls swept back from 
his handsome face and mile- 
high forehead) have crept past, 
leaving him. at 53. looking a bit 
lean and shrunken, his sharp 
eyes hooded by Garfield lids. 
His drily musical. Alec 
McCowen-ish voice is accom- 
panied by a lot of graceful, 
actorish hand gestures, but 
nothing that would prompt a 
rebuke (“And do not saw the 
air thus...”) from Pblonius. 
He is the very model of a pro- 
fessional actor, dependable 
and competent but perhaps 
less disposed towards pas- 
sionate risks than here- 
tofore. And thus he seems the 
right man to play Henry 
Trebell MP, the lead role in 
Harvey’ Granville Barker’s 
1926 play Waste, which kicks 
off the Peter Hall rep com- 
pany’s new season at the Old 
Vic next week. 

He has. of course, played 
dozens of non-Bard roles in his 
career (Chekhov Is a special- 


ity). But committing himself to 
Sir Peter’s rep company for a 
long season - he will also be 
appearing as Trigorin in The 
Seagull and Sir John Brute in 
Vanbrugh’s The Provok ’d Wife 
- is a statement of intent for 
Pennington. It means he's back 
in town, disdaining television 
* and movies and touring and 
even Shakespeare, commit- 
ting himself to the open stage 
and expanding his range of 
roles. “I do count myself lucky 
to have done all that Shake- 
speare,” he says, “but I've 
always been a character actor 
by instinct a disguiser rather 
than a self-promoter. When I 
first went to Stratford, 1 was 
always saying, T don’t want to 
play the student or the lover, 
can I play the guy’s father of 
the tractor hand or some- 
thing?’” He is proudest of 
having hoofed and sung as 
Archie Rice, the “saloon-bar 
Priapus” in Osborne's The 
Entertainer at the Hampstead 
Theatre. And he was pleased 
with the huge risk of Strider 
the Story of a Horse , at the 
National, in which he played 
the eponymous equine, getting 
inside the role by spending two 
gruelling hours a day learning 
prancing and dressage at the 
bane. 

And now there’s Waste, a 
drama with reassuringly 
Shakespearean ambitions. It’s 
politics mi idealism, in which 
Hemy Hebei I, an indepen- 
dent MP and intellectual 
superman, is wooed into a 
new Labour government and 
promised a seat in Cabinet on 
the understanding that he will 
steer through Parliament a bill 
for the disestablishment of the 
Church of England. But the 
repercussions of an affair with 
a loose-cannon married 
Catholic woman start to wreck 
everything, even when the 
Prime Minister tries to smooth 
it all over. It's a very wordy, 
brittle and Shavian piece of 
work, in which everyone talks 
political shop, everyone 
schemes in tuxedos and very 
long sentences, and the air is 
thick with moral trimming. 

“Barker is as good as Shaw 
I think,” says Bennington, “line 
by line and scene by scene. He 
hasn't any of that vanity and 
show-off quality that Shaw 
has. And I think I understand 
why he’s not as big as Shaw; it’s 
because his writing is so... 
chaste. His political arguments 
are very thorough. He doesn’t 
stop hallway through with a 
joke, as Shaw would. He 
doesn't simplify. He asks that 
you listen." He gave a small 
sigh, “and he’s provided the 
least commercial title of the 
century. Shaw would have 
called it “A Statesman and a 
Scandal" or “Too Pretty to be 
Good", or something. 

The role of Henry - a 
smarter 1926 Cecil Parkinson 





John Walsh 

meets... 

Michael 

Pennington 


- is hard to get in focus: he's 
a man who is, by turns, astute, 
unworldly, passionate, reclu- 
sive, a cold fish, a ladies’ man, 
a political visionary, a political 
pragmatist... Pennington rises 
to the challenge by playing him 
with a near-permanent crinkiy- 
eyed grin which only cracks 
when someone yells in his 
face. I said I thought he was 
miscast. Did he have a clear 
sense of Henry' s character? 

“I’m getting there. It’s not as 
simple as it looks. The thing is, 
Barker breaks one of the rules 
of drama, which is that a char- 
acter should be just as he’s 
described by everyone else. 
But before he comes on, they 
all say, he’s such a solitary, he 
hates women - and first thing 
you see of the guy is when he’s 
literally charming the knickers 
off a society girl.” 

The “girl” is Felicity Kendal 
ail flapper threads and coquet- 
tish wail whom the text 
requires Mr Pennington to 


kiss several rimes with impetu- 
ous, let-me-devour-you enthu- 
siasm. How had he come to 
terms with snogging the 
nation’s sweetheart every 
night? “I must be the luckiest 
man in Britain.” he gallantly 
replied. Did they have a 
bilateral no-tongues agree- 
ment? “I think tongues are 
cheating when it comes to 
stage kissing,” said Pennington 
seriously, “because the audi- 
ence can’t see it... But playing 
love scenes is daft anyway. 
I've got away with it. all these 
years - Ive never had to take 
my kit off. And now I'm too 
old for anyone to want me to. 
But for girls, well -you simply 
won’t get through your career 
without having to do it, if 
you’re halfway pretty...” 

Back to the play. What is the 
“waste” the title refers to? Is 
it personal or political? “It’s a 
play about a man who's inca- 
pable of joining in. He’s 51. He 
has beliefs and convictions but 


he’s too proud to join in. He’s 
never married, never had a 
family. Then two things hap- 
pen: be gets fired up over a 
political issue and joins a gov- 
ernment; and suddenly the 
idea of parenthood is offered 
to him. Then both things are 
abruptly taken away and the 
loss - the two wastes - are 
enough to destroy him.” 

Pennington, so adept at 
teasing out motivation and 
latent passion in Shakespeare, 
is frustrated by Granville 
Barker’s impermeable surface. 
“If it was Ibsen, there’d come 
a point where a great fissure 
would open in the text aad all 
this emotional lava would 
come ouL But Barker never 
allows you that I asked Peter 
[Hall] at the beginning: ‘How 
do I show what he’s really 
feeling?’ You look for the 
place where it falls apart and 
you can’t find it" 

Had he met many politi- 
cians? T sat beside Virginia 


Bottomley once,” he said with 
evident distaste. “She came to 
see a play I was in, called Tak- 
ing Shies and we went to the 
Ivy [restaurant] afterwards. At 
the end she said, 'What do you 
want me to do, now Fm at 
Heritage?’ I remember pitch- 
ing in with some things I feel 
strongly about, like the fact 
that students can’t raise grants 
to train for the theatre any 
more, and have to write beg- 
ging letters to people like me. 
All she would say was, “Ah. but 
I believe drama schools are 
charging too much anyway” 
which rather misses the poinL 
What struck me was, she spent 
most of the time in a devo- 
tional posture, with her hands 
on the table before her. It was 
only when midnight struck 
that I realised she’d been look- 
ing at her wristwatch all 
evening. And at midnight on 
the nail she left.” 

Vfes there was a little uncon- 
fessed anger here? There was. 
It was about the L-worcL “It 
was when I heard her talking 
about this fairly harmless pro- 
posal of Blair's, to spend some 
Lottery money for some form 
of grant for actors, and she 
describes it as a “Luwies ' 
Charter Pennington practi- 
cally smouldered in front of 
me, like Coriolanus, or Henry 
Trebell finding a cause to fight 
against “It’s truly hair-raising 
that she can express herself in 
that way and not care how 
unpopular she’s going to be 


among the constituency she’s 
supposed to be looking after.” 

Pennington’s combative 
streak has surfaced at several 
points in his career - when 
globetrotting with a theatrical 
troupe, having blazing rows 
about the provision of cooked 
breakfasts, and when resigning 
from the English Shakespeare 
Company five years ago, after 
suffering the death of a thou- 
sand cuts at the hands of the 
Arts Counol (“I threw my res- 
ignation on the table in the 
middle of a board meeting, 
stormed out and rang The 
Independent...”). Tbday, he's 
past all the actor-manager 
histrionics, the travelling 
Shakespeare Show that was 
the Wars of the Roses. He lives 
in Highgate and is extremely 
cagey about his private life: 
“I’m a single, heterosexual 
bachelor** is all he’ll volunteer 
to the press. Noting his strong 
paternal streak, I asked if he 
had children and yes, “I’ve a 
son of 30 called Mark, a very 
good illustrative photogra- 
pher. I’m going to be a grand- 
father in April. Mark is living 
in my house in the country in 
Oxfordshire, so I'm dreaming 
of lots of grandchildren 
running about under the apple 
trees...” How sweet to 
encounter such a fond 
prospect of retirement But as 
parts go, it’s a bit on the quiet 
side for such a connoisseur of 
passion, such a cautious 
observer of wasted lives. 


‘The Danny Baker who returned was different to the one who left’ 


I n an Indian restaurant last sum- 
mer. a short walk from Wemb- 
ley. England football fans were 
joyously celebrating their side's 
trouncing of the Netherlands in 
Euro 96. As the night wore on. the 
numbers thinned a little, but the 
place was still two-thirds full when 
Chris Evans and Danny Baker 
walked in. 

The pair were greeted with a mix- 
ture of boisterous camaraderie and 
faint embarrassment, but the con- 
trast in their reactions was remark- 
able. Evans, undoubtedly the bigger 
star, smiled a little sheepishly and 
made his way to a vacant table, a 
beautiful woman on his aim. 

Baker, though, was not going to 
let the moment pass. 

“Do you know what this is?" he 
said, addressing the throng as he 
reached down and produced a 
white garment. “This is Gazza's 
shirt.” 

As the cheers died down. Baker 
flourished a second item. “And 
these.” he declared, “are his socks!” 

Danny Baker has never needed 
much encouragement to play to the 



Matt Tench 

sports notebook 


gallery, but as of this weekend, his 
opportunities to do so have been 
severely curtailed. On Wednesday, 
he was sacked by the BBC from his 
evening football phone-in show, a 
move which prompted him to resign 
from the Saturday lunch- time 
phone-in he co-hosts with Danrty 
Kelly. Richard Littlejohn, who pre- 
sumably went to the same school of 
tact and diplomacy as Baker, takes 
over the Saturday show. 

Both Baker s programmes were 
on Radio Five Live, a station for 
which he has nurtured a burgeon- 
ing contempt. For now. Baker’s 
association with the Bccb is limited 
to his Sunday morning show' on 
GLR [with tomorrow’s show now 
required listening for news editors 
across the capital!. 

The catalyst for (he current 
brouhaha was Baker’s performance 
10 days ago in the programme 


which immediately followed the 
controversial FA Cup tie in which 
Chelsea beat Leicester City thanks 
to a highly debatable penalty. 
Baker, never slow to harangue offi- 
cialdom, was incandescent, and 
devoted the bulk of his show to a 
series of vitriolic attacks on Mike 
Reed, the man who awarded the 
penalty. 

"There is a maggot at the heart 
of the golden core of football, and 
it is referees." he thundered. Reed, 
he said, should be the sacrificial 
Iamb. “We’re going to make you 
responsible for all the bad decisions 
until there is a change ” His coup 
dc grace was to suggest that Leices- 
ter fens should picket Reed’s home 
in Birmingham. 

When, towards the end of the 
show, a caller suggested he was 
being unfair to referees, Baker 
responded: “Lose him, lose him, 
lose him. 1 don’t want to hear the 
other side. I am not interested in 
some kind of balanced argument.” 

Not for the first time. Baker’s 
outbursts alarmed the BBC hier- 
archy and, after a week's delibera- 


tions. his show was axed. For many 
football fans, it was a sad, if 
inevitable, moment Five years ago, 
Baker was the darling of support- 
ers across the country with his bril- 
liant hosting of the ground-break- 
ing 6-0-6, Britain's first national 
football phone-in. 

It gave them a national platform 
for the first time and (hey came 
across as opinionated, passionate, 
and humourous; sometimes they 
were irrational but rarely offensive. 
It played a significant part in tbe 
softening of the national image of 
football fans in the early Nineties. 

Baker was the ideal compere. A 
Millwall fen, he delighted in the 
programme's partiality, and spiced 
up the discussion with brief, 
stream-of-consciousness diatribes 
that were both mischievous and 
articulate. 

As so often with radio stars. 
Baker was soon wooed to televi- 
sion, but his career on the box, 
which included a chat show, games 
show and Daz commercials, proved 
an almost unmitigated disaster, 
and in the past couple of years. 


many were asking when Baker 
would return to 6-0-6. 

His long-term replacement was 
David Mellor, Tory MP and 
Chelsea fan, whose patronising 
style was in marked contrast to 
Baker’s genuine matiness. (Mellor 
can sound like a lord of the manor 
who has invited the estate work- 
ers to tbe house for their annual 
visit and is prepared, just this 
once, to talk about their interests.) 

Last autumn. Baker did return to 
the football phone-in - not to the 
Saturday evening slot, which Mel- 
lor kept and to which Baker made 
cutting reference in his first show, 
but to a new programme after 
Wednesday night games. 

The Baker who returned was 
very different to the one who left 
The diatribes were longer and more 
extreme, and those callers daring 
enough to disagree received short, 
often abusive, shrift. To many, he 
had become a sporting “shock 
jock", though he angrily denied the 
description on his last show. 

Others detect the influence of 
his close friend Evans, another 


who is not known to worry about 
giving offence, la recent weeks. 
Baker has encouraged Spurs fens 
to throw their programmes on the 
pitch (an illegal act), described the 
chairmen of one dub as “bent” and 
wished terminal Alness on the 
board of another. Concern within 
the game readied such a pitch that 
the League Managers’ Associa- 
tion recently considered with- 
drawing good will unless both 
Baker’s and Mellor’s shows were 

taken off the air. 

Baker, who is 39, has reacted to 


his dismissal with characteristic 
good humour, and there are 
already suggestions that Talk Radio 
are interested. 

Even if they are not. Baker, who 
writes much of Evans’ TFIRidav, 
remains much in demand as a 
scriptwriter. His opportunities to 
air his views may be much reduced, 
but the last thing he would want 

from the events of the past few days 

is tympathy. Those close to hmj 
suggest he has enjoyed the whole 
episode hugely. 

David Lister is on holiday 
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How the 
udder 
half lives 


Forget knitting by the 
fireside: textiles are tackling 
big issues. By John Windsor 






I t looked like a feminist 
plot. .And a thinly veiled 
one at that. This was the 
Barbican’s textile exhibition, 
Revelation, described by free- 
lance curator Lesley Millar as 
‘'issue based". The issues: 
“The Body. Gender, Identity 
and the Environment". 

As every man knows, tex- 
tiles is women's work. Except 
that, these days, women “tex- 
tile artists" with a sense of 
irony, and sometimes humour, 
are turning the medium 
against men. Instead of knit- 
ting by the fireside, they are 
making woolly things such as 
Tass Mavrogordato’s tapestry 
It's Thicker Than Water, which 
contains images of the warring 
Simpsons and a disturbed- 
looking male in a vest sitting 
below a broken heart “It deals 
with the issues of gender 
stereotyping." she said, rather 
unnecessarily, at the exhibition 
opening: “Tapestry is tradi- 
tionally narrative and political 
-an old technique that has lost 
its voice." 

Men can play at that too. 
you might think. How about a 
really macho tapestry made of 
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really macho materials, such as 
slate and old felt, that weighs 
a ton and takes six men to 
hang? Such as Clyde O! liver's 
Construction. Mr OUiver, one 
of two male artists in the show, 
is a tough-looking 47-year-old 
unemployed rent collector, 
who wears a moustache and 
silver earrings. His father was 
a builder. He got the chunks of 
slate from a Cumbrian spoil 
heap, made holes in them with 
a Black and Decker power 
drill, and sewed them on to felt 
with linen thread. 

“I wanted to put men's 
materials back into women's 
work," he said. “I don't have 
any argument with the femi- 
nists, but I do worry about 
where the men are in all this. 
After all, male soldiers and 
sailors were great embroider- 
ers and soldiers were great 
quilters. I’d like to see that put 
back into embroidery history." 

The “issues" seemed to be 
gathering thick and fast. 
Jenny Ford. 38. who makes 
hangings of nylon tulle and 
latex sheeting that look 
almost wearable, admitted 
she would never be able to 
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Liz Nilsson on her 'Cow Tit': 'ft's a symbol - one mates a statement just as wefl as two' 


EDWARD SYKES 


pursue her art were she not at 
home, married to a hi-tech 
car lighting salesman. He was 
not an artist, she said, “unless 
you call sport art". However, 
he was “fully involved and 
supportive". 

But how fully involved and 
supportive can a husband be 
expected to be when his wife 
makes a person-sized single- 
cup brassiere called Cow Tit 
and commissions studio pho- 
tographs of naked breasts, 
tilled 36-24-36. showing them 
being prodded and measured 
for symmetry, as if by a male 
obsessed by page three? 

The artist. Liz Nilsson, a 


Goldsmiths graduate, met her 
husband, Brian O’Cathain, in 
Aberdeen, when he was work- 
ing on an oil rig as a geologist 
and she was an exchange stu- 
dent from Sweden- The cal- 
lipers. shown being crudely 
used to measure bosom cleav- 
age, in the second of the four 
photographs, belong to his 
tool kiL He used them to mea- 
sure the inside diameter of 
pipes on the rig. 

As her husband walked 
rheir four-year-old daughter. 
Molly, round the exhibition, 
Ms Nilsson explained that 
the breasts belonged not to 
her, but to a friend. “I am 
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showing male society's eyes 
looking at a female body,” 
she said. “The breasts are 
being assessed for weight, 
cleavage, alignment of the 
nipples and globe shape. I 
chose these tools, which are 
out of context and mostly 
used by men, to show how 
women are told to present 
themselves by images in 
newspapers and magazines." 

And the Cow Tit? “I am 
questioning whether the 
breast is to do just with sex. 
The imitation cow hide brings 
us close to thinking of milk. 
Think how a young mother 
feels when she discovers that 
part of her body has adopted 
a different purpose - feeding 
a baby. I remember having to 
breast feed in a pub: you’ve 
no reason to feel shy about 
showing yotar breast, because 
it’s in a different context: but 


you do." 7.30pm), Sunday and Bank 

Why only one breast? “It’s Holidays (12 noon-7 30pm) 
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EXCELLENT 


Jerry Maguire 


Cameron Crowe of Singles 
fame directs a new vehicle 
for Tom Cruise who plays a 
sports agent who loses his 
job and gains a conscience. 
The film has nabbed Oscar 
nominations for Cruise and 
Best Picture and done boflb 
box-office in the US. 

139 mins, Cert 15, Empire 
Leicester Square and on 
general release 


John Lyttfe pinpointed the 
movie's masterstroke to be 
transforming "a star's tardy ’ 
market repositioning into a 
sign of the times.- white 
collar, out of work". "It’s the 
screenplay that stands out ... 
has both sharpness and bite 
-in its incidentals," praised 
The Guardian. “Cruise gives 
a good performance but it 
hardly warrants an Oscar 
nomination,’ sniffed The 
Times. “A happy-ciappy fraud 
of a film ... Forrest Gump 
with beauty and brains,” 
sneered the Standard. 
“Lauded elsewhere as a witty 
moral fable [it] is, in fact ... 
deeply reactionary fare," 
snarled Time Out. “A high- 
decibe) fanfare for tire status 
quo," concluded the FT. 


‘I was a very 

beige child...’ 

David Benedict has a night 
out with Maureen Lipman 


SOLO SHOW Live and Kidding 
Duchess Theatre, London 


a symbol: one makes a state- 
ment just as well as two." 

What did her husband think 
of her art? At home, she said, 
her artworks were usually kept 
in the loft. 

“If we had the space,” said 
Mr O’Cathain, returning with 
Molly, “I could live with a 
giant bra, but the photographs 
are disturbing.” 

What did he make of them? 

“It’s about the absurdity of 
male gaze on female breasts," 
he ventured: “These are 
alm ost mechanical measure- 
ments that are being made. It 
is objectification carried to 
new lengths. The tools become 
like torture instruments." 

“He passed," said Ms 
Nilsson. 

‘Revelation: Textile Artists 
Addressing Issues’ to 13 April, 
entry free (0171-382 7105). 
Monday-Saturday (10am- 


P oor Alma Cbgan- She 
sbould have died here- 
after. In her solo show. 
Live and Kidding, Maureen 
Lipman joins Victoria Wood 
as one of the few comedi- 
ennes who can work a laugh 
out of the Fifties ringer known 
as “The girl with the laugh in 
her voice”. It’s a smart move. 
Tike Alma, Lipman has made 
a career out of being a nice 
Jewish (funny) girl and her five 
best-selling books testify to an 
audience hungry for her mix of 
self-confidence and Jewish 
self-deprecation. 

' She once told an interviewer 
what she considered to be the 
golden rule of comedy. “Tell 
’em what you’re gonna do, do 
it, and then tell ’em youVe 
done iL They go wild and 
think you’re wonderful 
because they're in on the 
secret." It sounds prosaic, but 
in the right hands, this sense of 
complicity works a treat, and 
the best moments of Live and 
Kidding prove her point. “You 
know how it is." she seems to 
say, before launching into 
another wittily observed anec- 
dote, and for large stretches of 
the evening we do. 

“I was a very beige child," 
she announces, winning us 
over with rales of growing up 
in Hull and her subsequent 
“hectic, eclectic, eccentric, 
egocentric life as an ethnic, 
telephobic Yorkshinewoman," 
not to mention being a wife, 
mother and actress. She talks 
about her son who is in China. 
“When I say that, most people 
think he’s something big in 
Wedgwood." When she 
widens her canvas to talk 
about life as an actor, things 
become a little unstuck. Her 
song about Fiona Shaw-style 
cross-dressed casting is a 
tremendously adroit lyric 
which was great in the RSC’s 
Shakespeare Revue but sounds 


baffling here. Worse, instead 
of sticking to the personal, she 
starts telling jokes. Not only 
are they not hers, several are 
past their selMty date and too 
many sail over her audience's 
heads. “Why doesn’t an actor 
look out of the window in the 
morning? Because then he’ll 
have nothing to do in the 
afternoon.’’ strikes an all-too- 
familiar chord with the 80 per 
cent of Equity who are out of 
work, but the overwhelmingly 
middle-aged, middle-class, 
well-heeled audience don’t 
recognise the gag. 

The second half is more suc- 
cessful. Her Joyce Grenfell 
sketch of an overly talkative 
American woman turns from 
rambling amusement to 
genuine poignancy in a single 
phrase and her story of almost 
hyperventilating with excite- 
ment (“the baby-sitter was on 
a life-support machine") at 
meeting Barbra Streisand is 
classic Lipman and very funny. 

Her terrifying lunch with 
the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace is a riot She docks her 
fellow guests: “One captain of 
industry, one black TV news- 
reader, one actress, and I knew 
I was in the plot of an Agatha 
Christie ... and someone was 
going to die” 

Laugh? I did. but this res- 
olutely okl-fashioned evening 
(she’s even wearing New Look- 
sfyJe dresses) is strangely off 
centre. You feel wonyingly dis- 
engaged watching a performer 
who extracts so much humour 
from her own persona trading 
on second-hand stuff! The 
mostly twee songs further Upset 
the comic rhythm, which means 
she keeps haring to pick up her 
own p ace. She won awards 
playing Ruth in Bernstein’s 
Wonderful Town. Whafs needed 
with her meandering material is 
a little more ruthlessness . 

To 5 April (0171-494 5075) 


Last week’s dance and classical reviews were by Louise Levene 
and Annette Morreau 


Laurie lewis 


GERAINT LEWIS 



THE OPERA 

Orpheus and 
Eurydice 


Lesley Garrett and Michael 
Chance sing in Martha 
Clarke's ENO staging of the 
1762 version of Gluck's 
opera complete with happy 
ending, conducted by Jane 
Glover and designed by 
John Conklin in a co- 
production with the New 
York State Opera. 

At the Coliseum, London 
WC2 (0J7J-632 8300) 
until 19 April. 


Edward Secfcerson eulogised 
over “its wonderfully subdued 
colourations ... beautifully * 
mirrored in the ... texture of 
her staging." Not so Jane 
Glover’s conducting in which 
“a greyness pervades”. “Arty 
forty,” snorted the FT. 
“Achieves the almost 
miraculous feat of turning one 
of the most harrowingly 
emotional operas into a limp 
little affair” withered The 
Guardian. T quite liked 
Clarke’s attempt to free Gluck 
from the neo-classical tag: no 
Ionic pillars or white togas,” 
smiled The Telegraph.. . . 
“Honest, beautiful simplicity - 
in this big space ... there is 
nothing monochromatic about 
Jane Glover's conducting," • 
asserted The Times. ■ 


THE PLAY 


Women on the 
Verge of HRT 


Marie Jones's part-populist, 
part-propagandist new play 
about menopausal women has 
songs by Neil Martin. The 
West End opening after its 
premiere in Northern Ireland 
in 1995. Jones also stars with 
Eileen Pollock under Pam 
Brighton’s direction. 

At the Vaudeville, London 
WC2 (0171-836 9987). 
Booking until 31 May. 


Paul Taylor found it “an 
enjoyable but patchy 
comedy". “Hardly great but It 
undoubtedly offers honest, 
professionally outspoken 
entertainment on a subject 
which could cause complacent 
men in the audience a few hot 
flushes of their own," mused 
The Telegraph. "Deeply 
provincial ... merely a soft 
feelgood core ... Menopausal 
defiance, when given ballad - 
treatment turns into 
marshmallow," frowned the 
FT. “It’s a forceful, pugnacious 
evening but, at the end, ! had 
the feeling that irr teffing a 
West End audience that 
women over 40 should have a 
full, rich sex life,- ft was 
preaching to the converted* 
preached The Guardian. 


Crowe's script and direction 
gives Cruise the 
chance to grow 
up and act 


A weak ending frorn all 
departments- • 
spoils an 1 

otherwise strong r 
evening. ' " ‘ 


A 


The flipside of the.CHff 
Richard 
experience. A 
refreshing change * 
from all the “Boy's 1 
Own* new plays.- 
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Panto? Oh yes it is 

It may be March, but tickets for Hotwells 
‘Aladdin' are like gold dust. By Philip Sweeney 


T here are two hot tickets in Bris- 
tol this weekend. Not the Theatre. 
Royal's acclaimed production of 
As 5fw Like It - plenty of scats st£B 
available. The only venues sold 
CHir weeks ago are the Hjg^podroriie, for the 
English National Ballet* and a considerably 
smaller institution, a mDe. awayoul : ,nr 
Hotwells, the Hope Centre, wh e re tickets 
for the annual pantomime in its usual 
eccemric March slot, are like gold dost. 

The Hope Centre is a converted ISfh- 
centmy stothi congregation al chapel, stand- 
ing squarely amongtvy^dad gravestones in 
the billy tangle of Georgian and Victorian ■ 
terraces comprising Hotwells and Clifton- - 
wood. This isa homely, mixed area, mid- 
dle dass mostly, but rarely posh, a sort of • 
Notting H31 to the Kensington of it$ 
grander neighbour, Clifton. In the 18 
years since its rescue from demolition and 
conversion into a community- centre,' the- 
Hope Centre, has offered theatre arid 
music shows, sports, acr^cheCyoga cfayse* ; 
dances, a weekly market, and lunches cif. 
startlingly high duality in its small school- 
room-like cafe. Since .1981, the Hope Cen- 
tre's flagship fund-raiser has been the 
pantomime, an institution of sufficient 
legend that relatives and expatriate 
HotweDians converge for the weekends 
from as far afield iisSussex. . • - 
Why March? "A group ofuswere shting ‘ 
around one day after Christmas saying how 
dull January and February jare, so we . 
decided to nil the gap," says Sue Stops, 
pantomime founder and joint dkecforof 
this year's production of Aladdin^ It’s -a 
Wednesday evening, in February and- 
already halfway through the traditional ; 
production schedule: Mrs Stops, a teacher... 
has an astute grasp of tbespian behaviour, 
formed by 17 years ofpantosand abrotiier 
in the business as a member of the Bristol 


-Old Vic Theatre Company. “Problems at 
this, stage? Getting them to learn their 
■lines. And project them, now. The trouble 
with- amateurs is theysave themselves for 
.-thiMught" 

. On stage. Ton Stevens, a chartered sur- 
veyor; is grappling with the nuances of the 
character of the High Pong, ruler of Hong 
Ftmg ( dpsAiaddm is set, iorreasons no one 
can specify, in Hong Kong). The trouble 



she's found for her costume. Upstairs, 
social worker Cathy Crossthwaite, Jenny’s 
mother, is cutting out costume patterns and 
studying dance routines as a member of the 
Ambras, a comic female dance chorus 
named after the local street, ever since 
their debut with The Dance of the Ambra 
Vales. This rehearsal begins with an 
announcement by Rick Goldsmith, char- 
tered accountant, treasurer of the Hope 
Centre management committee and tem- 
porary eunuch- “Bit of a cash crisis this 
month at the Hope Centre - if everyone 
could try to get ticket money in advance 
it’d be a great help." 

The pantomime, it transpires, is of 
greater significance chan ever this year. 
Bristol council leisure committee has just 
cut Hope Centre's support grant by £6,000, 
on the grounds that it's not an arts insti- 
tution, which threatens the operation of the 
centre's programme through the summer 
and could in turn undermine credibility in 
applying for £700,000 of lottery money to 
fund a major expansion. The pantomime. 


is the Hong Pong isn't exactly good nor 
realty bad.* Paul Crossthwaiie, a physics 
ieacneraitd father of one of the most pan- 
tomime-imbued familie s m Hotwells, is 
refining the leers and cackles of his 
Abanazar- “just about the hastiest, slim- 
iest and, most dishonest person to appear 
in the Hotwells panto** - while his I5-year- 
old daughter, Jenny, making her starring 
debut as Princess BeL adjusts the kimono 


icant chunk in a total turnover of £100,000. 
Annie Scott, architect to the Hope Centre 
scheme. Soar of Abanazar's baddie trio. 
Sweet, Sour and Sony, and mother of two 
other architects, one WIshy Washy, the 
other resting, explains the economic situ- 
ation. “We want to excavate the vault to 
enlarge the bar, reopen the main entrance 
and expand the auditorium. The folding 
seating needs to be replaced, to increase 
capacity from 110 to 300, which will allow 


capacity from 110 to 300, which will allow 
bigger audiences and more profits.'’ 

The success of the Hotwells pantomime 
is founded on more than just community 
spirit and high jinks. The scripts manage 
to balance broad humour, fun for the kids 
and more sophisticated overtones for the 



Chorus line: performers balance humour and fun with sophisticated overtones for adults 


PllfiTO: CHRISTOPHER JONES 


adults. Centres of excellence have devel- 
oped in the fields of both scenery and 
music, overseen respectively by Janet 
Magrie and Sue Otty. Janet Magrie, an an 
historian, first heard of the pantomime 
from a fellow passenger on an architec- 
tural coach tour in Gerraanv. moved to 
Bristol, signed on as scene painter and got 
hooked. This year, she's marshalling a cou- 
ple of dozen volunteers and a budget of 
£30, most of which has gone on a huge roll 
of white nylon to create willow-pattern 
backdrops, caves and castles. Local artist 
Liz Vibert is painting two giant portraits 
of the High Pong and scientific editor and 
puppeteer Di Steed is creating a giant 
working mangle for the laundry scene. 


Sue Otty, solicitor, music teacher and 
communin' activist, is directing as always 
a frill eight-piece band, including a mem- 
ber of 'the National Youth Chamber 
Orchestra on cello. 

On Thursday night. 30 hours of increas- 
ingly frantic rehearsals bear fruit, and 
amid much wishing of “break a leg", its 
first night. On the whole, things go well. 
Tim Sfcvens invests the High Pong with 
sufficient mournful quirkiness to gel 
laughs. Local GP Keith Erskinc is a splen- 
didly' fruity Widow Twanfcy and a coup de 
theatre is provided by the eunuchs' chorus, 
operating temporarily as the Fish Gutters, 
who produce handfuls of pink foam entrails 
from their, fish in mid-song to shower the 


audience. On the other hand, the washing- 
lines jam and the smoke shows a tendency 
to follow rather than precede the genies. 
Afterwards, in the Rose of Denmark, the 
cast post-monem the evening - ihe blun- 
ders. the triumphs, the celebrities in the 
audience like the Lord Mayor and the 
actor Norman Bowler from Emmcrdalc, 
whose wife. Di. is an Ambra. Sue Stops, 
trenchant as ever, has more serious mai- 
lers in mind - professional peer approval. 
“Terry Milton of the Hedley Players is com- 
ing on Saturday. They're really good. 
We're going to have to lighten it all up." 
HonieUs 'Aladdin' is sold out. For furtlwr 
information about cirrus at the Hope 
Centre, Hotwells. Bristol call 0J 17-921 5271 


Out of the ashes of war. 


... Cologne experienced a musical explosion. But now the orchestral good life is under threat. Michael Church looks to the future 



W hen the Allies had finished 
with Cologne, it looked 
like the surface of the 
moon. In the centre only the cathe- 
dral was left standing, a&though pro- 
tected by same macabre nHraciefixjni : 
the surrounding devastation. But this . 
b3d always been a musical city, and 
it was music which helped set it back 
onitsfeet ; 

A year after war aided, the local : 
radio station was given a symphony 
orchestra.- And, as its current boss 
Heiner Muher-Adolphi explains, this 
orchestra saw its prune job as ad- 
ministering cultural fim-aid.“Beople 
desperately wanted to hear the 
musk: they tod rmssed chiring the Nazi 
regime. Schoenberg and Wbbem and 
Bartok and jazz-all the things which 
h^beeoproscribedasdecad^They 
felt completely cut off from interna- 
tional musical life.** When the new 1 
radio building was opened m 1953, 
Stravinsky marked, the occasion by 
conducting the first German perfor- 
mance of his opera Oedipus Rex. A 
year later, the radio station spawned 
a baroque ensemble. 

It also gave birth to something with 
bigger repercisaons. Tape recorders 
had been pioneered by German 
radio, but it was the Frenchman 
Pierre Schaeffer who in 194S first 
used one to produce that collage of 
“found" sounds known as musique 
ivnerOte. In 1951 Cologne Radio went 
one better and founded the electronic 


: studio where Karlheinz Stockhausen 
launched the experimental odyssey 
on which he is stiO engaged today. H3s 
Gesang derJunglinge - in which the 
recording of a boy singing the 
Benedicite was spliced with dec- • 
ironically generated sound - repre- 
sented music's boldest leap since 
Schoenberg. . . 

As Stockhausen got into his stride, . 
composers Hfce the Romanian Iannis 
Xenakis and the Italian Luigi Nono 
joined in. Meanwhile Hans Werner 
Henze and the Argentinian Maurido 
Kagelrsme to stay - and also, with 
Stockhausen, to teach at the new con- 
servatoire. Students who caught the 
virus of experimentalism stayed on as 
professional performers; thanks to the 
avant-garde policies of the radio 
orchestra, they found a ready-made 
publira Thus c& Cdpgne become the 
new-music capital of die world. Even 
today, Stockhausen (putting quartets 
in helicopiers), Henze (reverting to 
romanticism) and the increasingly 
Dadaist Kagel are local Eminences 
grises, while their students roam per- 
formancer art’s wilder shores. 

Cologne's cathedral precinct 
bristles with music shops, in sever- 
al of which a book entitled Music 
Law is prominently displayed. This 
is significant: musicians in Ger- 
many's 120 state orchestras have 
rights that are the envy of musicians 
elsewhere. They earn over £40,000 
a year, and are all on life-contracts. 



Music hefped a devastated Cologne back on its feet hulton getty 


They can go in at 21. and retire 44 
years later after a stress-free career 
(there seem to be no tales in Cologne 


many's economic miracle is on the 
point of collapse, and the orchestra] 
good life is suddenly under threat. A 


to match London’s horror stories of straw poll of key musical figures in 


second violinists devouring be la- 
bloc kers before they play). 

But, as all the world knows, Ger- 


Colognc reveals sharp disagreement 
over the future of these luxurious con- 
tracts. Muller-Adolphi says he has 


long wanted to see three-year con- 
tracts - “otherwise people can get lazy, 
go soft" - but the unions have always 
vetoed that. “But as cities start to go 
broke, they will not be able to afford 
life-contracts any more. Finally the 
unions will have to accept this." 

Not so. says a senior cellist in his 
orchestra, “life-contracts are normal 
m all German professions, and no 
conductor or administrator will be 
able to change iL If you are at the top 
level of ability, you have ihe right to 
be safe in your employment." Yes. age 
may sometimes reduce physical com- 
petence - “but. if you are older, you 
have more experience, so it balances 
oul" An administrator at another 
orchestra, despairing at the difficul- 
ty of trying to remove tired players, 
glumly remarks that it would actual- 
ly be easier to close orchestras down 
than abolish life -contracts. 

Hans Vonk, the laid-back Dutch- 
man who has hecn principal con- 
ductor of the Radio Symphony 
Orchestra for die past six years, is glad 
for his players' good fortune - and 
rates their work high - but thinks a 
shade more stress might produce even 
better results. That's as may be. how- 
ever, because at therend of this sea- 
son he's off to Si Louis - succeeding 
the charismatic Leonard Station - and 
his departure is provoking frantic 
manoeuvres behind the scenes. 

For, as Munich is currently finding 
- conductorless since the death of 


Celibidache - there are not enough 
charismatic conductors to go round. 
The RSO has appointed a "finding 
committee" with representatives from 
the rank and file, and everyone has had 
the right to make nominations. These 
have been whittled down to three - 
Andre Previn. Neeme Jiirvi and 
Semyon Bychkov - each of whom is 
currently doing concerts which are. in 
effect, auditions. The contest is all .cry 
gentlemanly, and it's all officially 
denied, but everyone is agog, because 
much depends on the outcome. 

When asked to crystal-gaze 10 
years hence. Vonk gives a canJid 
reply: “I see fewer orchestras, less 
rehearsal lime, lower pay. and 
shorter contracts. Everything will be 
more difficult." He then adds that he 
hopes ihe Radio Symphony “doesn't 
make the same mistake which the 
South Bank made in London. I don't 
want to sec them retreat into the safe 
haven of Beethoven’s Fifth and 
Tchaikovsky's Fifth." He was shocked 
to be asked, on a recent visit to 
London, to lop off a "difficult" work 
by the Cologne avant-gardist Bcrnd 
Alois Zimmermann. on the grounds 
that it might put punters off. iThis. 
presumably; before ENQ turned the 
same composer's Die Soldo ten into a 
hit.) 'The orchestra absolutely must 
preserve their taste for adventure.” 

This sentiment may he somewhat 
undercut by the "safe" repertoire 
they're bringing to Britain this week 


(Weber. Mendelssohn and Brahms), 
but it Is vigorously echoed by Renaie 
Liesmann. Cologne's leading new- 
music co-ordinator. "This city has 
offered a protective biosphere in 
which composers from all over the 
world have been able to make their 
experiments, hut tins biosphere is now- 
under threat. Our cultural life is get- 
ting more and more expensive, and 
there is less and less scope for inspi- 
ration. People won't admit it yeu but 
everyone can sense that some 
fundamental change is in the air." 

At which point it seems appro- 
priate to seek the view at Cologne's 
It)-) car-old Philharmonic - acousti- 
cally one of the best halls in the 
world. Business, say its bosses, has 
never been better, and that goes for 
the avant-garde stuff as well. This 
spring they are holding their second 
Musiktriennalc. in which the names 
of Rattle, Barenboim. Kremer and 
Biork figure with equal prominence. 
On two successive nights I find the 
2.20tl-seater hall packed, with long 
queues for returns. 

Music in post-war Cologne has 
followed a huge arc - rising from the 
ruins, cruising the heights - but it's 
not going to crash back down to earth 
just yet. 

Cologne RSO on tour: Sun. Bridge* 
water Hall. Manchester tUlbl-90^ 
Mon. RTH. London (Ul 71-060 
■42-12 1 : Tuc. Svtnphonv Hall. Bimt- 
ingham <0121- 212 33331 


Ruling passion 

CLASSICAL Monteverdi’s Orfeo Queen Elizabeth Hall. London, and touring 


Kent Opera's carefully paced 
resurrection has gained fresh energy 
with a compelling production of 
Monteverdi's Orfeo, accessible in style 
and delivered by an attractive young 
cast. Here is a company determined to 
make the most of its resources and 
committed to the idea of stimulating its 
audiences, a combination that made up 
for any occasional shortcomings in the 
quality of its performers. 

The dramatic power of Monteverdi's 
work was revealed without robbing any 
of its intimacy, projecting Orfeo s 
despair clearly and underlining the 
character’s frailly. Tim Carroll's staging 
proved satisfyingly simple, enlivened by 
Teny Gilbert's graceful treatment of 
the choral dances and assured 
choreography elsewhere. Kent Opera 
stalwart Roger Butlin struck a 
convincing balance between classical 
austerity and Baroque excess in his 
designs, presenting a monolithic 
backdrop to the realm of Hades and 
conjuring up a lurid vision of its 
infernal inhabitants that would have 
pleased Peter Greenaway. Paul Grier's 
blubbery Charon was suitably repellent, 
-wearing a bald wig, a leather corset and 
enough chains to suggest that fans of 
bondage need not abandon ail hope of 
fun in the Underworld. 

Gwion Thomas was in heroic form 
as Qrfeo, rich of voice and entirely at 
ease with the wide range of his part. 
The smoothness of his legato and 
effortless delivery of the test gave on 


impression of Italian warmth, not 
always reproduced by others in the cast 
who stumbled over the diphthongs and 
other linguistic hurdles of Anne 
Ridler’s idiomatic English translation. 
Above all, Thomas had on innate 
feeling for the style of Monteverdi's 
monody, outlining his plea to Charon 
m the third act with heart-breaking 
tenderness and bringing an unforced 
naturalness to his final lament for 
Euridice. Likewise, Rachel Wheatleys 
pure-voiced Euridice, Juliet 
Schiemann's alluring Hope and Clara 
Sanabras’s Messenger were founded on 
the principles of good singing, 
expressive in their response to the text 
and imaginative in rheir variations of 
tone colour. The Pluto of Martin 
Robson was suitably implacable, a cold- 
hearted complement to the likeable 
Proserpina of Esther King, while Paul 
Grier suggested that beefy Charon was 
blessed with a hint of human kindness. 

Rhythmic freedom was encouraged 
by music director John Toll and bis 
admirable team of continue players. 
Debates about the speed of dances and 
the ritornclli in early Baroque opera 
seem irrelevant when a work is 
conditioned by a desire to highlight the 
d rama and passion of the music, loll 
focused on the tragedy of Orfeo and 
Euridice, which was exploited by the 
company's principal players and 
convincingly conveyed in the choral 
numbers following Euridice's death. 
Andrew Stewart 
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Fun Lovin' Criminals 
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THE GRAVE AND THE CONSTANT, 
SCOOBY SNACKS, THE FUN LOVIN’ CRIMINAL 

AND THE CURRENT SINGLE * KING OF NEW YORK ’ 

‘Unequivocally the coolest band in the world’ vry 
•Slinky, funky, supercool, rock ‘n’ rap genius’ 

‘What a cool record!’ S—.v.m rtnr. — 

‘Arguably the best criminal record since The Clash's ‘Bank Robber’ T n<~ 3;..".c ! ..v 
‘An immaculately slinky affair’ 

‘Seductively funny and sfeazily glamorous’ 'iFC3ui;o 
■They blend gangsta rap reality with gangster flick fictional capers’ DJ 
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W B Yeats: ‘Tom all his life between the smell of horses and the odour of sanctity’ 


W B Yeats: a life. Vbl I: The Apprentice 
Mage, 1865-1914 

by R F Foster, 

Oxford University Press, £25 

a m ^ou were silly tike us." WH 

f % M Auden wrote of Yeats, but 
he was really just being 
W polite: Yeats was a lot sil- 

■ iier than almost any of us. 

I Few poets of comparable 
greatness have believed such extravagant 
nonsense. Spiritual ism, theosophy, astral 
bodies, occultism, and (some would add) 
Irish Fenianlsm: Yeats managed to swal- 
low all of this, along with regular doses of 
hashish and mescaun. "I was once afraid 
of turning out reasonable," he wrote to a 
colleague, but the anxiety was quite mis- 
placed. 

At one spiritualist seance, he was 
urgently buttonholed by a ghostly voice 
as “Mr Gates", consoling evidence that 
not even the spirit world is free from 
human error. Yeats displayed a remark- 
able capacity to credit almost any high- 
toned gobbledygook currently in fashion, 
and in the spook-ridden fin-de-sieck there 
was a lot of it on offer. This was especially 
true of pre-revolutionary Ireland, where 
it was easy to cross over from gun-running 


to Rosicrucianism. But Yeats combined 
this gullibility with a tough-minded refusal 
of anything as vulgarly constricting as 
belief’ and for the most part kept it well 
out of his poetry, like some brilliant sur- 
geon who proves able to stitch up a heart 
even when hallucinating. 

He was also more contradictory iban 
most of us. If he was occult and oracular 
he was also an operator, scheming and 
caballing in quarrelsome Ireland while 
preserving an air of disinterested 
Olympian wisdom. Investing a ferocious 
Victorian energy in post-Victorian affairs, 
he launched the Irish literary revival and 
the Abbey theatre, but was so absent- 
minded that he once had to ask a waiter 
at his dub whether he had eaten bis din- 
ner or not. 

. He was a Protestant gentleman among 
nationalist schoolteachers, a hardheaded 
businessman who believed in fairies, a dis- 
tinguished man of letters who couldn't 
spell the word “feel”, a would-be aristo- 
crat who lounged in country houses and 
celebrated the simple peasantry. A charm- 
ing distracted figure loftily aloof from pol- 
itics, he was in later life an enthusiast for 
racist eugenics, blood elites and the 
cleansing power of military violence. As 
a flamboyant egocentric, he dreamed of 


extinguishing the self, and was torn all his 
life between the smell of horses and the 
odour of sanctity. 

It is doubtful that Yeats would have 
altogether approved of biographies, 
though he penned one or two such frag- 
ments himself. What he valued in life was 
what could be transmuted into art, which 
life could then imitate if it pleased: and 
like his compatriot Oscar Wide, he con- 
ducted his personal existence as a kind of 
public mythology. The self was not some- 
thing to be observed buttering toaSt or 
putting the cat out but was a sort of artis- 
tic self- fashioning, an heroic enterprise to 
be lived with one canny eye on how it 
would all look to the historians. Ordinary 
life could be left to servants and shop- 
keepers - or to the materialist English, 
whose passion for realist novels he always 
thought faintly ill-bred. 

The official biography, even so, is here at 
lasL after two false starts: one by the critic 
Denis Donoghue, and one by the Irish his- 
torian Leland Lyons, or “British Leland”, as 
those compatriots who found him a shade 
toosuburbsuvEnglish might have called him. 
Vie Apprentice Mage, which takes Yeats's life 
up to the brink of his fiftieth year, is a mar- 
vel of painstaking historical research, which 
distils a formidable heap of evidence into a 


splendidly elegant narrative. RF Foster has 
a remarkably shrewd, worldly-wise sort of 
mind, at once tough and generous, and 
resists both idolatry and iconodasm in this 
magnificently sane account. It is also for the 
most part a remarkably judicious, even- 
handed portrait, which in the snake-pit of 
Irish studies these days is something of a 
minor miracle. 

As a leading “revisionist” Irish historian, 
Roy Foster is well-known for his suave mas- 
saging of Irish history to take the pain of 
out of it: the man who made Connemara 
safe for Camden Town. There are hints of 
that here - Yeats’s kjver Maud Go one is 
hammered for her anti-Semitism but 
uncredited for her work among women - 
but the High Table scoffing at aspects of 
Gaelic culture which disfigures his work 
elsewhere is here titaniduQy muted. 

In another sense, however, this book 
lacks some of Fosters sterling historical 
virtues. His work Modem Ireland displays 
a kind of long-headedness, a plucking of 
trends and patterns from the ruck of his- 
torical detail, which The Apprentice Mage 
notably lacks. 

Hus meticulous, blow-by-blow account, 
which takes Yeats from his art-school days 
through to the Irish Revival, London lit- 
erary life, early nationalism, the-founding 


of the Abbey theatre and his first encoun- more than his dining habits. One suspects 
tecs with Ezra Pound, commits the famil- that it might enthral Raster more too, 
iar biographer’s mistake of concealing the given the fineness of his odd flashes of tit- 
wood with the trees. Intent on his deft entry analysis; but the sensitive critic is 
brushstrokes, Foster hardly ever steps grlmfy suboixtinated to the workaday ha- 
back from the canvas to size up the full-, lorian. For all its: perceptiveness, the 
figure evolving beneath his art. That he . .book is oddly tinreflective. 
can discern significant patterns is dear . - Some English readers, obsessed with 
enough; it is just that he too often fails to • “real life” and sceptical of big ideas, will 
let the reader in on them. One has the doubtless find this limitation a virtue: But 
curious sense that Foster knows quite a this sumptuous, astutely intelligent work 
bit more about Yeats than he is telling us. hasn't even modi bold revaluation to offer 
After some quarter-of-a-million words, of the life. Here, at least, one could wish 
it is hard to knew what, say, Yeats’s dam- for a little more abrasive revisionism. The 
inant aesthetic ideas were, or how to Apprentice Mage marvellously fills out the 
assess the relations between his work and familiar contours of the poet’s frenetic 
European modernism. What was it about life, but does little to reshape them, 
a late 19th-century colonial backwater After some 500 pages, we know incom- 
whicb managed to produce such a world- parably more about this self-mythologis- 
class poet, and how was Yeats at once the ing maestro chan we did, but little of what 
child of that context and creatively askew we learn challenges the received images 
to it? Foster’s whole treatment is too of him. 

briskly externalised, too much a question Perhaps such an overview will emerge 
of the dental treatment which kept the in Volume Two, but by then there will be 
poet in London during a June heatwave, an enormous amount to summarise. Any- 
Understandably anxious that other way, it will be interesting to see how Fos- 
biographers have been there before him, ter deals with the more embarrassing 
Fbster has decided to concentrate less on aspects of his protagonists* later quasi-fas- 
what the poet wrote than on what he did; cist views -whether their repugnance will 
but it is a hard distinction to sustain, and be blandly massaged away, or candidly 
in any case Yeats’s poetry enthrals us confronted. 


Fillips from the Prince 


Piers Brendon meets the best sort of consort 


Albert: uncrowned long by Stanley 
Weintraub, John Murray, £25 



I t’s hard to see how a biographer could 
find anything new to say about Prince 
Albert short .of suggesting, as Lyrron 
Strachey wanted to, th3t he was homo- 
sexual or (in the spirit of Michael Bloch) 
that he was a woman. With heroic restraint 
Professor Stanley Weintraub advances 
no such proposition. But he must have felt 
more than usually tempted to embrace 
novelty, for he has already written a long 
life of Queen Victoria. 

The present book - much better than 
its error-prone predecessor -is therefore, 
in his phrase, a “parallel biography". 
However, almost from the first the lines 
are intimately entwined. 

After a miserable childhood in the dis- 
solute Coburg court, Albert inexplicably 
emerged as a full-grown Victorian - 
earnest, diligent, priggish and philoprog- 
enitive. Coburg being, as Bismarck 
remarked, the royal “stud-farm of 
Europe”, Albert was presented ro the wil- 
ful young Victoria, who swiftly fell in love 
with him. She was entranced by his hand- 
some appearance: “such beautiful blue 
eyes, and I exquisite nose, and such a pretty 
mouth with delicate mcnislachios". Albert 
reciprocated. Writing to Lord Melbourne 
after her “most gratifying and bewilder- 
ing” wedding night, Victoria said that 
she never thought she “could be so 
laved". 

Familiar stuff, but Weintraub does his 
best to avoid the inevitable overlap by 
focusing on the character and career of 
the Consort. He crafts a vivid, gossipy 
and sometimes irreverent portrait, with- 
out the retrospective sycophancy that 
entreacles so many English royal biogra- 
phies, And he gives an account of 


princely industry which is awesome 
even in recapitulation. 

Albert strove to improve working- 
class housing and to modernise the 
army. He promoted the arts and sci- 
ences. He supported innumerable char- 
ities and chaired interminable commit- 
tees. He was patron of the London 
Library, Chancellor of Cambridge Uni- 
versity and president of the Society for 
the Extinction of the Slave Trade. Albert 
not only masterminded the Great Exhi- 
bition but checked to see if the objects 
displayed at the Crysrai Palace were cor- 
rectly labelled. And he oversaw the 
spending of its profits on the complex 
of museums, colleges and concert halls 
in South Kensington, nicknamed Alber- 
t opal is. 

Despite his efforts, or because of 
them, the Prince was never really pop- 
ular. At first derided as an alien fortune- 
hunter, he was later lampooned (in rib- 
ald terms) as the procreator of a race 
of royal parasites. Albert gave offence 
by his frigid hauteur (partly a result of 
shyness about speaking English) and by 
his obvious boredom with high society. 
He preferred servants, but even they 
were churlish: Carlyle referred ro “His 
Serene Highness the Incarnate-Sole- 
cism Prince Albert” In 1854 crowds 
rejoiced outside the Tower of London 
when it was rumoured that Albert was 
imprisoned there for treason. 

The politicians were also ungracious. 
Melbourne resented the upright Albert, 
complaining that “this damned moral- 
ity will undo us alt". Peel, whom the 
Prince revered, told the cabinet that the 
royal couple should not be thwarted but 
managed. Palmerston regarded Albert 
as an exalted nuisance. Disraeli, sus- 
pected by the Prince of harbouring 
dangerous “democratic tendencies”. 


said that if Albert had survived he 
would have introduced England to the 
benefits of absolute rule. 

This was characteristic hyperbole. 
But Weintraub s own conclusion, that a 
“democratising" Albert “salvaged the 
Crown as a pillar of the emerging con- 
stitutional state", is equally misleading. 
Far from being above politics, the Prince 
was a committed Conservative. He 
thought the monarch must “necessarily 
be a politician" and had a duty to 
“watch and control" the government. 

Albert's early death in 1861 (from 
stomach cancer, Weintraub reckons, 
not typhoid) and Victoria’s grief- 
stricken withdrawal from public life 
significantly reduced the power of the 
crown. But during his Irfe-time the 
Prince learnt to play his cards effectively 
in the game of whist which is. as Met- 
temich remarked, Britain's unwritten 
constitution. He made particularly 
important contributions to foreign pol- 
ity, perhaps even preventing the coun- 
try from becoming embroiled in the 
American Civil War. Albert earned his 
title of Prince Consort in a way that has 
been impossible for the present consort. 

Actually, Albert had much in com- 
mon with Prince Philip. He had the 
unfailing Hanoverian antipathy to his 
heir, whom he tried unsuccessfully to 
mould in his own image. He employed 
the same scatter-gun technique for 
insulting foreigners: “the Poles are as lit- 
tle deserving of sympathy as the Irish". 
He loathed the “miserable scribblers" 
of the press and favoured censorship. 
He was a victim of "rifle mania” and 
shot animals for pleasure while cam- 
paigning against cruel sports. 

He loved the luxurious royal yacht 
and failed to notice that all non-royal 
personages on board were consigned to 



Albert: ‘Victim of rifle-mania’ 


“dog-holes". Both princes appeared 
once in the gallery of the House of Com- 
mons: Albert being warned offby Disraeli, 
Philip provoking a protest from Enoch 
Powell. 

Precisely because Philip might imitate 
Albert, courtiers and politicians kept him 
firmly away from the throne, from ihe roy- 
alist point of view they were right since, 
even as “a bloody amoeba” (his expres- 
sion), Philip has damaged the monarchy 
enough to become the darling of repub- 
licans. But Albert himself much abler and 
unencumbered by rumours about his pri- 
vate life, was not made King Consort 

As Melbourne sagely advised the dis- 
appointed Victoria if Bntonsevergot into 
the way of making their kings they would 
soon get into the way of unmaking them. 
So "Albert the Good", as his wife’s sobri- 
quet “Queen Albertine” piquantly sug- 
gests and as this book entertainingly con- 
firms. had to make do with being sovereign 
in all but name. 


In the key of life 


Dermot Clinch detects some false notes 


A sequential story”, 

writes a character in 
this novel, “Isn’t nec- 
essarily a straight story.” So 
be warned. In The Biography 
of Thomas Lang - biography 
by name, fractured post- 
modern novel by nature - 
there is not a straight story 
in sight The novel is framed 
as an exchange of Letters, 
though also stuffed with 
essay, allegory, fable. 
Though containing biogra- 
phy it expends plenty of time 
and effort questioning biog- 
raphy's purpose. 

Thomas Lang is a recently 
deceased pianist. He per- 
formed with Karajan and 
Abbado; his playing was 
“marked by fierce control 
and economy of means"; he 
refused to give encores, but 
the applause would be in 
“full spate” ten minutes after 
his last bow. He was a 
“genius", his biographer tells, 
us. All looks set for a ripping 
biography -except that the 
author, Michael Dessauer 
has a problem. His principal 
source - Lang’s brother - is 
not cooperating. 

The biographer’s cam- 
paign of coaxing letters, 
along with Christopher 
Lang’s replies - resisting, 
misleading, rapidly giving in 
- provide the momentum. 
Neither biographer nor 
source, we realise, is entirety 
trustworthy. The correspon- 
dence, it’s dear, is a pretext, 
for a debate about the 


■i. 


The Biography of Thomas 
Lang 

by Jonathan Buckley, 
fourth Estate, £9.99 


nature of biography and 
identity. Dessauer is on the 
traditional wing. “The 
Thomas Lang of my book”, 
he insists, “wall perhaps be 
closer to the whole mao than 
the character perceived by 
any simple person who knew 
him.” Lang retorts that the 
book is “an absurdity, a kind 
of Platonic super-life, an 
impossible feat of pedantic 
devotion and clairvoyance.” 

It’s a novel driven not by 
character or narrative but 
ideas. The pianist himself - 
Glenn Gould magnified ad 
absurdum - is tossed about 
by the heavy conceptual seas. 
Illusive, obsessive, a 
pianist who storms out of 
performances, he is a 
strange, distinctly unprofes- 
sional but recognisable type. 
Even his most controversial 
recording remains just the 
right side of plausibility*.. 
Beethoven’s last sonata, in 
wildly opposed inlerpreta- 
tionson either side of an IP. 

The narrative, such as we 
can piece it together, . is 
neatiy constructed. But it’s 
the- stuffing -of ideas that 
Jonathan -Buckley is really 
bothered about. Want to 
read an essay on “Busoni 
Contra Wagner"? Lang 
wrote. one aid here iris. 
Keen on ‘febd-Arthurian” 


Id* 
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allegorical tales examining 
the selective nature of love 
and understanding? The 

147, is such an om^fvbat is 
a biography? What is the 
nature of performance, of 
artistic sincerity? The reader 
may not emerge with the 
answers. But if any of the 
author's admirably -sharp 
musical scepticism rubs off 
on us we’ll be doing just fine. 

It’s a sharp, intelligent 
ndyei, which makes its single, 
overwhelming misjudgement 
the more surprising. 
Dessauer we can put up with. 

- He is a pedant, but he is 
credible. The Lang brothers 
are noL A more arch, irri- 
tating pair of characters, in 
fact, I have never spent time 
with. Instead of having a 
plain lunch, Thomas speaks 
of “doing battle with a bac- 
terial baguette”. This taxes 
our patience enough. But 
Christopher, with his parody 
of camp superiority in every 
utterance, takes us over the 
edge. “Musings on musi- 
cianship are tike watching 
elephants - waltzing over 
daisies,” reads one. letter 
critical of the biographer’s 
method. ^Thereisno reason 
tobe ashamed of dedication 
to the. quotidian, ■ as Tom 
might - once have told me, 
mods VTtT-.The quotidian 
task-of Dessauer is to read 
theseaffected,squinrimg let- 

- tens. The readers duty may 
just lead elsewhere. . . 
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books 


room brawls 


Michael 
Church on 


-Reading Dance 

by Judith Mackreff, -J 
Michael Joseph, £20 . - 


daoce/Was qystaJ-cleatT. 
• the maned conventions of 
story-b&Hets left audiencesin 
•no. doubt as to the goodies and bad- 
dies. whq ,^ras unhapjy, and why. 
Wien the Rtiries of Purity; Geiv 
erosity and Eloquence took the stage 
at the Swan Lake balfe, each moved 
tn a msmxier consonaiit with; her 
,quaKtyJ; \VJien the magic worked. 


mystificaiioii. This art wss aoces-' 
Sifrle toall Who could afford a ticket 

I£cpntem|xsaiyd^^ 
anything T it’s: usually about itself: - 
fine, fot initiates, but deeply mysti- 
fying for everyone else. Judith 
MackreD’s book may .sound -like- a 
postgrad priiner, c but she opens 
with auicely populist question: if’, 
there- is a language of dance, bow. 
can we understand' it^Her answer 
is encourag^an weneed is “a will-' 
ingness tolet the movement play on - 
our senses, tolet its rhythms charge 
up cMir -pulses, and to let its pictures 
range around our imaginations”^ 

Dance, she rays, is as ambiguous 
as music; we discuss its patterns in - 
terms of ardmect or e, balance, line; .. 
we qjeak of bodies Iravni^^ 
form; we call dance abstract But 
this, she argues, contradicts a-basic 
truth about dance, which is that it 
is always human. As abstraction’s 
pioneer Balanchiro c^seiyed,7Put T 
amanardagjrionstageandtitere - 
is already astory. A mah and two 
girls, there’s already a plot* . • 

MadcreO plots theoouiseby wfnch __ 
Petif>a's'Sma/i Lake hasJraasmogri- 
fied into Matthew Bourne’s male-. 
swancxoWd-puBerviaaseiiesofsfyi- - 
istic revolutions. Die aristocratic 
elegance .of Tkarist ballet was 
upended by . Diaghilev, who har- 
nessed the brigh test talents from all - 
the arts to forge his .'astonishing 
amalgam. Choreographic revolu- 
tionary though he was, Nijinsky still ' 
kept faith with his balletic roots; : 
Isadora Duncasand Martba Gra- 
ham shook dance free of classical 
convention. The puH of gravity, which 
ballet had denied, was now 
embraced. Emotion became raw; a 
new breed ofworoan emerged. 

Then came Merce Cunningham, 
aided and abetted by John Cage. His 
choreography was determined by 
the thn»' of dice and set to the puire 
of a stop-watch.. Then came mini- 
malism - “Noto spectacle no to vir- 
tuosity no to transformations and 
magic and make-believe!” shrieked 
a manifesto - and its attendant 
obsessions with ordinariness, impro- 
visation, and trance-like repetition. 
Meanwhile ethnic minorities -blade I 
in America, Asian in Britain -were 
enriching the mixture. The dance : 
world fragmented into a thousand 
schools, each with its resident guru. 1 
Past gurus had emerged by aposmfic 
successioa-PaidThylorwoikedibr i 
Martha Graham, and nurtured ' 
Twyla Tharp and Pina Bausch. 
Today's gums emerge from media i 
studies seminars. 

Mackrell is outstandingly good i 
on the masterpieces created in St 




Ballet go upwards: Daniel Ezrafow in action on trie edge of a high hill taken from ‘Dancers' by Philip Trager (Bullfinch) 


Petersburg and Paris. Her prose is 
clean, vivid, and evocative; her 
vignettes on GiseUe,ApoBo, and the 


motional tinge. As she deals with 
contemporary hot-shots, that tinge 
grows stronger. One misses the 


Rite of Spring are superb pieces of critical edge aeeded to demystify 
critical writing. Her short essays on boredom-merchants like Rosemary 
Isadora and Graham give more Butcher and Richard Alston, and to 
illumination than whole books have put s lick operators like DVS's Lloyd 
done in the past. But half-way Newson - the Damien Hirst of 
through Reading Dance something dance - in their rightful place, 
unfortunate happens. MackrelTs When Siobhan Davies makes a 
prose acquires a hyperbolic, pro- work about “the rich set of feelings 


that dancers get as they make a 
dance” Mackrell nods approvingly. 
She doesn’t seem bothered that for 
many choreographers, process now 
counts for more than product. 

“Subverting the bourgeois com- 
plicity between performer and audi- 
ence” is the' sort of bogusness 
dance-radicals love but - as 
Matthew Bourne’s hit Swan Lake 
proved - that complicity has a 


healthy way of reasserting itself. 
MackreJI is far too sane and intel- 
ligent not to welcome this return to 
the juiciness of music, story, and 
spectacle, but she still champions 
her campus gurus. For such people 
and their students, her book will be 
required reading The rest of us may 
find in it - with its ruminations on 
partnering, scoring, staging, and 
filming - much food for thought. 


A brush with 
the intrepid fox 

Justin Wintle hails the thinker who 
taught that disunity is strength 


The Proper Study of Mankind: 
an anthology of essays 
by Isaiah Berlin, 

Chatto. £25 

S ir Isaiah Berlin was an influ- 
ence before I knew any- 
thing about him. At public 
school I was fortunate to be 
taught history by a Bailiol man. 
“Right, you lot.” he began one 
morning, “today you’re going to 
imbibe Kari Marx.” 

Cue sharp intake of breath by 
twenty-odd privileged prats. For 
most of us, Harold Wilson was 
anathema enough. Marx meant 
the USSR which meant the 
Cuban missile crisis which meant 
having come within a hair’s 
breath of extinction at the hands 
of rabid ideologues. Had Mr 
Cozzens finally flipped? 

But the lesson was no attempt 
at indoctrination. Rather we were 
introduced to Marx in the context 
of his times: an indomitable book- 
worm who offered fresh solutions 
to problems that bad taxed 
Europe's finest minds. We were 
reminded of the centra] preoc- 
cupations of the Enlightenment, 
and given a pur- 
chase on Hegelian 
metaphysics. His- mmmamm 
tory was never the a n. 

same again. ft riC 

Cozzens knew bis > „_X4 

Isaiah Berlin. girdTT 

When later I read « , 

Berlin’s mono- L/Xl 

graph, 1 found it . 

strangely familiar - ] U ITI 1 

and profoundly 
impressive. Pub- 0DS6 

lished in 1939, Kari 
Marx is still in print A+ [ 

(Fontana) and still 
the best introduc- prpol 

tion to its subject. ^ ca 

Berlin oray not r> 

especially like wL 
Marxian thought, ■"■■■■■ 

bur at the critical 
moments his expo- 
sition allows Marx to stand, even 
shine, in his own light. 

This is typical of Berlin. His 
concern is nearly always with 
larger moral issues, but he never 
succumbs to indignation. Instead 
he labours diligently and elo- 
quently at the rockface of other 
men’s thought. The Proper Study 
of Mankind is testimony to these 
qualities, even though, as a sam- 
pler of Berlin, it fails to exhibit his 
full range. Henry Hardy and 
Roger Hausheer, editors of these 
17 items, have a mission: to 
demonstrate that Berlin qualifies 
as a major thinker in his own 
right that his work, which has sal- 
lied forth as essays and lectures, 
needs to be seen as a whole. 

Are the claims substantiated? 
If not, then it is only because 
Berlin himself has outsmarted 
them. One of his bravura pieces 
is “The Hedgehog and the Fox’* 
(1953), which takes as its starting 
point a fragment of Antilochus: 
“The fox knows many things but 
the hedgehog knows one big 
thing.” Berlin applies this to the 
author of War and Peace. 

Tolstoy is torn, he argues, 
between rivaL and finally incom- 
patible, positions. Foxes are free- 
floating empiricists. They respond 
to events as they occur. Hedge- 


f He is a 
giraffe: an 
Oxford 
luminary 
observing 
other 
creatures 
at play 7 


hogs are rationalists, committed 
to the myth that all phenomena 
are reductible to a single system. 
They insist all knowledge forms 
a seamless unify. As a novelist. 
Tolstoy is fo.tily alert to the 
moment. He regularly captures 
the fleeting and the ineffable. It 
is when he turns his attention to 
the theory of history that the 
hedgehog bristles into view. 
Human beings, he suggests, are 
never more than symptoms of 
great but unseen forces - fate! 

Berlin’s own cosmogeny, peo- 
pled by European and Russian 
thinkers, abounds with both 
species, pluralism and monists. 
He sides with the pluralists. 
Monism, he asserts many times in 
these pages, is the stuff of author- 
itarianism; and as a Jew bom in 
Latvia, who witnessed the Revo- 
lution in Moscow before his fam- 
ily emigrated, he has every reason 
to distrust any system. If Hegel 
was Marx’s mentor, he also pro- 
vided key strands of Nazism. 

Berlin's outstanding contribu- 
tion to political theory has been 
his espousal of “value plural- 
ism”. There is not (he advances), 
nor can there be, a 
true convergence of 
ammmm human values. Even 

« a in one culture, such 

IS Cl values are innately 

rivalrous. Man is 
3 1 an bom to disagree. 

, The business of pol- 

Dra itics is not to 

attempt to resolve 
lary all differences, but 

. J to accommodate a 

■wmg natural diversity. 

® In “Two Concepts 
ipr of Liberty”, Berlin 

orchestrates his phi- 
LiTSS losophy with the 

u 1 notion of “negative 

*aw 1 liberty", insisting 

q J " that freedom can- 

nmmmm not be legislated. 

Only the removal of 
restraints can 
enable such a subjective affair. 

Typically, it is communist fas- 
cist and ultra-nationalist regimes 
that peddle “positive" liberty. 
What their ideologies share is the 
monist ideal. Since the ultimate 
source of this error is Socrates . 
Berlin in effect challenges the 
mainstream of western thought. 

Even so. it is difficult to con- 
ceive of Sir Isaiah in quite such 
radical terms. His lucid, polished 
discourse tempers his own theses 
so that his prose becomes a 
mosaic of the widest possible 
interplay of ideas. Yet such dis- 
course is itself a form of overview, 
so that it becomes unclear 
whether Berlin is after all a fox. 

Or perhaps he's a giraffe: an 
Oxford luminary observing other 
creatures at play, but sometimes 
forgetful of the implications of his 
own loftiness. This species cus- 
tom-evolved it would sometimes 
seem, for Lhe ivory tower. 

More pertinently, there is the 
recurring suspicion, articulated by- 
Berlin himself, that fulfilment 
need not depend on freedom at 
all. Regimes may not suit every- 
one, but they suit some. Thus 
Berlin’s edifice begins to crumble 
even as it rises, fragmenting back 
into the open-minded pluralism 
where, happily, it originates. 


Prophet and loss account 

David J Goldberg heckles the Chief Rabbi’s suburban sermon 


The Politics of Hope 

by Jonathan Sacks, 

Cape , £15.99 

T he temptation for clerics to add 
their two bits-worth in the political 
arena has a long, rarely happy his- 
tory. Nothing daunted the Orthodox 
Chief Rabbi has felt compelled to offer 
his diagnosis of the breakdown of con- 
temporary society and the failure of 
Western liberal democracy. His book, he 
modestly tells us in its Preface, is 
“unique”, and to be compared in its 
intent with. Rousseau's The Social Con- 
tract. 

Before considering whether Dr Sacks 
succeeds, it is worth asking what drove 
such a talented man to a project far 
removed from his usual sphere of con- 
cern. Two answers suggest themselves, 
neither particularly flattering. 

The first is that the chief rabbi has a 
Vicar of Bray propensity for attaching 
himself to whichever political doctrine is 
modish. In the early Eighties he was a 
robust Thatcherite; come lhe caring 
Nineties, he was convened to the politics 
of compassion; nowadays, he is the very 
epitome of nan-ideological New Labour, 
espousing the latest fad of “Communi- 
tarianistn”. 

The second answer is about the prophet 
being without honour in his own com- 
munity. The more his authority weakens 
within Anglo-Jewiy, the more Dr Sacks 
is admired outside, especially by those 


godless Fleet Street hacks who love to 
build up the bright Jewish boy with his 
Cambridge Double First at the expense 
of the hapless Archbishop of Canterbury. 
So why not offer your prescription for 
moral rejuvenation 


What caused it? It was the Enlighten- 
ment's fault, for failing to distinguish 
between liberalism and libertarianism. 
The book’s central chapters, on the Lib- 
eral Revolution, the birth of the Individ- 
ual, and Moral Lan- 


to a respectfully 
attentive non- Jew- 
ish audience? 

77re Politics of 
Hope is, appropri- 
ately. something of 
a curate's egg of a 
book. For a start, it 
is much too loud 
for its thesis, more 
an extended series 
of sermons than a 
developed argu- 
ment, and like most 
sermons, it could 
usefully be cut in 
half; but Dr Sacks is 
in love with words. Jonathan Sacks: ‘Too loutT 
They pour from him 

in torrents, repetitive, reiterated, regur- tivism. v 
gilated. Presumably, his editor was too Havir 
much in awe to staunch the flow. of modf 

Also, tike most sermons, it relies more nostrum 
on impressionist generalisations than modest 
hard statistics. Time and again we arc Tocquev 
invited to view a Hogarthian landscape of those io 
muggings, drugs, dysfunctional families, schools : 
divorce, depressive illness, suicide, abor- a stake i 
tion, illegitimacy and falling educational vision oi 
standards. call the 

There is something rotten in the state, which er 


guage. are very good 
indeed. Dr Sacks 
writes with succinct 
clarity and insight 
about the ideas of 
Locke, Hume and 
Hobbes. He is less 
fair on Kant, and 
dismissive about A J 
Ayer's logical posi- 
tivism or Sartre’s 
existentialism, but 
understandably so, 
given that for him 
the notion of indi- 
vidual autonomy, 
overriding tradi- 
jo loucf tioual morality and 

leading to rela- 
tivism. was where the rot started. 

Having exhaustively catalogued the ills 
Of modem society, what are Dr Sacks’s 
nostrums, his politics of hope? They are 
modest indeed. He wants to restore de 
Tocquevillc’s “voluntary associations'", 
those local fraternities of congregations, 
schools and businesses which give people 
a stake in running their communities. A 
vision once guided us - “that we loosely 
call the Judaeo-Christian tradition” - 
which emphasised the value of institutions 


and to which all broadly subscribed, 
“poor and rich alike, miners, labourers, 
politicians. -fellows of Oxbridge colleges 
and children in the village school." These 
“mediating structures" need to be revived. 
They promote three qualities which are 
mentioned time and time again: “civility” 
“gentility” and "graciousness". All very 
well, but let us riot forget that, like Mr 
Major's nostalgia for warm beer and vil- 
lage cricket, such a rosy idealisation was 
predicated on strict hierarchy and class 
raequality. 

The primacy of marriage, family and 
education must also be re-assened. Dr 
Sacks writes movingly of family life, a 
testament to the warmth of his own. 
Essentially, though, his is a dream of 
cosy suburban domesticity, the aspira- 
tions of Jewish Finchley made manifest. 
He is particularly fond of using Regent's 
Park, with its elegant terraces, neatly 
la id-out gardens and public and private 
spaces, as a metaphor for the well- 
ordered civil society. He concedes thai 
it might sound “middle-class, middle- 
aged and prosaic”, but family and com- 
munity are at the heart of his blueprint 
for the new social equation. 

Ir was Kierkegaard who dubbed Isaac 
“the bourgeois patriarch”, in contrast 
to his father Abraham, who had been 
a “knight of faith”. On the evidence of 
this book. Dr Sacks is the bourgeois 
prophet of hope for our limes, the reli- 
gious counterpart - ponder it. dear 
reader - to Tony Blair. 
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Paperbacks 


By Boyd Tonkin 


Hitter's Willing Executioners 
by Daniel Jonah Goldhagen 
(Abacus, £9.99) On Monday, 
the young Harvard historian 
Daniel Goldhagen will 
accept the rarely-awarded 
Democracy Prize in Bonn for 
this, the most contentious 
reinterpretation of Nazi war 
crimes in 30 years. To sum 
up a complex charge-sheet, 
he claims that ordinary 
German civilians and 
soldiers - conditioned by 
their bred-in-the-bone anti- 
Semitism - not only knew 
plenty about the unfolding 
Holocaust. They also took an 
eager part in execution- 
squads that killed almost as 
many as the death comps. 
Goldhagen’s critics (who 
include Jewish historians) 
have riposted that he 
demonises all Germans just 
as the Nazis demonised all 
Jews. But the evidence 
proves compelling, and the 
passion of his argument 
Somes off the page. 

The House Guest by Barbara 
Anderson (Vintage, £6.99) 
Anderson's earlier novels 
and stories brought to mind 
a Kiwi Alan Bennett - 
pawky, sidelong glances at 
suburban New Zealand life 
with a slicing wit that cur 
through to the oddity under 
the chintz and tea-sets. The 
House Guest stages a more 
elaborate plot, with curious 
echoes of Henry James. A 
researcher arrives in NZ on 
the trail of a mysterious US 
women writer who settled 
there in silence. The unveiling 
of Alice O’Leary's secrets runs 
in parallel with discoveries 
about Robin, the scholar- 
sleuth. It sounds a standard 
plot - except that the fine 
comic detail of Anderson's 
writing lifts every paragraph. 
Alice, we learn, had “a 
quickness" about her - and so, 
in spades, does Anderson. 

The Debt to Pleasure by 
John Lanchester (Picador. 
£5.99) Sometimes reviewing 
is a lonely trade. My 
brightest colleagues 
garlanded this debut novel, 
and its riddling recil by a 
francophile foodie 
psychopath, with every 
superlative that the OED (or 
even Larousse) could supply. 
As for moi, I ploughed 
wearily through a frigid 
unreliable-narrator exercise 
in the late-Nabokov manner, 
not much cheered by the fact 
that we never trust the 
crashing snob and bore (and 
killer) at its heart. 1 admired 


the savoury prose; 1 relished 
the polyglot kitchen argot; I 
salivated on cue at the 
baroque recipes that nasty 
Tarquin Winot offers us. But 
when reviewers hauled in 
Dickens (Dickens!) as a 
comparison, I wondered just 
wbac kind of literary planer 
they (or I) inhabited. 

Love's Work by Gillian Rose 
(Vintage, £5.99) How many 
books of the 1990s will still 
be read in half a century? If 
there's any justice in this 
world (ana Gillian Rose’s 
life and thought powerfully 
suggest the opposite), this 
one will be among them. A 
bold and original 
philosopher (who held a 
chair at Warwick University), 
Rose wrestled with the 
conflicts between her Jewish 
heritage, her Protestant cast 
of mind and the corrosive 
scepticism of so much 
modem thought. She died of 
ovarian cancer in December 
1995. Not long before, she 
completed this brief (135 
pages) but searing blend of 
memoir and essay. Its rapt 
accounts of sexual passion, 
religious faith, intellectual 
work - and life-threatening 
sickness - also manage many 
flashes of wry comedy and 
some striking character- 
sketches, from her enigmatic 
lover “Father Dr Patrick 
Gorman" to her old chum 
Camille Paglia. This is a 
book one yearns to know (in 
every sense) by heart. 

Faith Fox by Jane Gardam 
(Abacus, £6.99) There has 
always been a blackly comic 
streak buried in Jane 
Gardam's novels and here it 
finds full and exhuberant 
expression. Faith Fox is the 
Surrey-bora infant daughter 
of Holly who dies in 
childbirth. Abandoned by 
her grieving family, she is 
driven north to spend the 
first few months of her life 
with her eccentric uncle 
Jack, his mad wife, Jocasta 
and assorted hangers-on 
(including a set of enraged 
Tibetan refugees and a 
housekeeper who can 
neithercook nor dean) in 
their religious retreat on the 
Northumberland Moors. On 
one level, Gardam's tale is a 
simple story of the great 
North/South divide - the 
geographical split that shuts 
off one end of Britain from 
the other, but it is also a story 
about love and redemption, 
sex and death recounted in 
dazzling style. 




The sinking ship of 

Alberto Manguel enjoys a stationary odyssey on the Brooklyn waterfront 


T he Ordinary Seaman is a con- 
temporary odyssey - the 
chronicle of a voyage that will 
not take place, an adventure 
story that is all beginning and no end, 
an urban sea-yarn with no sea. The 
source, according to Goldman him- 
self, was an item in the New York 
press, reporting that 17 Latin-Amer- 
ican sailors, abandoned by their ship’s 
authorities, had lived for months in 
a rat-infested, unheated bull on the 
Brooklyn waterfront Goldman inter- 
viewed the sailors: one gave him his 
own 12-page accoum of the ordeal, 
urging Goldman to make use of it. 
Ten years later, Goldman did. 

The result is a brilliantly imagined 
recreation of their sufferings set 
against asocial atlas of contemporary 
America; Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala. Mexico. Cuba, Argentina 
and, of course, the United States. The 
sailors' stories unfold in backward 
glances and forward flashes so that 
every present moment wavers 


The Ordinary Seaman 

by Francisco Goldman, Faber, £25. 99 

between regret and foreboding, bru- 
tal glimpses of the Sandinisca war and 
dreams of a better life. 

One sailor, Bernardo, dies of a 
gangrenous leg; another, Esteban, 
escapes into the city where fate 
rewards him with a haircut and the 
love of a Mexican manicurist; others 
drag out their existences through 
theft, through erotic fantasies or by 
drugging themselves with kerosene 
fumes. No one can help these "ordi- 
nary seamen" move on but them- 
selves: neither the Ship Visitor who 
takes professional pity on the 
stranded men, nor the Reverend 
Kathy Roundtree who has assumed 
the role of "the Pori of New Jersey 
and New York’s Father Brown”, and 
certainly not the god-like and 
ambiguous Captain who professes 
more knowledge of herbal medicine 
than seafaring craft. 


Nor will anyone avenge them. In 
our time, the guilty go unpunished. 
"Nowadays any scum can hide from 
God," says the Reverend Roundtree. 
“All you need is, whatever, a flag of 
convenience, brass plate incorpora- 
tion." In this Odyssey gods and mor- 
tals, kings and enchantresses, Qdops 
and Penelopes are small, inglorious, 
everyday creatures, neither less hor- 
rible nor less fate-bound chan their 
illustrious predecessors. 

The most striking aspect of The 
Ordinary Seaman is its language, a 
baroque “Espanglfe” coming into its 
own: "Ay no, muchacha, it hurts. It 
hurts just to remember that, just my 
band touching your warm skin 
through a dress. A tightening in my 
throat, va, puts.” Anyone who has 
spent any time in New York, Los 
Angeles or Miami will recognise 
(with either vivas of approval or shit, 
mans of regret) the rich, rhythmical 
prose of those Pan-American streets, 
which Goldman so deftly handles. 


Memories, daydreams, visions of sex • 
and death, descriptions of war, 
moments of half-magic and night- * 
mares - all build up the waiting-time, 
fill foe empty hull of the skeleton ship 
half in Spanish, half in English. 

It is true that other writers have 
made use of the doomed journey, 
notably B Haven in The Death Ship, 
Katherine Anne Porter in Ship of 
Fools and Julio Cdrt&zar in The 
Prizes, but in these novels both the 
vessel and its voyagers seem too 
obviously and dogmatically symbolic 
Goldman’s ship is less imposing, its 
adventures (or lack of adventures) 
less literary. Precisely for that reason, 
the novel suggests other readings 
besides the mere tale of a drawn-out 
waiting. One is mythical: the story of 
bow a society comes into being. 
Abandoned by tbe bosses who sum- 
moned them, transformed into out- 
siders, given neither permission to 
enter the dry nor a purpose to leave 
it, the sailors are forced to form their 



own community, dream op their own 
history, create their own leaders and, 
of course, their own outsiders in a 
latino version of the settlement of 
America. 

Another reading is political. The 
Ordinary Seaman can be read as a 
parable about tbe inability of the 
most powerful city in the most pow- 
erful country in the Western world to 
give a mission and a purpose to 
those washed up on her shores, to 
find for them a place in its national 
ambitions, to fulfil the promise 
engraved on its Statue of Liberty. In 
fact, it is almost without irony that the 
statue of the torch-bearing Lady 
becomes, for the sailors, an emblem 
of their own immobility m a forecast 
made by Bernardo, the one sailor 
who must in the end, like all 
prophets, die: “When that statue 
walks, chovolos, this ship will sail". 
The ship's ultimate fate (which 
mustn’t be revealed) neither co nfirm s 
nor denies Bernardo’s prophecy. 
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Audiobooks 



S trange fey images and 
vibrant prose make Kate 
Atkinson’s wonderful new 
novel Human Croquet 
(HarperCollins, 3hrs, £8.99) 
excellent listening, though 
Patrida Hodge reads a shade 
too meaningfully and the 
story is less empatheiic than 
Behind The Scenes at the 
Museum. 

How would you cope if 
your 17-year-old daughter 
was kidnapped by a 
psychopath? Deborah 
Moggach’s spine-chilling 
Seesaw (Reed, c2hrs, £8.99) is 
every parent’s worst 
nightmare. 

Josie Lawrence’s 
compelling reading will keep 
you chewing your nails for 
every terrifying minute. 

Not scared enough? A 
dramatisation of Stephen 
King’s Pet Sematary (BBC 
3hrs, £8.99) should see you 
right over foe edge. 

Complete with gruesome 
groans and ominous traffic 
noises from the killer road 
that stimulates the vengeance 
of its ghastly “deadfall" of 
pets - and people - this is 
not for foe faint-hearted, or 
for bedtime. 


Christina Hardyment 
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Independent choice: 
women and crime 


By Mary Scott 


S tewart Park is everybody's worst 
nightmare. His face is like a long, 
tapering wedge of Cheddar cheese. 
A single look sends mothers in foe local 
playground scurrying to the police, turns 
a prostitute's eyes pale with fear. There 
will be people not sleeping well tonight 
because of him. 

Stewart is also the narrator of Freezing 
by Penelope Evans (Black Swan, £6.99) 
and the most unusual and endearing 
fictional sleuth I have ever encountered. 
His world is that of London's underclass. 
He lives at home with his ancient, 
complaining Dad, who takes things to 
pieces to see how they work and who is 
gripped, serially, by mad enthusiasms - 
home security, fishing. 

By day, Stewart is a photographer in a 
morgue. By night he fights, courtesy of his 
computer, alongside Dustraiser- who 
will save foe Ice Maiden. 

Enter the real Ice Maiden, the corpse 
of a young girl pulled from tbe Thames. 
What follows is an extraordinary 
odyssey. Innocent, simple, ugly Stewart 
blunders along foe trail of the 
anonymous dead girl and the pre- 
programmed Dustraiser develops a mind 
of his own. 

Minor characters (and real treats) 
along the way include Lady, the pitbull 
with a heart of gold, Whyne Dodds, the 
chilling policeman with whom Stewart 
went to school, and Angie, the fat nurse 
who makes him realise that perhaps he 
isn’t everyone's worst nightmare after 
all. But the best thing about this novel is 
the way it enters Stewart’s mind and 
portrays the sophisticated world to 
which we are all accustomed as 
incomprehensible. It’s utterly gripping, 
utterly convincing - a stunning 
achievement. 

Jenefer Shute’s Sex Crimes (Seeker & 
Warburg, £9.99) has an intriguing 
narrator too. She’s Christine Chandler, a 
38-year-old, successful lawyer who 


admits, from the start, she was 
responsible for a violent attack on her 26- 
year-old lover. Scon. The novel takes the 
form of a deposition to her lawyer. 
Snippets from the press - depicting her as 
the Boston Fury - intersperse her own, 
seemingly rational account. Scott pursued 
her. she insists, not foe other way about 
But gradually, as she continues - 1 defy 
you not to keep turning the pages - she 
reveals her madness. The achievement 
here is to admit us into foe mind of a 
monster. 

As in Freezing, Lesley Grant- 
Adamson’s The Girl in the Case (Hodder 
& Stoughton, £16.99) has a denouement 
that involves a dog. But Jay, the badly- 
behaved golden retriever belonging to 
the protagonist Mandy, is an unlikely 
saviour. 

As unlikely as the rest of the plot: silly 
Mandy, an estate agent, allows herself 
to be lured to a remote cottage. 
Realising her predicament, she phones a 
colleague but doesn’t suggest that the 
colleague calls the police. And when she 
stumbles on concrete evidence (an 
explicit video) of who has done the 
murders, she leaves it overnight - she is 
too tired, you understand - before 
informing the police of its existence. In 
the meantime, the tape is stolen by the 
resident kleptomaniac. I have always 
suspected that people who choose to 
bury themselves in the depths of the 
countryside (the novel is set in rural 
Oxfordshire) might be a couple of bricks 
short of a building set. My prejudices 
are confirmed. 

Faint Praise by Ellen Hart (The 
Women's Press, £6.99) features dogs as 
well, though not as main characters. 
Restaurant owner Jane Lawless leaves 
her home, her aunt Beryl (and her dogs) 
to camp in a Minneapolis loft - a loft to 
die for. Wonderful interior decor: and 
wonderful dialogue. Who cares who did 
it (did what?), as long as the women keep 



Pick of the week 

Freezing by Penelope Evans 


on wisecracking? This is also a lesbian 
romance with the sexual action kept 
comfortably - for heterosexuals like me - 
off the page. Oh. and Jane cooks a mean 
dinner: try her recipe for chicken on 
page 51. 

There are ao dogs in Hot Poppies by 
Reggie Nadelson (Faber, £14.99). The 
poppies in question are mutant opium 
ones that have been irradiated by fallout 
from a secret Cbemobyl-style explosion 
in China. Ingest them and you bleed from 
your ears. This is a gripping, hard-boiled 
whodunit which takes FI Artie Cohen to 
Hong Kong on the brink of its succession 
to China. 

Artie’s girlfriend wants to adopt a 
Chinese baby. Back in New York, 
illegal immigrants toil in sweatshops, 
in which “Fire Exit* 1 is scrawied in red 
on a blank, whitewashed, brick wall. 
The inevitable happens; the place goes 
up in flames. Daute-esque scenes 
follow; doomed women ding; seven 
stories up, to a fire escape, then 
plunge to their death. Against all 
odds, Artie brings a Chinese baby back 
to his girlfriend - but not the baby she 
was expecting. 


A place in the sun 

Paula Burnett on a new Caribbean classic 


Texaco by Patrick Chamoi- 
seau, translated by Rose- 
Myriam RSjouis and Val 
Vinokurov, Grants, £15.99 


T exaco won foe Prix 
Goncourt (foe French 
Booker) in 1992 and 
bas already sold half a mil- 
lion copies in France. It has 
been translated into Japan- 
ese and Korean as well as 
nine other European lan- 
guage At long last, it has 
come out in English. What 
have we been missing? 

For Milan Kundera, 
Chamoiseau “takes liber- 
ties with French which not 
one of his French contem- 
poraries could even imagine 
taking”. This big novel is 
volubly oral, its flow rapid, 
poetic and witty. It proceeds 
“by whirling paths...like 
driftwood riding foe tide of 
memories'*. 

Swampy would enjoy Tex- 
aco. So should the growing 
army of citizens who have 
stood up against business or 
officialdom on behalf of 
their communities. Texaco is 
a shantytown built on foe ofl 
company’s disused depot 
between sea and moun tain 
between tbe country and 
the city of Fort de France, 
capital of the Caribbean 
island of Martinique, 
Chamoiseau’s home. 

Its residents are 
“between" in another sense 
- creoles, people emerging 
from once separate cultural 
and racial histories. They 
defend their threatened 
community with everything 
from pitched battles to pol- 
itics - including such tactics 
as sharing out foe children 
so that each house has “big- 
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eyedblackids” to face down 
the officials. And they win. 

The town planner, feUed 
by a stone in the opening 
pages, is transformed by the 
end into the residents’ cham- 
pion. He is changed by foe 
old woman who mends his 
head and tells him foe epic 
story of how the people came 
to be there, and why it mat- 
ters that they remain, build- 
ing not only homes but their 
sense of who they are. 

Memory is their history, 
the map of their alleys like 
the map of foe veins in their 
ftands. Wipe that out in 
improvement projects, sug- 
gests Chamoiseau, and you 
destroy something irre- 
placeable. 

like V S Naipaul’s 
Caribbean classic A House 
for Mr Biswas, foe book tells 
of the heroic struggle of the 
dispossessed to secure a 
place - but if is very differ- 
ent, with its rich tumble of 
stories spilling out just as foe 
shanties spill down foe hiU. 

The old woman’s voice 
that predominates chroni- 
cles trie epochs by the budd- 
ing materials used by foe 
poor, straw, crate-wood, 
asbestos, finally concrete. 
This is Cbamoiseaa ’s tribute 
to a lineage of unsung 
herpes with an “ancestral 
custom of survival”, as in 
Derek Walcott’spoetic epic 
Omeros. The final section 
tells of the authors gather- 
ing of oral histories from 
real people; erf his sense of 
recording a vanishing past.- 

Is 1989 Chamoiseau co- 
authored the manifesto In 
Praise of Crvoieness. Texaco 
is Creole poetics in action. 
It contrasts “an occidental 
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urban logic, all lined up, 
ordered, strong like the 


French language" with Cre- 




ole's "open profusion”. The 
Creole city, it says, speaks a 
new language and generates £’■ : 
a new identify, multilingual 
and multiracial. ~ ; 

The novel is in dialogue 
with Aime Cesaire, founder 
of foe nigritude movement 
That Martinique is today an 
equal part of metropolitan 
France, and therefore the 
EU, is very much its mayor 
Cdsa ire’s doing. But 
Chamoiseau’s generation 
wants independence. Texaco 
is seen as foe last bastion of 
local identify, threatened by 
the encroaching French dty. 

Translation has not been 
easy. Rejouis and 
Vinokurov have no 
Caribbean English, which 
has produced some anom- 
alies. Why use foe French 
spelling mdbi when 
“mauby” is a familiar term . 
in the anglophone 
Caribbean? The insistence 
on using “hutch” for cases 
(the shantytown dwellings) 
grates, as hutch conveys 
none of foe pathos of | 

makeshift home-making. 

But the standard English I 

tone is accurate enough: { 

most of the French is closer j 

to standard than the | 

Caribbean idiom developed t 

by some writers in English. j 

This exhilarating book is I 

now available to a huge new J 

readership’. If only a fluent . Jj 

Creole and Caribbean Eng- 4) 
lish speaker had translated T i 
it- a StLudan, for instance. 

Derek Walcott’s language, 
which' draws' on both tradi- 
tions, shows what, could 
have been done. 













Invasion of the culture snatchers: arma d as of cruise slops ply the Caribbean disgorging thousands of tourists on streamlined day-trips 
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he craft steals through the , 
calm of a Caribbean njgfet as 
sflemtyasa4x 100 watt lou&- 
speakersystem paying dodgy 
and 'distorted salsa allows. 
Bartunately, the vessel that 
we dozen Brits had boarded 


Simon Calder joins a floating hotel for a carve through the Caribbean 


Everyone scrambles on to the more 
serious ship; each dutching a duty-free 
bag. Yet our cheap booze is pure contra- 


in the Dominican Republic is bot the one •• band, breaking the ship rule that liquor 


that is to take is cruising for a week. In mar- 
itime parlance, it could most kindly be 
described as a tender, a launch bearing us 
across to the twinkling triangle on the bori- 
zon - appropriately named MV Horizon. 

There is something endearingly British 
about the way that, each week, a boatload 
of holidaymakers is despatched upon the 
high seas to join a Caribbean cruise that 
is already in progress. 

Here’s the plan. Celebrity Cruises is a big 
Greek -American corpo- • •• 
ration. It setts space on its 
weekly cruise around the mmmmmmim 

Eastern Caribbean to 
Britain's biggest tour 
operator, Thomson. The 
cruise begins each Satur- 
day in San Juan on the . 
island of Puerto Rico. 
Unfonunat^Thomson’s 
airline, Britannia, does 
not fly to San Juan. It 
does, however, fly on Sun- ■ 
days to Santo Domingo. 

The good news is that _ . 

Santo Domjngp is a fine 
Spanish odomal capital, a kind of Havana- 
which-works, and the perfect place to join 
a cruise. The bad news is flat the most that 
the British holidaymaker sees of the city 
is the eccentrically constructed and run 
international airport: You are -decanted 
from a Boeing 767 into a minibus for the 
three-hour drive along the coast to dos- 


may not be brought aboard. Thus the 
British stamp their national Identity on an 
otherwise all-American, mission. 

You meet the rep, Julie - quite the jol- 
lies! person in the entire western hemi- 
sphere, let alone the Eastern Caribbean. 

You meet your cabin steward, whose 
beaming visage contains only the barest 
glimpse of disapproval at (a) the duty-free 
bag and (b) a slightly grubby bicycle. 

• You meet your room, a bottom-of-tbe- 
range- but-perfectly-ser- 
viceable “standard 
wmmmmmmmmmmmmnm inside cabin” that is to 
# _ . . . perambulate you gently 

I Santo Domingo IS Sound the Caribbean 

for a week. And then 
you become vaguely 
aware that the ship has 
started to move, in the 
general direction of sus- 
pended reality. 

There are a hundred 
reasons why cruising is 
bad for the world, such 
as the distress and dis- 
ruption caused to a small 
island by. offloading 1,000 people in the 
morning for a day-long frenzy of concen- 
trated tourism, only for them to disappear 
at dusk leaving nothing but a few dollars 
and a few more dents- in a fragile com- 
munity. 

But within five minutes of phoning 
room service and a fresh salad appearing 


a fine Spanish 
colonial capital, a 
kind of Havana- 
which-worksf 


est point on dty land to fee good ship Hqri- ■ for supper, and five seconds after illicitly 


zon. Then the boat ride begins, scooting 
noisily across the water to the waiting ship; 
waiting, indeed, well past her appointed 
departure time for the arrival of tbe la re- 
running contingent from Gatwick. 


sipping the finest Australian shiraz that 
Gatwick can sell, you drown out the anx- 
ieties by submerging yourself in a foam- 
ing bath of excess. 

For the first 36 hours of the British ver- 


son of the cruise, there are none of those 
troublesome islands to visit. So you idly 
busy yourself about the ship, establishing 
routines to support you comfortably for a 
week. JFbragzng for sustenance is not among 
fee challenges you face. From before dawn 
to beyond midnight you could happily pig 
out in half a dozen venues, then ring cabin 
service for extra supplies during the small 
hours. This will cost you not a single penny 
- or, in the on-board currency, a cent Hori- 
zon most closely resembles an addi- 
tional US state, drifting with- 
out undue purpose off 
Florida. 

Seating for for- 
mal dining seems 
to be allocated 
by nationality, 
with British 
diners kept 
away from 
US citizens. 

So the ideal 
place to 
meet Ameri- 
cans is in the 
men’s sauna 
(.though possi- 
bly not if you are 
female). Unless 
you encounter 
strangely reticent spec- 
imen. within five sweaty 
minutes of settling on the 
painfully piping-hot timbers, you will 
find out where he is from, bow many times 
be has been divorced, how much he 
earns - and how much he paid for the 
cruise. 

The one certainty in this torrent of 
information is that he will have paid more 
than you. Thomson has negotiated some 
entertainingly low prices for a five-star 
cruise. For fee peakest of high-season 


departures, I paid f 950. If you were to 
book the same trip from the Celebrity 
Cruises' British office, you could pay 
about half as much again. One benefit of 
booking direct, though, is that it takes care 
of the difference between American pas- 
sengers and the British over tipping. For 
“difference" read “stinginess". 

Celebrity, like many other cruise lines, 
prescribes the exact gratuity that each pas- 
senger should give to various crew mem- 
bers. The idea is to raise wages to a 
decent level. But the practice 
finds little favour among 
some Thomson pas- 
sengers. As Hurt- 
's. zon sailed south 
of the Puerto 
Rico Trench, 
discontent 
was marked 
by an un- 
seemly mut- 
iny: the tip 
envelopes of 
some Brits 
were a good 
few notes 
short of the 
appropriate wad 
of dollars. For 
direcr diems. Celeb- 
rity avoids financial 
embarrassment by issuing 
tipping vouchers in advance - 
removing the voluntary element from 
fee equation. 

Whatever the staff in the Starlight 
Restaurant earn from the British, they 
deserve double for unflagging good 
humour and service. The set piece each 
day is an elaborate dinner, such as is 
served in the kind of restaurant that 
would not normally have toc3tcr for peo- 
ple like me. Another aspect that takes 



some getting used to is that you share a 
table with the same diners every night You 
have seven opportunities to become accus- 
tomed to the idea, by which time the perils 
fours have multiplied lo grands lingt-huits 
and you have not a snowflake-in-a-sauna‘s 
chance of sweating off the excess weight. 
Luckily 1 found The Knox family from 
Yorkshire unstintingly entertaining, 
though they might not say the same about 
me. Five stars for this family of five. then, 
but none for the official on-board enter- 
tainment: a dreary procession of sub- 
Broadway pastiches that would never 
have made it to Butlin's at Bognor Regis. 
But unlike Butlin's, you 
can quickly escape to the 
deck to waten a full 
moon drench quicksil- 
ver upon a thousand 
islets in the mirrored sea. 

Ah yes, that's where 
we arc - the Caribbean, 
threading through a 
necklace of islands 
which enjoy the possibly 
dubious and certainly 
temporary benefit of our 
company. Names skip 
enticingly from the 
pages of the brochure as 
if you were flicking through a stamp 
album: Antigua. Barbados. Martinique. 
Puerto Rico.' St Thomas. .And some peo- 
ple's view of the ports-of-call is as two- 
dimensional as a postage stamp. As far as 
the ship’s excursions desk is concerned, 
the perfect passenger is expected to sign 
up for a minibus trip around the island, 
eat a mass-produced lunch and end up at 
a mass-produced souvenir shop. 

Yet you can easily evade expectations. 
The charter airline will accept a bicycle 
for free. It stows neatly into your cabin 
without impeding the procession of room 


l Puerto Rico: big 
enough to absorb 
its role as the 
Clapham Junction 
of cruising J 


service deliveries. You are now equipped 
for rapid transport around the ship ( there 
may be a by-law prohibiting on-board 
cycling but I swear I never saw it). And 
with two wheels you are able to glide 
effortful ly around each island, taking 
stock of the scenery and providing mod- 
est entertainment for the local people - 
especially when hauling yourself wheezily 
up the little-known Barbados Alps. Take 
the cycle clips off on Martinique, the 
insufferably joiie French island with 
Himalayan tendencies: next day. pedal 
thankfully across Antigua's ample acres. 

St Thomas is the saddest call: handsome 
Danish heritage swamped by a tidal wave 
of tawdry daytrippery. Conserve your 
calves for Puerto Rico, big and pretty’ 
enough to absorb its role as the Clapham 
Junction of ihe 
Caribbean cruise. At the 
boistrous harbour in San 
Juan, you bid farewell to 
your sauna-soulmates - 
who miss out on the best 
treat of the whole voyage. 

While Chuck and 
Hank fly back to the 
Midwestern snows, the 
British enjoy the longest 
stay of all: 16 hours in 
one of the minor gems of 
the Spanish Caribbean, 
inhabited by a raucously 
friendly bunch of people 
with apparently no business more press- 
ing than to exchange beers with British 
boaters. 

The final night leaves you in an unfa- 
miliar position of seniority. To the new 
arrivals who boarded in Puerto Rico, you 
are an old shiphand. demonstrating vour 
grasp of the ropes (and the sauna Ho the 
newcomers. How curious your departure 
must appear to them the next morning 
when Horizon moors off the Dominican 
coast. A mobile juke box puffs across from 
the mainland to pick up that funny loL still 
defiantly clutching their duty-free bags. 


9 


I 

9 


ArwsLeftd<x<v> 

1 


C C t ^ 

-j-Acm 


New YcrI< 


San pRctne 1 6co 


Wcxs kitten 

\ 4-Ao-rvt 


v't> J 


v-t* 


- CaB now or see your navel agrni. All tores listed are return from London. .Ml fares may be subject to bnuted availabdirv and travel periods. Rksciksct taxes excluded. 

For deuik and conditions sec ITV Teletext page 380. your travel agent or British Airways Travel Shop- Or book and par ar our internet sue. blip- iw-wbritish-ainnyvconi 

For these othee Wofttd Offers c<s»tl: 0345 222111 

k 26th MttRck 7. 

Wcrlo offers 

British Airways 


hup >Vinndndi > aMM!-tBiu 


The world’s favourite airline ^ 











Praise be to Air Miles 


Matthew 
Hoffman 
gives a 
guided tour 
through the 
heavenly 
vaults of 
Venice 


I d late 1993. 1 realised that 1 
could collect Air Miles sim- 
ply by paying bills with my 
bank-issued credit card. But 
where should I fly to, when 
I Anally succeeded in gar- 
nering thousands of miles (which, 
at £20 per mile, would obviously be 
some time off)? Three years later, 
on a cold, misty winter afternoon, 
1 peered through the unwashed 
glass of a motoscafo speeding 
through the Venetian lagoon. The 
campaniles of Venice were spread 
out to starboard like the skyscrap- 
ers of New York as seen from the 
New Jersey turnpike. It was mid- 
week, rather than a weekend, and 
I had booked three nights at an 
inexpensive pension just off the 
Grand Canal near the Accademia 
art gallery. 

There was a problem, though. 
What can you do in such a treasure 
house as Venice in only three days? 
Or, more precisely, what can you do 
without? For me, the answer was 
determined by a summer holiday 
spent in nearby Vicenza in 1995. 
On that occasion, I had spent about 
10 days touring the Veneto 
(Venice's historic mainland depen- 
dency') seeing as many as I could of 
the buildings of Andrc3 Palladio, 
the 16th-century Vicentine archi- 
tect. Now I derided to confine my 
sightseeing on this short trip to 
Palladio’s two complete churches, 
San Giorgio Maggiore and II 
Redentore - or at least to make 
them my first priority. 

Of course, I had seen the exter- 
iors of these churches before. Who 
hasn't? Anyone who has ever stood 
in front of the Doge's Palace, at the 
heart of tourist Venice, and looked 
across the lagoon, has noticed the 
classical portico of San Giorgio 
floating there, anchored to its little 
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island. And. turning to the right, 
along the waterfront of the 
Giudecca, with a little more 
discernment you may have picked 
out, from the tine of smaller build- 
ings, the compact, domed profile of 
Palladio’s votive church dedicated 
to the Redeemer, in thanksgiving 
for deliverance from the plague of 
1575-6. On this trip, however. I 
wouldn’t merely gaze from afar. 

Within an hour of getting to 
town. I had walked across the 
Dorsoduro from my hotel to the 
Zattere water-bus stop and caught 
a number 82 vaporvtto to Reden- 
tore on the Giudecca: but it was 
already late afternoon, with sunset 
fast approaching. The church is Lit 
by natural light and it was, to be 
frank, gloomy inside. It had a 
chaste magnificence but mine of the 
delight of" say. one of Veronese’s 
frescoed rooms in Palladio's Villa 
Maser. Of course, it was dedicated 
to a serious purpose; it’s not a 


nobleman’s pleasure palace. But 
somehow I had not allowed for the 
difference. It was too dark to stay 
long, and I left for dinner a little 
disappointed. 

The next day, after a morning 
spent among 
the glories of 
Veneu’an arts ' “ 

£?*&£ « Palladia 

capitals, st 

idation for _. 

San Giorgio COmSrSj 31 

Maggiore. mmmmmmtmmm 

This time. 

though, 1 was delighted. II Reden- 
tore may be made for spiritual 
reflection; San Giorgio is designed 
for show. The wealthy Benedictine 
monks must have wanted a church 
to rival the newly rebuilt St Peter's 
in Rome, for what they commis- 
sioned from Palladio is a magni- 
ficent showcase of High Renais- 


sance grandeur. This is more. 
Roman empire than Roman 
Catholic. Take the deep, U-shaped 
choir behind the chancel. Above 
the carved stalls there is an alter- 
nating series of windows and niches 


l Palladio’s compressions of pilasters and 
capitals, seemingly overlapping as they turn 
corners, are surely music frozen in space? 


for standing sculptures, each ele- 
ment separated by an order of 
Corinthian half-columns sur- 
mounted by pediments and linked 
by a wide, sculpted moulding. A 
broad, classical cornice crowns the 
whole ensemble. Though the niches 
contain what are no doubt meant 
to be saints, the overall effect is like 


something out of a Roman temple. 

Back in the main nave, through 
the aisles, into the apsidal arms of 
the transepts and under the high 
dome, there is a thrilling sense of 
spatial ordering. Architectural his- 
torians write 
of the rhyth- 
mic use of 

isters and 
s they turn 
in space? T" 

though the 
members of a 
building were like notes of a com- 
position. That analogy had always 
seemed strained to me, but Palla- 
dio’s compressions of pilasters and 
of capitals, seemingly overlapping 
as they turn the comers from the 
nave to the crossing to the cbanceL, 
are surely music frozen in space. 

The next day in Venice I 


devoted to other matters, but on 
my last morning I set out early- 
more from a sense of duty than 
desire - to take a last look at II 
Redentore. Tbe Giudecca Canal 
was shrouded in fog and tbe 
church loomed up before me as I 
approached it from the vaporetto 
stop. I plunged on inside and 
found myself atone but for a clean- 
ing woman. The contrast in 
upkeep with San Giorgio was 
immediately apparent The latter 
church is now looked after by the 
•well-endowed Cini Foundation, 
and the. stucco of the walls is 
smooth, the paintwork fresh. II 
Redentore has peeling piaster 
and discoloured surfaces: the 
Franciscans seem to have 
remained as poor as their founder. 
All Palladio’s buildings pay great 
attention to tonal values: they 
look ill when shabby; “although 
they bounce back to life with a lit- 
tle repair work. 


Still, the mild, diffuse early 
morning light was a great improve- 
ment on that of late afternoon, and 
as I lingered in the church, die fog 
burnt off and shafts of rosy light fil- 
tered through the plain glass ther- 
mal windows. I took a few pho- 
tographs, and then decided to 
sketch a couple of bays in tbe nave. 
That made all the d iffer e nc e- A few 
scratchy pencil marks revealed to 
me the arrangement of small and 
large classical orders, and the sub- 
tle interplay that linked them. II 
Redentore reveals its secrets much 
more reluctantly than San Giorgio, 
bat it is woith the wait and the 
effort to penetrate them. 

Much of the church is cordoned 
off and only the nave is open to die 
public. But the cleaner left one of 
the side-chapel gates open, and 
from the change in angle of vision 
there my understanding of the 
building gained a new dimension. 
A priest then emerged, and, with 
his permission, I was able to explore 
more of the church: to walk under 
the dome, into the apses, around 
the altar. 

In the book I Quattro Libri dell’ 
Architettura , Palladio echoes bis 
ancient Roman predecessor Vitru- 
vius in pointing out that each bund- 
ing must be appropriate to its pur- 
pose. ‘‘Temples in particular”, 
Palladio tells us, “ought to be so 
made, that they might have so much 
beauty, that nothing more beautiful 
could be imagined, and so disposed 
in each of then: parts, that those 
enter there, xoiy be astonished, and 
remain in a kind ofecstasy in admir- 
ing their grace and beauty.” 

I can attest that this ecstasy is 
available, in very different forms, to 
those who will take the tune to 
experience it at both of Palladio’s 
great Venetian churches. 
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I met cathedrals early in life, and 
at a young age began (o get the 
hang of them and to grow to love 
them. The secret is to be brought 
up in Salisbury, a city domi- 
nated by the 404ft spire of its mag- 
nificent’ cathedral. Inside the vast 
nave we - learnt childhood accommo- 
dation of adult habits on a grand scale: 
services observed at waist height, and 
everything being loud and out of 
reach - the music, the marble pillars, 
the prayers. 

Fortune has thus been kind in pro- 
viding me with an acute sense of 
belonging to England's heroic religious 
heritage. This year, happily, tourists get 
a chance to share in it, as a result of a 
coincidence of anniversaries. 

It is a good thing that St Augustine 
chose Dot to mess with Pope Gregory 
the Great. He and his monks had trav- 
elled as far as GauL Weary, they wanted 
to be released from their obligation and 
return to Rome: after having been 
“encouraged by letters from Gregory”, 
Augustine landed in Kent in 597 to 
begin reconversion to Christianity. 
(The Romans first brought Christian- 
ity to England, but under the Anglo- 
Saxons the country had reverted to 
paganism.) Hence 1997 is a year of cel- 
ebration, marking the 1,400th anniver- 
sary of Ids arrival, and an equal com- 
memoration of the death of St 
Columba on Iona. St Columba didn't 
have a particularly easy journey of it. 





The ruin route: Whitby Abbey 

cither, on his route from Ireland, what 
with recalcitrant monks and shipwrecks. 

English Heritage has designated this 
year a time of celebration of the coun- 
try’s Christian traditions. Wfe are invited 
to follow in foe footsteps of the early 
Christian lathers - along tbe way meet- 
ing some mothers too, among them 
Queen Bertha and St Hilda. Special 
events around the country include an 
exhibition of medieval imagery at the 
Bar Convent Museum in York, and tOe- 
making. demonstrations at Cleeve 
Abbey in SomerseL The highlight of 
En g lis h Heritage’s year is on 25 May, 
when the Archbishop of Canterbury 


opens a £lm museum amid the remains 
of St Augustine’s Abbey in Canterbury. 

Over the next six months, the holi- 
est of English cities will host exhibitions 
of paintings and photographs and a dis- 
play of relics of St Thomas Becket, 
including the Becket cfaasse, or casket, 
acquired by the V&A last year. The 
Dean Of Canterbury Is nor anticipating 
miracles. He is, however, expecting 
much toing and froiog, and even more 
visitors than usual, when foe pilgrim- 
age season gets under way. 

As Chaucer’s pilgrims got the urge 
to go on pilgrimage in April “when the 
sweet showers fair, so, too, will the 
chapter and choir from Canterbury 
Cathedral set off for Rome in April. 
There they will sing, and share in wor- 
ship at holy places - San Gregorio al 
Celio and Santa Maria Maggiore. They 
are not the staff-and-cockleshell van- . 
ety of pilgrim, as they are travelling 
there by the fastest' means available, on 
a scheduled flight from Heathrow. 

Shortly afterwards, a group of 50 will 
reverse the itinerary, and a handful of 
walkers will be among them when 
they start from Rome on 18 May. They 
are travelling through Italy and Ranee 
and will be joined by a further 400 pil- 
grims when they reach Canterbury 
Cathedral on 26 May, the feast day cif 
St Augustine. 


four routes to Deny in Ireland, to arrive 
on 9 June. The journey’s end is the city 


founded by Si Columba, today seen as a 
place of reconriliation. The route will take 
the pilg rims thro ugh great cities and 
places of urban and industrial dejxiva- 
tions, as well asmore conventional places 
of pilgrimage, such as Whitby Abbey (kfij 
and Lindisferne Priory. Thfc pilgrimage 
is not seen as andoercase in nosmfea,lxit 
as a -treading of the Christian faith 
through cities and suburbs where' the 
main religion s not necessfodyChris- 
tianiry - such as Leicester, with its bigg 
Hindu and Muslim communities. 

We live tn days of high speed travel, 
■and in many ways barely skim, the sur- 
face of pur worid. In making 1997 a 
year ofpflgrimage, Britain’s Christians 
of the four nations hereto make pre- 
sent generations more constiousofthe 
faith and the way in which Christian- 
ity has fonned us and our worfd. 

The writer is priest at St John's in Water- 
loo, London. 

Bar Convent, York (01904 $43238): 
medieval imagery 7 April-7 September. 
Cleeve Abbey, Somerset 01984 640377 
01823 272033): ale-making and story- 
telling, 20-26 September. 

Whitby Abbey (01947 603568), open 
10am-6pm, 22 March to 31 October, 
IQamrApm from l November: *■■■ ■ • 
Lindisfame Priory (01289 389200); 
access only at low tide, across causeway. 
Entfish Heritage Souvenir Map 1997, 
available free by calling 0171-9733434. 
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The spirit of the Mayans is alive and 
well in Chiapas. By Matthew Wells 




T he authorisation letter, 

purchased for the princely 
sum of 30 pence, left me in 
no doubt mat I was about to 
see something unusual: “Warning. It 
is forbidden to take photos inside 
the church. It is also forbidden to 
take pbotos. during any rituals, as 
well as of officials, wearing ritual 
costumes. Those tourists who do not 
respect these rules will -be 
punished.” 

I was in the heart of Mexico's 
Zapatista rebel country, in a village . 
called Chamula - a market-place 
and meeting-point for dozens; of 
remote peasant - settlements in the 
green and mountainous-countiyside. 
Everything there focuses on the 
simple, whitewashed church that lies 
at one end of the enormous square. 
But it’s no oil painting bn the - 
outside. There are far grander 
Baroque colonial masterpieces, I 
reflected, in nearby San CristobaL , 
Yet, by late morning that day, . 
fireworks fizzed aimlessly into the 
sky from behind the church, 
competing with the din of small - 
brass bands working up a frenzy 
beneath. The whole; village was 
electrically charged. The doorway bf 
the church was guarded by several 
youths, wrapped in brilliant white 
animal skins and wearing impressive - 
Panama hats. My entry credentials 
were carefully checked, and I passed 
through solid doors that have been 
providing sanctnaiy for 400 years. 

The villagers here are largely 
descended from the Mayan Indians, 
and although the idok of saints and 
the incense that hung thick in the air 
were vintage Catholic, the baring of 
souls taking place all around 
predated the Spanish arrival, fumily 
groups littered the.hay-strewn Soon, 
chanting in front of thousands of . ■ 


small candles. A woman cradled her 
heavily pregnant daughter, 
seemingly in a trance, while a man 
. lay face down under a wooden table 
- more likely drunk than tired. Many 
of the locals buy a powerful home- 
brewed spirit in the square outside, 

. ler beiiberaliy drunk throughout 
their devotions. 1 noted that the 
greatest number of semi-recumbent 
• bodies was around the alter rails, the 
quietest part of the building. 

There are no seats in this 
extraordinary place. In the centre of 
the nave, an entire village group 
lined up behind guitar players, and a 
small boy squeezed, a soothing series 

- of slow chords from a rickety 
accordion. There was ho co- 
ordination to their singing and 
chanting. But, as if. some secret sign 
has suddenly been made, they 
departed together, faces stained with 
emotion.. ,; 

People prayed in a mixture of 
incantation, meditation and tears. I 
felt like an observer in an . 
outpatients’ department for injured 
souls. And, as in a busy hospital, 

- there was little concern about the 
outward appearance of the church: 
the emphasis was on healing. 

: .. The glorious ruined temples of 
Palenque and Uxmai are far grander 
monuments to what the Mayan 
! civilisatian once was. Here, though, 
surrounded by the humbled 
descendants of the Mayans, you get 
an understanding bf the fervour 
that caused such places to be . 
created You also comprehend the 
collective belief in the campaign for 
.self-determination, which manifests 
itself in support for the Zapatistas in 
the face of repression and human 
rights abuses such as those reported 
this week from the sad state of 
Chiapas. . 
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On the way to 
church, above. 
The simple, 
whitewashed 
church at 
Chamula. left, 
where souls are 
bared, Mayan 
style. A mother 
prays with her 
child, right 
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The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TACES . Hot off the press nem 
1967 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone non* I 01756 702208 
RATTER SPECIAL COTTAGES In a 
secret comer ol southern Lake- 
tand AM 1 5356 36475 
HILUHWATTE HOUSE, Wkidei- 
mare, Thombarroir Road, over- 
looldng take. Al looms ensulte 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Satel- 
lite TV, teemaMng. Samis. Tylo 
Slsam Room and healed indoor 
pool solely tor Our guests' use. 
2nigtn*. Seourse (tamer BAB 
bid VAT only M9. Snlghts only 
£130. Brochure; 015394 43638 
CUMBRIAN COTTAGES. ZOO Lake- 
land Coos- ETB Inspected. Short 
BKs A Esster evU 01228 S99SS0 
BOOL ESKOALE . Award winning 
eharader cottages in Lakelands 
Unset valey. W (01946)723100 
PRIVATELY OWNED BUNGALOW 
sl HW i lnsih s srf irAinO lnylrfff pfw- 
toe + details TeL (0181)7465140 


Norfolk 


N. NORFOLK S.C Spring Bieasa- 
Acrse of space ETB 4 key comm. 
Broch. 01263 507347 


The Pteak District 


TEAK COTTAGES’ OuaSty S/C 
acconi. In Derbyshire Dales and 
Peaks. Brochure 01 142 820777 
PEAK DISTRICT SpectaSsts. 
Choose from over 260 cottages. 
01282 445726 (UH168) 


Pembrokeshire 


STUNNING- LOCATION. Newpori 
Bay. Pemba, 'hews long sandy 
beach JbcMted’s Usied I8C 
sunny cottage 2-6, Broch. 01239 
820277 

9X DAVIDS, Farmhoose In Nat Park 
close lo coast path and Beach. 
Sips 8. tel alter 8pm 01437 
720883. 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
York Dates, Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01 244 345700. 


Shropshire 


SUPERB COTTAGES Shropshire. 
Deles, N’umbria. Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages (01244) 345700- 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOUBE. Brickwal Hotel nr 
Battle. Tudor Manor wmier/Spring 
brooks. 2 nights ISO pp DBAB. 3rd 
nl aceom free, pay C25 only for 
dinner A breakfast. RAC restau- 
rant award St-96. Tei (01 424 1 
8702SB 


Wales 


IRISH COUNTWr Hohdays - tire 

prernter choice. Over 300 lodtvid- 

uai oottagsa, Formhowea, Hcrats, 
UShannon Cruising and Gypsy 
csravona Ml to the Wgbeet stare 
dard*. Many welcome pets. 
Phone 01 502 560 66B (24 hours) 

SHAMROCK Cottages. 286 setad 
kvMdiBl cottages m toca- 
Hons. Use Ferae. AMD. Col Bio 
01823 681060. 

CQKKEUARA CO- GALWAY Cashel 
Houo Hom- Gardos Resaurere 
and Riding Sables. Tat; (0C353) 
9531001.- FBX»077. 


CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL. Core 
namaiB. Co. Galway. Raeioraitae 
btoreca. Frae broch. Rtt: 
00358^531001. Fat 31077 
ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
100 page brochure now avaflabta. 

01 2H 892808 

LOmSBl/nOH. CO MAYO House lo 
lei. sips ft. OFCH. 5 mins walk to 
beach A vRage. Southern shore 

dew Bay; Convenient lor Delphi. 
Connemara ft Cioagh Patrick DO 
35398 68461 


Isle of Wight 


MARCH SPECIAL , 

3 NIGHTS FROM £79 
Bri. tebfaM aed Ereafas Mai 

Lar^z reiftwa hold. eskrUimimil. 

wAwr POOL l vrinl UQIEL 

- FREE CAR FERRE’ * ■ 
Saudrirtgiian] Hotd 
ScalrecL Sooiiomi. Lie oTV^t 

Tel: 01983 406655 

I rniriH Em*ur tn J 



Country Cottages 

in Scotland 

EkCLrnotiAL holidsy 
properties in the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 

FUE »« 7AAE BAOCHUU 

RING (C990) 851133 

QUOIT SrCk (14 Hn| 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot oR the prase now 
1097 best ever colour brocfiure. 
Pme now*) 01 756 702213 

COTTAGES AND HOUSES over 180 
In South Scottano. For tiN colour 
brochure eaS 6 M Thomson ft Co 
(01550) 50403a 

SCOTLAND Spedabta. CDooaa 
from o«ar 540 cottages. 01282 
445726 (UH167) 

HOPE COTTAGE. Dumfriesshire. 
LeMty cottaga in peaceful village 
ol Dipwdeer. Sips 6. STB 5 crowns 
highly commended. 0184ft 
$00228 



PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb wlecbon of qualify 
efurader cwtapre in the 
Pembrokeshire Coj>t Nabutwl 
Park. AD properties tumL'-twil 
to the highest standards. 

Phone non- tor Irrr >\Vi>ar hroriuir* 

01239 - 881397 ^' 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyn 
pennlnaulo. Coastal and country 
cottages and larmttomuu. Natyn 
HoAdays 01768 720874 
TENBY, Saunderafool A Pern- 
braketftbo. 400 Individual sell 
catering homes near boautlful 
beaches and coreitryalda. Frank B 
Mason. Dap) 19, SUullen St. 
Tenby: 01834 845000 (24hre). 

N. WALES 1.000 cottages, etc 
Manns. Shows. Snowdonia 
TcxetsL 01758701 702 
GOWER COAST - 100 sol cottages. 

BAB's. Hotels. Broc 0800 521811 
GOWER. Mumbles. Swansea '20 
cottages, houses, dais. Homo 
from Home 01792 360624. 

555 COTTAGES /FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wales; all Tourist 
Board Graded Wales Holidays - 
01686625267 

WALES Specialists Choose from 
over 410 cottages. 01282 445726 
(UH16S) 

HALF-PRICE bargain breaks. 
Gower, idyllic 17C tormhouse. 
ertsuHe. dinner BAB EIUO. Lie 
Bar. top-l vtre. AA. RAC 3* com- 
manded, ■Whlctrf best BAB. 
broch 01 268 SB5640 
BRECON BEACONS. Over 1 00 arc 
co (leges some sleep uplo 30. 
Many less than C250 per week 
hetti aceeon. IN 01874 676448 




l K leaders in small group 
adventure liolidays worldwide, with 
over 20 years experience; choose from;. 
4 different brochures. 



SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

The Mountain People 

Walkvig & Cycling holidays throughout the world, 
backed by 25 years experience from Britain's leading 
specialist operator 

Everything from a gentle ramble to a Himalayan peak 
Call 0181 S77 7187 NOW lor a brochure 
FULLY B0NTEDAT0L ’IBS 


nasfflu 


CavpiBg »r 
Halil irift 


rrzf 


/“ Holiday “\ 
r Cottages > 

iotas 

Yorkshire Dales, Yart. CooM, 
Moore. Paak&L^sDtakkd 

Orar 200 super sell-calsring 
cottages. Write orphone tor our 
hqyiBustraladbrecnure. 

gjj^7SB)^ 700872 

DALES BEAUTIFUL REN NOVATED 
Slone Barns, Sleep 4 to 17. pets 
welcome, brochure 0600 BM3Q9. 

HAWES. WENSLEYDALE. 40 Cow- 
fry Cottages. Peu wefcoow 
Bmchtab 019S9 6S7 6W 

SUPERB coragaa. Torts Dales. 
Northumbria. LakBA Paolm. Sykoa 
Cottages 01244 345700. 

COTTAGES YMkahfra Incl. York. 
Colour Brochure 01B45 597660. 

YORK OVER 2S\ OFF. HBwonn 
Court HoleL Brochure 01904 
42St50 


Dragoman 

1 Camp Green. Debenhsm. 
StoannarkeL IP14 6 LA 


France 



-.holidays ‘direct 


• Book cflract with ovar 
1700 private owners 

- AU types of holiday 
property, many with pools 

• All regions of France 

* City Breaks 



Greece 


France 



MANY PRICES RES0CED FOR I W 
(01903) 748127 

_ *ra - -Ann — I 

LOT. Owners offer qualify Kwm- 
houm, solhB with pools. Sleep- 
ing aiz. CHO C 1500 (01544) 
32B455. 

BRITTANY Dordogne. Cota d’Azur 
A mono. Lovely vBIoe. many trilh 
poo fc. Sunsetoct Villas. ABTA 
V777a Broch: 0161 707 8794 


Eastern Europe 


's'S-Si, 


Britanny Old Josseiin. sloeps 8. 

£100X390 pw Tel. 0132S 467053 
DORDOGNE. More than 50 debgftt- 

lg) villas, many wrth pools. All 
estes Sunsated Villas ABTA 
V72278 ftoduis OlGl 707 STM 
BOYAN. FlUlv oquipped ftai ta mod- 
em complex wtth s — fa nm in g pool 
Sleeps 4. Beach I km. Details let 
Atm 00 33 548227799. 

CYCLE TOURING m Bnttany from 
£190 per «mV Braion Bikos 
01579350379 


CZECH REP. HUNGARY. Poland. 
The Baltic Siam. Slovakia. Roma- 
nia and Vienna Wide choice ol 
traditional quality hotels, tlo-lbte 
duration snon breaks, mutucenue 
holidays A# m our 97 brochure 
Infra Travel 0171 323 3305 ATOL 
2392 

PRAGUE. BUDAPEST. Hotels, apte 
A more from rna Last cm Euro- 
pean specialists. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727B Broch: 0121 
550 5561 

PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST and 
Slovakia. Central pensions, hotels 
A apts. Czectore (017061 623889. 

PRAGUE- Luxury private apart- 
ments and BAB id rent Excep- 
tional value, ell asstsiance given. 
07000 782275. 

JUST HUNGARY from Hungarians 
who know City breaks ana much 
more Broch Avail Call 01 71 287 
4939 ATOL 3703. 

PRAGUE. BUDAPEST. Cracow. 
Hold fm CIS pp New ideas! Try a 
PWlsfr castle rour. rent a chain In 
BonermaTalrei Mountains or 
Lake Bled In Slovenia. Auto Plan 
01543 257777 


Fitmce 


NORMANDY Cites De France i20 
coastal A rural cons. Normandie 
Vacancee 101922) 725706 AITO 

CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel 10 
hole* i curs, with luggage carded. 
Or tingle cumin holidays Belle 
France. ATOL. AITO 01692 
B90B8S 

LOT FARMHOUSE. Sire pa e-8. - 
bedrooms, private pool, enensive 
grounds, outbuildings vnth table 
lemnta. shady bac*. lenrace vacant 
June A 16 Aupu&l onvrnt-K. Tvl 
CilBI R406352 

PERIGORD VERT. Detached 1STH 
C. sione house. Slpe 6-B Bikes 
Inc. lakes’BWlmniing.ReUxing lor 
a memorable holMsy.OtA68 
660167 

LOT VALLEY -DORDOGNE 6VV 

France Wide eetoclton ot country 
houses all with own poolt Colour 
brochure contact Peter Aldous 
l En girth) Kingftehor HoWays 
0033 553 40 71 13orla»f»33 S53 
4074 71. 

DORDOGNE VAUEY. Bejuiiful 
Stone larmhOuSfl wilh POOL 
Sleeps 2-1 ft Wandemii KJCairan nr 
Uefitcvfri Dommc. Broch 01S48 
857971. 

CYCLING ft WALKING in uhdocbv- 
srod France. Great food, tnendly 
hoiets. bags moved HeatMaior 
1016061 48699 AfTO 2412 ATOL 
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travel 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


Special Interest Holidays 


ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 


Europe J 

Africa 


USA & Canada 


Australia / NZ 


India. 


& China 


IF YOU WORK IN 
AN OFFICE/ 
UNDERSTANOINC 
MONKEY POLITICS 
WILL BE A DODDLE* 

EarrJ'.writcJi, ':r, ir^errntiori.ii c'-^rky w'r.!. 
eve;- twenr/ years exponenct-. §:vti , 0.1 
chance co p 2 rtk 1 pr.ee as r. pn/n'i« vci'-^-tcer 
,17 over 120 vital environment:: - , and culture.! 
sroieett worldwide. From study :rv; -- c y ; 
in Sr; Lanka to wild dolph-n: in New Zoning 
Ali ~%OS are welcome. You need no :?;-c.r 
skills, just the desire to make a difference. 
For mere details caH 0 1865 311600 


EVERTONE I COTA CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE 

Rrjjjiittrccl Ch.iricy No 3170 I 7 


ancm 

■man group exploratory holidays TfouHsee more 

• cultural touts • Nature Tours 

• Easy takes • WDdemess safaris 

• iistfor Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • TaBslUp Voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece. Turkey, Egypt, 

Middle East. Morocco, Mall, East & South 
Africa, China. Japan. Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA, Canada. Latin America, Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. Rom 8 days to 6 weeks, 
prices from £339 to £3945. 

Cafl for colour brochure 

V 01252 344161 (Mn] 

HHb/AiwmwIw mw* _ 

Explore Worldwide DM, 1 

Aldershot, GU1I1LQ 

Fully Bonded AfTQ/ATOL No. 2595 



IN YOUR 20’S OR 30’S AND LOOKING 
FOR A FUN ACTIVE HOLIDAY? 

Then join Oasis parties around (he world tor walking, sightseeing 
and multiactfvRy holidays. 




00. 




Choose bon: 

South Africa. Morocco, 
Mediterranean Islands, 
Canada. Russia, Egypt 
English Lake District 
AND LOADS MORE 


Brochure: 

Tel- 01707 373988 Fax: 333276 
Box 43 Welwyn Garden AL8 6PQ 


LS 


Balearics 


AULORCA ■ HV lop Ones, wiperb 
aee-views. garden. pool, nxbaach, 
sips B. 003471 18329S1. 

NT AGE SPAIN. MaUon&m tam- 
housuwkh pools. Unspoilt areas. 
Nr coast. PoHsnca S South-East. 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 2787. 


Canaries 


EXCLUSIVE VBla hotutayv in Lan- 
zarola. Tanerifo A Fuortovwitum 
colour brochure James VUta Hol- 
days 01732 840846 ATOL 2730. 


Cyprus 


\nt» in d iiTticc (kkwcj 
in rural Scat. 

ECLALIST 
\pRUS 

lu*e j privnc px>L 
all have a car mduded 
| l'kli hincK fti -dmc*. eroded 
rrurv itiinKmoo. dninfr 
(In fltphts fiwm HeatJmm. 

I Cawidi. Limm. Miwhenci. 

181-847 4748 

J. m tourvl 

ft 

pctKqiaV 



Corsica 



An Used of (patfaoibr mowtrin 
ptata. fragram p t u i fo n au. 

crjrmi dor riwn. mtarfaOt 
and beautiful tedudad budns. 

Small 8 F (fondly Auberge 
Mountain Inns S«r« S«fe»Q 
Bearhside Villas and Apartments 
dome Holds Fly-drive Cycling 
m Humtah Port. London YV6 BQH 
UOLUM wx* *1707 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. The Contain 
spaciallat Lovoty range ol villas, 
cottages, opts A hotels. Vary 
frferxny, personal eervfce-Easler 
avefl. CoH for our 1 997 brochure 
01424 774368. ATOL 2647 AITO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Dfacover the 
MedJtarraneati'5 best-kept sacraL 
an tetend ct glorio us beac hes and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. Vitae 
with pools. seaside cottages, 
mountain auberges and etyflsh 
ho lots. Call (0181) 995 3323. 
ABTA V1837 ATOL 1922 AITO 


Germany 


EIFEU BLACK FOREST, Bavaria. 
Chanring smafl hotels fcn S22pp A 
apta tin £293 pw. Also Austria. 
Slavonia A Croatia. Auto Plan 
01543 2S7T77 
GERMANY - Daly Ion cost flights 
and hotel accommodation. AD 
major credit cards. Please cafl 
Carman Travel Contra 0181 428 
2900. ABTA 90685 ATOL 2977 
IATA. 


Greece 



oman 



hnws Garin. Lcfluo. MeganM. 



r fry (V job i 

0181 995 9323 

AlTIVIM; ATOL Its AITO 


tvie 


experiout an afad <4 mnmng 
ihnpUaOj. 
nflai widi pools. 
tcmdfimOf-nm 
hatdx m laapaUt tocadom. Pba 
flaM* ■Wmdnrfas'MJdnyi 

0181 995 9323 

asia run atolikz tm 


Trans Siberian 


Greek 
Islands Club 

Villa and hotel holidays 
for rhose who expect 
privacy, comfort, per- 
sonal service and beauri- 
I hi) surroundings. For a 
brochure telephone 

01932 220477 

hrtpd/w*w. vehxo.uk/vilUa/ 

Vlb Crone Huhdjys Lot 
I ASIA Visit ATOL US AITU 


GRECOFILE 8 F1UWENIA Now 72 
pp brochure, Mainland & unusual 
Islands. AW Alto 01422 375899. 


IUOS TRAVEL Our personal choice 
o( madMonal properties on Kefalo- 
nia. Zakynthos, Faroe. Naxos, 
SMathos. Skapetos, Ahtnlsaos a 
PoSan. Ottoman style houses a 
cottages dose to the see In 
Turttoy. 01403 269788 (24 hr*) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 AITO. 

SPRING FLOWERS, breamtakfng 
ulawe & empty baachta Discover 
Western Crete bom njc villages 
houses. Pure Crete (0181) 760 
0879. ATOL 2757. 

REDISCOVER GREECE. ChtifBGtor- 
hn a trad houses A apts on 
UeBghthil islands. Elysisn Hon 
days -01530 79093. 

Kefalonia .the Jewel of the 
londnStiy m the boautdii vEage 
ol Ftecardo.For brochure call 
Wingspan 0121 4578897 


Skiing Holidays 



for friewfly impartial advice 
AM toe heAtaye ABTA 

votnea mjWJRl l MirBUtoc 


S catered chalets In 
iria. 5«iU i Canada. 
1181 9486322 ABTA 



MBUBEU FRANCE: apt toup»5 

A> year uu/ mountain WW Waa 
piste + toes. 013885237® 
SKI CALIFORNIA- Spring rtHna 
£499 tod- tBahi*. tranator E MB 

hOtaL 01 B1 5526003. ABTA ATOL- 



sssfasjsu., 

\ ■ ARk n ».|aW4-A|d 

I TEL: MKMii 




PERU 

I Still room for Easter | 
|£ndriQaf»iN9riE?b«f i 
0181 7478315 
Rtyfc 

01817473108 

Mffldesfcr flft* ' 

vm m i44i 

Inarm mu nm-nawd] 


CYCLING AND WALKING honuaya 
In Bavaria a Tha Black FbresL 
Free brochure 01568 780600 
AITO. ATOL 2667 

WALKING IN GREECE with 
Trekking Haims. Plus mountain 
biking, painting, soiflng. SUNV1L 
0181-847 4748 AITO ATOLBO&. 

SKYROS Hofistic HoDdaya In 
Greece a Caribbean. Over 200 
coureea led by excellent tutors 
McL Ken RusaeB. Sue Townsend 
a Toyah WHcox. Superb setting 
friently community, daL food. 
0171 SB* 3068. 

VIETNAM, BURMA, INDONESIA, 
Laos, Cambodia, Thailand a 
Malaysia. UNIQUE ESCORTED 
GROUP A TWIor-MiKfe ftoHdays. 
For triondty, expert sendee CM! 
Asian Journeys 01604 234856 
TTAT7274 

MUSTANG the most ftndnadn g trek 
In the Himalaya > April 97. Call 
0171 639 0484 tor details. 

CYCLING a WALKING In undiscov- 
ered Europe. Great tood, Mendfy 
Potato, bags moved- Headwater 
(01606) 40522. AITO 2412 ATOL. 


Overseas Travel 



"fxptort Hit uorld at An riUjj 

pact, on a tCeAl VtoUdA(]” 

ftonWrrs'iSi'orfrrt imlibiB, exploring and aqhtsmna holidays fnxr 
tkr rrorfri fhtaknlty nfieduoa, mndaUy manltng and tweaSfim 
lav \rvndrrfttljar kKt'nofhdiS, mountains & grevi ancietU riba. 
Small paritas, ma haMs, tnr and ouch departures. .Ml holiday 
tjmded. BmJuim m rtxpreu, this winter's with HO + different 
hilidagt Utdadiag froia-eomry skiing. Mam IS97 aitk 
UM m«t 140 knhdny s all ne'er Ike tmrU. Milk, ink. 

H extkm,iigklsK, rmB-iwiBlty Ja-tfouBtoWiL 

fS Free 1997 brochures 

feS Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 333276. 

Ramhlea HoHdays Bm 43, wekqn Garden A18 6H2 
Cft ) EvnahRamMs# dal plpcx. com 


France Special 

On SATURDAY, 15th MARCH 1997 

Y THE INDEPENDENT 

wfll be publishing a 

“France Special" 

Francs is the most popular holiday destination 
with readers of The Independent sties. 

To take advantage of Oils advertising opportunity, 
please call the Travel Team on 

0171 293 2222 

Spaca ia res t ric te d, so cafl now to sword tfea pn o rp tot m t. 


Coaching Holidays 



PARIS 


SOsytfeatenifBeaa Bf riti 

kgsss? fi79 


AMSTERDAM 

PARIS & BRUSSELS 


II8IS OF lucpl fl 

pWHEFOB ■■■■■■ 

0181^807244 

rhaMhggMeCagOSgLEggBy 


Activity Holidays 


BRITTANY. Gott. tonrrie, sailing, 
pointing, home rtdtog, rivw emts- 
Ing. Aak for Hofiday Ideas In Bttt- 
teny 01B1441MMO ABTA V326Z. 


Holidays Afloat 


PRIVATE CRUISE aboard tat. BR 
crewed motor yachL Sips 6- 
WoisreMing (9th year) 0181 346 
8515. 

SOREN LARSEN TUahlpaaHng In 
tfw PariUc. Voyages 0 to 1 8 days 
from C448. ExpUjre Worldwide 
AITOI ATOL 2B95. 01 S2 3441 61 . 


Portugal 


Independent Villas 






lfl 1 |i.ifS*' K : 'r 'u - ! ‘ •* iV' ; J- ' V 

Ifc-TTTrvT^IJI hlTtT^^ r ‘ B 





Tel: 01473 610324 


PORTUGUESE 

J#** 


OuHty vBla* otoog tbe 
eiagaHhcat esaflitoe, red a 
enkpie frjrlectxcn of cottage 
retreats set la On bean ol the 
glorious, enspoitt cowntiytide. 
Mon pr o perties have pools. 
ALGARVE 

Ml MHO SINTRA AUN1EJO 

577 Humboli Hoed. London VW BOH 
at* sow ei™ junia Nmji ia» 


0171-385 4775 


SUNVIL DISCOVERT Flexible tty- 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Pousadas, Manor Housed. 
Plus Azores, Madeira, 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOL806. 

USBON/Benflca- Fan tram Ci3ttow. 
Roc +31772-5643480. Tat. attar 
7pm. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
with pools In uropoBt North. 
01954 287431. ATOL 2787 ATTO 

SIMPLY PORTUGAL Truly imWd- 
ual villas with pools, glorious 
manor houses 6 sslectad hotels 8 
pousadas aO over this lasctrufllng 
country, phis flexible ■Wondering 1 
holidays and city breaks. (0181) 
995 9323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
ATTO. 



Tin 


Pearl of the Atlantic 

On oow <wr nrw 52 page Uv rt uuv 
CHtaBu Tmet tine <7 yon 

eepcftm Kflbw heBlUr* 
■Two centre hoHdays ir.v Jiusuui 
zvubhk a Ueiara sod Porto unto 

• frnomnnhwi si 4 wd V !lutrt« 
•Rdax&aqarthr nardblc van; 

gflhe oondpful htmih 

* Direct vrtinl ii t Hl fUftb, It, n 
Henbirjw a uroidi 
fMre dold ckJCouniv. nrypr 
uim and rddnuon pxlafir-. 

■fircbmeMMldkaenan) 
private rut tomfen A puide Itrml. 

■ Price pledge ■ Lijucan l buT^opeT 

{££0990 171819 


Cadogan 


m 


Russia 


RUSSU off the beaton track. Homa- 
Eiay/hotal packagM. Special 
group airfares, imerobango 0181 
SSI 3812 ATOL 242S 


Spain 


'Spain i 


Portugal & Madeira 


Pandoras. Corny horses ft hoftfe m Mndacwersd 1 
Span, Uafarea 8 Canary Hands. CSybresks. 

Ry dfbe. Ftires, Cbachu 8 Smote Hfermsd* 
options. Plus Portugal 8 Madrert Poussdas. 

Manor houses, hoots a Quotm. ieuT«< 


sa 

0171-828 6021 - 


MUNDf COLOR 




Unspoilt & Beautiful 
the p i en ueye Cara Ban mbps 
to Pib. umariu, Aipi Bin, 
ClkSl. LbfemC&CJoqgt . 
Alto tbt dtfigfctW 
nbiui «f MenoraL 
VBIm ft qgrtmena with pooh. 
Ez rt fle n r prkei. 

ET OJ202 591890 

Mjjui.idi.m-a 


ANOAUUC1A , beautUul ollva mill & 
pad in nn village nr Rhonda. Gt 
vtaws. flora, launa. SJC apts for 2- 
12. AH comfore (01348) 874381 
andaluCIA Extremadura, CaffdUs 
La Mancha. DteUnobM & oxcap- 
ilonaloauntry preparties wtth pit- 
vats poofs oxtMWNo grounds in 
wonderful rural locations, illos 
Travel 01403 2597B8 (24 hre) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 AITO. 

Shm da Credos araa. Plertatana, 
90k KtadrldL Flat, sips fit. Ideal 
she nisingfwtftlng urea. Teh 
01642711208 


uorotm 
numun 

SPAIN 

Traditional 

country h#otff, villas 
and Bpanmcnts lit 
counurvstdc Spain and 

iTbnugal. 

ran coLOtra bbocnou 
BING (M96) 143682 

GLUTS BU ISrllrt 


MOUNTAIN VILLAGE. OAUCIN. 
House In quiM towfy eurround 
Ings. Amtakida. SIpsS. Root lar- 
race. Court yarifwfth phmge pool, 
bsautoui vteen 8 walks, 0181 
2923947. to 2321990. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
with pools in urwpom areas of 
Cfdalunya A Andalueia. Nrcoast 
01954 261431 AUO ATOL 2797 

ALHER1A.' Small fw»te, vMas, 
Bpanmenta. batWoiwt vMaga 
house m sunniest p ro vin c e in 
Spain. ExcaOant value Brochure 
Ekllive Spam. TW: 01525 676752 


Holidays 
with Style 


Cadogan Travel 
tare 47 yean experience 
in setting qaaUtj bofidayt to 
tbc (blowing countries: 

gmMAT.Tre, 
BERMUDA, LA MANGA, 
MAMMA, MOROCCO , 
TUNISIA, GUKBNSKY, 
MALTA, COZO, 

. comino, etnas. 

NEW FOR 97 
FESTIVAL CRUISES 

■ SUPERB selection 
of 3, 4 AS* hotels 
& self catering 
apartments. 

■ DAILY scheduled 
flights. 

■ FREE International 
discount card, 
private taxi transfers 
and guide book. 

• FABULOUS child 
discounts. 

n MANY NO single 
supplements. 

■ FLEXIBLE 

durations from 

3-56 nights. 

• CHOICE of 
honeymoon resorts. 

• PRICE PLEDGE- 
you can 'f buy cheaper 

Call for the brochure 
of your choice 


0990 171S19 





Hirkey 


urkev 


Ejetpt ±t mWartam wM sre 
imdqn raagr of rmdeotatex. 

ri&w vah privtu paoh md 
frttntO? Jxucb. PlniawftaMt 

■VcwuUrixj ' pnfgraxm, sped at 

imrra hdidayt. gwbr crubUg 
amt Isam&uJ ary treat* 

0181 995 9323 

urnyisi? AOLmt ure 


WINTER SUN In North Cyprus from 
£269 for 2 weeks, all btcfcisive. 
Intra Travel, 0171-383 7701. AW 
2382. 

DISCOVER the boauty ol TUrkey 
from aboard private BR crewed 6 
berth motor yacM (9*h yam) 01 81- 
346 8515. 


Africa 



CAPETOWN WINE LANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection trf Classic 
Howls, Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes * Gardens. 
FV*r.« mill *ecl ft^45 » DsdUfl 
Cape iTfrt. mhannetowg, Harare 
South Ah lean Affair ATOL Z3H 
S/7 Humboti Road. London W6 801 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Ffy-drtvsa to 
Namibia. Zimbabwe 8 the Capa, 
plus solaria to Skeleton Coast. 
Botsmam A Zambia. TbttBy ftoxS- 
He. Guest (arms, buaftcam p* 8 
character accom. 0181 232 9777. 
AITO ATOL BOB 
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Jain us fUf o spccud dcikinnne for a 


1 W O XPf-Ki l I. 


FOOD AND WINE (cM 


TOUR OF TUSCANY 

• i \'!)lf i:\nr..\T 


A MUh'i'n >/ y 


T f you appreciate r mhtfandhigl y good wines and exreilmt 
1 Inrml ynMre rnm jJImmliyl by some of &C most rewarding 
history, culture and scenery anywiere la Europe, If OOf (he World, 
then book now for our exciting gourmet and wine (dot ofltecany. 
TUs very special boBday is based is the up market Tuscan spa 
resort of Montecathri where you spend 4 nights In the centrally 
located 3 star superior HOTEL COLUMBIA. 

FOOD 


WINE 

Your visit to dni marvellous region will 
rodude yisss to I wine ism ia 
Montecario aad die wine curiae of 
CasteSn Vfc chiw u a gg i o in ChlilHi 
country. Hoe you will taste 
tbe d iffe ie nt wines and learn bow tbey 
are produced. 



You will also visit a restored ‘'Cara- 
Comartixre" lesamni fora cooking 

cowje with English-speaking dxf where 

you'll team the culinary defigtiu of pasta 
making and receive your very own, 
personal chefs apron, bat and welcome 
pack before enjoying dinner of lyptcal 
lOCtil iftriwv , mrhvB n £ dvwg m the mm lf. 

Dinner in ifie baaqnct loom foBowing 
aperitifs ia the courtyard or gardes* of 
Castrilo VkxMomaggio vrill be an 
evening to remember As wfD (be two 
diaaas in yourborel which boaso a flflb 
floor panoramic restaurant. 


HISTORY & CULTURE 

Wi-rtiw highlights of your hofiday will 
indtjde a visil to *e maficval city of 
Siena, famous for its horse Bee aiaf Beg- 
waving ccrcntocy plus San Gim i gn a n o 
wi* its link -changed buikfiags dating 
back hundreds of years. 

Florence, a staggeringly rich pool of 
beautiful architecture, priceless works of 
art, fascinating history 1 

plus inimjmHfr I tali a n 
style is also included. 

iodade a local guide 



THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Return BcheCUed Sgte to Pis* 

fnanGrihrich 

Fournig«sanric3st2/st4*nor 

Hotel Cotambla in Montecadm. 
inducing corflinantal breaWas*. 
on toe Erst and last nfghts and 
wslcome drtnk on vrivd 

• UvB music and d ancing ai g» no*« 
attar the (Bfawol dtoner 

• Cooking courae in the Hestaorant 

Sam Bena with Eng6sh-speaWng 
diet 

Chefs apron, hat, weteoroo pack and 

course progtammo fee each SB*® 

• Dinoer In the Restaurart Sam Bera 
Dinners toe CastdtoVVxhtamaggio 

• Wine cettar visit and vrinetastmg in 

I Montecario 

• WirwtBstirg in Caateto Vtachromag^o 
Enoirston to Siena wft guide and 
San Gimignano 

Exeuraton to Ftarence vAh gidde 
AhHrondrioned coach tor airport 
transteis and exompora 

• Services of an experienced tour 

manager 

EXTRAS tearexg£gpgp««» a -Stefc 
rooow. £8« per pconq -OpdooaJinatocdnt mors 


iBHuunKxjQ«Bimc4naowHBMiows 

wnesaManm 


01709839839 


* PLSiSEBBOUEtEW^0FY0URlOT»WCT0UR» I 


(NAME: 

■ADDRESS:. 

l 


.POSTCODE. 
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Traditional faraboaies, 
villas and apartments in 
half’s prettiest regions. 
FUE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 14303 

QUOTE US) Or write to: 
Kwante ta hoi ia. Dtpt 1253, 


UhfSassa XH20TQP. 

VACANZE IN fTAllA 


TH£ ART Or LIVING IN 

ITALY 

v biBrie 




ve*Mnr 


Caribbean 


INTERCHANGE 
Stunning Cuba! 

Oty Bnute. Hum. or flight on ty 
Tailor mode and Iravd 
packages to Cuba- 
Colour brochure from 
Inlrrthangc 



ABSOLUTHY FABULOUS! Choove 
bon over 200 atriled house*. Bar- 
bados. Mnstlgua. SI Lucie. 
Jamaica. Granada, TObogo. EM's 
(inc Nackar) 4- fllgMs. VDIa Con- 
nactions0l82S82842B 


- - Oon't fonzet 


to mention 
"The Independent^ 
%hen replying to % 


^.adverts 

’ se ^BKRi l 




Far East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Thaliard. VloC- 
nam. rtghty Dfltdbta toura and t»y- 

drives tor todMdaala. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOLB08. 


Latin America 


SUNVIL DISCOVEHY. Costa Rica. 
Guatemalan Cuba addons. 
Fttghly fltnibio Individual toura 8 
ITydrhrea. Jungle lodges, nature 
resenraa. 0181-847 4748 AITO 
ATOL80B. 




THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TCHJP OPERATORS 



Foi 1 a 

unique range 
of recti holidays 
that are fully bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


CITY BREAKS 

in mu 

Choose one qf 25 - 
historic Italian cities 
in our City Breaks 
Brochure. 

Gtatia 

Tl gTwJm^TlvIiM Sp a dirf 
BnhmEaa U CU 

01235 824354 

anvea ima igaano 


italiatour! 

MARCH SAVERS 
3 NIGHTS IN 
VENICE from £310 
ROME from £296 
FLORENCE from £321 

Dd) departva Rum Gahricfe 

(Add £20 for trod oa SattSwi). 

| Prices faetadc: Scheduled AltaBa 
fllkhta trow Gmcwkk*. warned 3 
Aar bMCbk tiria budded rooms 
irith fadEties. 
Tiaatfas. esmrisas aad 
areuct optnoaL 

BOOK NOW! 
CALL 0171 371 1114 


USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New Engiand. 

FREE 132 PAGS BROCHURE 
CALL; 

(0990)143686 (24 Hn) 
Quote Ret N381 
itramn 





VACATi^KS, 


An exxSustoe setecOan qf the 
finest VOiaS A. Ap ar tmen t s 
CALL MOW FOR OUR BROCHURE 


017X7 841330 


I aatAvsiti «ta»74 *no 


NEW ENGLAND - Cape Cod and 
varmonL Superb fondly resorts 
and private houses. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727B. Broch 0161 
707 8794 

AMERICA tor Independent Trav- 
allara. Utdque coflacttan of E. 
Coast hotels, resorts, kms, B&Bfo 
for year round vacations. 01923 
82146a 

NEW ENGLAND Free advteory & 
booking service on Country (mis 
to Luxury HU*. 01923 821469 tor 
tree sa mp iac ltwi27 J706®eom- 
pusanrecom 

NEW 0H3LAND VACATIONS ■ Wa- 
tinctire tens 8 famtiy homes, non- 
stop fltohta to Beaien. brochure 
Una: Dl727BSE211.RAy bonded. 
AOTA V51 64 AITO ATOL 2976. 


City Breaks 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Neflwpaper PiijHsttng pte 
rBgrals that ^though evety 
masonite precaution is tsfean, 
noresponshifiycanbe 
accepted for Sghis oidtar 
ettrnmdalimaflBred 
flnugti those coiumns, or my 
loss arising therefrom. Readera 

are advised to lake afl 

/wcessarypresaul^iefort 
entertig into any travel 
orrangemonlB. 


If you wish to advertise 
in this Budioa pUfflBC 

te3eph(H» the TVavd 
Team on 0171 2932222 



THxEH<mol country 
Wniyaparmaaa'eOhpoaL 
ehaiiidrg huhmatt hotrb and 
flexible fty-drti* holiday*. 

■G rend Tonring'. Faming and 
Coaktry MUeppbtt Aon 
brmta mFionotcx. 

0181 995 9323 

UTTAVLUT arflUWl AITO 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01 293 552277 

MiteBfteiias.sarMC.aiaia'MtiMi 
C A ( T t E 1 


V I I l A 

V*7*5 arABTMIBTSl 


TUSCANT/Sictue Sated propertas 
In excattant locations, pools tee. 
Colour Brochure 015394 31120 
ABTAVT333 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Flexible fly- 
drives to Tbacany & Umbria. Char- 
actar BB accom. Phis SleSy. 
Lahasb CMas. 01 81-0474748 AITO 
Arouna. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VMaa. Ctefr 
tagoa A apla. For brochures cafl 
TUtor^nade Tours on 0181 
2911450 

ITALIAN COLLECTION Tbsctely, 
Utnfaria.AbruzzoS.MaitfaLBaBu- 
Wul lanntmuaaa and coaegre wtti 
private pools. Otoe Timm 01403 
259788(24 hr^ ABTA ATOL 1452 
AITO. 


TRADITIONAL’ 

TUSCANY 





Mannr hotues & cottaftrs 00 
historic tomSy-nm esatn ia 
peaccAiI Tuscan countryside. 

SENA,FL08fi<TINEHIUS, 
DSDBSLW 80RDH, LE H.WKBE 
EoJftT Awraafoliry 
0181 297 1470 (anytime) 


p toHMWjrSH Sf 


Tbe complete Jclecoqn 
eouamvde to come, Vida*. 
FumhiHBcak CUkNs. Otuminjt 

DgwinideimlOqrHMck 

RH»aanS^ 

rmCMM ' 



ABTA D0219- 

1=0161707 8795 

APUUA, CALABRIA. SiaiY ArmflL 
undlacovared Sooth. Hotels, 
Farms. VOes. Apts. Pools. (01694) 
7221 S3 ATOL 4029. 

VENETIAN APMHTMEMTS has a 
wonderful range oL private alo 
properties to ta in VMceAlso 

(tome/Fforenca/Varona/Vorioto. 
thffl 87B1 130 Fax 0101 878 0882- 

UM BRIAN PROPERTIES . Luxury 
medieval townbousa and mntn 
vOta apts Wflh pooL 003975 
9412128 

ROME, FLOftaiCE. VBflCE, SWy. 
Tbseany. Cental apartments A *#• 
las. Good rates. 0181 680 0082 1 
660 3900 eve. Fex 880 0331 



Afl paces are p-p nc 
rtn flight?, B6rft. -f & 5 

Srar Holds Abu Ad 

Iw; 0171 373 8058 


huropi-an Travel j 


SAN GflmaNAMO/ TUSCANY Ftav 
tty run, rustic farmhouse recently 
restored. Superb atewa. PooL 
Malta. Apts an pars (E270- 
430pw), B&B 2 pore (235-45 day). 
TeC. SteMn.flataU'e 0030077- 
944465. 

LAKE GARDA A Meggtora. Apta & 
hotels. Also city hreata Lataa 8 
MounMna 01329844406 ATOL 

CALABRIA. Our vita apte with own 
petto. Stunning oaves batowDexI 
Direct: Good prices.0181 818 
0844. 

SPRING IN UMBRIA. Private vring 
of hoary tamhoose or private otri- 
tage. Fantaetic views, arotare fw<. 
ntture, log Hres. Home cooking 
avafL 30 mine, Perugia. 0171, 351 
9819 

LAKES. UMBRIA. TUSCANY 
Marche, Stcfly. EDta. Hotata 8 
npta. anraotiva price*. Hre ds bn 
£22 8&B, apt* wMi pool On £221 
pvx Aun Plan 01543 267777 

CYCLING 8 WALKING in mflscau- 
ered tuiy. Great food, friendly 
hotels, bags moved. Headwater 
(01808) 42220 ATTO 241 2 ATOL. 


TakeOff 



EASTER 

SHORT BREAK 

FLIGHTS & HOLIDAYS 


RnHBABCaONAl 

SANTIAGO 1 


29 - 


£129 £279 



ROME 


I MAIORCA+ VALENCIA | 

Imalaga+usbon | 





-r-fwitaa 

farei rixwn on arannriplJi tael 

m.tmjeaonsm.mta8 


TRAVEL DESIGNS 


Rts.i£89Hote.r£169 

a 2 mating 





FLIGHTSEATS 


«*rein-_aa OMman Ota. 

tatoga m uetaFr £89 

ESEc Greaototeta£88 


^ — m Ortando — no 
Canate~£22B 

lALEWCfBHNDtiOnjWaimAMJGil 

ABTMrafflBRS FOR 16 
BETteteeiriwmnaDSis- - 


0990 239904 


• N 

■ Top sdnduled ariaxs. j 

•Bed stopover dniee- ? 

tafefl. ITSAireore. j L ;< 

- Wnenino ta&xed tnycvx cQd 

exact wishes. IBS 

■CsrScsspsvnMe, ||| 
ail rai 6 cnadi pasws. if 
•Aanmoodsdonfrew 
but^Mto kanry. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 


£545 


IRA/BBAGi 


omciuiy APPOINTED I 


12 Htah Start. Alton. HmB. 004 IBM 
or 

UTirtl*" . a HromtStroa. London Wilt SK 
M4 VU W nut: OMMrana ar 06 
o tatejw* *a —n i w iim. a wt rire p iM mM are for waa 


+ USA AND 
CANADA * 


♦ Montreal frnmf149 
♦Toronto - tnm £159 
♦Calgary fare £245 

♦ Vancouver from £245 


t* SPECIAL 0=?ER * * 

MONTREAL £149 


★New York 

from £167 

★Boston 

fram£167 

★Baltimore 

from £189 

★Washington 

from £200' 

★Miami 

from £200 

iziEzam 

from £200 


from £204 

★Dallas 

SSEzSl 

★Orlando 

from £239 

★Seattle 


★San Francsoo 



rS’fpi.'di 



' j*T 

Eclipse 

"mairrT 


329 326 


_ Sud 1Bam-5psn. 

Afl fm ere loar season return ISghJ; 'subjea to anibUiii «d «*♦ *P« «■*. 
RmO«MHli^a6B»BLai, ATOYCB ATOLCT W 



CapitalHiGHTs 

OPFM InAILY FILL LATF 
ViLilGC !r £6? TURKEY <• £15 
iLICihTE £59 CYPRUS £0; 
fiF.il £55 AI.ALrA LJ5 
3A.Hi.rvES ELS CnUWGi) ET£9 
FALK A £95 K=VV TCF.Y :>;.a 
GRSECs £u9 AUSTRALIA £-5= 


0171-209 4000 



Pbr further. 
TakeOff 
Advertising 
please see 
page 14. 
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hot and cold 


Stephen Wood left New York and hit the slopes of New England 


N ew England has the most 
peculiar climate. I knew 
what it could do to- 
autumn leaves, but I had 
noidea that it could turn 
skiere red, white and blue. While I 
was packing for my trip to KUlingtoo, 
Vermont, a colleague holidaying in 
the nearby resort of Stowe was 
already experiencing the locaLwinter 
fevers, shivers alternating with sweats. 
Ill had telephoned her, 1 would have - 

known to pack an extra pair of gloves, 
a couple of short-sleeved T-shirts, all ' 
my thermal underwear and in 
umbrella. Luckily, I only went for the 
weekend. 

It was a brief item in US Ski mag- 
azine that had given me the idea. A 
new ski-train service, it said, had 
started running this season from 
New York’s Penn Station to Rutland 
in Vermont The rock-bottom prices • 
for winter transatlantic flights made 
the idea feasible. For £159 return I 
could hang out with my friend Leslie - 
in New York; add another $100 for 
the round trip oh the. Ethan Alien 
Express ski-train, and I could have a 
couple of days’ siding at KflHngon, 
the biggest resort on the US East 
Coast The weekend before last, I put 
the idea into practice. 

Am trait’s offices in London .bad ' 
□ever heard of the Ethan Allen 
Express; a helpful woman at Penn Sta- 
tion gave me some departure times 
over the phone, but they .weren’t fw: 
the right train; if I had noticed that my 
map of New Englanddid not shqw a 
railway fine to Rutland, I probably 
would have given up. But thanks to 
Leslie 1 got to the station at the right 
time, picked up the ticket she bad 
booked, and joined 50-odd Other 
skiers squeezing on to the train among 
a crowd of laie-afteraoon comm oters 
heading for up-state New York ' 

I know why the train is called 
Ethan Allen: it celebrates the leader 
of the insurrectionist Green Moun- 
tain Boys, who fought for and created 
the state of Vermont in 1777. But an. ‘ 
average speed of 48 miles per hour 
on the five-hour trip is no reason to 
call it an express. Still, it’s atotbet- 
ter than nothing, which iswhat Rut- 
land used to have: thetown had been 
waiting 45 years for a passenger ser- 
vice when the first Ethan Allen 
Express arrived inn parking krt last 
December (Rutland’s, railway sta- 
tion will arrive later this year). • 

It had beat pleasantly warm fn 
New York, almost T-sHirt tempera- ■ 
Lure. But at night in Kfifiagton the 
weather was positively barmy • 7 • 

I stepped off the bus from Rutland 
on to soft mud, and in my lodgings 
fell asleep listening to water pouring 
off the hillside. The next morning, 
with the temperature pushing 6GF, I 
felt as incongruous in skiwear as 
three Christmas Day weirdos in their 
sw imming trunks - and alter a, few 











From T-shirts to full thermals in rapid succession: in KHGngton the weather is positively barmy 


inmates’ walk fo the sla* lifts I was just 
-as wet, and much hotter and redder 
in the face. Not only dld.it feel like 
Wales in mid-May, it looked like it, 
too. apart from the well-groomed 
slush covering the swathes cut 
through the trees: Kfflmgfon’s topog- 
raphy is hilly rather than dramatic, its 
highest point, KiUingtou Peak, 
reaches only 1300m. 

. But it was a good, morning. You 
blow that. feeling when you’ve realty 
cracked the skiing tiring? I had iL 
Kiffington’s most difficrit ctouble-dia- 
mond black runs were do problem; 
pn the tricky mogul fields I picked my 
way past those Uss skilled than myself 
tying in the slush. It was only on 
Killington Peak’s Downdraft piste 
that the doubts set in. At the top I 
read a government health warning, a 
signpost announcing that only expe- 
rienced skiers should proceed, and 
only “with equipment in good con- 


dition”; but at the bottom I had a 
troubling feeling that the run only 
seemed easy because it was - a dis- 
appointment confirmed by another 
British skier, who agreed that Killing- 
ton’s pistes are not nearly as black as 
they are painted 
For the East Coast s biggest resort, 
Killington is surprisingly small. 
Thanks also to the efficient lift sys- 
tem (and the supremely efficient 
queuing system - it’s no wonder the 
British love skiing in the USA), you 
can cover almost the whole area in a 
day. I would have managed that, but 
for the electric storm. I bad already 
been queuing for 15 minutes to get 
back up to Killington Peak after 
hinch when the whole system ground 
to a halt. A large, bearded resort 
employee bellowed that state law 
required the lifts to be stopped in 
these conditions, on the grounds 
that we could be ‘'fried”. For the next 


half-an-hourwe stood in pouring rain 
until state law took pity on us. Soaked 
through, I felt cold for the first time 
in Killington on the endless run (a 
vertical of almost 1000m) down to the 
Skyeship lift base. 

Cold? That was nothing. Next 
morning, the temperature had 
dropped by more than 30F: the hills 
were covered with ire, and the wind 
was piercing. Despite the bright sun- 
light it was a full-thermals, four- 
glove day; and the skiing was no fun. 
So 1 climbed into a warm car and was 
driven to the New England Ski 
Museum at Franconia. New Hamp- 
shire. This gave the lie to the notion 
that in the USA things are bigger and 
better, in a smallish shed, it offered 
a good video, a disappointing col- 
lection of ski fashion through the 
ages, and an usual collection of 
wooden skis - including one with a 
point at both ends, to be turned 


PHOTOGRAPH: JOHN' VUOS 

around in the event of a breakage. 
The only real treat was the collection 
of beautiful, plain-black 1960s Head 
skis, for which I would almost give up 
my beloved K2 Twos. 

The next morning was bitterly cold 
again: but the full force of Killington’s 
awesome snow-making capability had 
been turned on the slopes, and by 
now the ice was covered. I had a won- 
derful couple of hours sweeping 
down the almost deserted pistes, 
leaning right over to push the K2 
Twos into a carve... perhaps ray ski- 
ing has improved after all. Then it 
was back to the Ethan Allen Express, 
waiting in the parking lot at Rutland, 
for five-hoursrworth of beautiful sun- 
lit views of New York State, followed 
by another happy day tramping the 
streets of Manhattan. 

Further reports on skiing in tile States 
in tomorrow's ' Independent on Sunday' 



something 
to declare 


Trouble spots 

Antisocial practices around the world 


Visitors’ book I True or false 


T his week. Virginia 
Bottom ley has told 
me lots about travel. 

It is encouraging that 
politicians arc at lost 
taking the industry 
seriously, but 1 find some 
of her comments curious. 
On Wednesday, the 
Department of National 
Heritage sent oui a press 
release boasting of record 
earnings from foreign 
visitors to Britain. One 
reason, claimed the 
heritage secretary, was the 
Lottery's generous award 
of “£11.9 billion to expand 
the National Portrait 
Gallery". 

A quick calculation 
shows that £12bn would 
buy an awful lot of stolen 
Picassos, and would indeed 
help to “ensure Londons 
continued and universal 
appeal". But the amount 
that the National Lottery 
actually promised to give 
the gallery was a more 
modest £11. 9m. 

Misprints are easier to 
forgive than misrep- 
resentations. The thrust of 
the press release is that 
more overseas visitors arc- 
coming to Britain, and that 
they' are spending mi we. 
Bui when you get the raw 
data from the Office for 
National Statistics, you 
discover something odd: 
that while the total 
number of visitors is at an 
all-time record, the 
average individual is 
actually spending less, in 
1995 a typical tourist spent 
£503 in Britain; by last 
year the mean spend had 
fallen to £487. 

Worse still for the UK 
economy, the travel deficit 
is accelerating alarmingly: 
we spend much more 
abroad than we eam from 
tourism, and the gap is 
widening. Every day in 
1995. British tourists spent 
£10ni more abroad than we 
earned. Last year that 
figure rose by 11 per cent. 
While we splash out on 
foreign travel, inbound 
visitors are inclined to 
spend less. 

Why could this he? 
Another missive 1 received 
this week suggested that 
there is "a fundamental 
threat to every tourist 
business up and down the 
country'". Before reading 
the rest of the press 
release. I pondered some 
possible causes for a 
continuing decline in visitor 
spend. 

Just a couple of plausible 
candidates from yesterday's 
headlines: the prospect of a 
long, unhappy train journey 
from the capital to Windsor 
or Winchester, because of 
the wholesale cancellation 
of non-commuicr services 
bv South West Trains. Or 


wi 
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Simon Calder 


the postponement by a year 
of the completion of the 
Jubilee Line, the 
construction of which 
around Westminster has 
wrecked every tourist's 
photographs of Big Ben 
over the past three years. 

No: the real threat, it 
turns out. is Labour's 
“tourist tax". The despatch 
is another one from Mrs 
Bnttomley. writing this 
time from Conservative 
Central Office. 

In a speech tn Britain's 
hoteliers in London, she 
explained that she is not 
referring to an actual tax 
I unlikePfor example. Air 
Passenger Duty which is 
set to double in 
November; this will he a 
£20 lay on every non-EU 
tourist leaving the country 
bv air). In fact, Mrs 
Bottomley is referring to 
“Labour's slavish 
ideological support for the 
European Social Chapter 
and Minimum Wage", 
which will "cost one 
million jobs". So now you 
know. 

No one in the travel 
industry was especially 
surprised when Sunvil 
Holidays was voted one of 
Britain's best tour 
operators by readers of 
Which? magazine. The 
company runs high-quality 
holidays to diverse 
destinations, including 
Crete and Costa Rica. Bui 
Sunvil's managing director. 
Noel Joscphides. is 
surprising plenty of people 
with his pronouncements 
on staff and customers. 

Mr Josephides has a 
weekly column in the travel 
trade newspaper Travel 
Weekly. His views, always 
stimulating, are sometimes 
downright controversial. 
Last year he surprised an 
industry in which a high 
proportion of employees 
are female by saying that 
companies should have the 
right to sack workers who 
become pregnant. 

Now his target is the 
travelling public. In a story 
abom the marketing tactics 
employed by large lour 
operators, he writes: 

“Don't forget, the public is 
not icrv briahl." 


A likely story 


Tire secofid-kxjgest reef in the world" -guide books and tourist 
office handouts for -Belize . . 


As atyjngbt*xm^nrore 
popular, the size of a 
natkm’soffebfflc growth of 
coral skeletons basbecome 
an instromoat ^'attracting 
touri^Nooned^ . 
Australia’s daimfor toe v ; 
longest reet toe 1,000-niile 
Great Banier.Now Belize, ' 
whose ooasr Is decorated • 
with a strip 150 miles knig, is 
much closer fo these shores 
than is Australia. But before 
you dive for your mask, you 
should know that Belize is 
beaten by three others: Nfew 


Caledonia’s Southwest Bar-; 
rier (380 miles) and North- _ 
' ’ west Barrier (340 miles), 

• plus foe Great Sea Reef in 
' Fiji (155 miles). Belize, bow- 
■ ever, does have the longjst 
. ocual reef in the Northern 
Hemisphere. This inforiha- 
/ non came from David Stan- 
ley’s South F’nciftc Handbook 
■. (Moon, £14.95), which nibs 
in the South’s ascendancyby 
noting, “Over 600 species of 
— coral make their home in the 
Pacific, compared to onty 48 
m toe Caribbean." 


Sweden: “Like other cold and 
sparsety populated countries. 
Sweden faces serious concerns 
about alcoholism. An estim- 
ated 3Q0JD00 of the country’s 
1t5.miDkra people drink so 
conastendy that their health is 
In danger* according to the 
Swedish Institute. SlxoDers in 
Stockholm’s squares on Satur- 
day mornings dodge pools of 
vomit left by Friday nigfal’s 
carousing crowds.” - AP 
Austrafia: “The most popular - 
pastime in Australia is giving 
other people a -hard time. If 
: there are no Bams around, 
they resort to picking on each 
other. It’s just the way they 
are, bless 'em." -TNT Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand Havel 
Planner; free by sending an A5 


sae with a 55p stamp to TNT 
Travel Planner, 14-15 Child’s 
Place, London SW5 9RX. 
Saudi Arabia: “Anyone in- 
volved in a commercial dis- 
pute with a Saudi company or 
individual may be prevented 
from leaving the country 
pending resolution of the dis- 
pute." — Foreign Office Travel 
Advice Unit (0171-238 4503) 
Lebanon: “Last Tliesday. an 
irate driver opened fire on a 
bus carrying Japanese tourists 
in eastern Lebanon, sending 
at least one bullet through the 
rear window of the bus. No 
injuries were reported. Susan 
Abed, a guide on the bus, said 
the shooting was the result of 
“a dispute over the right of 
passage' on the road." - AP 


Himalayan Mountain 
Institute, Darjeeling, 

India 

You have a wonderful 
museum here, but please 
get a grip of it. The main- 
tenance is poor, there 
have been no entries in 
the lists of climbers since 
1993 and the souvenir 
shop is a disgrace - 
Colonel R Jukes-Hughcs. 
Shropshire 

You should have recorded 
the first British woman to 
climb Everest, Rebecca 
Stephens. Otherwise a very 
good, characterful museum 
-James B Ryle, Kent 

Deeply moved, inspired 
and amazed - Carolyn 
Newman, Canberra 


You need at least a week to travel 

False. Although maps shew the 
Pan-American Highway melting 
imo the jungle of Darien in 
eastern Panama, 30 difficult 
miles from the Colombian 
frontier, the new edition of South 
America on a Shoestring l Lonely 
Plane L, £17.99) describes some 
alternatives for the traveller who 
prefers not to spend days cutting 
through rainforest infested with 


by land between Panama and Colombia 


n'er-do-wells: “The jungle route 
Is getting more dangerous every 
year, and foreign travellers are 
definitely advised to get a 
puide... An unaccompanied 
foreigner may he assumed to he 
either a drug trafficker or a US 
Drug Enforcement Agency 
operative." Instead, you could fly 
from Panama City to Puerto 
Obaldia on the Atlantic coast 


Bargain of the week 


Or should that be “Bargain of 
the Year'"? From this morning. 
British Airways and Qantas are 
selling flights to Australia at an 
absurdly low fare, given all the 
stopover possibilities. 

The deal is on offer for 
travelling out in April May or 
June, and returning by the end 
of July. 1b Brisbane. Cairns. 


Melbourne or Sydney, you pay 
£699 plus tax - a fairly typical 
low-season fare for quality 
airlines. But in an act of 
spectacular generosity, the two 
airlines are offering stopovers 
in Africa or north cast Asia. 
The choice on the outbound leg 
is between Bangkok or 
Singapore, but on the way hack 


tfare £25). whence ii is a four- 
hour walk along the shore to the 
Colombian village of Cupurgana. 
From here you can fly to the city 
of Medellin in about an hour lor 
about £311. With luck you can 
cover the whole Panama Citv-to- 
Medellin distance between dawn 
and dusk - and spend the next 
year dining out on the day you 
walked the Darien. 


you get to chose from Osaka. 
Peking. Seoul or Tokyo in Asia: 
in Africa the Zimbabwean 
capital Harare or Johannesburg 
in South Africa. You can hook 
through any agent, nr either 
airline; the fastest response 
yesterday was from Qantas on 
0345 747767. Bookings must be 
made by 8 April. 
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Because we think the world of you 



worldwide attention to detail 


ROUND THE WORLD 
LONDON - LOS ANGELES - SYDNEY 
-HONG KONG -LONDON 
FROM £684 


For the real lowdows on worldwide 
travel, Traflftutere isywooestop 
travel strop. 

TYaBfmders offers more tew cost 
fHg Ms to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-mate yoer very 
own package wfth tip to 65% discount 
on hotels and car lure worldwide. 


p^iliigtliscduirtefl quality accommodation per room per night from 


.. cMSES. 


US; CAj\ KIR? rr.OV 


tU£30 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £30 

Fen DA t * CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH WEFCCA DIRECTORY OH 01 71-933 3366 









FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAIL FINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171 -933 33GS ANYTIME 


ASIA B9701 


194 Kensington Hiqft Keel - IgJ" 8 ^ 
Long Haul Flights: 0171-938 3839 
First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 

215 Kensington High Street - JMgJ 
Transatlantic & European. 0171-337 5400^ 

42-50 Earts Court Boat • IflMJJJJJ 6r 1 
Long Haul Rights: 0171-938 3366 

22-24 The Pikay Queensway • BjRMUIJHAM a4 6ES 
Worldwide Flights: 0121-23S 1234 
48 Com Street -BBSTOLBSIIHO 
Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9000 
254-284 Safichieftall Street ■ GLASGOW G2 SEH 
Worldwide Rights. 0141-353 2224 
5B Deansgale ■ MANCHESTER W 32 FF 
Worldwide Rights: 0161-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 


> - >r ^rT- ^ a 

^F&^^iS^'^An^burrshDps. are open Mon-Sal 9-6om •'TJuirs^-Ypfn * oiirvlO-Spm 


Tcailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 
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TELEPHONE BOOKINGS 
LONDON - OPEN 7 DAYS 
WORLDWIDE 0171 7308111 

EUROPE 0171730 3402 

NORTH AMERICA 0171 730 2101 

BRISTOL 0117 529 2494 

EDINBURGH 0131 668 3303 

MANCHESTER 0161 273 1 72 1 

GLASGOW 0141 553 1318 
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EURO STAR 

BHUSStLST’AKLS £49 rm 
with an rsiC card. 
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We provide a full range 
of services for youth and 
itudenl travcBen, including 
airrtrainfbus passes, 
travel insurance, law cost 
accommodation, or hire. 
ID cards, adventure tours.. 
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LEEDS BRADFORD from £83 


NICE from £149 
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Paris from £75 
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TEESSIDE from E93 

ZURICH from £99 


Return fares from London Heathrow. 
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0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel agent 
or railway station. 


eurostar 



kerala 


escape now to 
a special place in 




call the real specialists now 
for our superb brochure 
2 weeks from £650 
Cape Travel Co. Ltd^fj 
0181-9434067 1 
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★ STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
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Paris bnm £49 { New Yoht £155 

Amsterdam £66 .; Boston CIS 

Dublin £58 ; Oikago £199 

Geneva £96 : Los Angeles £211 

Athens £126 i San Frandsat £211 


ItoKouver £287 
Bangkok £355 
Singapore f»W 
Hong Kong £469 
Tokyo £540 


Menu £288 

Nairobi £318 

Johamesbug £399 
Auckland £656 

Sydney £589 


SPRING ROUND THE WORLD! London - Sanckck • • Sisgicre- 

Penh - - Svdney - Au;kar.d - L;s Awteles - London iron £555 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 
EUROSTAR DID 3el el 43 

ACCOMMODATION • CAS NfflF • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
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If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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Are we nearly 

there? 

Windy days out fbr Kids 

Nation^ MBs Day There are about 400 
mills across the country ibat are. open to 
the pubfia, a feet cdebraiedonll May, 
our industrial heritage sets its sails 

wadavdaciivitieKtnimuaMnHt^ 


tw reduced'pnoe entry for the 
day. The Society for the Protection of 
Anaeot Buildings (0171-377 1644) 
pubhshes Mills Open, winch gives rietafls 
of all mills known to be.open to the public 

Wimbledon Windmill Museum, 

Wimbledon Common 
(0181-947 2825) This was the site of 
many duels in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The Common’s unusual * ' 
hollow post mill, buijt in 1837, forms 
the- main attraction,;along with -a 
collection of milling equipment to 
stow how the mill would have worked 

and models depicting the histoiy of 
. windmills. Most of the euipment is 
robust and child-proof and kids are ■ ‘ 
encouraged to tzy their hand at the ‘ 
grinding process. Open Saturdays, 
Sundays and public holidays, April to 
October, 2pm-5pm. Adults £ 1 , ~ 

. chfldreo^odcbncesadns50p. 

Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, 

Gultompton, Devon EX15 3EE (01884 
840960) If yon don’t know the 
dif&rence.between bobbins and a 
“PoUit and WigzeU drop-valve 
horizontal cross compound steam 
engine" this working wnnl mill arjd 

museum can provide answers. From [ 
lamb to pullover, the whole process is :- 
on display, with tons explaining the ' 

. machines in action tod the life' of its 
19th-centmyworkere. Open April to 
October, 10.3 Dam to Spin daily. Adults 
£5, children £2J0, family £1350. 

Skidby Windmill, Just south of 
Beverley on the A164, East Yorkshire 
(01482 884971} A working mill with 
milling on Sundays. Easter at Skidby 
on 30 March includes a painted-egg 
competition and freeface-painting. • 
The mill fa holding a fund-raising fare 
on 23 March. Open weekends, 10am- 
4pm. Adults £130, diQdren SOp, "• 
concessions 80p.' > 

Delabote Wind FarnvDeli Farm, 
Detabole, North Cornwall, PL33 9BZ . 
(01840 213377) Ten wind turbines 
stationed here provide “green” power 
for 3,000 households. The visitor’s 
centre explains how— -and looks at . 
other renewable sources with the help 
of working models. Call for opening 
times. " 

Museum ofWetshLife,St Fagans, 
Cardiff CF5 63® (01222 569441): 
Wales used to be home tobundreds of - 
corn miDs,.-<frfven -astbis one fa - by 
water., Three floors of grinding and 
lifting machinery' turn grain into feed 
under the miller’s supervision. Open 
Easter to October, 10am to ,6pm. Adult 
£5,children £3.75, concessions £3.75. 

Twmteton Mill, nirie miles west of . 
Ktokwall (A965), Orkney. 
Sympathetically coHveriedtoindudea 
<nraft shop, viators dentiie and 
restaurant. Although no longer 
wodring ithasretained most ofthe . 
original machinery and waterwheeL - - 
Open from April, Mon to Sat, 930am 
to- 630pm, Sunday 2-430pm. 


Flour of a scientific heritage 

Caroline Millar saw the sails go round at Green's Mill, Nottingham 

G reen’S Mifl stands pictur- 
esquely silhouetted 
against the white sky of 
early spring. Children 


G reen’s Mifl stands pictur- 
esquely silhouetted 
against the white sky of 
early spring. Children 
scream and point excitedly to the 
Vast sails gathering speed in a win- 
ter breeze. Inside, there fa a noise 
like a vasr treadle sewing-machine 
as the millstones grind impres- 
sively into action. - 
Yet the MSI fa not just a nos- 
talgic souvenir of our rural past 
Situated in the heart of industrial 
'Nottingham, it also tells the story 
of George Green, one of the 
greatest scientists of the 19th 
century. 

This mathematician and miller 
inherited the mill from his father, 

. who had built jt overlooking the 
valley of the river Trent in 1807. 
George, a largely self-educated 
man, played his part in the bust-, 
ness. He also pioneered tbe appli- 
• cation of mathematics to naturaL 
phenomena such as electricity 
and magnetism. Although he was 
virtually unknowndnring his life- 
tuhe,Tiis work is now used in all 
' the physical sciences. 

Kids may scoot past the section 
of. the museum feat deals wife 
Green’s life. What they will daw- 
dle over fa a hands-on science sec- 
tion where Green’s interests are 
illustrated by- wave machines, 
echo tubes, and illusions such as 
tbe “ghostly hands”. You can 
even get a rather lurid throwback 
to Sixties Op Art by looking 
through the prism towards the 
. moving sails of fee mill. 

" Outside, the sturdy brick build- 
ings have a practical beauty. And, 
fee nearest thing to heaven for the 
under- 10s, an extra-long slide 
makes its way down fee hill. 

The visitors 

Caroline Millar, a freelance 
writer, went to Greens Mill with 
her son Thomas, seven, daughter 
Claire, four, and niece Emma 
Atamaniuk, eight 

Caroline: We all felt quite awed 
by all those vast wheels turning in 
the milL You can’t help saying to 
yourself, “bow amazing, it really 
works,” when you see the bags of 
flour at the end of it all. 

' It was quite an adventure to 
climb to the topi, and see Not- 
tingham spread out in front of us. 
The stairs were very steep, 
though, ami I wouldn't want to 
take a child under four up there. 

1 found the historical details 
fascinating. You realise how 
recent our urban landscapes are 
when you see a reminder of an 
older way oflife still standing, like 
the mill. - . 

Emma and Thomas preferred 
the hands-on science, and learnt 
quite a lot from seeing Green’s 
Mill in action. But f don’t think 
the mill fa ideal for younger chil- 
dren. At four, Claire got very 







Not just a nostalgic souvenir of the rural past: Green’s Mill tells a story of scientific achievement 


bored, and verged on a temper 
tantrum when she couldn't buy a 
badge. 

Emma: I liked it because it was 
interesting when you could see all 
the big wheels going round. You 
could see fee sails going past the 
window and I think the wind 
must he very strong to push heavy 
thinj^ like that In the science part 
I liked fee ball with all the pink 
lines that go to your hand - it 
looked like lightning striking my 


hand. But the video in the 
museum was a bit boring. 

I loved the big slide. It was 
more slippy when you went on 
your coat and put your feet in the 
air. Thomas looked funny when 
he was doing that. 

Thomas: Actually, none of it was 
boring. I liked to see the big 
wheels turning. They were going 
round vety quick and it must 
have been a hard wind. But tbe 
steps up to the top of the mill 


were steep and when I had to go 
down I had to go backwards. 

There was a round thing and 
when you put your hand in, it was 
reflected like a ghostly hand. I 
kept trying to shake it hut it kept 
moving away. 

The slide was dead big. Emma 
thought I looked funny, but I 
don’t. 

Claim I liked the playground and 
the windmill because it could go 
round. 1 liked the bit that the 


water goes in [the w ave machine]. 
But I cried because 1 wanted to 
buy something. 

The deal 

Green's Mill and Science Centre 
is at Windmill Lane. Snc inton. 
Nottingham NG2 4QB (111 15915 
6878). Opening times: Wedncs- 
dav-Sunday land Bank Holiday 
Mondays) lOamopm. 

Entrance: Free - but visitors arc 
urged to buy a bag of Green’s Mill 
flour. 


MlrmiGRAm. ANl'RtW BUI RMAN 

Access: Telephone for details of 
special disabled access | to the 
museum only, not the mill). 
Buggy-pushers may find the steps 
up to’ the museum a problem. 
Toilets: Clean. There are toilets 
for the disabled. 

Catering: There is a cafe, nun by 
volunteers. On the day we went it 
wasn’t open, and the nearest cafe 
was in the city centre. 

Education: Lots. Ring the mifl for 
details of sessions on bread-mak- 
ing. com dollies and wind power. 



On the trail 
of Inspector 
Morse- 
Rhiannori 
Batten ■ • 

investigates 
Oxford v- ' 


gk pparentiyonepar-. 
.'g:\ ticuiar room in 
.SwJk Oxford’s Randolph 
' m \ '\ Hotel fa invariably 
booked up by Americans 
these days. The reason for 
the popularity of room 310 
is that a certain occupant 
. . recently died in it. Fbrtu- . 
■ • oately for the visiting 
Americans, this was not to 
do with any health or safety 
,. problems the room might 
have had The doomed lady 



Moseas by John Thaw 


was not even alive, as such, 
in the first place. She was a 
figment of Colin Dexter’s 
jottings. As his fans will 
know, he is the writer 
behind the Inspector Morse 

programmes. The series has 
become so popular around 
tbe world that many 
tourists now visit Oxford 
specifically to try to seek 
out Morse's sleuthing 
grounds. 

lb cater for this massive 
interest, the local tourist in- 
formation centre has just 
set up an official walking 
tour especially for all the 
Inspector Morse location- 
spotters. Taking in colleges, 
museums, pubs andgar- 
dens, the tour is intended 
for true Morse enthusiasts, 
but you need not be terribly 
well-versed in the Inspec- 
tor's code - on the walk l 
joined our guide was quite 
happy to change the itiner- 
ary to suit the wishes of the 

Tbe majority of tourists 
in my group requested a 
tour that took in some of 
the more general Oxford 
sights as well as those asso- 
ciated with Morse. The two- 
hour meander around the 
city saw us blinking up at 
tbe-Asbmolean Museum 
from the steps ofthe Ran- 


4 Our guide 
scored 

Brownie points 
by revealing 
our naivety at 
the liberties 
taken by TV 
programme 
makers? 


The Sfiefdoncan Theatre, m the sleuthing ground of Inspector Morse 


OEftAJNT lewis 


doiph Hotel, dodging the 
college tortoise at 
Brasenose College, gar- 
goyle-spotting at Exeter 
College, admiring the 
effects of the light outside 
the Sheldonian Theatre, 
catching an impromptu 
cello recital inside a college 
cbapel and stepping on to 
Addison Y Walk at Mag- 
dalen, all the time being 
reminded of numerous clas- 
sic Morse scenarios. 

Scoring a few Brownie 
points for herself, our lele- 
literate guide revealed our 
naivety at tbe liberties 
taken by TV programme 
makers. Tbe “colleges” fre- 
quented by Morse, it seems, 
are in fact an imaginative 
assortment of various bits 
of different colleges pieced 
together to deceive viewers. 
And our Oxford tour guide 
was especially scathing ■ 
about one particular 


episode that featured ... an 
Oxford tour guide. The on- 
screen reputation of the 
profession was tarnished by 
the provision of some very 
suspect information indeed. 

The Morse tour ticket 
also includes reduced 
admission to Carfax Tower, 
a regular location in the 
programmes. From the very 
top of fee tower you get a 
chance to peer down into 
those college quadrangles 
that you wouldn’t otherwise 
he able to see. 

Living in Oxford myself, 
and wearing heels well 
worn by several self- 
devised walking tours 
staged for friends visiting 
the city. I wasn’t initially 
inflamed by the prospect of 
spending a blustery March 
afternoon visiting the 
scenes of various invented 
murders around the city. 
However. I came away 


knowing a great deal more 
about Oxford, as well as its 
screen appearances. Cer- 
tainly for anyone who 
hasn't previously explored 
the dreaming spires and is 
a fan of Dexter’s dreamed- 
up stories, the Morse tour 
makes for an entertaining 
as well as educational way 
to explore the city. 

Inspector Morse /ours run on 
Mondays. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, beta yen March 
and October. They start at 
1.30pm from outside the 
Oxford Information Centre 
in the Old School at 
Gloucester Green (beside the 
bus Station ). Prices an £4.50 
for adults and £3 for chil- 
dren. including a voucher for 
reduced admission to Carfax 
Tower. The tour lasts for rwo 
hours. For morale informa- 
tion. call 01865 726S7] or 
fax 01S65 240261. 
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want to be a ranger 


The city worker's dream is within reach, thanks to the 
demand for managed wild habitats. By Hamish Scott 


T o abandon a well-paid 
career for a working life In 
the country is an occas- 
ional dream of many a city 
dweller who has spent too many 
years staring at a computer screen 
whilst longing for the sight of buz- 
zards wheeling In an open sky. 
Most probably dismiss such 
thoughts as a fantasy, but at agri- 
cultural colleges up and down 
the country a curious phenome- 
non has emerged: the middle- 
aged professional retraining for a 
new career in nature conservation. 

“I was always interested in con- 
servation, even in my childhood 
when it was just called natural his- 
tory r says Julian Cross, a 44-year- 
old student at Lackham College 
in Wiltshire. *Td go out to the 
Chiltems with my father to hunt 
butterflies and I could identify all 
the wild flowers, but when it came 
to a career, none of that seemed 
relevant.” instead. Julian became 
an archaeological illustrator, 
escaping only at weekends to sat- 
isfy his love of nature. 

But attitudes to conservation 
and the countryside have changed 
dramatically since Julian left 
school. Our national parks and 
forests arc visited by millions each 
year. Unspoilt stretches of the 
coastline have been acquired by 
organisations such as the National 
Trust: downland has been taken 
our of cultivation and given over 
to public access; green lanes and 
ridgeways are now busier than they 
have been since the advent of the 
motor car. This new view of the 
countryside as a popular amenity 
rather than an agricultural 
resource has been matched by an 
increased concern for its proper 
conservation: coppicing is on the 
increase, new hedges are being 
laid, dry-stone walls repaired, and 
rare habitats preserved as sites of 
special scientific interest. 

Such changes have created a 



Country custotBan: Julian Cross retraining for a new career in nature conservation 


demand for country rangers, 
wardens and custodians trained 
in ways that might seem strange 
to some traditional estate man- 
agers. They must treat members 
of the public as welcome visitors, 
not trespassers, even when a 
child is swinging on a fragile gate. 
Their concern for wildlife must 
extend to birds of prey and other 
species that a gamekeeper would 
classify as vermin. They must be 
prepared for constant scrutiny of 
all they do, and to justify even the 
felling of a tree. Experience with 
people, enthusiasm, and a 
proven interest in conservation 
are the qualities required; even 
those with roots set deep in city 
pavements may prove to be 
suited to the life. 


For Julian, the first step towards 
changing his career was to join the 
British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers, Britain's leading prac- 
tical conservation charity, which 
co-ordinates activities involving 
more than 80,000 volunteers each 
year. Working unpaid at week- 
ends, Julian learnt how to build 
cob walls and coppice hazel 
woods. Also, for the first time in 
his life, he met countryside 
rangers and other full-time con- 
servationists. Many, he was aston- 
ished to discover, had previously 
been soldiers or accountants. Now 
they had, it seemed to him, “the 
most fantastic jobs in the world”. 
And as they all assured him, it was 
not too late to join their ranks. 

Most jobs in nature conserv- 


ation now require a qualification 
in countryside management, avail- 
able at most agricultural colleges, 
and mature students are generally 
encouraged Julian had little dif- 
ficulty in being accepted on a two- 
year part-time course at Lackham, 
leading to an advanced national 
certificate. The academic course 
is wide-ranging, with an emphasis 
on business studies: managing a 
National Trust estate, or even a 
remote wildlife preserve, is no 
refuge from the modem world of 
market forces. 

Julian is now about to start his 
final term at Lackham. The past 
two years have not been easy, 
since the need to spend two days 
a week at college made it 
impossible for him to keep his job. 


PHOTOGRAPH; JOHN' LAWRENCE 

and a grant of just £600 a term has 
proved inadequate for even basic 
needs. Thanks to his artistic skills, 
he has managed to survive by 
doing picture restoration, but 
many fellow students have fallen 
by the wayside and returned to 
their old careers. Nor does Julian 
expect that it will be easy to find 
a job, for cut-backs have affected 
countryside management as surely 
as they have the world of archae- 
ology. The difference is that he 
has yet to meet a burnt-out con- 
servationist. “It’s a way of fife,” he 
explains. “A vocation to be proud 
of” And he's just Heard of a post 
that may become available: war- 
den of a water mill with riveibanks 
and woods to manage.. “Now 
that,” he says, “would be idyllic”. 


O ne of the most fiddly yet agree- 
able tasks of the winter is to re- 
furbish the frames that fit into 
. the lifts of the beehives, nine to each 
storey. Each wooden frame measures 
5in by 14in and contains the honey- 
comb drawn out by the bees from a 
central sheet of wax foundation. 

In an ideal summer, combs come 
out the hive loaded with Ikjuid honey, 
each ceil lightly capped with wax. lb 
release the harvest, all one has to do 
is slice off the capping with ahot knife 
and spin the combs in a centrifuge, so 
that the honey is flung out and the 
cells are left empty but intact. The 
frames can then go straight back into 
the hives, or be kept in store, for the 
bees to use again. 

Yet ideal conditions seldom prevail. 
All too often nowadays, some or all 
of the cells turn out to be full of hooey 
from oil-seed rape, which is white and 
stiff, like candy, and cannot be 
extracted. As a result, you are left with 
a frame foU of goo unshiftable by 
human hand. The only remedy, 2 
have found, is to stand frames along 
the fence of the orchard and wait for 
the bees to recycle the fruits of their 
own labours. After a week or so, the 
combs are clean, and the frames can 
be put away. 

Unless, that is, badgeis find them. 
Last summer the reject frames sur- 
vived one night intact On the second 
morning the orchard looked as though 
it had been hit by a bomb. The grass 
was trampled flat Frames bad been 
dragged about and flung in all direc- 
tions. Some had even been heaved 
through the sheep-netting and carted 
half-way up the field. 

. From the violence of the onslaught, 
I suspected that the raiders had been 
displeased by the thin wire which runs 
through each comb in a zigzag, to give 
it strength. Probably this had caught 
in their teeth as they guzzled; never- 
theless, they had managed to devour 
the contents of about 40 frames, rape 
honey, wax and all. 

Hence the need, at this time of year, 
for repair work. It is easy to buy new 
sheets of wax foundation from spe- 
cialist suppliers, but to fit them into 
place requires dexterity and patience. 
Each frame has to be partially dis- 
mantled: slim panel pins have to be 
eased out, and the thin little bars 
which have to be detached are easily 
broken. The whole contraption is 
usually encrusted with old, dry wax 
which has to be scraped off; bees are 
fastidious creatures, and do not like 
having loads of rubbish dumped in 
their houses. 



Bees are fastidious 
creatures and do 
not like having 
rubbish dumped 
in their houses 

Gently does it, then. Each frame 
several minutes to restore, and 
T find I can complete only half-a- 
dozen or so before starting to feel that 
I should be doing something more 
urgent. With 50 or more to be tack- 
led, the prospect can seem daunting. 

The pleasure of the operation 
derives from producing order out of 
chaos, and from letting one’s mind 
range ahead to next summer’s honey 
harvest. Every winter brings a great 
fear that the colonies will not survive 

- that they will freeze or starve to 
death - and Z can scarcely believe that 
they are going to come through. 

I know that bees survive cold 
weather by forming a duster which 
continually adjusts itself, the insects 
rotating from cool periphery to warm 
centre, and vice versa. Yet a severe 
frost fills me with dread on their 
behalf, and when they re-emerge - as 
they recently have from all five hives 

- it seems a minor m trade. Now, with 
a feed of candy in the top of each hive, 
they should go from strength to 
strength. 

As 1 work on the eaten-out frames, 
I wonder why badgers do not knock 
my hives over, especially in winter, 
when food may be scarce: they must 
be able to smell that the brood cham- 
bers still contain stores of honey. 
Attacks on hives have been known, 
and badgers frequently dig oat wasps' 
nests to get at the grubs, apparently 
impervious to stings. Besides, a well- 
used badger run passes straight 
through ray orchard, so I know Brock 
is about most nights. Maybe some 
unwritten pact is in force between us: 
he knows that I do not harass him in 
his sett at the corner of the wood, and 
in return he does not harass me. 
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It’s time to get moving in the 
garden. Anna Ravord suggests 
a swift catch-up service 


•_v ; |. wcmldn'tgpso^fo 
# I T has arrived, or anything soppy like 
t that, but it sure as. bell doesn’t feel 
I like winter any more. After trial by 
frost .and a terrifying sequence of gales, 
the garden has suddenly changed tack. 
Instead of presenting me with a series of 
corpses, il tosses up new .flowers practi- 
cally every day. When last I trudged up 
the path over the bank - if seems like a 
.. lifetime ago — death knells were- ringing' 
all round. Now there are big dumps of 
Crocus tommaswianus “Barr’s Purple' 
poking up between the stones of the'path, 
and tiny jabs of magenta from the snub- 
nosed flowers of Cyckmaicoum. : 

These sights wind up a gardener. After 
a slothful winter, when even a trip to the 
compost heap with the potato peelings 
seems Dke a major hortioiltural endeav- 
our, it is time to get moving again, ip pick, 
up the pieces from whenever it was 
before Christmas that being outside lost 
\Jits allure. . 

The^undoutsideBstillttfocbidand 
wet to. encourage thoughts of planting 
seed. Instead 1 have been leafingthrougb . 
catalogues looking at qnick-fix alterna- 
tives: young plants, mostiy annuals, that 
you can order through the past and grow , 
on to put out in May. Last year, T sent off 
for plants of the brilliant blue pimpernel; 
AnagaSis monelli, which grows wild round 
the Mediterranean. Ifs not a Showy plan* 
if you judge by the size of the flowers, but ' 


the Wue is so searinglydear, it drawsyouf 
eye as uneningfy as the biggest sunflower. 

T grew itin a poL It is generous, with 
new stems sp ringing from the base of the 
plant and flowers over a long period. But 
the best display of it I saw last summer 
was at Christopher Lloyd’s garden. Great 
Dixler in Sussex. He. had mixed it with 
bright green, rariy-]eaved parsley is a big 
pool at the front of his long, border: 
Thompson & Morgan is offering eight 
young pi ants for £10,4$ last orders by 15 
April, delivery from late ApriL 

Dobies sends out plants in five sizes: 
seedlings, mmiplants, eariplaots, supa- 
plants and pot-Teady, plants - the biggest 
(and most expensive) of all. They offer 
snapdragons,asters. busy lizzies, lobelias, 
pfetunias and otber,more unusual, flow- 
ers such as briffianf brown and yeflow 
gazanias, which I have just ordered. 
These are available; as either easiplants 
(40 for £8.25) or pot-ready plants (10 for 
£1235). The last order dale is 12 March, 
for delivery earfy May. 

So, thafs the easy hit.- Jobs outside 
require a. little more effort. First of all - 
hellebores. If you haven’t yet cut away last 
year’s tattered leaves from around this 
seaSOn’s new flowers, do it /wm'. The flow- 
ers wfllJook very much better without a 
ruff of ^gedmemerao mod foliage around 
tbern/ You will also hut down the risk of 
last year’s leaf spot disease being trans- 
ferred to tiusyear’s growth. 
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After a slothful winter, ifs time to got moving again: ‘101 Asters’ (man pic), ‘Anagalfi moneHi* (top left), “Lobelia Rainbow Cascade’ (bottom left), 

‘Lobelia Cleopatra' (top right), ‘Antrrhinum Popette' (bottom right) photographs: Thompson a Morgan 


And a couple of hours spent spring- 
cleaning among borders will do wonders 
for the garden’s morale. At this time of 
the year you can pull the dead, bleached 
leaves of iris, such aslochroleuca, cleanly 
away from clumps, where fresh leaves are 
already beginning to sprout 

This particular iris has tall, handsome 
leaves, often to 3ft, with white, beardless 
flowers blotched with yellow. But all 
irises will appreciate a little attention now. 
Clear' away dead leaves and other debris 
from the tops of the rhizomes and cut 
withered, weathered ups from existing 
foliage. They will also appreciate food 
They do not need anything heavily 
nitrogenous, but a handful of bone meal 
or hoof and horn wfli cheer them up no 
end. 

My column. Weekend Work, will 
return at the beginning of April to 
hound you with jobs to do in the garden 
each week. You have a few blissful nag- 
free weekends ahead. If you get behind 
and start muttering rebeltiously, “1 bet 
she hasn’t done that'', take heart in the 
fact that you will probably be right. 
Especially if the instructions have any- 


thing to do with lawns. Or weedkiller. 

For a swift catch-up service that will 
enable you to stand at the starting line in 
April unencumbered by jobs that should 
have been done in March, read on. Sow 
seeds of sweet peas, seven to a 5in poL 
They germinate fast. When you are choos- 
ing seeds, remember that deep pink and 
salmon-coloured flowers are likely to 
have Jess scent than blue or mauve ones. 
If you have already sown seed remember 
to pinch out the tops of young plants to 
encourage new side-shoots. 

If you think that sending off for ready- 
grown annuals is cheating, and want to 
grow your own from seed get going fast 
Begonia, campanula, busy tizzy, lobelia 
and salvia all germinate best in the tight, 
with the seed not covered with compost. 
Constant damp is important for busy 
lizzies. Cover the pots with cling film and 
you won't have ro water them. 

Growth is galloping away on herba- 
ceous perennials such as day lilies, but 
clumps of polygonum, campanula, rud- 
beclda and helenium that you meant to 
split and move last autumn can still be 
tackled. Water the hole that each is going 


into, before you put in the plant. You'll 
lose Jess water by surface evaporation if 
you work this way round. Despite the 
storms that went with the recent gales, this 
has generally been a very diy winter and 
water is likely to be scarce in the coming 
months. 

Split up large clumps of snowdrops and 
aconites when they have finished flower- 
ing. Replant them in small groups, in 
ground refreshed with bone meal or 
home-made compost This is a good way 
of kicking “blind’' snowdrops back into 
action. 

Snip dead blooms from camellias. They 
will not fall on their own. This is a grave 
fault on the camellias' part, making them 
at this stage in their lives look like last 
week’s funeral offering. Camellias flour- 
ish spectacularly in cool conservatories, 
where their flowers, especially the white 
ones, do not get spoiled by rain. When 
flowering has finished for the season, 
repot potted camellias in fresh ericaeeous 
compost to build up plants for next year's 
display. 

Take steps to minimise the amount of 
expensively filtered water you spray on to 


the garden this year. Fit a water butt to 
catch min. Put wads of water-retaining 
newspaper at the bottom of the trenches 
where you grow sweet peas or runner 
beans. Newspaper will be almost as good 
as blotting paper at hanging on to any rain 
that falls over the next few months. Stick 
a plant pot or a length of plastic drain- 
pipe into the ground beside any newly 
planted shrub or tree. Pour water into this, 
so that it gets straight to the roots, rather 
than evaporating wasteful ly on the sur- 
face. And mulch, mulch, mulch. 

Nurse overwintered fuchsia plants back 
into growth by increasing the amount of 
water you give them. THm them over tightly 
if they look scraggy. Don’t keep them too 
warm: a temperature around 50F is plenty. 
At some stage check - by knocking the 
plant out of its pot and looking at its roots 
- whether you need to pot it on into a big- 
ger container. That's it. For now ... 

Thompson & Morgan. Poplar Lane. 
Ipswich, Suffolk IPS 3BU (01473 688821), 
Samuel Dobie & Son Ltd, BroomhiB Way. 
Torquay : Devon TQ2 7QW ( 01803 
616888). 


F lower of thehopn: y, 

HelkbontM4»itmkt^-tnbmi . 
as the Lenten belfcbore, - : 
whose flowers are weird, witefay. 
i col ours^tnarkings as individual - 

as fingerprints. MosLdramatic; 
are the sJaiy, wine-coloured. 

. flowers, the petals dulled with-.; ' 

* 1 grape-bloom. These iiefleboiies 
grow happily in deepshadev , ’ 
provided it is not dry and ; ' . 
starved- The flowers last a long, ' v ; 
time, the colour slowly ebbing . . 
from the petals till they become : 
Lkc old parchment. Afthe . 
Bowers begin fo fade, the new 
foliage comes through the 
ground: strong, hand-shaped 


leaves last all year, making a 

good-foil forlater perennials- - - 
that are less well endowed Plant 
in October in part-shade in 
deeps well-draWd inoistsofl and 
then leave them alone'. They 
liate fo beduwied. 

The Hqrtfcuttura! Society is 

frol&Dg ah ordud show today 
(I0am-5pm) and tomorrow . 

( 10am-4pm) ati its ball in Vincent 
Square* ^estadinster, London 
SWV Plants for sale. Admission 
£5 today, £3 tomorrow. 

Hie Alpine Garden Society is - 
bolding a show today (12pnt- 


430pm) at Burleigh Communify 
College, Thorpe Hill, • ■ 
Loughborough, with classes for 
primulas, cyclamen, saxifrages, 
dwarf narcissus, fritillaries and 
cozydalk Admission £1. 

The Hariow Carr Botandal 
Gardens at Crag Lane in 
Harrogate is holding a series of 
spring courses. These include: 
alpines today (130-4pm); 
propagation on Wednesday 
2 0am-4pm), pruning roses on 
Thursday (13B4pm), and pests 
on Saturday (10am-^nn). Further 
details from the Education Dept 
on 01423 565418. 



CUTTINGS 


Brundall mint beat 30 other 
varieties in a taste test 
organised last season by the 
seed firm Marshalls. The mint, 
named after the Norfolk village 
where it was first grown, has 


long. dark, glossy leaves and can 
be forced in a greenhouse to 
provide supplies before outdoor 
plants get into their stride. Send 
£5.75 for three roots, to SE 
Marshall & Co Ltd, Wisbech, 
Combs PE 13 2RF (01945 
583407). 

M 1 wonder if you can help with a 
book suggestion,” asks 
Geraldine Martin of Penarth. “I 
should tike to know if there is a 
dictionary in which one could 
look up the names of all the 
people who have plants named 
after them. 1 would like to be 
able to look up Henry. Hooker. 


Miss Willmott, Parkdirektor 
Riggers etc. just to know who 
they were.” 

Some of the people Mrs 
Martin mentions, such as Sir 
Joseph Hooker, the Victorian 
director of Kew Gardens, and 
Effen Willmott, the famous 
planiswoman of Warley Place in 
Essex, are listed in The Oxford 
Companion to Gardens (Oxford 
University Press, £2930), but 
this book, which covers the 
world, lists only the most famous 
names in any country. So 
Augustine Henry, for example, 
the famous Irish plant collector, 
is not listed. 


The only book 1 know that is 
devoted to people who gave 
their names to plants is Who 
Docs Your Garden Grow? by Alex 
Pankhurst (Earls Eye Publishing, 
£10.95). But Augustine Henry 
isn't there, either. Mrs Martin 
will have to make do with Mary 
Henry, who collected and named 
the phlox “Chatterhoochee - . 

Nora Barlow (aquilegia) and 
Maggie Mott (viola) are other 
unsung heroines whose stories 
are rold by Ms Pankhurst. The 
book is available direct from 
Earls Eye Publishing. Lamb 
Corner. Dedham. Colchester. 
Essex C07 6EE. 


TEL 01.71 293 2222 
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GREAT NEWS 
for GARDENERS 

Colour Blustrated 
Catalogue ; 

Westfield Road 
SlyfiekUndustrial 
■Estate, Guildford 
Surrey 



SS The Caior Gas Centre 

Guildford (01483) 300411 




J A POND IN V, 

*your garden 

We will, design, excavate - 
and create a p ondtes«» 
yotft* garden- 
fish and pianh siqjpfied. 


I 141 Southgate Road., 

1 London Hi 3UF 

^ y>171 354 0691^ * 

; lj >£THE evehependent 

%, . . . For more infbrmatiori on 

advertising wifii this section 

1 please call the Gardening IWv on 

1 11171298232 3/2344 
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SfflgfcSwdniiisjO^perl 

■.Snowfife ."!/ fiflOprl? 

W £5JDpff55 

AJ boHn tx uitf !«««* mda 


«fflW0US£ACCBS0RE 

pit llli li 
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. o WfBi w 

UMSS3fS2Ql3«6t5(UtaB) 

I 7fa&i«]wn&cateK - 

Start JbtancDcrtpte WM 


Woodland Mmery giwn 

WILD FLOWER BOLBS 

Z - 3 yr oW btoebefl bufceta 

£7 JO per 10ft ^15pw 250 
BtaebdB seed*. £7S0 per 
1D0O. £15 fc> 2500 Mature wfld 
DaflbdB bulbs 25 ke£730, 50 
for £1250. bdadea tree 
(Ufoeijr md Hnrnuttve WDd 
Hosier catafogne wlh M 
cubma) instatdfan*. Odals to: 
M. Thome, Boot**, Uankrfel, 
Oyrnwrid 023 7RF 
01678 5304Z7 


FOUNTAINS AND 
WATER FEATURES 

QEALCPF SOF 
COMAfNED fOUNTAINS 1 


■fcwpHkr - 
fauafte. Oriffod 

%££££ 
tmUmitaaata I 

TSP , 


The Coanoissenr 
Plant Club 

Qinorasliminul hard)' 
plant earfohe* b>' mail carier 
Fnxn Sympyandra annena 
(oadenopherra Utariana. 
from CrnUana tihebca to 
Salvia pneM'ihkiii from 
rhjrtcuma actsmuen to 
Candamme trifotto. And 

Dwiy. OiaTTj- monr . . 

For membenlip deUlb, write 
to CaMle Cudoa*. New Bead, 
Sbazbonw. Done! DT93SA 
or tdephan* <R9S5 81TT47. 
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SMALLER NETTING 

V4h. ffiSHTO KEEP OUT 
HARMFUL BIROS 



RA8STST0P 


Anaya for rsalvakie and good design ant) 

. construction - that's why the tmlMslonals 
etioosa AgrthwoM. Our taialOfnare Indude 
(LH.S. at Wtsfoyt Kan Mutr. Sited Resaarch 
.Stuton and many moro 

Baftan you buy a CruK e>0a n»ad the new fun 
colour, foae Agrafenas brochure *Weh talta you 
aatty It can Be your moat productive ganfonatg 
tneastmenl arut gives you pointers to hate you 
choose the beat vatua. 


PMTH BUS RES FVWE - ruMhtng to damage 
nets raurs"«BL 

LOKEi USIUB Emu - chosen lor na grasaer 
resistance to uftravioiet 
namncim vesoa Hiioa m ma ub 
ramasNS nu - saf najae rrmt 
mob. nan am am. bnmi mu 

> tor strength and a choice of finish lor 
long lasting protection. 


fhee BB ochurV> SEND TODAY , i. 01 342 310000 


A8rttramesLtdBnxiikirsNo4406 
Chartwoocts Road East Grinstaad Susses RH19 2HG 
nsase me Arif detaf fa of Agnfranws cages 

Pteasa quota tor a cage stee ... king 





gj3|lj WWOMW firfl I" &«tjac nc lOSZCX w » 

Mwaia*dyaidawseu>’««f»nimy . 


r ‘t¥i: 


QIMJTY ROSE ARCH- SAVE OVER 301 

WAS £32^6 pTp 





You won’t find a more rewarding or more — -X 

affordable way lo transform the appearance of your wSfl~f.iT 

garden with cascades of glorious summer colour. 

Imagine the possibilities. Use your arch lo form 
romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of f j, 
your garden lo another. As a focal point over a path, 
framing a gateway or even as a charming floral porch 
over a door. A series of arches draped with clematis 
or honey suckle creates the graceful pergol a e fleet so 
evocative of the English country garden. 

Our special offer arch is based on a traditional jrapjglS/jdP' 

design and is the natural and improved successor to 
the classic structures of the Victorian era. .iff 
Constructed from strong steel tube, finished with a — 
maintenance-free black nylon coating with moulded 
joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy sel f- 
assembly your arch will provide enduring pleasure 

for many years to come. But we do mnngi despaU;h ^Stteys but aJk>w2B days for detiuery 

The offer is only available by ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

mail order to readers of this East Grinsltad. Sussex KH192HG. a owi # *&•**** 

advertisement who respond 

be Core the offer closes on March ^ In nill 1 1 1 Oau8 niliu . tfl l l6iiW.irIrl^ 

31st 1997. I Pteasa send me WyltHFJOSE ARCHES ai E1A95 + C2.95 PSP. ( 

l Send WwquB to Ashdown Special Oilers. East Gmaeact Sussex RHi9 2HG. l 

1 Ck change MasterCard O Visa Q Switch Q Total E J 

I rrmxrxrn n 1 1 1 1 m ^ erm j 

I Name SwBeh issue No. 1 1— — 1 i 

, , ? Address ! 


| -Dwi | ngri) 

Yaw money back if not delighted- return 
unused within 14 days. 


Postcode Tel; 

Crease uckhaefyau do na wchki recede ararnal 
ofefttonfieiBdiidttrtfafltt 


—Asgal wed fi&flbmt 10C253 
□ VAT NumDen 210338003 
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W ant to be beyond retro? Fancy an original lSth-centuiy costume off the 
striking out anew with an old to wear on stage. This 
look? Then don't settle for unit- The costumes date from the 1750s to tne 
atkra; have the real thing. This Nineteen Sixties and most are in superb and 
countiy has a formidable supply of antique cos- wearable condition, despite having enjoy 
tumes and textiles - most of them at reason- several periods in the spotlight 
able prices and. best of all, still fabulously wear- One of the most historically important 
able. One of the most significant sales of the pieces is the “Suffield Gown , named after tne 
season will be held at Sotheby's next week Dowager Lady Suffield. who donated the dress 
when a large chunk of the Maddermaricet to the theatre after the Second World TWar. It 


Brent Cross shopping centre; materialists need a centre the size of the Starship Enterprise photogr/ 

The mother of malls 

By Jane Furnival 


PHOTOGRAPH: EDWARD SYKES 


F or Britain's newest 
social tribe, a row of 
shops containing a food 
store, post office and off 
licence would not sustain life. 
Today we have shopping 
malls, and mall materialists 
need a centre the size of the 
Starship Enterprise for life's 
necessities. 

Twenty-one years ago this 
week, the mother of all those 
malls opened. Brent Cross 
shopping centre, off London's 
North Circular Road, cele- 
brated its birthday. Shoppers 
were offered tea and coffee at 
the 1976 price of 25p (it's nor- 
mally £1.25). Models sashayed 
down the walkways wearing 
1976 fashions: Bared trousers, 
floral kaftans, wet-look boots 
and cork-soled clogs. 

A 21st birthday is a shame- 
less marketing ploy worthy 
only of a mall. Does it mean 
that it’s now a grown-up place 
to shop? Has it been drinking 
in pubs, voting and havingsex 
for several years? Will it be 
going to university? 

Back in the baby years, that 
opening week didn't go 
entirely smoothly, recalls Zubi 
Peera, fashions manager at 
John Lewis. Some customers 
became overexcited at the 
thought of something new 
and imaginative, that they 
couldn't get in a high street. 

“An elderly customer, con- 
vinced that Brent Cross was 
one enormous shop, came up 
to the perfume counter in 
John Lewis and tried to pay at 
one till for items from all over 


Changes in our shopping habits 


The move to supermarkets 
1976: 524 supermarkets; 51,494 
independent small shops. In 1976, of our 
£&8bn grocery budget, about 70,000 small 
shops took about 30 per cent of our 
spending (£L7bn). Supermarkets took 
about 50 per cent of our spending 
(£4.4bn). 

In 1971 we spent less on food: £4-2bru 
By 1979, wc were spending £134bn on 
food, a rise of £93n. 

1995/6: 777 supermarkets; 31382 small 
shops. Of our £54Jbn grocery budget, the 
supermarkets took 65 per cent (£35.1bn). 
The small shops, which accounted for 80 
per cent of our food shops, took about 10 
per cent of our spending (£5 Jbn). 

Sources: AC Neilson, Shopping centres' 
own statistics. Biss Lancaster: 

The spread of shopping centres 
Brent Cross. North London; Opened in 
1976, with 400,000 visitors in the first year; 
in 1996 they had reached 12 million. 
Merry Hill ’Birmingham: Opened in 1985 
with 11.5 million visitors in the first year 
by 1996 the number of visitors had 


reached 23 million. 

Metro, Newcastle: Opened in 1986 with 
12 million visitors in the first year; in 1996 
numbers were up to 283 million. 

Meadow Hall, Sheffield: Opened in 1990 
with 20 million visitors in the first year, by 
1996 visitors were up to 30 million. 
Lakeside, Thurrock. Essex; Opened in 
1991 with 9 million visitors in the first 
year; by 1996 the number of visitors to this 
most successful of shopping centres had 
reached 24 million. 

NB These figures may possibly be inflated 
by the fact that video-monitors in 
shopping centres are known to count 
pushchairs and mvj large bags as 
“ visitors’ \ Metro Newcastle's figure is 
based on car parking, assuming an 
average of 2.5 shoppers per car. 

New out-of-town shopping centres 
currently under construction 
Bluewater Park. Dartfbrd 
Cribbs Causeway, Bristol 
Dumplington, Manchester 
White Rose. Leeds 
Brae Head, Glasgow 


the centre - Boots, WH 
Smith, Fenwick. C&A. Marks 
& Spencer.” 

Her mistake illustrates the 
fact that most mall shops, 
such as M&S, John Lewis 
and Knickcrbox. could swap 
windows and few would 
notice. For those who value 
variety, malls are not part oF 
life’s rich pageant. 

“In the early days, there 
were more individual people 
who owned one or two shops 
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only," recalls Alan Wilkin, of 
Waitrose, who is chairman of 
the Brent Cross Traders' 
Association. “In some cases, 
they were given large sums to 
move out - by bigger shops 
eager to take their place." 

Today, the only really indi- 
vidual shops are Godiva 
Chocolates (selling Kosher 
chocs for its Jewish patrons) 
and a museum store selling 
copies ofTutankharaun’s pet 
cat No one else, presumably, 
can afford the rent - £30*'* - 
square foot, a* high as in 
Knightsbridge. 

What a knockable subject 
the shopping centre is: a focus 
of righteous indignation. The 
malls are accused of strip- 
ping the high street of stores, 
forcing people to get into cars 
and car parks. 

And from the point of view 
of the small shop owner it is 
hardly surprising. During the 
Seventies the number of cor- 
ner shop grocers fell sharply, 
from 86,565 in 1971 to 51,494 
in 1979. Today there are fewer 
than 30,000. After the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission paved the way 
for supermarkets and petrol 
stations to sell newspapers 
and magazines in 1992. 2.000 
shops were closed within two 
years. 

The march of the mall is 
inexorable. City centres in 
county towns such as Ayles- 
bury, or buty suburbs such as 
Watford, have long disap- 


peared. Pretty churches in 
Exeter and Bromley stand 
pathetically isolated on traffic 
islands. 

But despite the complaints 
of environmentalists, people 
flock to the successors of 
Brent Cross. The hot new 
Lakeside Shopping centre at 
Thurrock, in Essex, has seen 
‘■footfall" increase from 9 mil- 
lion in 1991 to 24 million last 
year. 

Marjorie Price, who lives 
right next door to the Brent 
Cross car park, has no truck 
for the critics. She shops there 
three times a week and still 
uses local shops for special 
things, such as hardware and 
camera film. 

“Brent Cross gets blamed, 
but the things I buy there are 
things I would have bought in 
the West End. Setfridges 
misses out. not the local shops. 
All shopping areas need to be 
managed. Hendon Central, 
built in the Twenties, is getting 
filthier, with deserted shops. If 
they lurned them from 50 
shops to 25 that worked, it 
wouldn’t be so bad," 

Professor Robert East, who 
researches consumer behav- 
iour at Kingston University, 
Surrey, is even more rhap- 
sodical. He claims: “For peo- 
ple with boring lives, mall 
shopping is interesting, stim- 
ulating and glitzy. In ray last 
research, only 1 per cent of 
people actually disliked the 
shopping trip.'’ 


The professional middle 
classes may be snobby about 
malls, but in 1976 we gat what 
we wanted. Mugging was on 
the increase; Brent Cross had 
visible safety in the shape of 
the "security guards. Most 
small shops could not offer 
the ease of credit card trans- 
actions and guarantees of 
sound goods; Brent Cross and 
the chain stores were more 
reliable. Refunds for poor 
merchandise were easier to 
come by. and credit cards had 
become the main means of 
exchange. High streets were 
busy, wet and polluted; now 
you could park under cover, 
sit down with the children, and 
find a dean lavatory when you 
wanted one. 

Today, ironically, we prize 
the one-off, the shops that 
specialise in health foods, 
second-hand clothes, flowers. 
Individualists can stay away, 
and seek antiques shops else- 
where. Mall materialists like 
the idea of antiques, but they 
buy only repro. John Lewis 
stocks that 

Nor do they want to buy 
scruffy, dirty vegetables, how- 
ever charming the greengro- 
cer is. The market area closes 
next month at the Arndale 
Centre in \fchndsworth, south- 
east London. “Community 
essentials such as the fish- 
monger and watchmaker are 
being transferred into kiosks 
down the main walkway," says 
the centre director, John Holt 
“We’re spending £17m on 
refurbishing, with themed 
restaurants and virtual reality 
games.” 

To stay alive, the centres 
must evolve. The Govern- 
ment has stopped smiling on 
them, and they cannot expand 
because of clampdowns on 
planning permission. 

Hillary Hudson-OldnaJI, 
marketing manager of Lake- 
side shopping centre, says: 
“We’re highlighted as the bad 
guys that spoiled it all. But 
supermarkets did most to spoil 
it, and we deliberately don’t 
have a supermarket here." She 
has a cheaper area for smaller 
shops and foreign store try- 
outs, so that shoppers can see 
the latest She is proud of her 
two supervised play areas. 

What of the future? The 
supporters of shopping malls 
think they are providing a 
lead to town planners. “Town 
centres have got us to copy," 
says Hillary. “Tt is hard to crit- 
icise a well-designed, man- 
aged environment, where 
parking is free and easy." 


Shopping guide for the mall materialist, 1997 


m Jamaica 


Also available in 1*5 litre bottles 


Piazza: cold, open square supposed to em- 
body upmarket metro chic. One-off shops 
enlivened by afreet entertainers and pickpock- 
ets in the middle, with one freezing couple 
taking cappuccinos in the open air cafe. 
Galleria: empty shopping centre with cinema 
and water feature (fountain) in the middle-. 
Contains either gift shops designed to suck 
your credit card dry in five minutes, or “retail 
outlets", aka cheap factory shops. 

Retail park: no park, apart from car park. 


Understaffed warehouses the size of aircraft 
hangars containing electrical appliances 
which, when you ask to buy them, are often 
out of stock or damaged, lake a picnic and 
Portapotti. Restaurants and lavatories are 
rare. 

Shopping village: shops miles from a village. 
Expensive restaurants to take advantage of 
the fact that you are a captive. Do not con- 
fuse with “village shops" (see Postman Pat 
books or The Archers for more details). 


Theatre collection of 
period costumes and 
accessories goes up for 
sale. The 156 lots are 
expected to fetch around 
£40,000, and wfll include 
practically everything 
imaginable, including 
delicate, ISth-oentnry 
lady's slippers, Victorian 
mourning garb in' black 
velvet and jet, and 
sparkling Twenties and 
Thirties velvet evening 
capes and silk gowns. 

The Maddermarket 
Theatre of Norwich is 
designed in the style of 
an Elizabethan play- 
house. It is unique in 
that ft is run profession- 
ally. with amateur actors 
performing. Founded in 
1921 by Whiter Nugent 
Bligh Monck, also 
founder of the English 
Drama Society, the 
theatre has so delighted 
its playgoing public that 
many have donated cos- 
tumes and clothing to its 
huge wardrobe. Indeed, 
the playhouse's reput- 
ation attracted the talents 
of the international stars 
Marie Rambert and 
Dame Ninette de Valois. 

The costumes donated 
were not a rag, tag and 
bobtail of desperate 
items which should have 
perhaps found their way 
to the local charity shop. ^ Suffield dress (top) and a 
The Norfolk public 17th century Jamaican tortoishefl 
wanted a theatre to be hair comb • PHOTOGRAPHS: SOTHESY 
proud of, and generously 

donated important period costumes, including gloves and other 
unusual accessories such as parasols, day and about £150. 
evening gloves and superb hats. So generous The great thin 
were the donations that the already ample these is that not 
wardrobe became overcrowded, and the ded- importance - an 
sion was taken to sell off a selection of the cos- - they also brinj 
tumes and use the proceeds to renovate the little slice of dra 
playhouse. or top hat and ta 

The joy of staging a period drama here is star quality, 
obvious. Kerry Thylor, the costume specialist 
who was asked to catalogue the collection, is The sale of the l 
enthusiastic. “It is amazing to think that per- don of period co: 
formers at the Maddermaricet Theatre work- held at Sotheby 
ing on an 18th-century period production March. For jurth 
could simply walk into the wardrobe and pick 8080). 


dates from the middle of 
the 18th century and is 
made of ivory silk bro- 
caded with silver and gold 
threads. The dress is scat- 
tered with large silk purple 
and pink flowers and car- 
ries an estimate of £800- 
£1300. 

Another highlight of the 
sale is a green velvet gown 
in the Aesthetic Move- 
ment style, circa 1878. 
sporting Medieval-^ 
inspired sleeves, with a 
matching bag suspended 
from the waist. The esti- 
mate is £350-£500. 

Vivienne Westwood 
recently predicted that the 
bustle would make a 
return. Jean-Paul Gaultier, 
as we know, still loves a 
good corset. Other design- 
ers have begun to play 
with notions of padding 
out the hips and bottom - 
all ideas borrowed from 
the past. At the Madder- 
market sale there is a won- 
derful selection of Victo- 
rian dresses with bustles 
and indeed hooped petti- 
coats and corse ts dating 
from 1860 to 1890, with 
estimates of £500-£700. « 
There are some truly 
beautiftzJ Twenties evening 
capes and gowns in panne 
velvet - perfect for this 
season’s style preoccupa- 
tions -with estimates frixn 

ess (top) and a ■>»»* f20 ? a P' ece j 

amafcan tortoishell sparkling evemngwear; and 
photographs-. Sotheby’s even some oddities such as 
Spanish stoles and shaws, 
ng gloves and other accessories, at estimates fron 
nd about £150. 

us The great tiling about buying garments like 
)le these is that not only do they have historical 
ti- importance - and can be a sound investmeit 
as- - they also bring the romance of acquiring a 
he little slice of drama in the form of a silk drss 
or top hat and tails. These garments have tne 
is star quality. 



The sale of the Maddermarket Theatre codec 
don of period costumes and accessories will hj 
held at Sotheby’s London on Thursday, T 
March. For further information, call 0171-490 
8080). 



Make May a memth to remember 
by planting these beautiful 
compact evergreen flowering 
shrubs that produce the most 
exquisite flowers every Nfay- 
These lovely shrubs can be planted 
anywhere m the garden that has 
neutral toarid soil (peaty) though 
we do recommend patio 
containers as illustrated. They wfll 
grow to about 3 feet and fit into 
any garden, large or smafl. 

The selection that has been chosen 
for yon includes one e ach of 
Red Diamond (red), 

Sha (Iflac) and 
Kennesina (pink). 


RING 0181 431 6431 

Credit Card Hotline (24 houn) 
IMPORTANT: Quae 'ING 104’ 
when ordering.. 

OR Complete die coupon quoting 
your Mastwrxrd/Visa number or 
send with crossed chequefocsul 
order*. NO CASH Pi ease. 
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Pull the designer wool over your eyes - at high street prices. By Melanie Rickey 


stnpots long. 
stewed V-neck 
top, £20, (also in 
navy and cream), 
by top Shop, 

Oxford Circus. 

London Wl; 23 
Market Street, 
Amdale Centre, 
Manchester 
(0171-291 
2351 for local 
stockists) ' 


Chevron ■ 
mufti-coloured 
stripe top, £40, 
by Ctenvkits 
Rfltebo'for 
Dorothy 
Peridns, 
avaflabte 
from select- 
ed Dorothy 
Perkins stores 
nationwide, in- 
cluding Oxford 
Street, lakeside 
Thurrock and 
Croydon branch- 
es (caH 0171- 
291 2604 for 
your local 
stocktet) 



Turquoise 
and orange 
stripe short 
sleeve 
polo top, 
£33, 

by Benetton, 
255-259 Re- 
gent Street, 
London, Wl 
and 

selected 

stores 

nationwide. 


Cotton add- 
bright multi- 
striped 
short-sleeved 
turtle-neck top, 
£115, by Paul 
Smith 
Women, 40 
Floral Street, 
London WG2; 
Van Mfidert, 21 
Elvet Bridge, 
Durham; and 
Strand, 22 
Queen Victoria 
Street, Leeds 


Candy-striped 
cardigan, £20, by 
Etam, from 484 
Oxford Street, - 
London Wl; 

40 Queen : 

Street, Cardiff 
79 Mg) . 

Street, 

Meodow-tafl 
Centre, 

Sheffield 
(cad 0171- 
494 7732 

fbr.local r 

stockists) % 


TUrquolse 
tank top 
with 
variable 
muftiple 
stripes, £22 
(also available 
with pink and 
brown stripes) 
by Dorothy 
Perkins, 
available from 
stores 

nationwide (can 
0171-291 2604 
for local 
stockists) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: TONY BUCKINGHAM 


n Britain; we 'havc. tis& best and- bost dirw> 
rionaf hi^ -Street- she^ fn the "world,. and * 



■ best ^esagnere ii__ 

John , GaHianb;^ "AJatEffideT 
Katharine Hamnett there tap 

hundreds of nameless, faceless designerswhose 
designs we are far more likelytowear. They design 
for chains such as Frencb Connection,' Dorothy, 
Perkins, lop Shop and Etaml Aiiri,- while- not set- 


.'tmgthe trends, their aim is to interpret them for 
l : mass consumption. 

, For this Spring, these mystery designers have 
r one umversaJ trend: mnln-coloiired, 

jumpers. Their miration? demerits , 
Ribeiro.fbe highly successful husband and wife 
'design team (tnado and Suzanne) who, in Octo- 
ber 1995, sent multi-coloured, multi-stripe casb- 
; mere knitwear down the runway to complement 
their mainline collection. The cashmere knits, pro- 


duced by Scottish knitwear giant Barry, were an 
instant success with American press, who (he fol- 
lowing spring (1996) were all seen to be wearing 
their stripes at the Paris ready-to-wear coUectionsi 
Tbday, the knitwear range sells as well as their 
mainline collection of womenswear, and can be 
found in New York, Dallas, Los Angeles, Tokyo and 
London. 

For those who may have fingered the dements 
Ribeiro soft cashmere jumpers at Liberty in Lon- 


don. the hefty price tag (hovering around the £300- 
£400 mark ) was a reality check- 
However, the High Street has really come up 
trumps with a vast array of irregular striped 
jumpers in candy bright, acidic or earthy shades 
inspired by the duo. dements Ribeiro themselves 
have an affordable version, thanks to their col- 
laboration with Dorothy Perkins. Now there is no 
excuse but to brighten up your thermal winter 
knits. 


Under the Counter 


Expenditure to 
be catty about 


T hey puke under the bed. crap in the 
house plants and leave dead frogs in my 
slippers. These are not toddlers, but a 
pair of creatures who sleep in my bed ail day. 
keep me awake all night have chronic 
halitosis, and eat only mackerel in aspic: 
Devon and Tess. both four years old, are 
felines. 

I can't recall life before cats. It was certainty 
cheaper - by about £6S0 a year - and that 
excludes initial set-up costs: cat transporters, 
liner trays, poopcr-scoopers, baskets, fleecy 
igloos, electromagnetic cat flaps, collars, name 
discs, feeding bowls, electronic timed feeders, 
jabs and castration. Let's cal! that lot £400. 

Other costs arc unquantifiablc: the savaged 
Baluchi rug (does anyone know how much a 
tassel-less one is worth?); the Art Nouveau 
figurine that I was about to take to Christie’s - 
worthless pastiche it may have been, hut not 
even the expert would have been able to tell 
from my little dustpanftil of fragments. 

The embarrassment factor is a big 
consideration before you welcome these 
beasts into your home (let’s face it. they 
perform DIY colonic irrigation in public). Too 
often I've had to smile nervously at a dinner 
party guest while, behind him, Devon was 
licking the salt off the cocktail snacks. And 
Tess has an underwear fetish - particularly for 
anything black and lacy. It's very cute to hear 
her hunting cry when she appears with a 
freshly caught bra. but less amusing when you 
are showing the builder round and have to 
navigate him through an assortment of strewn 
lingerie. When I explained, his “pull the other 
one, love" look was painfully obvious. He 
thought his luck was in. and kept winking at 
me over his paint samples. (Mind you, his 
quote was very reasonable.) 

Also, there are behavioural problems. My 
behaviour has become quite irrational over 
the past few years. 1 find myself calling up the 
garden: “Devon Malcolm, 1 won’t tell you 
again. It's supper time!" The neighbours 
either think I am completely crazy, or are 
convinced I have an England cricketer living 
in the shed. 

Nutrition is a worry. I relum laden from the 
supermarket, but there is never anything to 
eat (except for a pot of Paul Newman pasta 
sauce that’s been lurking for months). Instead, 
the cupboards bulge with delicacies such as 
“Arthur’s Chunks in jelly with salmon, shrimp 
and added Omega 6& 5 oils". “Sheba with 
fillet of salmon and whitefish flakes in a light 
jelly" “Hi Life Gourmet slices of pheasant in 
gravy", and Kitbits, “a moist [real with cheese 
and beer. Soon we’ll have “fricassee of sea- 
breara in a light raspberry coulis. drizzled with 
a prawn Marie Rose sauce", but it will still 
look brown and glutinous and smell like 
something you've stepped on. 

OK. so I ; ve dished out about £3.000 plus on 
them so far. I suppose they’re grateful, in their 
own way. but it's so hard to teU. As a little old 
lady at the vet’s once told me, “They do smile, 
vou know ..." 


Lindsay Calder 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Collecting 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 


A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tables always in ?6iU (Jarm dhdiqt tel 

* • - JUMamyAttad, 

•Qkrkt 

i is™ writfricr***** 638541/638361 
usually a vailable : • • • 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


For Sale , | j Unusual GSfts 


FILING 

CABINETS 
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Hnoanoi 


f-BRnfSHANTIQUE^ 

11 l DEALERS' 
ASSOCftTONFAffi 

- Duke ot York's 
. Headquarters 
[ tar. Sk»nc SqT King's RfL 
' /viw SW3. 

. t:M8 March. 
Ctato;.ll.«W.00pjB. 

. Firedsy.WWpm.. 
Thursday 530pm. 

Lasf day fi.OOpd- 

charttygala 

: Tluusdav 13 Maui 

!•••'• 6 JO-S. 5 ftpm. 

.Fttwiffinncr 
: U Man*. 7J0pm 

/ 017 I -589 6108 4 


House and Home 


! FACTORY SHOP • 

: SOFAS & SOFA BEDS ! 


J From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! J 

1 Styled and made to your own recpiirements. Deeper seats - Higher • 
4 or lower backs /- Soil or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of \ 
4 . fabrics from Sandersons, Liberty, Monkwell and others. All work | 
| carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also ) 


( undertake re upholstering to the public and interior designer. 


“ 5 < z ? 


3 * ” t-? 







533. 


4 POETSTYLE LTD, UNIT 1, Rayford St Industrial Centre, Mare St, I 
4 (Nr WeB St), Hackney, London E8 3SE. Telephone 0181 533 0915. I 
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Security Gates 


&gmt good bote m a heart of stad - Security 
gates combine the highest levd of sasrlty for 
hone or wort^iace with a classic ^yean w a. 


wariioraeoriwnpBcewnicassic appian«»- 
Tht styfati tBeacuUB oatts sack neatly out of 
sigtit wttra not reque^i and afow wsukms to 


teM o pa ntownfl hfo B awing to right 

Fora FREE Cotav Bnctam ptows pbene 
&1332 ZASZBB or wttt to aw FBffi* 0 ST 
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SECURITY SYSTEMS 
etDBAtSEaiarvtBO.ragrosrtEX'iMa.BCEra gtittt 


WARNING! 


THERE'S A KILLER IN YOUR HOME 



SPECIAL OFFER 



-g g -= •mam d e iktoh 

. ALSO A COMPLETE JUXGE OF 

3 AS flEIBnwat TOTHEHOie. CWVWMi OB BOAT fi£ SUM -BE SAFE 


wins.uNTi.SffiB mssnoi, wnoua hwq. 

® HIES UHBASOTSnHMZ ®QSC0B 


Clocks & Watches 




Chronometer, Watch and 
Nautical Instrument maker to. 
The Right Honourable the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 



APPLY TODAY for your FREE copy of the SewflLs 
colour brochure containing over 150 timepieces and 
weather ins trum e n ts. Prices from £20 to £3,000. 

Plus details of FREE Sewifk gifts. quo(e 

Phone: 0151 708 0099 ref: 

Or fax us on: 0151 708 6777. 


SewJBs. Comha Hotag. 24Comhifl. ^«£ 0 ol^LT_ 8 M _ 

Simply complete the coupon below and post H to:”! 
Sewilis, Omrfiifi House, 24 Comhill, Liverpool LI 8DZ j 

NamrtMr/Mrs/Ms.) quote ! 

Address: . ref: J 

(M67l I 

.Postcode:. ® 


Books 


Congratulations to 
Winners of the International Open 
Amateur Poetry Competition 


“ Between a Laugh and a Tear” 




Brownlee Doris M.H / Stow on the Wold, Gloucestershire 


Davidson Nwa . M / Chatfull, Nantantaland 
Fnveb Bnbea M / Bedford. Bedfimkhire 
Gamon Tracey / Kyoto Shi, Japan 
Greenfield Rosemary / OswaldkHk. Yod 
Hafl Rnsarmmd / Canle Cary, Sametsu 


Nobic Ja l Enficki, MkltUna 
Salmon P.D.' N»- Malden. Surrey 
Word Alknm M. I Cbetnsford, Essex 
Whhehouse Stephen / Leeds, West Yorkshire 






Aktaas Vicky / Hanmenmiih, London 

Archer James / Si Albans. Hertfordshire 

Baldwin. L /Hampton. MaUkser 

Ball Lilian. M / Newark, Nottingham 

Bannft Gregory / North Wes London 

Beer Cruhenne / Wefcvyn Garden Ciiy, Hens 

Biggin Susan f Venezia. Italy 

Bodes Julie. M / Coldfield. Warwickshire 

Brvgeai Bryan / Hempsusd Henftnfaire 

Caiqpbefl Jolk / Audenshaw. Manchester 

Chadwick Graham < Lodeve. France 

Colt Andrew / WsteriooviUe; fLunpshirs 

Curtis Cahaine / Ahon, Hampshire 

Dandy Chriflopher / Thape-le-Sokcn, Easl S«sex 

Doyle Garin t Torino, Italy 

Dyson Mary / Paris, France 

Bans Brace. J.W / Brcnnnod. Essex 

Fkansig Natasha. B/ Wimbledon. London 

Freeman. T.G / Binningharo, Wea Midlands 

Gaidnct Maijoric / Crosby, Liverpool 

Green Lia / Suawi, Surrey 

Gnffidis Ber / Loughborough, Leicestershire 

Gwyan Vkacria / Pembridpe, Hexetordstmc 

HagsanMarif/ Stockport. Chtshae 

Hward. MJ / Long Levins. Gloucester 

Hodgddn. R.H > Fdgbaann. Birmingbam 

Hon^htiesDai«ri/Dontaml(iK.rae 

Johanesen Majorie/ Sevenoaks, Kent 

Jooes Tracey ! Soufli Sea. Hampshire 

Jdtdan. R.H /Gramec; Nrafatk 


Judd Simon / Wfcybridge, Surrey 

King Lynette I Strouall, York 

lie^in Francis; Heathfidd. Eaa Sussex 

Linney. SX / Hove. Sussex 

Long Howard I Si Albans. Herefordshire 

Macdonald. EJ / Argyll, Scotland 

Mackay Canon. D.' Angus. Scodand 

Mawnam-Smirfa Frances l Ledbury. Hertfordshire 

Mawsson Harvey / Dewsbury, West Yorkshire 

Mungapen Shirky / Fmdy, Somhan^xon 

Newcombc Jim / Derby, Dnfaydnre 

Oates Sydney / Crwharough, East Sussex 

Bonen Roderick / Auckland. New Zealand 

Race Katy / Wklnes, Ctaeshbe 

Hiogbani Geoff ^ Green ford, MikOesex 

Rydet K I Mirdiddem. GLouce^ershire 

Saunders Patricia / Has land. Chesterfield 

Saoon Psnrck / DuWur. Ireland 

Sharp Bernard / Bradford Ws« Yorkshire 

Spencer Alan I (Mum. Lancashire 

Styles Keith/ Stoke ftjgrs, Buckinghamshire 

Veal Simon. J / CddfwkL Wefl Midlands 

WalBs Alex / Lufax, Bedforddnre 

WmL AJM t Bexley heath. Kent 

Wiring Edna i Caithness, Scotland 

Webster Toay / Dawludv. Devon 

Whs Vinar / Bedfbm. Middlesex 

Weston Joan i Eastbourne, Easl Sussex 

WiRrmaw Gordon i GovadrilL Glasgow 


Each tnt?mh The International Library of Poetry sponsors an amateur poetry 1 competition in 
the UK and Ireland and wilt award aver £18.000 in prize money over the next 12 months. 
Anyone may enter the competition simply by sending in one original poem, any subject, any 
s tyle, to : The International Library of Poetry, Dept. 5812, FREEPOST LOIS 
SrmNGBOURNE, Kent MElO 3BR (no stamp required). The poem should be no more 
than 20 lints, and the poet's name and address must appear at the top of die page. The entry 
must be typed or neatly handwritten and will not be returned. All poets who enter will 
receive a iqjjy, along with complete competition rules, within nine weeks. 

Congratulations id all prize winners and to aJJ semi-finalists. 1 


Poets House. C renters Road, Dolphin Park, Shtingbounie, Kent MElO 3HB. 
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Gavin Green 
reports from 
Geneva, the 
catwalk of car 
shows, where 
Mercedes chose 
its moment to 
step wildly out 
of character 

I t seems odd that Switzerland, 
Europe's capital of financial excess, 
should play host to a bout of sud- 
den pragmatism from the world's 
motor industry. But this year’s 
Geneva Show, which usually bears 
about as much reafity to the motoring 
world as the Paris catwalk does to this 
summer's M&S fashions, was full of 
sober, sensible motor cars. In particular, 
it was full of cleverly engineered small 
cars, which promise great fuel frugality, 
bold new styles and low-cost motoring. 

Just to make the Swiss feel a little more 
at home, the star car was a Mercedes- 
Benz. But instead of the usual oversized 
iimo. from the back seat of which waddle 
overweight politicians, plutocrats and 
peers, the star Mercedes at Geneva was 
the long-awaited A-class. the smallest car 
that the Stuttgart maker has ever released. 
It is also quite the most radical tiny tot 
since the Mini of 38 years ago. 

ft is ingenious on so many fronts. First, 
it's shorter than a Fiesta but has as much 
cabin space as u Mondeo. This remark- 
able space efficiency is largely due to its 
under-body drive-train, enabling more of 
the total length of the car to be devoted 
to people. 

Second, it boasts Renault Espace-style 
cabin versatility, with the possibility of 
removing the rear seat and. if you want, 
the front" passenger seat, too. Thus it can 
be transformed from a five-seater into a 
single-seater van. Removing the rear seat 
gives easily enough room for mountain 
bikes. The rear seat is also fore-aft 
adjustable. In its forward position, the 
boot is cavernous - and there's still 
enough leg-room for three backbenchers. 

The cleverest part of the car is its twin 
floor-pans. They help give the baby much 
greater strength than other cars of this 
size. Mercedes says it is almost as crash- 
worthy as the big E-class, one of the 
world's safest cars. There is probably a bit 
of PR puff here - after all, the nose of the 
car is so short that there can't possibly be 
as much cushioning as on a car with a bon- 
net the size of an aircraft carrier's deck. 
Nonetheless, if s a fair bet that there has 
nev er been a safer small car. 

From launch, engines include 1.4-Utre 
and 1.6 petrol four-cylinder units. A 
couple of four-pot turbodiesels follow in 
early 199S, one which is reputed to aver- 
age 62 jmpg. British sales start in spring 



Birth of the baby Benz 



Spiritual 
enlightenment: 
Rover was the 
father of the 
micro car with 
the Mini, but its 
latest bid in a 
booming market 
was more a 
spoiler against 
the A-class Benz. 
Ford’s new 
Puma, right, 
could be the 
cat's whiskers in 
Tfcra territory 



1998. No one is being specific on prices 
yet. but expect the A-class to cost from 
about £14,000 - the same as an up- 
market VW Golf or plain Jane Mondeo. 

The A-class is a huge gamble for Mer- 
cedes. not so long ago one of the world’s 
most conservative car makers. The com- 
pany is betting that enough people are 
prepared to pay medium-car money for 
a technologically advanced baby car. It 


overturns the bigger-the-car-the-better 
mindset which Mercedes, as much as any 
other maker, has helped to foster. It 
should prove particularly attractive in big, 
congested, affluent cities, where small cats 
really are a boon. 

Hot on the wheels of the recently 
launched Ford Ka, other car companies 
went small car crazy at Geneva. The 
Volkswagen group unveiled its Ka com- 


petitor, the Seat Arosa, preparatory to 
launching its own VW-badged equivalent, 
the Pico, in December. The Arosa is a- 
dull-looking little thing, four- Inches- 
shorter than the Ka, but promising great 
fuel economy. It comes m under the cur- 
rent Ibiza, just as the Pico will come ‘in' 
under the Polo. 

Vnrchall showed a revamped version of 
the pretty-looking but otherwise pretty 


average Corsa, with endless, minor 
updates to bring ft up to scratch. The most 
• significant is a new three^cjdmder ? -?73cc 
r fen^me;'’reekdnefi to average’ ‘almost 
v30mpg^It?s still good 

Rovecj .which "invented thermodera , 
striallcartn the Mini and has been doing 
its best to try to improve on it ever since, 
showed yet another “new concept” Mint 
proposal, tins one called the Spiritual. 


-feotonic Tardte Mercedes breaks 

the mouW with the A-ctas^^V 
whose capadous cabin defies 
exterior Hesfca-in« proportioas , 


There were both three- and five-door 
versions, with little engines under the Tear 
seat an d' highly space-efficreat cabins, as 
well as various trad Mini styling axes. 
Sadly, and despite all the hystenesmeer- 
tain media quarters, (“It’s the new MS fait*) , 
the Spiritual has about as much m com- 
mon with the next real Mini, slated for the 
year 2000 , as the Waiiams-Renanlt FI car 
on display on the stand opposite- • 

The three- and five-door Spirituals are 
m fact 18 -monthroId styling studio mod- 
els, dusted off by Rover to try to win some 
PR paints and steal some of the Mercedes 
A-dass’s thunder. (Don’t forget, Rover is 
owned by BMW, Mercedes’ deadliest 
rival.) The real new Mini will have a con- 
ventional front transverse engmeand, by 
all accounts; won’t be the technological 
big leap that some of us had hoped. - - 
Rud, which got the new-wave small car 
fad underway with the Ka, is now think- 
ing spiflH in the coupd class. At Geneva, 
it launchedits two-door Puma, a’Vhushall 
T5gra competitor using the mechanicals 
of the recently revised Fiesta. Like all 
recent Fords, ft looks either: bold or 

weird, depending on your tastes. I like it, 

A new IJSbhp 1.7-litre engine isthe only 
motor available. 

■. Further upmarket, back in more famil- 
iar Geneva Show territory, Audi - 
Europe’s fastest improving quality car 
maker - took the covers off the new A6, 
rival to BMW's 5-series. It looks great, 
like all recent Audi*. Early reports sug- 
gest that it drives as weQ as it looks. 

British makers, who perversely have 
tended to dominate recent Geneva Shows 
(last year it was the Jaguar XK8, the year 
before the MGF, before that the Aston 
Martin DB7) had a quieter time. Even 
those masters of high-cost lunuy, Aston 
Martin and Rolls-Royce, were fairly quiet 
Geneva is usually where they make a 
splash, secure in the knowledge that' at 
least here many of the show visitors can 
actually afford their wares. 

. Rather, Geneva showed that the small 
car & now truly bade in fashion again. 
Look at today strafficand pollution, and 
it’s eaty to understand why. ; V 

- 1 ' More ofa satirise &rwha*s Ieadingthe 
charge, and that Mercedes chose the 
Geneva Show to spread the good news. 

The Geneva Motor Show runs until 16 
March at the Pttlexpo, next to the airport. 


Seat unleashes its pocket rocket 
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Road test: 
Seat Ibiza 
Cupra Sport 

By John 
Simister 
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S elf-denial in the 
name of a social 
conscience is 
officially over. Or at 
least it is as far as cars are 
concerned. Why else would a 
magazine called Max Power , 
full of souped-up hatchbacks 
painted in outrageous 
colours, be the most popular 
motoring rag in Britain? No 
doubt we can put this 
phenomenon, and the 
regrettable laddishness that 
goes with it, down to 
youthful rebellion. But there 
has always been a case for a 
good, hot hatchback, and on 
the back of its extreme 
resurgence in youth culture 
comes a rebirth in the 
mainstream. 

Into this encouraging 
auto-sociological scenario is 
pitched Seat's latest and 
hottest Ibiza, the 2.0 GTi 
16V. which is powered by an 
engine lifted from 
Volkswagen's Golf GTI 16V. 
The Ibiza is a small car, 
virtually a supermini, and a 
10-litre engine with 150bhp 
ready to burst forth is a big 
motor for one so small. The 
idea of big-engined tiddler 
has always appealed, which is 


why the Peugeot 205 GTI 1.9 
and the Renault Clio 
Williams came close to cult . ’• 
status among connoisseurs of 
driving, and this new Seat 
fills just perfectly the gap left 
by their demise. 

There have been rapid 
Ibizas before, specifically a 
1.8 16V. and a 2.0-litre with a 
lazier eight-valve engine, 'but - 
the combination of cubic 
capacity and free-breathing 
valve-gear lifts the t 
experience foa new level. 

Ybu canguessttiis even 
before you scorch off into 
the distance, because the 
Seat sits on 12-spoked alloy 
wheels of enormous 
dimensions. There are 
various items of aerodynamic 
addenda, too, and inside we 
find rainbow- hue d seat 
facings and silver dials to 
relieve the dark doi/rness - 
elsewhere in the cabin. 

What you don’t see 
outside, though, is an - 
obvious exhaust pipe. That 
won't impress the Max Power 
folk at all. You do hear its 
presence, though. It emits 
not the expected rorty rasp, 
but a whoosh like that of a 
huge hairdrier a fraction ofa 


second after you press the 
accelerator. Simultaneously, 
the small Seat shoots 
forward.- even if you’re in a 
high gear and starting your 
spurt from a low speed - as 
though near-weightless. 

That’s one of die most 
appealing features, of this 
crazy little car. It hurtles with 
so little apparent effort, with 
potent push ob offer right up 
to 7,000rpm. This is nbt the 
sweetest of engines, but its 
muscles are abundant. And 
the easy hurtling ability is 
especially useful given the 
gear change’s obaructiveness 
- some honing is needed " , 
here - because you are not 
foreVer having to shift up ’ 
and down to keep the power 
coming. 

Then there’s the handling, 
so interactive that you 
practically feel you’re part of 
the car. You would expect a 
car like this to grip firmly 
and feel planted on the road, 
but the steering tells you 
exactly what's happening 
under-tyre, and there’s a 
feeling of balance which eggs 
you on -into fine-tuning your < 
cornering line with the 
accelerator as well as the ’ 


steering wheeL The 
combination is captivating. 
You may even, for a fleeting 
second or two, imagine 
you’re a rally driver. 

Here's something to help 
your imagination along. Seal 
won the Formula Two World 
Rally Championship -open 
to 2.0-litre, front-wheel-drive 
cars - last year, using Ibizas 
not too far removed from 
this one. This year, the 
Spanish company’s UK arm 
has created an organisation 
called Cupra Sport, to 
prepare cars for the British 
Championship. That’s why 
. the first 2.0 16Vs have loud 
“Cupra” stickers on the , 

' flanks and the tail, and lack a 
sunroof and air-conditioning. 
Later in the year, there will 
be amqre discreet version 
with those accessories* and 
inevitably a higher price 
(£15^600) than the Copra 
•car’s £14,595. 

This Is a lot of money. But 
then the Seat Ibiza Z0 GTi 
; 16Y from the extrovert arm 
of the VbDswageh empire, is 
a heck of a kit of fan. 
Welcome bade, truly hot 
hatchback. It’s as though 
you’ve never been away. 
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Seat Ibiza Cupra Sport 
Prki-.£14^95 on the road. fiiiginfc 
I984CC, four cylinders, 26. valves, 
150bhp at fijDQOrpm; fivespeed 
gearbox,' front-wheel drive.' Top 






Seat of the pants: the Cupra Sport matches power with peerless handling 


consumption: 28-33mpg 

Rivals (with on-tfie-'road prices) 
Alfa 145 L8 Ttom Spark, £14,600 
approx: Arrival Of revised 145 
imminent in UK, with quality and 


Peugeot 106 GTI, 412JS05: 
SmaUer-engmed than the Seat; 
cheapen too.bfot arias bur nearly 
as amusing. Suitable successor.to 
205 GTI. ." * - 

Renault M4gane Conp& -16V, 
£15340: Intended to replace Clio 
Williams, whose engine it shares. 
Looks 'goody -has. less room .and 
stodgier steering, 

Royer 200^£li995?'Vfciy qafck, 
with deverV^riabfe Wye Oratr ol 
engine, bm fcffi^arefiDOted tiwH; 
Seat Roverwoqd. looks qdd in a . 
hot hatch. 1 ''- ■ • ~i 
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Three of the 

Houses in France 




A year ago, this restored country house near Cordes in 
the 'Rni, south-west Prance, price 9OQ,0GOFF, would 
have cost a British buyer around £120,000. But the 
franc is failing against the pound, making it a more attractive 
proposition to buy a home in France. Now the house, set in 
walled gardens, with a pigeon tower and additional stone 
buildings, costs nearer to £100^XX). Creeper-dad, with white- 
washed walls and red tiled roof, it stands in country which ‘ 
enjoys fang hot Sumners and short mild winters. It's a long 
drive from Calais* but the nearest airport is Toulouse, an 
hour-and-a-hatf from London. Through Anglo-French 
Agence-ITJnion (0033563306024). - 



This little cottage with large bam behind is in ai tiny village 
10km from Mayenne in Normandy. It sits on a slope, giving 
three levels inside the house. Stone built; with a slate root it 
needs considerable work to be done atthe back. It is south 
facing, with a pear tree climbing up the front, and comes 
with a reasonable- size orchard. It is basically three large 
rooms with fireplaces at both ends, but has anatticfoat . - 
would convert It has water and electricity. About £9,500 ■ 
through Splpndid Isolation (00 33 243 03 09 21)1 
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This two-room stone cottage on foe edge of a village five .. 
minutes from the medieval town of Lassay Jes Chateaux, in 
Normandy, is in fairly good condition. Its attic could be con-, 
verted into two more bedrooms and. a bathroom. It has a 
fireplace with a wood burner m the main room, mains.water 
and electricity, biit no septic tank. The garden is about quar- 
ter of an acre and is surrounded by fruit trees- Around 
£9,800? through Splendid Isolation, as^bove. 

' ‘ /Rosalind Russell 



room service 



Changes to the 
Housing Act 
aren't helping 
tenants. By 
Penny Jackson 


ardly a day passes. 
without.- more 
evidence of the 
boom in the 
rental market. 
Whether it' is a report of 
rising, rental. incomes, cash- 
rich investors rushing to buy 
fiats or an estate agent 
opening a' new- lettings 
department, no one can be 
in any doubt that rentals are 
going through a good phase. 
No one that is, except the 
would-be tenant who often 
ends up feeling more like a 
nuisance " caller than a 
customer. 

Tenants - complain of a 
second-rate service provided 
by people with little 
knowledge of what they are 
marketing and even less 
interest in their applicants 1 
requirements. Far from 
benefiting from the growth 
in the numbers of letting 
agencies 7 . find what they 
imagined would be a new 


professionalism, more often 
than not they have to put up 
with unretiirned phone calls, 
poor-quality property and 
lacklustre staff- A recent 
survey by Hamptons 
International of 50 tenants 
showed that more than 60 
per cent were-, disappointed 
with the compromises they 
had to make. 

Annabel Baines describes 
her recent search for a one- 
bedroom fiat in Kingston as a 
hideous experience. It is not 
the .first time she has rented 
and as an associate director . 
of j Hamptons country 
lettings,, she, understands foe 
business. She knows how 
much pressure is put on staff 
by demand far outstripping 
supply but was nevertheless 
shocked by the poor sendee 
she received. Her complaints 
are echoed across London. 
“Virtually nobody rang me 



bark, but the one person who 
did, saying be bad found the 
perfect fiat, on four occasions 
came up with a furnished one 
when i had dearly specified 
unfurnished. I was getting 
desperate and was ringing 
agents almost every other 
day. I could tell by their 
voices they were Thinking. 
"Oh no, not another one’.” 

Mary tenants complain of 
having their time wasted by 
either being sent lists of 
unsuitable ^properties or 
being sent off to view places 
that bear no resemblance to 
foeir needs. 

“A sole-agency agreement 
might have given me a better 


service, but nobody 
suggested it," says Annabel 
Barnes. “I think my search 
would have been much 
easier if they had bothered 
to find out about me. but 
very few had the time or 
inclination. Some of them 
never even took my name, 
others took my phone 
number but not my address. 
An appalling number never 
even asked if I was in 
employment." With only 10 
days left to find a home, she 
saw eight properties over 4S 
hours. Only one was suitable, 
but her offer was. rejected 
because the landlord decided 
to rent privately. In the 


Hamptons survey, a large 
number of people whose 
offers had been accepted 
were gazumped or the 
landlord pulled out because 
he wanted more rent. 

Penny Parr-Head, who as 
Hamptons' central London 
lettings director conducted 
the survey, believes agencies 
can do more than throw 
their hands up in despair 
when faced with gazumping 
■‘As soon as we have an offer 
we charge landlords a 
penalty fee of a few hundred 
pounds if they withdraw. It 
makes them think." 

In 3 tough market speed is 
of the essence. “It is an 


agent’s job to try to get a 
contract out within 24 hours. 
If a landlord is multi-agencied 
we insist that they fax other 
agents and take back the 
keys," says Penny Pan-Head. 
(Winkworth. the London 
agents, nearly half of whose 
business is rentals, is working 
towards putting information 
on the Internet so that it can 
be updated hourly.) Agents 
could take a tough line on 
other issues as well, according 
to Mr Parr-Head. “If we have 
a landlord who has behaved 
unscrupulously, at end of 
tenancy we would consider 
whether to remarket the flat." 

Hamptons recently refused 


to continue with a client who 
turned down a couple on 
racial grounds. “They were 
terrific tenants offering foe 
full asking price of £1,000 a 
week. They never knew, but 
we told the landlord he was 
contravening the Estate 
Agents Act Race is a big 
issue at the top end of the 
market and it would make a 
huge difference if agents 
didn't turn a blind eye to it.” 

Penny Parr-Head is one of 
those expressing concern 
about the number of 
inexperienced agents jumping 
on the lettings bandwagon. 
She argues that as they need 
to know about fire and safety 
regulations, tax implications, 
and are responsible for their 
own legal work, a much wider 
pool of knowledge is needed 
in lettings than in sales. “How 
many tenants, for instance, 
are warned that they could 
find themselves liable for a 
landlord's tax if he lives 
overseas?" 

She is also sceptical about 
the latest amendments to the 
Housing Act One of the 
changes now allows a 
landlord to go to court if a 
tenant is two months in 
arrears instead of three. This, 
she believes, will do little to 
protect the landlord against 
constant non-payers and 
nothing for the vulnerable 
tenant who falls on hard 
times. ‘“We need to protect 
those at the lower end of the 
market while making sure 
that tenants who can afford 
to pay, do so. For rents over 
a certain level, one month in 
arrears should be grounds 
enough to go to court There 
are tenants swanning around 
in Pbrsches, constantly owing 
a couple of months’ rent and 
living at the expense of foe 
landlord.” 

But for those whose 
biggest problem is becoming 
a renani at ail. playing the 
loyalty card might help. 
Choose an agent and offer 
them your sole custom for a 
period. As fenny Parr-Head 
says. “Who will get the better 
service from an agency? The 
100 people registered all over 
the place, or the 10 exclusive 
to that one agent?" At least 
they might return your calls. 
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Nigel and Lesley 

Kemp bu9t their - 

own four- 
bedroom 
detached house. 
The plot cost 
£41,000, the 

bufltfingwoik 

was £7 1,000- 
The lender's - 
market valuation 
of the GORifdeted 
property is 
£160,000 

PHOTOGRAPH; V 
CHRISTOPHER JONES ' 


! built the house myself . . . 

The option of self-build is increasingly attractive, reports Michael Holmes 


V ff hen Nigel and Lesley 
\j? Kemp wanted a larger 
V home, they decided to 
build it themselves.’ Having pre- 
\ iouslv toed in a small property on 
the edge of an estate, they now 
have a spacious, four-bedroom, 
detached house in a pretty 
Somerset \illage. Nigel, a teacher, 
and Lesley, a psychiatric nurse. 
Vi mnd a plot through a local estate 
agent and designed their new 
home together, with help from a 
local building consultant. 

"Most of our spare time over 
the last two years has been dedi- 
cated to it.” >ays Nigel. ‘‘There arc 
still a few things to do. but wc are 
now at the end of what has been 
a very enjoyable experience. It has 
been hard work at times, but our 
decisions have been made 
together and there have been no 
major disagreements” 

The couple employed local sub- 
contractors. and also carried out 


some building themselves. “The 
most tense time was waiting for 
the planners to make their deci- 
sions on the design.” says Lesley. 

The Kemps' house, which is 
clad in reclaimed local stone, cost 
them £71.000 to build, and then- 
plot cost £41.000. The lender's 
market valuation of the property 
is £160,000. “We won't be going 
anywhere for a while, though.” 
says Leslie. “We have expansion 
space in the roof for two further 
bedrooms and a bathroom - this 
place is designed for the future.” 

Self-build is proving an increas- 
ingly popular way to move up the 
housing ladder. Last year alone, 
around 18,000 families chose to 
design and build their own home, 
saving, on average. 15 to 20 percent 
of their completed property* s mar- 
ket value. The cost of a new home 
is reduced because the self-builder 
takes on the risk of enterprise nor- 
mally borne by a developer, cutting 


out the developer’s profit and the 
cost of sales and marketing. 

“Self-build is by no means as 
straightforward as buying an exist- 
ing property,” says Julian Owen, 
of Associated Self Build Archi- 
tects (ASBA). a nationwide net- 
work of professionals established 
to help people build their own 
home. “But the pay-off includes 
the freedom to design an individ- 
ual home, often on a more gen- 
erous plot than found on new 
developments, together with the 
chance to cut costs even further 
for those who are DIY-oriented.” 

The potentially rich rewards of 
self-build lie at the end of an excit- 
ing, if stressful road; searching for 
and buying a building plot, design- 
ing the home, arranging planning 
and building consent, choosing 
the fixtures and fittings, appoint- 
inga builder and then seeing the 
project through. “It is a lot to take 
on for a busy working family,” 


agrees Julian Owen. “However, 
over recent years an industry has 
evolved around these needs, 
establishing a route that makes it 
hard to gp wrong.” 

Getting a mortgage on a house 
that does not yet exist has trad- 
itionally been difficult,- so rally 
those with sufficient funds to buy 
a plot outright could consider 
building an individual home. 
Today, a host of major lenders, 
including the Bradford & Bingley 
and Nationwide building soci- 
eties, and Barclays Bank, will lend 
on land, while the TSB is able to 
advance np to 95 per cent of a 
plot’s value and up to 95 per cent 
of the total building cost. Finance 
for construction, however, is still 
paid in arrears, so most self- 
builders find they need a deposit 
of around 10 to 15 per cent to get 
their project started. 

The starting-point for most such 
projects is the search for a suitable 


building plot. This has recently 
been made far easier by a nation- 
wide database of land and reno- 
vation opportunities. “Details from 
estate agents, surveyors, develop- 
ers and landowners are compiled 
into this single source, putting pri- 
vate individuals on the same foot- . 
mg as many developers,” says Gill 
Dawson, who runs the land-search 
service Plotfinder. ‘Anyone can 
register, and for die price of a 
three-minute premium-rate phone 
call we will send them a complete 
list of land and renovation oppor- 
tunities in any three counties.” 

Help and advice on design and 
building are available from archi- 
tects, surveyors, freelance home- 
designers. project managers and 
specialist package companies. 
They will create a design that . 
meets a household's needs and . 
aspirations, as. well as .satisfying 
the requirements of the planners. 

When it comes to construction. 


self-builders can opt for as much 
or as little involvement as they 
want, with cost savings usually 
proportional to their own input. 
Many choose to appoint a local 
builder, or manage the project 
themselves employing local sub- 
contractors.There are also archi- 
tects and other project managers 
who win oversee the build for a 
negotiable fee. 

The Individual Homes Home- 
building A Renovating Show is at 
the NEC, Birmingham, 20-23 
March. Entry: £7 - or ring the 
show’s hotline on 0181-710 2186 
for half-price tickets. More infor- 
mation about self-build homes is 
available from ASBA (0800 
387310) or Plotfinder (0891 516526 
’•.- calls 1 fast about three minutes and 
coif 45p perminutecheap rate, 50p 
.ftt. other times). . . _ ..... 
Michael Holmes is editor of 1 Indi- 
vidual Homes' magazine. 


U p to IQ yeais ago, barely a handful 
of lenders were prepared to opr 
mortgages to people who wanted 
to build their own homes. Tbday, almost 
30 lenders have specific arrangements for 
sdf-bmkleTS, while eight more are pre- 
pared to consider loans m specific cases. 

I Among diem are Bradford ABingley, 
Nationwide,' Alliance ALeicestet. Sop- 
ton, Bankof Scotland, Northern Rock, 

TSB and Bank of Ireland. ' • _ 

• • This easing of mortgage rules has 
undoubtedly helped tens of thousands of 
people who. each year embark on the _ 
process of designing and bt ril di pg their 
own home. But die practice is not totally 
disinterested. As a spokeswoman for Nor- 
wich and Peterborough Building Society, 
which is very active in the market, 

. explains: “People who build their own 
homes are among those with the greatest 
commitment to keeping their mortgages 
going. If you go to all that trouble, it -takes 
' s lot to halt your mortgage payments.” 

§o how does the tystem work? BasicaBy, 
almost all lenders are prepared to offer 
tbeir entire range of loans to 'borrowers - 
whether fixed, discounted or at variable 
rates, fo most cases, die loan available will 
cover up to 95 per cent of the final value 
of the property, including land purchase. 

The process involved in obtaining a 
mortgage is detailed - probably far more 
’ so than for-; traditional borrowers. 

Lenders expect in-depth cost projections, 
timings, details of who thekeybuflders 
will be and even their qualifications. 

If a mortgage is agreed, payments are 
usually staggered into four or fivelstages. 
The first is often linked to the cost of the 
l and , although many lenders will not 
lend money for this purpose. 

Money Facts, a monthly finance guide, 
shows that more than half of lenders 
won’t consider this. The rest will average 
between 75 and 80 per cent at this stage. 

. - Thereafter, stage payments to builders 
wQI usually be at die footings/ground 
floor stage, when ground floor walls are 
up, when the first floor is completed and 
when the roof is on. The final stage is 
based on a surveyor's final estimate of a 
property's value. Thereafter the seif- 
bunder should be able to reclaim VAT on 
the cost of materials used on the home. 

Before going to a lender, do your 
homework as to which one can meet your 
specific needs. MoneyHicts, Individual ■ 
Homes and Self Build cany regular details 
ofwfaatisqnoffer. 

MoneyFacts, 01692 500765; Individual ■ 
Homes’ and ‘SelfBuild’ can be ordered 
.through.newsugents • : - ■' • • • - - ' v 

Nic Cicutti 
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English Family 

wiling detected family house 


GREECE 
Mount Pelion 
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In n.-l jlt. 1 '- in pMuresquc 
murid (nun minutes Eaii 
i.i Eur.-DKii;.. Luunijciiincr 
■i ilb Ji/vpbi.'v. kjlL-hcn 
lAjmppiMi. unlny. ? htfjnwnto. 
’ hjil'r.wb. o3i i ml hailing, 
m.iiurt Liiiiku. nnitt Sionpk- 
lr.il onv.LlMnn fXrJiNe. 

Prior: 8HU.000 French Francs 
or £*»7.00n 

Tel: UO 33 1 60 22 70 42 




BujuiiJijI mo siorcv house u> 
<4 rn of orehjid 2 miles 
from scMim bcactl >3 of Ajius 
Y ijonr. 4 bedrooms. -KKT swing 
room iiiih bjkon>. utiBiy room. 
Idicfairn and bathroom. 70 ft 
terrace aiih fabulous joulh 
(icing nr*-, of the Aegean. 
Good .jnJer throughout. 

Pn rule suL- 78,000 
Bath Tab 01225 3ltf94 
Fax 484430 


Docklands 


■> «fc U Wed dctxlicd bsex* .<n 
uurtraN wJj r»n*ie ShetonJ 
oirdea' i^ltol l<d»n • beK ; tnnuv : 
taite. d-obnec sufci' luwn. pBHr. 

Idonlhaa^bBid 
Kivtslwft frendweie. p»*l osa&nai. 
incnOt Ivan, neeflem Ueiues as] 4>opt 

£145,000 

Tck 01856 850867 
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Let Us Search For You 
London's No. I Specialist 
Search Company 

Teh +44 171 838 1066 
Fax: +44 171 838 1077 

hU[r. ; 'tra'«.bosnesciirh ct-iA bom 

HomeSearch (London) Ltd 
KnicfiCs bridge. SWJ 


Docklands 


Eld. LGE ARCHTTECHTURAL 
space for creative couple. C200 
p/w 01444 *40850 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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FIRST TIME RELEASE 


High Style 
warehouse 
apartments ideal 
for The Gty and 
Canary Wharf 


Launches this weekend 

^ v: 8 1 ft & 9th MARCH 10am-6pm 



IBS 





Spacious studios and 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments, in the 
centre of Wapping ready secure 
car parking, porterage and for 
immediate occupation. 

Prices from 

£105,000 to £439,000 

arww.propertyfiDder.co.sk/cbiBDeycodrt 


SA 


0171 488 9586 
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Chimney 
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CAMBERWELL, SE5 
Delightful double rroalcd ooOafe in a 
mew^ Bloated at the Northern end of 
CsmberucU Grove. 

T>ptol "Tuc* Up T»o Down* 
oecooxvLjQon with a buthroom cdcosoo 
to the rear. 

Courtyard gaiden. Gas Ceniral Heatmg. 
New Roof. 

£12tMX» DV 


DLTLW1CH, SE22 
Ea Irene!) musnal two brfiootn bouse 
in mews devdopmesi. Vaulted crilmjs 
with -VeJm' lype windoas. Gas Ceniral 
Heating. Brijhi Decor 
Within 1 : Dale Ejm Dulwich HR SlAlwn. ' 
m.BOO Vh (no Wore o t freehold) ! 




PENTHOUSE CYCLOPS WHARF 
DOCKLANDS E14 

tnwrceiv* I5«> 101 BwataonXlli* 30dg^s«y 

7» T 1 1 5 « tbsw Broaon 23 B » 1 7 S n |entu*e Mm itK»e Bomcm 
? lASam i«£ aurtmni eserono wmieo nit lOniSaXiVtaq 
Brtwm3 ZD»*185«BrtTOoni3 t5*i«5S SW»rVnaP*rtliOusev»*i 
7 srciT, vi O r v m ind nacn. 2i r, mEuv? 4 

Lwwv I wlf i Inc »Wn i> j pod A gf ni wm 

E340JI00 LMMhokl C5^00 Snnrtcn Chary* 

0171 680 0222 
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SELL YOUR HOME 
FASTER 


U 


Bernhard Westrap sold his flat in just over 1 
week and slashed his bill by over £2000 after 
registering his property with a company called 
Link-Up Properties Nationwide. 

The company has another 44,000 customers 
who are hoping to buy or sell. 

Each customer pays £85 up front and they 
guarantee to drop all commission charges of 
up to £500 is they haven’t agreed a sale within 
the first eight weeks. 

Antiques dealer Bernard Westrap has lived 
at the property for 8 years and has been 
trying to sell his property for over 12 months 
through his local estate agent with no success. 

“The Local estate agent only sent a handful 
of people to view but nobody was interested 
in buying my property, after over 12 months 
we didn’t think they were worth their high 
fees for what seemed little work. 

Compared to the. local Estate Agents 
Link-Up Properties were offering a very 
good deal." 

They individually match the property every 
day to their extensive database : of applicants - 
including cash buyers, employees relocating, 
UK and overseas investors, properly 
developers, plus individuals retiring or seeking 
holiday homes, who are looking to Buy or 
Exchange throughout the United Kingdom. 

They place an advert for the property in a 
national newspaper, they have their own 
property publication which is sent out to 
buyers daily and every property is circulated 
worldwide on the Internet. . . 

changes . 

If someone agrees to buy your property 
within the eight week time limit the company 
charges £250 for homes worth up to £100,000. 

If your home sells for more than that you 
pay £500. : 




01444 4 


By Andre h- Cohen . 

Bernard said: “Things happened very 
quickly for me. By the end of the first week 
we had already been offered the full asking 
price from a buyer in a position to proceed 
which we accepted.” . 

' ‘‘l contacted my solicitor and then Link-Up 

took it over the same as any normal estate 
agent would.” < 

Because the sale was agreed before iheir 
eight weeks were up Bernard paid Link-Up 
the £250. commission which, added tq the 
registration fee, made a total of £535. An 
estate agent would normally charge about two 
per cent of the sale price. 

Smooth 

Bernard said “The service is well worth the 
money. Everything has gone so smoothly 1 
can’t believe that after waiting over twelve 
months .with, our local agent that Link-Up 
sold my property in just over l week* I have 
been recommending Link-Up to anyone I 
know who is wanting to seU." 

A Link-Up spokesman says: “Link-Up 
Properties are experiencing 'continued success 
with a totally original concept of- selling 
property. We bring' buyers and sellers' together 
without all. the usual timn wasting. 

■.We offer * free service for buyers a ad not 
only search for a home throughout the U K. 

. but can also offer free mortgage advice." 


To register for selling call FREE on 0600 022 0800 




VteB appointed <ar 
conditioned Iu*ury offices 
(23S0sqfl)wtth 
conference room focisty. 

Futy fitted with sscue 
; underground parking. 

1 Ideal far Company with 
12-14 staff AvaSabte an a 
min. 2 year lease. 
Furnished or unfurnished. 
Immediate occupation. 
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NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 
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IfyouhaveacompJalm aboutaniieniiDihisneirap^jer 
which concerns Inaccuracy, intrusion, harassment or •* - 
discrimination, write to the^ editor about it. 

If you're stiD dissatisfied you' can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, ' 
an independem organisation established touphoki 
an editorial Code of Practice fortbe Press: ; 

TCIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISI0P5 

I SALISBURY SQU^UE LONDON EC4Y8AE : V; 

TdejAene 0171 3531248 Facamik 0171 3538355 • 
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C an stock market investors 
iMm anything from the way 
that market speculators such 
as George Soros behave? On the 
face of.it, the answer has to be no. 
Investment and speculation, so 
conventional wisdom has it, are two 
distinct arts. 

One is about -the patient accu- 
initiation of wealth through careful 
selection of shares for the medium 
and longer term. .Speculation, by 
contrast, is all about trading short- 
term possibilities, where what mat- 
ters more than the intrinsic value 
of a share is its trading momentum 
and the stale of market sentiment. 

The . game; a£ Keynes said, is 
about hying to guess what the rest 
of fhe.players have - not what you 
have yourself. , 

But don’t be fooled into thinking 
that the distinction is quite as dear- ■ 
cut as all that. VfcaorNiederhoffer, 
one of New York's best-known 
market traders, who has worked! 
with Mr. Soros ^for many years, 
wants, us to know that investment, - 
speculation and even gambling are ; 
all in feet “first cousins’*.- • • - - 



Jonathan Davis 


Stock markets 
are casinos - 
but unwary 
gamblers may 
still win out 


- He quotes Ernest Gasset' the 
turn-of-th e-century City, financier 
who befriended Edward VXD and" 
became a pillar of the financial 
Establishment: “When I was 
young,” recalled. Cassel, “people 
called me a gambler. As the scale 
of my operations increased, I 
became known as a speculator. 
Nqvy l am called a banker. But 1: 
have been doing the same thing all 
Thy-lSe.” - . : - " . . ■ 

■Mr NrederhoSer, like many New 
Yoric traders; is a poor bey from the • 
Bronx who has made good, and 


now wants to tell us how it was 
done. His thesis, bom of 40-odd 
years of experience, is that investors 
can profitably learn from any walk 
of life where people make their liv- 
ings out of staking money on risk 
and reward. 

■ That means studying what hap- 
pens at the race track and in the 
casino as much as poring over the 
financial pages of the newspapers. 
His book. Education of A Specula- 
tor , has already sold 100,000 copies 
in the United States, which suggests 
he may be on to something. 


It is a strange and diverting mix- 
ture, half autobiography, half eso- 
teric trading lore, thrown together 
in a way which suggests that Mr 
Niederhoffer's mind, like the uni- 
verse, and the stock market itself, 
is in a permanent state of Brown- 
ian motion. 

But although it may sound fanci- 
ful at first sight, what he has lo say 
about horse-racing and the casinos 
is perfectly pertinent to the stock 
market. 

As many professional investors 
will tell you. the mental discipline 
required to back horses and to 
trade in financial markets is very 
similar. It is all about managing 
money and making the right trade- 
offs between risk and reward. 

Mr Niederhoffer is at pains to 
emphasise the great importance of 
understanding the house “take” in 
any field of money-making. As 
even the most innumerate "adult 
tends to know, the relentless “edge" 
that a casino has at roulette from 
paying out at 3b to 1 on wh3t is a 
37-1 bet will eventually grind even 
the wealthiest punter down. 


In horse-racing, something like 
20 per cent of ihe money ibai the 
punter wagers is eaten up in the 
various “takes" - tax, the bookies' 
margin, and >o on. Over time, it 
means that the racegoer has to 
make 2ft per cent on his money just 
to cover the various hidden costs. 

What does this all mean for the 
stock market investor? Well, as 
Mr Niederhoffer points out. there 
is a “take" in the stock market too. 
It comes in several forms. Some are 
visible, like the commission you 
have to pay a broker to buy and sell 
shares, or the upfront fee charged 
by a unit trust group. 

Others, like the bid/offer spread, 
the difference between the price at 
which you can buy and sell a share 
or unit trust, are less immediately 
apparent, but just as important 
over the long term. 

Then there is the Government, 
which wants its pound of flesh in 
the form of income and capital 
gains tax. 

Add it altogether and it can have 
a significant bearing on your invest- 
ment returns. The great beauty of 


the stock market, however, is that 
it is one of the few forms of money- 
making where the long-run return 
you stand to make - say 7-# per cent 
after inflation - is sufficiently large 
to exceed the “take" you have to 
pay to take pan. 

That is one reason why equity 
investment is a suitable place for 
pension funds and widows and 
orphans to put their money. 
Although Keynes likened it to a 
casino, the stock market is one 
casino where gambler’s ruin does 
not necessarily await the unwary. 

But note the word necessarily. If 
you buy and sell shares too actively, 
and do so unintelligently. it is 
perfectly possible for the “take” to 
erode most of the returns you 
make, just as it does at the race 
track. This is where Mr Nieder- 
hoffer's tales from the racetrack 
and the card table arc worth 
noting. 

The most successful punters are 
those who only bet where they 
have a clear “edge": they make 
most of their money by betting 
against the most popular runners. 


They are also shrewd enough to 
know thai any simple belling 
strategy will only work for so long. 
Patterns always run in cycles, and 
there is no single Rosetta Slone 
which holds the key to long-run 
success. 

And so. although you may not 
need to read The Secrets of Pntfcs- 
s'umal Turf Bating by Robert L 
Bacon to find out tas Mr Nieder- 
hoffer suggests). it is with the stock 
market. 

The morals for ordinary 
investors are clear. Don't trade 
too actively: it only enriches the 
brokers and the market-makers. 

Don't follow the crowd too slav- 
ishly into popular stocks: they will 
never be long-run winners. 

Don't fall for simple rule-of- 
thumb investment adages: a strat- 
egy based on picking Ihe highest 
yielding shares will work well for a 
while, but not for ever. 

Look to put your money into 
arca> where you believe you have 
some “edge", and allow time and 
compound iniercst to do the rest 
for you. 
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Can gold be mined for profits? 


Gold price index 


Inda, aid December 1 993= 100 


Prices have 
been bubbling 
up recently. 
Rachel Fixsen 
considers the 
latest rush 


© 



N o matter how splendidly 
equity markets may 
perfoim, even the most 
unsentimental investor will 
always find something alluring 
in the precious gleam of yellow 
metal - gold. 

As if to encourage the 
cupidity of investors in this, the 
sexiest of metals, gold markets 
have been bubbling away in 
recent weeks, while bullion 
prices have heated up. . 

Gold reached £360 (£225) a 
troy ounce at the end of last 
week, up fiom $337 a fortnight 
before, as buyers stopped 
worrying European central 
banks would offload their vast 
gold stocks on to the market 
Small investors might now . 
he tempted into the action by , 
buying the yellow mctaL But 
you could, bum your fingers by 
dipping in - unless you really 
pick your moment. 

“It’s better [at this price] 
9 than above $400... but when- 
ever small investors move in, 
it’s too late and the smart 
money’s already thinking of an 
exit route.-’ warns Andy Smith, 
precious metals analyst at 
UBS, the Swiss banking group. 

Nigel Tooley, director of 
the bullion department at auc- 
tioneers Spink, says: “It’s a 
question of getting in when the 
price is low and getting out 
when it’s high.” You could 
have made a reasonable profit 
by buying gold a few weeks ago . 
when jt was £208 an ounce and 
selling it now at £223, he adds. 

If you hope to join a gold 
rush, consider shares of gold 
mining companies Ashanti; 
Kinrass.or Driefonteio. Their . 
performance often exagger- 
ates movements in goldprices. 

If you believe gold will rise., 
a investing in gold shares would , 
give you three times, the result 
-either way. 

q Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment’s Gold & General fund 
and Save & Prosper^ Gold & 
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Exploration funds are two 
high-risk unit trusts investing 
in gold shares. 

People ."buy gold unit trust 
investments for several reasons. 
Save & Prosper’® investment 
director, Michael Ash bridge, 
says: “Gold has .a fascination 
with certain investors ... it 
always has a very speculative 
feet" But he adds that mining 
finns are increasingly able to 
get gold out of the ground 
more cheaply, ’while- hitherto 
unknown gold deposits in 
Eastern Europe are becoming 
accessible.. 

Gold-based funds did badly 
in the past 12 months, with a 
£1,000 investment having 
shrunk to £705.21 in Mercury’s 
fund and to £86L61iri Save & 
Prosper 7 ®. But over five years 
the same investment has made 


healthy gains, -standing at 
3,086.85 


£3,086.85 and ■ £2321.47 
respectively, .according to 
Money Facts data. 

Gold has traditionally been 
seen as a lasting store of value 
- an asset to bold when others 
are depreciating. But few of 
the old reasons for investing in 
it still apply. Economists 


believe high inflation wtU be a 
thing of the past for Western 
economies as European Mon- 
etary Union approaches. And 
with no exchange controls, the 
need to hedge against currency 
devaluation has diminished. 

Bears persist that European 
governments will sell central 
bank gold to raise money to 
meet criteria for monetary 
union. The Dutch central bank 
compounded these worries 
when it said in January rt had 
sold 300 tonnes of gold from 
its reserves. Andy Smith at 
UBS predicts that in a year’s 
time the gold price will have 
dropped, though in the next 
month or two it could bounce 
up towards $400. 

But prospects for gold are 
not aQ bad. Just before the 
1987 stock market crash gold 
prices rose. This year, warn- 
ings from Alan Greenspan, 
the bead of the US Federal 
Reserve, that stock markets 
are overheated could spark a 
similar spell of interest 

Demand for gold jewellery 
reached record levels at the 
end of last year, according to 
the World Gold Council. 


which monitors about 75 per 
cent of the gold marker. 

If you are looking for a good 
moment to buy, any December 
could be it. January is tradi- 
tionally a good time for phys- 
ical gold demand, with people 
buying jewellery for Chinese 
New Year, the Indian wedding 
season and Ramadan, says 
Rhona O’Connell, analyst at 
brokers T Ho are & Co. 

So these days gold is best as 
a hedge or for cashing m on a 
short-term bounce in the 
market price. Long-term it is 
as useless as stashing money 
under your mattress. 

Apart from short-term fluc- 
tuations, the price has stag- 
nated over the past 10 years. 
Gold peaked at $850 an ounce 
in 1980, but since then it has 
cowered beneath $500. How- 
ever, as our table shows, the 
dollar gold price index is dis- 
tinct from local currency 
prices, which may be higher 
because of local demand 

If you decide to buy physi- 
cal gold, the path is strewn 
with obstacles. If you buy gold 
bars, you have to pay VAT on 
them. And keeping gold in a 


deposit could cosLyou around 
1 percent of its value annually. 

You can avoid paying VAT 
either by holding gold off- 
shore, or buying krugerrands 
or sovereigns which are con- 
sidered second hand and 
therefore not liable for VAT. 
Spink sells one-ounce Kruger- 
rands at about £10 over the 
market price (0171-930 7888). 

Platinum can be a better 
short-term investment than 
gold “When prices go up. 
platinum moves much faster 
and further than gold," says 
Jeremy Coombes, "marketing 
manager at bullion company 
Johnson Matthey. The plat- 
inum market is much smaller, 
with world production only a 
tenth that of gold. 

Johnson Matthey (0171-269 
8000) offers investors bars of 
platinum in various sizes. For 
example, you could buy a 10 
gramme bar for around £100. 
Most customers leave then- 
bars in store in Switzerland to 
avoid paying VAT. 

Gold is good for a flutter or 
to diversify large portfolios. 
But look elsewhere for an 
investment that really gleams. 



25% invested 

internationally 

75% invested in the UK 


Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month 


Lump sum investments 
from £1000 




.9% (local eatl rates), quoting the reference below, between 
in block capitals and return It (no stamp required) 10 :- 
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Data that you provide nay be used try 
Norwich Union group companies, your 
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regarding your Future insurance and 
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PENSIONS 



MADE SIMPLE 



24 hours a dav 7 daws a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


or talk to vour Independent Hnaneial Adviser 
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1' Seomsfc Widows mav bc recorded. Information or advice will only be provided on Scottish Widows product. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal investment AmLmix. 
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Getting a profit on the table 


The value of antique furniture is rising again. By John Windsor 


Y ou could be sitting on a 

good investment if you 

buy antique furniture 
now. After stagnating for years, 
it has jumped in value by 14 per 
cent over the past year, out- 
performing both the equity 
and housing markets. Next 
week there will be furniture 
buying opportunities at the 
British Antique Dealers Asso- 
ciation {Bada) fair in London, 
and at auctions that include a 
dining room sale at Bonhams. 

The value of antique furni- 
ture will continue to rise at 8 
per cent a year, according to 
John Andrews, who calculated 
the 29th annual furniture price 
index for the Antique Collec- 
tors Club. 

The spurt in prices has been 
caused by the upturn in the 
housing market. Mr Andrews 
says: “We thought the wild 
fluctuations of the Eighties 
were over - but here we go 


noain . 

Mahogany dining tables of 
the Regcnev, William IV and 
early Victorian periods are 


making the running in price, he 
reports- One that cost £500- 
•£600 less than a decade ago 
would now cost £2,000-£3,000. 
The cheapest is not necessarily 
the best investment He advises: 
“Buy the best you can afford - 
£3,000-£5,000 will buy a dining 
table with sustainable value." 

You do not need the eye of 
a connoisseur to spot finely 
crafted antique tables. The 
most visible clue is the “reed- 
ing” - the parallel fluted 
chamfers that decorate table 
and chair legs and the edges of 
tables. It is smooth if machine 
made but there will be rough 
cuts on comers if a v-shaped 
chisel blade has been used. 

Grime - or. more politely, 
patina - indicates age and is 
worth money. The wood 
should have rich "figuring" - 
the pattern made by the grain 
- and rich colour. It should not 
have been re-polished. 

When buying tables, look for 
good weight - a generous 
plank of mahogany for the 
top, a sturdy block at the top 


of the pillar and stout bearers 
on the underside of the top. 
The casting of brass daw-feet 
should be detailed, not 
botched. Avoid mended chairs. 

At Bonhams' dining room 
sale on Tuesday, furniture spe- 
cialist David Higgs has raised 
pre-sale estimates by about 
25 per cent compared with last 
year-but there is still enough 
demand to push prices higher. 

Breakfast tables - more suit- 
able for smaller dinner parties 
and. oddly enough, originally 
known as supper tables - are 
being fought over. Chairs are 
scarcer than tables, especially 
“longer” sets of over six. In the 
same sale is a set of six early 
Victorian dining chairs with 
curved “ tablet" horizontal top 
rails: estimate £l,000-£ 1,500. 

Estimates for tables in the 
sale are typically £1,200-£1,800. 
At Christie's South Kensing- 
ton's furniture sale next week, 
estimates for Victorian extend- 
ible tables are in the £1,500- 
£2300 range and sets of six late 
Victorian chairs from £800. 


Early mahogany has survived 
the recession rather welt the 
Antique Collectors Club index 
shows a peak index of 3,265 in 
1989, dropping to a low of 
2329 last year, it is now 2,976. 

Stewart Whittington, of the 
furniture dealers Norman 
Adams, an exhibitor at the 
Bada fair, emphasises the stay- 
ing power of the market “Fur- 
niture is the last thing people 
sell,” he says. “You're really bust 
when you sell your furniture." 


Bada . Antiques Fair, The Duke 
of York's Headquarters, Chel- 
tenham Terrace, London SW3, 
12- IS March, entry £10 (0171- 
589 6108): Bonhams Knigfas- 
bridge dining room sale, Tues- 
day, 2pm ( 0171-393 3900): 
Bonhams weekly sales: Lots 
Road, Chelsea, alternately 
Wednesdays. 1pm and Tues- 
days. noon ( 0171-393 3937): 
Christie’s South Kensington 
weekly sales, Wednesdays, 
10.30am (0171-581 7611); Lois 
Road Galleries weekly sale, 
Mondays, 6pm (0171-351 7771) 
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Sitting pretty: at Peter Lipitch’s shop in Fulham Road, west London - a Regency mahoganypJUarteWe priced 
£32,500 that wifi not be going to the Bada fair. Tables this size, lift long, are too big for the stands 


The Index-Tracking PEP 


WHAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL'S 


UK INDEX TRACKING PEP 


THE BEST VALUE PEP 


OF ITS KIND ON THE MARKET? 


A glance at the table will show that 
- since its launch just over one year 
ago - the Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors unbeatable value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it removes 
the risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, £6,000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
at launch would now be worth £7,696* 
compared to just £7,111 in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. And there’s 
still time to invest this financial year. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 



( also costs the least) 


UNBEATABLE COSTS... 


At just 0.5% p.a., you won’t find a 
cheaper PEP anywhere else. And there 
are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees to pay. 
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To find out more about the UK’s best 


> -- * 


value PEP, call now, or return the 


Find out more now - Phone free 


coupon opposite. 


FREEPHONE 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF:A4DJ17 


Alternatively, you can contact us at 
http://www.legal-and-general.co.uk 


For your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 


Usurer: LCIM. an jji otter to but twfc* tured on >11 PEP rbujpi with 
gn»» income rein rested from OMl.’W i since bunch nc< l”l)2.9 T Past 
performance 1 > not nrcm-arily a guide 10 future perfumunce tiuib 
capital and income values may gw down a> well m up and mu nury 
not get hick the amount Invested Tax awiraptuw. arc those 
currently applicable and arc xuhjcct to statutory change. The value 
of ux relief trill depend on vuur individual circumstances All 
tompariauns cost apply to PETS investing wholly in Gnli Trusts Full 
written del rib arc available un request. All statements are correct as 
31 OLOL97. legal & General (Direct) Limited Registered in England 
No. 2702080. Registered Office- Temple Court. II Queen Vktoria 
Stiver. London ECtiV -»TR Rcpteatcnutlivc only oi the Legal & General 
marketing group, members of which are regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and IMRO for the purposes of recommending, 
advising on and selling life assurance and investment products 
hearing Legal & General's name. 


Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 1YW 
Please send me full written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP. 


Surname (Mr/ Mrs/M iss/Ms) 


Forenames 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of birth / 


Tel. No: Home 


Tel. No: Work 


| If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □. 
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Paying tax to 
fund decent 


Nic Cicutfi 


pensions is a 
burden we 
should bear 


It was John Major who 
described the Government’s 
new proposals to privatise 
die basic state pension as 
“not an election-winner”. 
Loath as I am to agree with 
the Prime Minister, I suspect 
he is right on this one. 

When the current genera- 
tion of taxpayers realise what 
they may be required to pay 
in return for a series of guess- 
timated savings in 45 years' 
time, they may find even less 
reason to vote Conservative 
than they might have. 

There is no question that 
state pensions need reform- 
ing. For more than 15 years, 
the dream of an adequate ' 
state-funded retirement has 
been whittled away. . 

In 1980, it was possible to 
dream of a pension that 
might equal 45 per cent of 
average earnings. Today, state 
retirement payouts will barely 
make 25 per cent for a small 
minority, and this will tumble 
over the next 30 years. 

So, we need to reform the 
system. But privatisation? 

Peter Lilley, the Social 
Security Minister, paints a 
sunny picture 50 years hence, 
when today's teenagers can 
retire on pensions worth 


£175 a week. Most of this 
will be paid for by minor but 
continuing improvements in 
economic growth over the 
same period. 

What happens if that eco- 
nomic growth is not forth- 
coming and we face a repeat 
of the recessions in the 1970s 
and 1980s? Could any govern- 
ment guarantee it can pay £9 
a week into young people's 
personal pensions? And what 
if investment performance 
does not match expectations: 
who funds the guaranteed 
minim um pension? Actually, 
we wilL In fact, we will be 
paying up to £7bn a year 
extra untih the hoped-for ; 
benefits kick in in 2 040. 

So. what is the answer? 
Ultimately, I believe there is 
no alternative but to accept 
that one of our society's 
obligations is to pay its 
elderly population enough for 
them not to live in penury. 
Such an obligation may mean 
higher taxes for some people. 
But it is better than retying 
on market vagaries. 

Young people need a vision 
of a decent society they can 
contribute to. Knowing they 
will be cared for when they 
are old is part of that vision. 


Aii Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 
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■ suppose we should not' be 
too surprised that the 
largest company quoted 
on the London Stock. 
Exchange in terms of market 
capitalisation is now a bank. 
HSBC assumed top spot this 
year as the shares ploughed 
ahead reflecting sharply 
higher profits - helped by a 

strong performance from its 

Midland Bank subsidiary. Of. 
course, there are those who 
point to the fact that HSBC 
is not really a British bank at 
all. It isThe Bank in Hong 
Kong. -But it is probably the 
truest global playerin the 
financial. community that can 
claimto be a British company. 

It is remarkable bow the 
banking sector has assumed 
such a significant presence in 



stock market terms. Already 
the value of bank shares - 
quoted nr London accounts 
for more than 10 per cent of 
the value of all shares feted; 
Soon this will increase still 
further, with the demutuali- 
sation of Halifax, Woolwich, 
Allian ce fe Leicester and 
North ern Bock. • 


Shares in 
the financial 
sector are 
very bankable 
assets at the 
moment 


The result season just 
ended suggests the banks are 
hawing a pretty good time of 
it Cynics, particularly those 
with long memories, will be . 
concerted That the cyclical 
nature of these businesses 
has not ended. This may turn 
out to be tobe Jess important 
First of- ad there are the 


technological developments 
within banks. Staff are van- 
ishing fast in this industry. 

Then there is the broaden- 
ing of the range of financial 
services offered by banks. 
This lessens the dependence 
upon the strength of the 
economy and the level of 
interest rates in terms of 
determining profits. While 
retailers in particular look 
like getting in on the bank- 
ing act, they are still obliged 
to buy in a lot of expertise 
from established players. 

Is it too late to fill your 
boots with bank shares? 

Well, at 10 per cent plus of 
the market, no self-respect- 
ing portfolio should be with- 
out one. The introduction of 
all these new players may 


even push shares still higher. 

Simon Knott, our own 
banking guru on the invest- 
ment management side, fan- 
cies Abbey National and 
Bank of Scotland Abbey 
National has been pushing 
hard into associated financial 
services and is far more com- 
mitted to the retail sector, 
rather than the more volatile 
- in profit terms - commercial 
sector. Bank of Scotland has 
delivered an impressive prof- 
its and price performance. It 
could fall prey to a predator, 
perhaps from overseas and 
the recent wobble in its share 
price, due to problems in 
Australia, has presented a 
good buying opportunity. 

Our own institutional team 
(using just a little poetic 


licence) agree - and add to 
the list Lloyds TSB, where 
benefits from the integration 
aDd rationalisation of the two 
core businesses should allow 
further profit enhanceraenL 
Indeed, only Nat West seems 
out of favour - amazing what 
a careless trader can do. 

One thing is sadly lacking 
among bank shares though: 
issuing shareholder perks. 
Perhaps a cheaper overdraft 
or lower bank charges might 
prove a further incentive. 
Meantime, the UK’s largest 
index classification is a must 
for all serious investors. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the 
investment strategy’ committee 
at Greig Middleton & Co 
(0171-392 4000) 


Realising capital without being taxed 

Share payouts can herald the taxman’s advent 


NAME: David and Yvonne 
Richards 

DATES OF BERTH: 7-6-1966 
and 2-9-1963 respectively 
OCCUPATIONS: Manager/ 
housewife 

BACKGROUND: David and 
Yvonne live near Cambridge 
and have two young children, 
Lauren, aged four, and 
William, who will be one in 
May. David earns £33,500 and 
has a company pension scheme 
through bis employer, which 
also provides death in service 
and a widows benefit. 

Using the Save As You Earn 
share option scheme at his 
workplace. David has built up 
quite a substantial nest egg, 
the first tranche of which can 
be exercised this September. 
However, there are tax im- 
plications to share option 
schemes and the two other 
schemes be has cannot be exer- 
cised for a few years. Yvonne 
works one day a week, which 
brings in a small salary to help 
with general living expenses. 

They have moved house a 
number of times and are in the 
throes of completing their lat- 
est move. They have a large 
mortgage of approximately 
£100,000. They have very little 
money in the building society 
and David hasa personal acci- 
dent policy. 

THE PROBLEM: David and 
Yvonne want to reduce ^ -their 
mortgage because they feel 
rather exposed with their high 
lev?] of debt at the moment 
They also want to ensure they 
are making the most of their 
pension arrangements and are 

looking to bufid up a sum in the 

building society and to start a 


with Lauren’s and William's 
education at university. They 
have both made wills, 

THE ADVISER: Tim Ctockeiill, 
investment director of White- 
church Securities, a firm of 


independent financial advisers, 
based in Bristol. 

THE ADVICE: The key to 
achieving David’s and 
Yvonne’s objectives is through 
reducing their mortgage. As 
they have no spare money in 
the building society their only 
route to do this is through the 
share option scheme. 

In September when the first 
tranche of David’s share 
options becomes available 
they will have in the order of 
£34,000, but if they were to 
realise all of that money they 
would face a capital gains tax 
biU of approximately £5,000, 

In order to minimise their 
liability to tax David should 
look to gift to Yvonne the 
maximum number of shares 
possible at the time die scheme 
is exercised to enable her to 
use her capita] gains exemp- 
tion, which will be £6JtOQ. 

David can obviously use his 
exemption in the same way. In 
addition, he can transfer 
£3,000 from the share option 
sche me into a single-company 
PEP and that would then allow 
him to raise, money free of 
taxation. As a rough estimate 
(because of fluctuating share 
prices) they will have approx- 
imate^ £204X10 that they could 
use to reduce their mortgage. 

In reducing their mortgage 
they would then reduce then: 
monthfy payments by some- 
thing in’ the order of £120. 
However, my recommenda- 
tion would be to reduce the 
mortgage by £16000 and retain 
the.balance of £4,000 in their 
bufldhig society to act: as a 
buffer, against' unforeseen 
expenses. This would still 
reduce their monthly payments 
by about £100. 

Theahezsative is to use aQ of 
the money to reduce the mort- 
gage- As Yvonne and Richard 
no doubt realise, these figures 
can be jt^ed several ways. 

Their building society ac- 


count is with Woolwich and 
they will benefit from free 
shares which in turn could be 
sold and the money held in the 
building society account. 

However, there is a tax impli- 
cation and transferring these 
into a general PEP should be 
considered. This buffer is veiy 
important because if they need 
any money at short notice they 
could sell the shares without 
capital gains tax liabilities. They 
have42 daysfitwn receipt of the 
shares to do this. - 

Having reduced their out- 
goings they could then use the 
additional money in a number 
of alternative areas. David 
needs to ascertain how much 
additional contribution he can 
make to his pension fund and 
while I would not recommend 
a commitment to further fund- 
ing of his pension scheme at 
this stage, because finances are 
pushed to the limit, it is impor- 
tant to know exactly where you 
stand. Yvonne is only earning 
£2^30 per annum, and again I 
would not recommend a pen- 
sion contribution at this stage. 

They should consider a fur- 
ther £100,000 of life cover as 
Yvonne does not have any 
and becauseof their mortgage. 

Finally, any spare money 
they have at the end of the 
month coul d be p ut into a reg- 
ular saving a v^^ 

this being'a longterm invest- 
ment for the khkntianof their 
children. The PEP is tax free 
and it is flexible in that you can 
increase,.decrease or stop con- 
tributions and start them with- 
out penalty. They are obvi- 
ously longer-term investments 
but well worth considering. 

If you would like a freeftnan- 
cial makeover, write to Nic 
Cicutd, Financial Adiice Offer, 
The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL. Please give a few 
details of your financial needs 
and a telephone number 



Investment for the future: the Richards family 


PHOTOGRAPH: KEITH DOBNEY 


13.8%* p.a. 
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TAX-FREE GROWTH OVER 




SIX STRAIGHT YEARS. 


' The Woolwich UK Stockmarfcet 
Fund PEP.has delivered, on average, 
an outstanding 13-8% growth every 
slngte'-yeat since It was launched In 
Jami8iy : i99l!*. 

So K- you. had invested then, you 
would bow -have more than doubled 
your money. Without paying e penny Si-tax on your profits. . 

- i What's more, if you take out a VtooWch 'UK SfeckmarReL 
fUnd PEPnow. you - can benefit 6m a spatial. 1% discount V . 

"" The friendly advisers at aiy. y^wfch wfU behwOT 

togjveyou further details. Aftenia^vef^ Send off dw coupon- 
today wcaflua free far an Wbhnatksn pa&dn08Q022 22 00 
quoting reference ISF8/3: For your security, telephone 
conver sa t i ons may be recorded. 
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Partridge Muir & Warren 


Now you can guarantee yourself monthly payments until 
the year 2001 with The Gold Chip® Constant High Income 
Plan from Partridge Muir& Warren. 

in association with 11115 brilliantly simple plan uses an 

D annuity from Norwich Union to pay a 
very healthy monthly payment of 8.0% 
nukwkh p a. net* of income tax for lower and 
uwow basic rate taxpayers. Higher rate 
taxpayers will haw to pay further income tax which will 
reduce their annual return. These annuity payments are part 
interest and part capital. 

Meanwhile shares in Investment Trusts, selected by PMW. 
aim not only to return your capital but offer the prospect 
of increasing it to produce a surplus, however the value 
of stock market investments can go down as well as up 
and you foay not get back the full amount invested. 

The return quoted is correct at the time of going to press 
and assumes a full return of capital. Levels and bases of tax 
could change. 

Post the coupon or telephone 
Partridge Muir & Warren 
on Freephone 


o»°° 132 5 ^s> 


Mease send me fufl detrife. iht Gotl Drip*' GotMim Kif^i Income Phfl 


-Postcode 


-tarrfhinh- 
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Up to 7.35!<fe guaranteed 


£ 2,500 Minimum investment 


1 OR 2 YEAR TERM 


The Fixed Options Bond 




NATIONAL 


0800 

100 801 

(QUOTING REFERENCE A474R/1 3) 

Or call into your 

LOCAL BRANCH 


- 127 


7 35% p.a: jrroas payable on Investment of £200.000 + invested for 2 years. Line# are open Monday to Friday 9am to Spin and Saturday 9am to 1pm. Ta assist us 
in improving our service we may record or monitor all cails.This offer may be withdrawn at any time. No additional deposits are allowed. No withdrawals or closure are 
permitted on the Fixed Options' Bond 4th Edition In year I .The Bond will mature on the first day or the following month cither i or 2 years after opening (depending on 
the investment term chosen at outsell. You mm be able to register with us to receive interest gross; otherwise it will he paid net of income tax at the prescribed rate. Sue 
leaflet for full conditions. Abbev National and the Umbrella Couple symbol are trademarks of Abbey National pic, Abhev House, Baker Street. London Ntt’l 6XL. 
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Changes that will affect us all 

Nic Cicutti on plans to reform the state pension system 


Why is the Government 
reforming the state pension 
system? 

The number of people of pen- 
sionable age will rise from 8.9 
million in 1991 ro 13-5 million 
by 2030. Meanwhile, there will 
be a falling proportion of peo- 
ple in work to support them. 


Bow are pensions affected? 
The state pension scheme, 
funded by National Insurance 
Contributions (NICs), is a Pay- 
As-You-Go system. We pay for 
those who are already retired. 
In turn, we hope our pensions 
will be met by future NICs. If 
fewer people are in work, it 
costs more to fund pensions. 
This either means higher taxes 
or smaller pensions. 


The original aim had been 
that the basic state pension 
plus Serps, which requires 20 
years’ earnings for a maxi- 
mum payout, would make up 
to 45 per cent of an average 
wage. When the maximum 
Serps becomes payable next 
year, 20 years after being intro- 
duced, it is likely that the max- 
imum state pension will be 
about 35 per cent of the aver- 
age wage. This will fall to 
about 20 per cent by 2020. 

The Government has 
encouraged people to opt out 
of Serps by paying generous 
“■rebates" either into company 
pension schemes or personal 
pensions. 


funded pension system, run by 
the private sector. The per- 
sonal pension would give a 
better payout at retirement, 
claims Mr Liiley. If a fund 
underperformed, the state 
guarantees a minimum pen- 
sion. Meanwhile, he hopes to 
cut the state's pension bill by 
£40bn to £10bn or so by 2040. 


Will I be affected? 

Probably not. People in their 
iate 20s would continue as 
now. Those affected are 
today's teenagers, who would 
come under the new regime in 
the next five vears. 


What is the Government 
doing? 

Over the past 15 years, the 
Government has cut the real 
value of state pensions. This 
has mainly been done by link- 
ing benefits to inflation rather 
than earnings, which rise 
faster. The change has been 
applied to the state pension 
and to the State Eamings- 
Related Pension scheme 
(Serps), introduced bv Labour 
in 1978. 


What is the latest change? 
Peter Liiley, Social Security 
Minister, is proposing to abol- 
ish Serps and pay a flat-rate 
rebate of 5 per cent of earnings 
into people's personal pen- 
sions instead. 

He also wants to scrap the 
basic state pension, now worth 
about £61 a week, replacing it 
with a guaranteed £9>a-week 
payment into a personal pen- 
sion while people are in work. 

The theory is that by doing 
so, we will move away from 
Pay-As-You-Go towards a pre- 


Is there anything wrong with 
the proposal? 

There could be. One must 
wonder whether anyone can 
guarantee to meet a promise 
to pay £9 a week forever into 
a youngster's pension plan. 

Second, Mr Liiley has said 
the scheme will pay for itself 
because payments into per- 
sonal pensions won’t receive 
tax relief as they do at present 
- although the pensions them- 
selves won’t be taxed, he 
promises. But minimum state 
pensions aren't taxed at the 
moment. And which cash- 
strapped Government could 


WITH SO MANY PEPS 


TO CHOOSE FROM. 


AREN’T YOU REALLY 


CONFUSED? 




PEPs. PEPs. And more PEPs. 

Where do you start? 

At the Woolwich, we are always looking for ways to help you make the 

most of your money. 

Our friendly advisers will happily 
discuss with you our three PEP options 
and which one most suits your needs. 
rfw Our Corporate Bond PEP offers 
you the best of both worlds, a low 
risk investment with a higher return 
than deposit-based savings, 
combined with an income option. The UK Stockmarket Fund PEP has 
excellent past performance - 103%* growth since launch. Whilst our 
International Managed Fund PEP is an ideal choice if you want a wider 
investment spread. 

Whichever you choose, all returns will, of course, be 
completely tax-free. 

So visit any Woolwich branch, and we’ll be happy to give you 
further details. Alternatively, send off the coupon today or call 
us free on 0800 22 22 OO quoting ref: IGP25/1. For your security, 
telephone conversations may be recorded. 
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resist a bite out of people’s , 
retirement income in 40 years’ 
time, when memories of 
today’s promises have faded? 


But If only young people are 
affected and I'm not, what: 
does it matter? 

The main impact for the rest 
of us wQJ be in the area of pub- 
lic finance. In other wonils - 1 
taxes. The DSS claims the cost ! 
of the changes will rise by 
£l60m a year, reaching £7bn 
by 2040. It hopes rhe extra bill | 
will be paid by better economic 
performance. But if something ! 
goes wrong, today’s taxpayers 
will end up paying for those 
already retired, for their own j 
retirement, plus the retire- 
ment of those younger than 
themselves. 
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Will these proposals ever see 
the light of day? 

Highly unlikely, unless a 
miracle puts John Major back 
into 10 Downing Street. Their 
main effect, however, has been 
to focus attention on the issue. 
■Labour's knee-jerk hostility to 
the plan is only the beginning 
of what should be a much 
more serious debate over the 
future funding of state 
pensions. 
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John Whiting assesses the benefits of company 
cars as eco-friendly policies tax drivers 

T his article is about between 2^00 and 18.000 even a high taxable benefit is pose is a couple of drinks 

transportation. No, not miles in a tax year, and by arguably worth it for the with your colleagues in th 
the relative merits of two thirds if it is over 18.000. liberation from the hassle, of Sydney office you may rui 


T his article is about 
transportation. No, not 
the relative merits of 
fleeing the country as a tax 
avoidance measure. Instead, 
we will look at the impact of 
tax on transport 
The Government has 
reminded us that if we prefer 
the comfort of a car to an 
overcrowded public trans- 
port system, our tax bills are 
going to increase. Car users 
are an acceptable target for 
Government tax increases - 
like smokers, we know we 
should-try harder to do with- 
out and accept paying a bit 
extra for the “pleasure*’. 

And yet the car remains a 
widely used employee bene- 
fit - so, with cash now fre- 
quently offered as an alter- 
native can you be sure that 
you’re getting your money’s 
worth out of a company car? 
And what other transport 
falls into the taxman's grasp? 

For those with a company 
car, the basic taxable benefit 
is calculated as 35 per cent 
of the list price of the car, 
including VAT plus the cost 
of any extras. This benefit 
figure is reduced by a third if 
the business mileage (which 
doesn’t include home to 
work travel, of course) is 


between 2^500 and 18.000 
miles in a tax year, and by 
two thirds if it is over 18.000. 
The resulting figure can then 
be reduced by another third 
if the car is more than four 
yearn old at the tax year-end. 

If your employer also pays 
for your private fuel there is 
a fixed fuel benefit depen- 
dent on the size of the 
engine - so it may be worth 
considering a nippy 1.4 litre 
car rather than a gas- 
guzzling 3 litre. This flat rate 
applies for any amount of 
private fuel received in the 
year - so check whether you 
should pay back the entire 
cost of any private fuel, par- 
ticularly if you do low 
mileage. On the other hand, 
a 40 per cent taxpayer with a 
big car only has to use more 
than £11-50 worth of private 
fuel per week in, the coming 
year to make it a benefit 
worth having. It is perhaps 
indicative of the Govern- 
ment's view on company c are 
that private fuel benefit saw 
a 125 per cent rise in the 
Budget. 

So is it worth having a. . 
company car or sbou/d you 
just take the cash alternative 
and hop on your bike? They 
still have their attractions - 


even a high taxable benefit is 
arguably worth it for the 
liberation from the hassle, of 
insurance, repairs and road 
tax. And while the fod tax 
benefit is increasing, it is still 
a valuable perk in the right 
circumstances. 

Those without a company 
car, but who use their own 
car for business travel can 
look to the Fixed Profit Car 
Scheme. This is an attempt 
to do away with the detailed 
claims for business mileage : 
in a private car. Any reim- ■ 
burseinent made to you will 
not be taxable as a benefit . 
providing it is within Inland . 
Revenue designated limits— 
as an example, 35p per mile 
for a 1500oc car. (The figures 
always get lower once you 
have d aimed for over 4,000 ; . 
miles in a year.) Nowadays, 
if your employer pays you 
less than these designated 
amounts for business 
mileage you can claim the 
difference as a deduction 
from your taxable income. 

What about other types of 
business travel? Most of it 
will be for business pur- - 
poses, with no benefit result- 
ing. But if your company 
pays for a flight to Australia 
and the only business pur- 


pose is a couple of drinks 
with your colleagues in the 
Sydney office you may run 
into tax problems as well as 
jet lag. • 

There are still those who 
take a break from the hectic 
corporate whirl to use trans- 
port for pleasure. Again the 
car is under attack from the 
taxman with rising petrol 
costs (up 14p per gallon in 
1997/98) and increases in 
vehide excise duty. 

Then there is the doubling 
of Air Passenger Duty from 
1 November - £10 within 
Europe and £20 outside - 
plus a rise in Insurance Pre- 
mium Thx to 4 per cent on 
sales of travel insurance. 

This can go ap to 175 per 
cent if the insurance is . ' 
bought with your travel 
package. 

A change of Government 
might bring added pressures, 
with higher car benefits 
taxes, more eco-friendly 
measures generally and tax 
on. the provision of car 
parking spaces by the office. 
Might we see chief execu- 
tives being chauffeured by 
tandem to their city offices? 


John Whiting is a tax partner 
at Price Waterhouse 
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Choosing the right sector 
is the secret to picking 
funds, writes Simon Read 


m 

i 


••'K 


I nvestment is not ah exact sa- 
ence' but. investors, can' reduce 
the odds to their benefit by pick- 
ing funds which are likely to meet 
their investment goals. There are 
more than 1,500 unit trusts to 
choose from, for instance, but the 
choke can he art by picking a fund 
sector. 

Funds are classified in 24 dif- 
ferent sectors, which are defined 
by the industry’s trade body, the 
Association of Unit Ihist and 
Investment Funds (Autif). Within 
some, sectors there may be just a 
handful of funds, while others 
consist of hundreds: - - 
All the funds In a sector have 
similar investment actrvftyorareas 
of operation -for example invest- 
ing in fixed-income stock or com- 
panies m the Far East. / 

The two most popular sectors - 
those attracting most investment 
- in recent months are UK Gfit 
and Fixed Interest, and UK 
Growth and Income while the 
two least popular are Japan and 
North America. Unsurprisingly, 
the most popular sectors tend to 
be better performers while the 
poor performers are the feast 
sought-after. There are wide vari- 
ations in the performance and 
potential investors would be wise 
to do a lot of homework before 
handing over their cash. • ; 

Tb illustrate this we can lock at , 
wo different fund managers wfakh 
each have lop-performing funds in 
the top-performing sectOr-UK 1 
Smaller Companies—and among 
the woret-perfoxm ing funds in the 


; worst .'performing sector- Japan." 

The Gartmore UK Smaller 
. Companies fond is the top per- 
former over one and three years 
according to HSW, a specialist firm 
of fund analysts, while Schroder’s 
Smaller Companies hind is third 
in its sector over one year. At the 
. other end of the scale Gartmore’s. 
Japan fund is 78th out of 90 in' its 
sector over one year, while the' 
Sciuoder Japanese Enterprise 
fund is 86th out of 90. 

So, why is there such adiffer-. 
ence between funds from, the same 
fond management houses? A lot 
is to domthmaiket and economic. 

. conditions, of course. The UK has 
been going through a period of 
recovery and small firms have 
benefited from that. 

Meanwhile Japan has been, 
going through very tough eco- 
nomic times. At the turn of the 
' decade the positions were almost- 
. exactly reversed. •. 

But to. understand -the differ- 
ences between the four fonds in 
the two difierentsectors, you need 
to look at their individual invest- 
ment objectives. Gartmore’s UK 
Smaller Companies fund “is 
designed to provide investors with 
above-average capital growth from 
- a portfolio of carefully selected 
shares of smaller companies 
quoted cm the- UK stock market 
The income yield is considered to 
be of lesser importance.” • 

Not snrprisingly, Schroder’s 
'Smaller Companies fond has . 
much the same stated objective: 
‘Tb achieve capital growth 
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Charing its tune: Japan has had a tough economic time but is recovering photograph: reuters 


through investment in UK smaller 
con^janies. The fund will invest in 
smaller companies with the 
prospat of above-average growth 
potential. Income is of secondary 
importance.” 

Compare that with the stated 
objective of the Schroder Japan- 
ese Enterprise fund: “Tb achieve 
capital growth through investment 
in Japanese companies. The fund 
will follow a highly active invest- 
ment policy with emphasis being 
placed on aggressive switching 
between sectors and a concen- 
trated approach to stock selection. 
The relatively small number of 
stocks held will be in established 
Japanese companies with a proven 
record which offer the prospect of 
above-average capital growth” 

There’s not much long-term 
investing going on there, clearly. 


But this is in response to a sluggish 
market where aggressiveness is 
practically the only way to make 
money. The Gartmore Japan fund 
adopts a similar approach: “The 
fond is designed to provide 
investors with long-term capital 
growth from an actively managed 
portfolio of investments in Japan. 
The income yield is considered to 
be of secondary importance and is 
likely to be minimal.'' 

The key words are “actively 
managed”. Looking a little closer 
at sectors can reveal much, and is 
a particularly useful way of find- 
ing a match for your own invest- 
ment strategy. Choosing sectors 
simply on the basis of historical 
information could be. a mistake, 
however. 

While the UK Smaller Compa- 
nies sector is currently a high-flyer. 


it hasn’t always been so, and his- 
tory is littered with investors 
whoVe lost almost everything 
backing the potential of small 
firms. Conversely while Japan is 
bottom of the pile now, it wasn’t 
always the case and there have 
been plenty of profits to be made 
in the country in the past. 

Now could be a good time to be 
thinking about getting into Japan, 
according to John Kelly, invest- 
ment director at Barclays Unicom, 
whose Japan fund is among the 
worst six performers of all funds 
over five years. “We are optimistic 
about Japan,” he says. “After a 
very extended period of adjust- 
ment, it is coming right. Japan had 
a period of excess growth and has 
to adjust to that The pace of 
recovery is very slow but things are 
gently getting better.” 


An investment 
you can trust in 

Ken Welsby charts the history 
behind managed funds 


N ext time you see a report 
about rail privatisation, 
remember that it was the 
fortunes made and lost in last 
century’s “railway mania” that led 
directly to the birth and growth of 
the fond management industry. 

Stock market speculation - 
mainly in railways, but also in what 
we would now call emerging mar- 
kets - reached fever pitch in the 
1840s and 1850s. And like most 
such bubbles, it duly burst, leaving 
investors ruined and angry. 

In response, a group of City 
financiers decided on a new and 
more responsible approach to 
investment, and in 1862 the For- 
eign & Colonial Government Trust 
was formed to invest in a portfolio 
of overseas government stock 
Foreign & Colonial is still very 
much in business today - as a fund 
management group which looks 
after £26.7bn of people's savings. 
.And as its chief executive, the Hon 
James Ogilvy, points out: “Many of 
the countries in which we invested 
more than 100 years ago are coun- 
tries in which we still invest today. 

Tn those days, of course, the 
investment was fixed-interest stock, 
rather than shares - but if you look 
at our portfolio from the 1880$ you 
can see countries such as Colom- 
bia, Egypt, Turkey and India - 
places which are now fashionable 
as emerging markets.” 

The hallmark of the early F&C 
Trust was diversification - reducing 
risk by spreading investment rather 
than concentrating on a few stocks 
- and that is still foe main reason 
to invest in managed funds today. 

The early fund management 
vehicles were mostly investment 
trusts. These are companies in 
which you invest by buying shares 
in foe same way as investing in any 
other kind of company. The only 
difference is that instead of making 
widgets, their sole business is 
investing in other businesses - and 
today their combined assets are 
worth more than £50bn. 

Then, in foe 1930s. along came 
the Municipal and General, an 
investment company which 
imported an American idea into 
Britain: the mutual fund. Or, as we 
know it on this side of the Atlantic, 
foe unit trust 


s 




The Newton Income PEP, 
Quite simply the No.1 
unit trust PEP since PEPs began. 

1997 mark* (he.: tenth anniversary ol 
PICl’s. Aral the top pi-rl'oraiin?. UK 
I’tPab!*' sit: it- :ri:M mi l- those ten years in 
a wide tu.: rein is the Newton Income PEP. 
Delivering :m unbeaten record of income 
and capita! jjrowt.'i, over the perioti it has: 

• Produced an average return of l9.Hu £ .j 
per year, heating its nearest competitor 
!>v more than 4'' b per year 

• Beaten the FTSE .4)1 Share Index by an 

, average of over j''o per vi-ar even al'ior 

all ehnri-.es 

• la fact , if you had in vested SI .000 in the 
Newton Income PEP in January 1987, 
i he value would now be to.SGfi - a total 
return of 4 S'fi'n-. Investors in a L'K 
higher rate •iavsnjjs account would only 
have achieved c : 1,7 2 S. 

6t'Pho iVcicfcn Income Fund's uniciue 
long-term truck record is derived from 
investing in thoroughly researched 
stocks. Long-term investors have 
been rewarded with this remarkable 
performance, which proves that in 
PEP investment as in most things. 
The best value is seldom provided by 
the cheapest offerings. 99 
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After a slow start, the idea took 
off in post-war years and now 
accounts for some £120bn in long- 
term savings. 

At the outset, Municipal and 
General bad just a few hundred 
investors. Today, known as M&G, 
its unit trusts arc owned by more 
than 800.000 people and its total 
funds are worth more than £15bn. 

Several of foe big names in fond 
management are now part of high 
street banking groups. 

Gartmore. one of the top five 
investment managers - savings and 
pensions worth £51bn - was 
acquired by NatWest last year. It 
now forms part of the bank' s 
“wealth management group” 
alongside NatWest life and 
Contis, foe private bank. 

Similarly, customers of Lloyds 
Bank who want to keep their long- 
term savings within foe group need 
look no further than Hill Samuel 
Asset Management. Since it sells 
mainly through independent finan- 
cial advisers, HSAM is less well 
known than some of its competi- 
tors, but its funds include foe Hill 
Samuel Emerging Companies unit 
trust, which has been the top-per- 
former over foe past five years. 

Some of foe most successful 
fund management businesses have 
been spin-offs from old-established 
City houses. Guinness Flight - 
which this week announced plans 
to merge its fund management 
business with that of Hambros - 
began as foe mutual fund arm of 
Guinness Mahon, a merchant bank 
with its roots dating back to 3836. 

- Although Guinness Flight is not 
in foe big league of fund managers 
- assets of “only” £2bn - it is highly 
regarded for its performance and 
innovation, thanks to a small, spe- 
cialist team led by foe two founders 
and joint managing directors, How- 
ard Flight and Timothy Guinness. 

In recent years fund managers' 
ranks have been joined by a num- 
ber of newcomers, of which foe 
best-known is undoubtedly Virgin. 
In just two years. Virgin Direct has 
attracted more than 100,000 cus- 
tomers and £500m into its managed 
PEPs, marketed on foe brand 
name, strong performance and low 
charges, which have set a new 
benchmark for the industry. 
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I Choosing the right savings plan can be a very fine 



Choosing the right savings plan can be a very fine 
art. So when you’re looking for a plan, it may 
well be worth vour while to look at the fund 
management house chosen by fund managers 
themselves. 

Abrrust has a range of seventeen investment 
trusts that are already the choice of fund managers 
of many financial institutions. They span general 
UK, Far Easrcrn, emerging market and single 
counrry crusts. Now available through the Abrrust 


Share Plan, they offer a wide choice for investors 
looking to diversify rheir holdings. 

You can invest in these trusts from as little 
as £25 per month. We make no initial charges 
and, if you invest lump suras of £250 and over, 
we offer daily dealing. To find out more about 
the investment trusts that fund managers 
choose, simply telephone our Brochureiine 
free on 0500 00 40 00, or return the coupon 
below. 
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ABTRUST INVESTMENT TRUSTS 
The fund managers 9 fund manager 
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t wealth of all ofour clients 


To: Ahirust Invesoncnr Trusts. FREEPOST 22 tSWlfnJJ. London WfF 7EZ. send me derail* of the Abtrust Inveami-nt Trust Share flan. 
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Splash out overseas 









A lmost 20 per cent of 
potential investors say 
the fear of an incoming 
Labour government is making 
them steer clear of personal 
equity plans { PEPs). according 
to research. 

Around 1,8 million people 
said thev were likelv to invest 
in a 1W97 PEP before the 
deadline, but a sizeable minor- 
ity remained worried by 
Labour, according to a pull 
carried out for Templeton 
Investment Management. 

Investors nervous about the 
election and its possible con- 
sequences could start investing 
overseas. That doesn't mean 
putting cash in dodgy tax shel- 
ters. but looking at the poten- 
tial of high returns by invest- 
ing in foreign markets. 

Admittedly, you need to be 
a little more adventurous in 
your investment outlook, but if 
you've already got a portfolio 
of a reasonable size then it 
makes sense to diversify 1 
abroad. Of the £6.000 which 
you can invest each year in a 
general PEP. up to £12500 can 


Simon Read 
reports on the 
best ways to 
invest abroad 


go into what are known as non- 
qualifying investments - those 
outside the European Union. 
This means the exciting world 
of global markets, from estab- 
lished countries such as Amer- 
ica and Japan to emerging 
areas such as Malaysia and 
Latin America, is available for 
investment opportunities. 

If you want to get the tax 
advantages of a PEP for your 
overseas investment, however, 
you must invest your £1,500 in 
countries with stock exchanges 
which are recognised by the 
Inland Revenue. This means 
that countries such as Brazil 
and Mexico are in. while Chile 
and China are out. 

If you're a reasonably novice 
investor, it may be much safer 
to stick to markets vou under- 


stand. These days it's easy to 
add some extra spice to your 
PEP portfolio by using your 
non-qualifying investments 
allowance. 

Several providers, includ- 
ing Fidelity, GT and Prolific, 
have set up package deals for 
you to get abroad easily. Of 
course, you don’t have to limit 
yourself to investing in funds 
within a PEP. The returns on 
an investment in an overseas 
unit trust could far outweigh 
the lost tax benefits of not 
being able to shelter your 
investment in a PEP. 

Picking an overseas market 
is a difficult choice. If you 
think political conditions in the 
UK are turbulent, look at 
Latin America. One of the 
world's traditional political hot 
spots, the continent is famed 
for dictatorships, revolutions 
and internal strife - and often 
the only financial certainly is 
that corruption is rife. 

It is a background which has 
seen rampaging inflation, most 
notably in Brazil where, in the 
past three decades, inflation 


has frequently been measured 
in hundreds or even thou- 
sands of percentage points. 

It is not an area for the ner- 
vous investor. On the other 
hand, you probably don’t want 
to miss out on the potential. 
An international growth fund 
could give you exposure in 
many different international 
markets. There are around 
200 international growth funds 
from which to choose. 

The top performers over 
five years are Prolific Tech- 
nology, Save & Prosper 
Growth, and Britannia Inter- 
national Special Opportuni- 
ties. Two of these funds are 
specialist funds which require 
a greater degree of confidence. 
But most fund managers will 
have a general fund investing 
in international growth. 

Of course, you could go 
closer to borne and just look 
at European opportunities. 
But it would seem to shame to 
make the move beyond these 
shores without exploring the 
wider world of investment 
opportunities. 
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Emerging market: Investors can now put their money to work In areas such as Malaysia 
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Act before 
4th April 



To take advantage of your Tax Free PEP 
allowance for this tax year you must act before 
4th April. 

• High Income - The M&G Corporate Bond PEP 
for an estimated 6-6%* immediate tax free 
income. 

• Growing Income - The M&G Managed Income 
PER 

• Capital Growth - The Managed Growth PER 

For details return the coupon or telephone 
0990 600 627. 



j^^To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of The M&G PEP 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL I 

You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing, m 
T he price of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you | 
of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change in the future. 


Mr/Mrs/ 

Miss/Ms 
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SURNAME 


ADDRESS 
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The M&G PER 


M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

Issued by M&G Financial Services Limited. 

(Regulated by The Personal Investment Authority.) 

M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities 
Limited. (Regulated by IMRO and The Personal 
Investment Authority.) 

We never make your name and address available to 
unconnected organisations. We will occasionally teH you 
about other products or services offered by ourselves 
and associated M&G Companies. 

Tick the box Q if you would prefer not to receive this 
information. 



Managing your money for the longer term 


• No initial charge 

• No withdrawal fee 
after 5 years 

“M&G says that it will accept 
bonus shares from building 
societies converting to 
banks into its General PEP... 
it’s possible that not ail PEP 
managers will accept shares 
into plans.” 

Investors Chronicle 
24th January 1997 

There is a spread between 
the buying and selling price. 

*The estimated redemption 
yield on The M&G Corporate 
Bond PEP was 6-6% as at 
28th February 1997. At that 
date the estimated gross 
distribution yield was 7-0%. 


it’s time for 
a PEP talk 
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These plans must be organised 
by 5 April, warns Neil Baker 


W ith the end of the tax 
year looming, time is 
ruming out for people 
who want to invest in a tax-f ree 
personal equity plan (PEP). 

Each year every adult is 
allowed to invest up to £9,000 
through a PEP, which means 
any money you make .comes 
free of income tax or capital 
gains tax. Up to. f6.000 can be 
put into a general PEP and the 
remaining £3,000 can be 
invested in a single-company 
PEP, which invests in the 
shares of just one company. 

If you don’t make use of 
your PEP allowance, you can’t 
carry it over into the following 
tax year. Also, you can’t put 
any more money in once the 
tax year has finished, although 
any income your PEP gener- 
ates cac he reinvested. 

The structure is flexible. All 
PEPs have to be organised by 
a plan manager approved by 
the Inland Revenue. With 
some PEPs that manager will 
make all the investment deci- 
sions while with others yon can 
phone the manager op and tell 
him or her which shares to buy 
and which, ones to sell. It 
depends on bow highly you 
rate your investment skills and 
how much time you have. 

With the most common type 
of plan the manager will put 
your money into one or more 
unit or investment trusts. 
These are collective vehicles 
which pool investors’ money to 
buy shares. 

Different unit trusts are 
managed to achieve different 
aims - they might go for good 
capital growth, high income, 
focus on small companies or 
just make sure they own all of 
the shares in the FTSE 100. 
Most PEP managers will be 
able toput your money into a 
few different types of fundi : 

Some trusts are designated 
as non-qualifying funds 
because they have more than 
50 per cent of their assets 
invested outside, the UK or 
European Union. They are 
popular with investors. who. 


think they can make gains 
from overseas share markets. 
You can put only £1,500 of 
your PEP allowance into these 
funds. The remaining £4,500 
can go into a regular qualify- 
ing fluid but the investment 
must be made by the same 
PEP plan manager. 

Other PEPs don’t invest in 
equities at alL So-called cor- 
porate-bond PEPs invest in 
debt certificates and prefer- 
ence shares issued by compa- 
nies. These are generally 
aimed at investors who want to 
generate income, not build up 
their capitaL Tracker-fund 
PEPs, such as the one recently 
offered by GA Life, will tty to 
mirror the performance of the 
FTSE 100 share index, or a 
combination of other indices, 
including the S&P 500 in the 
United States. 

If you want to make use of 
your allowance this year, your 
money must be paid over by 
. the end of the tax year on 5 
ApriL It is not enough to sim- 
ply agree to pay the money. 
Because this year 5 April is a 
Saturday, there is even less 
time available than normal. 

But investing in a PEPis a 
serious business which 
shouldn’tbe rushed into at the 
last minute, especially for first- 
time investors. The undoubted 
tax advantages of a PEP 
account for nothing it in the 
pre-election and pre-5 April 
panic, you in vest in thewrong 
fund, which then fells through 
the flo or. Th ere are a tot of dif- 
ferent PEPs available and all 
the options should be consid- 
. ered, including fond manage- 
ment charges. As a rule of 
thumb, more than 5-per cent 
initial charges, or annual man- 
agement fees higher than 1.5 
per cent, are too much. 

■The Independent has pro- 
duceda free guide to PEPs, The 
32-page guide, , sponsored by 
G A Ufe^ a leading life insurer, 
is avaiidble by .coding 0500 
125888 ar by fitting in the 
couponbekw. Copies will take 
abordlOdaysttiomre. 


VTEIE INDEPENDENT 

Free guide to PEPs 


■ A 32 page guide teHing you everything you need to K 
m • • know atxxrt Personal equity p&ns ~ M ' 
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The people with billions at their fingertips 


Three fund managers explain what 
for when selecting stocks 


r* 


Radhika Ajmera 
Abtrust 

Tbe Gly has a reputation, asa . 
rjimmurriiy domiaaiedtyiDeB 
in grey sqits.Ttisa reputation 
that's finally starting to change-' 
- aaidvfund management ; js 
one area .where, file pace ■of. 
change has' been fester "than ‘ 

That’shecausesuccessin 
fund managexhentdepeiKison 
performance, rather than the 
old bays? network and increas- . 
ing numbers of women are 
carving out successful careers 


, intheindnstry. Afew oftheoo, 

, Uke ^supennum’’ Nicola Hor- 
lick, make headlines: “Most 
simply get oh with their jobs-^ . 
and firmly in tins category 
comes Radhika Ajmera, who 
loads a team of 10 fend man- ■ 
agers covering emerging mar- 
kets atAbtiust.- . • ** 

- The company began fife as 
Aberdeen Trust, financing 19th . 
century . Scottish: colonial 
development in Canada and . 
elsewhere. Tbday if sa more 
broadly based fund manage- 
■ ment group with a strong 
international bias and partic- 
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Top PHPvmbpcribacf through 
PBOKfiCTIn 1997 ' 


PEP 
PICKER'S 
TOP TEN 

Top periomaig PEft hove a habit of attracting large 
commission diarges. Ask any of ihe (op ien PH* . 
companies end you oauM pay as (nodi as £360 
on an inv esto r n* if of £6000. But not if you oaB us. 

Vlfe charge jost one flat foe of £25, 
r <jr>d Thtom ctayiajyifig Commission kjyoo,.the' 
Investor. Why not save yourself some money? For a 
free brochure, freephone 8 tiB 8,any day of the week. 

0800 413186 

PEPDIRECT" 

The UK's LARGEST Ffet-Fac PfPProwder* 

HW Ct liibwBi»i«»ilie 4 A 9 mn«< 
lonyud Oink Aaodolw Ud. who <ra Indopandent 
Wwqndd A iV — n regular*! by im Pwonal 

Authority- fmm muraad & re qmu nm fa n 



in iid tlmdw« U l w*wV end <■ facnw h— 
wm eon Hcn»*l«into. fhtCknMr IWS 

Th« PEPCSBECT Tnom, Torgud OoHc A»od»«» Ud. FREBOST WV31 6 . 
King's House. St John’s Square. Wofysrhar y ton WV2 1BR 


alar emphasis on emerging 
.^markets. 

. Investing in emerging mar- 
kets means fund managers 
.must go beyond simply looking 
at a company’s financial track 
"record. “Company visits are 
essential” says Ms Ajmera. 
. ‘Accounting standards vary so 
widely that we have to go 
Behind- the figures, meet and 
talk with the people and see 
the business for ourselves. 

-. “Whenever possible we 
want to visit the plant or facil- 
ities, not simply meet the man- 
agement We never invest in a 
company, which we . haven’t 
visited and last year, between 
the 10 of us, we visited more 
than 1,000 companies in dif- 
ferent parts of. the world.” 

In addition to her team 
management role, her indi- 
vidual responsibilities include 
die Turkey Trust, an invest- 
ment trust which invests in 
shares listed on the Istanbul 
Stock Exchange. 

It’s a market which has 
experienced some uncertainty 
over the years, but one which 
has recently rallied sharply as 
legal hurdles to the govern- 
ment’s privatisation pro- 
gramme have been overcome. 

Although Ms Ajmera has a 
demanding job, she insists on 
finding time for “real life” 
away from work: “You know 
what thev say about all work 
and no play - it would not be 
a life. It would just be 
existence.” 

Richard Hughes 
M&G 

Former chancellor Nigel 
Lawson has come in for criti- 
cism for taking a reported 
£250,000 for promoting M&G 
PEPs and some people say 
they have been put off invest- 
ing with the company because 
they don’t trust him, writes 
Simon Read. 

But allowing such preju- 
dices to doud. their judgement 
could be a mistake. For behind, 
the slimmer, aew-look Lord' 
Lawson youll find a team of 
committed fund managers. 

Typical is Richard Hughes, 
head of UK equities, who 
looks after M&G’s £1.4ba 
Recovery Fund. The 39-year- 
old former local authority 
accountant has been with 
M&G for lOyeare, and is only 
the second manager of the 
fund in its 28-year life. 

He deals in what are often 
called “turnaround stocks” - 
companies which may have 
experienced a fall in profits or 
change of management and 
which are in a state of flux 


TAX-FREE PEP 



No ENTRY COSTS. BBT fffiS OR 


Avoid painful charges . 

li vnu’re not careful vour first steps Into the tax-free savings arena of PEPs can seem 
dauntutg - and worse stiH hidden extras can often be painful 
But there is a simple way around the problem. The Scottish Investment Trust PEP. 

With onJy tme flaf-charge of £30 (pins VAT) each yean 
regardless of how many PEPs you have with us. you 
can be -sure of exactly how much you are investing. 

An investment that performs with a flourish; 
providmg consistently higher returns from a truly 
global portfolio erf equities. . 

So make It easy an yourself. Simply. fiR in the coupon 
or call our FREEFONE fJUMBER- 
II cauM prortdc fame very sfylislr returns. 


ABMUAL FEE AST £30 P 1 U 5 vxi 

From just £100 rat monih 

One of the worno's uwsest 
mvEsma rr trusts 

Global »WE5TMB«T57a£Ui 

GmtsBianur wghh beiuxks 



THE SCOTTISH 
INVESTMENT.TRUST PLC 
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Taking a gamble: Radhika Ajmera, Richard Hughes (centre) and Andrew Jackson are aware of the risks involved with their investments 


“What I’m looking for is the 
quality of the underlying busi- 
ness and the potential for the 
future,” he says. 

Mr Hughes' expertise has 
led him to invest in several 
winners for his 140,000 unit- 
holders. Take Midland Bank, 
for instance: “We bought a big 
holding throughout the late 
1980s and early 1990s which 
was disappointing to begin 
with. But when the bids for the 
bank came in from Lloyds and 
HSBC Holdings, the stock 
turned out to be a wonderful 
in vestment.” 

Other recent highlights 


include Granada. Asda. Store- 
house and Burtons. “These 
are all household names which 
anyone could ha\e invested 
in," explains Mr Hughes. "But 
the trick is to identify where 
there’s a real possibility of a 
turnaround. Our average 
length of holding is over five 
years, which gives time for the 
stock market to recognise the 
recovery of the stock." 

Andrew Jackson 
Hill Samuel 

Running the €2 18m Hill 
Samuel Emerging Companies 


unit trust and its companion 
investment trust has given 
.Andrew Jackson a lot of plea- 
sure since he took the job last 
May. it rift -.s' 7 ony Lyons. 

This top-performing fund 
specialises in smaller compa- 
nies and has a dear investment 
strategy which starts with a 
“top down" look at the econ- 
omy to highlight the likely top 
performing sectors. 

Once this is decided. Mr 
Jackson and his team do their 
own research to pick compa- 
nies which they think will do 
well over the Jong term. 

"We are looking for those 


which will make us money 
over the long term." he says. 
"Small company investment 
is about capital gro\uh.“ 

Originally, the unit irusi 
invested in companies with j 
market capitalisation of under 
£50m. but as the fund gni 
larger, it found ii difficult to 
find stocks it wanted to buy. 
Today, it looks al companies 
under £250m. 

The investment strategy 
tells the team that 1997 will sec 
a continuation of last year's 
consumer boom, fuelled by 
building society demutualisa- 
tions. falling unemployment 


and economic growth. “This 
tells us to look at retailing, 
leisure, selected housing 
stocks, and other household 
shares such as private motor- 
ing." he say>. 

Mr Jackson became inter- 
ested in the City during a w ork 
placement in a company trea- 
sury’ department as part of his 
business studies degree at Hat- 
field Polytechnic. 

He intends running smaller 
company funds for a long time. 
"You have more chance of 
finding a star performer among 
smaller companies although 
there are more risks." 
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Income unit trusts - £1,000 invested over 5 years 

Source: Micropal. Offer lo bid. net income reinvested to 1.3.97. 
Extracts from UK Equity Income Sector CUK Growth B Income Sector! 


If you're choosing a PEP for ii‘s vital th.u the 

fund you select has a record of consistent performance. 
This is where the Jupiter Income Trust shines. 

Not only has the Trust substantially outperformed us 
leading competitors over five years, as the chart show s: ir 
has also beaten every other unit trust in the UK Equity 
Income Sector over one, two. three, four and five years, 
and since its launch in August 1987 (all figures to 1 
March 1997 t ). 

So with performance like this you can't afford to 
overlook the Jupiter Income Trust as your PEP choice. 

Find out more about our star PEP, PEP transfer 
service and range of unit trusts. Talk to your financial 
adviser, call us free now, or return the coupon. 



J U PUT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 9 7 


f Source: Micmpa / UK Equity Income Sector - Offer to bicf. net income reinvested. 


To: Investor Support. Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd. Knightsbridge House. 197 knighisbridge. London SW7 1RB. 
Please send me further information on: The Jupiter PEP □ PEP transfer service Ej Jupiter Unit Trusts □ 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/ Msl 


Address 


Peer Code . 


IMD03.Q3 v: 


Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd is regulated by JMBO and the Personal Investment Authority. Member of AUTlF. A subsidiary of Commerzbank AG, one of Germany’s leading bonks. 
You should remember that the value of an investment and the income from it can go donm as well » up, it may be affected by ewhenge rare variations and you may not get boct the amoum invested. 
Current tax levels and reffefe may change end their value will depend on your individual circumstances. ft»si performance is not necessarily e guide to future performance. Up to 1QQ% of the annual 
management fee is to be taken from capital of income Trust end High Income Fund This may accordingly restrict capful growth. Copies of the naif-yearly and annual reports may he obtained bom Jupiter 
Unit Trust Managers Lid, Knightsbridge House. 197 Knightsbridge. fpndon SW7 1RB. Scheme particulars may also be obtained from th« address. 
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Not all PEPs 
are equal 

Abigail Montrose on the options 
for people who receive windfalls 




I f you are one of the 1 6 mil- 
lion people who will receive 
building society windfall 
shares this summer, you should 
start thinking now about what 
you want to do with the shares. 

Many people will want to 
keep them and the most tax- 


efficient way to do this is in a 
PEP. Thanks to a ruling by the 
Inland Revenue, investors who 
receive free shares from several 
demutualisations will be able 
to shelter these shares in a gen- 
eral PEP on top of their an n ual 
£6.000 general PEP allowance. 


WORLDCOVlR 


!!?SL TRAVEL IN&JRANS 
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The chance ro combine trusts in different siockmarkets, 
drip-feed your money, and pay no annual PEP chaiges. 

Too good to be true? Phone us now, or speak to your 1FA. 


0800414110 

Call Cnx a iu tfva " dm, hup. . wwn AlIkvLo tn, uk 
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Investors may also deci de to 
open a single-company PEP 
for their shares, up to a£3.000 
limit All the building societies 
which are convertiqg to batiks 
are likely to offer single-com- 
pany PEPs to their sharehold- 
ers. But as you can only put 
one company's shares in this 
type of PEP, if you are expect- 
ing shares from more than 
one building society this will 
not be appropriate. 

Those expecting windfalls 
from more than one building 
society could shelter all the 
shares in a self-select PEP. 
But you will not be allowed to 
do this ifyou already have a 
general PEP, as you can only 
have one general PEP each tax 
year. Moreover, with a self- 
select PEP. you would be 
unable to then have a separate 
general PEP an addition to the 
self-select one you are shel- 
tering the shares in. 

So if you already plan to 
have a general PEP in the 
1997/98 tax year and are 
expecting several lots of wind- 



fall shares, tbe best place to 
shelter them is in there. 

Someone who receives 
£1,000 of shares when Alliance 
& Leicester, Halifax, Northern 
Rock and Woolwich demutu- 
alise could put all these shares 
into their PEP on top of their 
£6,000 allowance. This in 
effect would enable tbe 
investor to shelter £10,000 of 
shares in their PEP for the 
1997/98 tax year. 

Several of the large PEP 
providers, including Perpet- 
ual, M&G, Schroders, Bar- 
clays and Mercury, have 
already said that they will 
allow their general PEP 


investors to shelter their wind- 
fall shares in their PEPs; 

Paul Ashby, marketing man- 
ager at Barclays, believes it is 
only fair to tell investors before 
the beginning of the new tax 
year if they will be allowed to 
shelter these shares in their 
PER “If we don't ofiier this ser- 
vice, investors who invested 
their 1997/98 PEP allowance 
with us would find when they 
received their windfall shares 
in the summer they could not 
PEP them. By allowing them 
to shelter these shares in our 
general PEP this avoids the 
problem,” he says. 

Other PEP providers are 


allowing investors to tem- 
porarily shelter their windfall 
shares in their PEP. For exam- 
ple, Fidelity will take the 
shares into its PEP but they 
must then be cashed in and the 
money used to buy additional 
units in Fidelity's unit trust 
PEE Save & Prosper offers a 
similar facility. The advantage 
of these schemes is that you 
can increase the amount you 
are allowed to invest in your 
PEP from £6,000 to £6,000 
plus tbe sum at which your 
windfall shares are sold. 

Many PEP providers are 
looking into what facility, if 
any, they will offer PEP 


investors with windfall shares. 

Lloyds Bank hopes to offer 
investors- the facility to place 
windfall shares into all its PEPs 
and will announce its decision 
before the end of the tax year. 
Virgin and TSB are looking 
into the possibility of offering 
this facility and hope to make 
an announcement before the 
start of the next tax year. 

If you want to be sure that 
you will be able to place any 
windfall shares in your PEP, 
contact your provider to find 
out what arrangements it has 
made. M&G's Rachel Medill 
says: “lb be sure that they can 
get all their bonus shares into 


a tax-free environment, 
investors looking for a 1997/9S 
PEP should choose a general £ 
PEP that will allow holding of 
individual shares in institu- 
tions which are coming to the 
stock market” 

Vbu can only have one PEP 
manager each tax year. So if 
you discover after 6 April that 
your PEP provider will not 
allow you to put any windfall 
shares in your PEP, it will be 
too late to start a new PEP. 

If you plan to put your 
shares into a PEP, ask for a 
share certificate and put the 
shares into your PEP within 42 
days of receipt 


Don’t be fazed about London stock markets 

Investors who expect a crash should put their PEPs to work in Europe, writes Ken Welsby 


m 


I fyou are nervous about the 
prospects for the London stock 
market, consider a phased PEP 
which will spread its investment 
over several months. 

That is the latest advice from a 
number of IFAs. “There are really 
two issues but they both have the 
same effect,” says Colin Beavan of 
Chew Valley Financial Services in 
Bristol. 

“The market is close to a record 
high, so there could be a correction 
soon, and there is added uncer- 


tainty about the election and what 
that might mean.” 

So if people want to take ad- 
vantage of this year’s PEP tax . 
allowance, one o f the things to con- 
sider is a phased PEP. You put all 
of your cash into the plan before 
the end of the tax year, but it is 
invested in the market over several 
months, so reducing the risk. 

This is quite different from a 
savings plan in which you make • 
monthly payments, since any con- 
tributions after 5 April would not 


quality for this year's tax allowance. 

One phased scheme is offered by 
NPL while another on similar lines 
is from New Directions, marketed 
through the DBS network of inde- 
pendent financial advisers. 

Both of these can be attractive in 
present circumstances, says Jane 
Caudle, of Raynes Park, London, 
who also suggests divBisjtyiog away 
from the UK stock market ‘ . 

She" says: “The PEP Tides say, in 
simple terms, that 75 per cent of 
the plan must be invested in Euro- 


pean stock markets. So a number 
of fund managers such as Newton 
are now starting to promote plans 
which put 75 per cent of your 
money into European funds and 
the rest into the Far East” 

Mr Beavan agrees: “Since conti- 
nental markets are at different 
stages of the economic cycle, they 
can be quite attractive to investors. 
It's not always the easiest concept 
for people to understand.” ' 

A variation on this theme is put 
forward by Colin Chalmers in 


Leeds: “A lot of couples forget that 
they can each have a PEP every 
year. So what we are saying to 
people is that one partner can 
concentrate on UK funds while the 
other goes into Europe and the 
Pacific Rim. 

“Couples who are investing the 
maximum every year - typically 
people mn ning small businesses 
who are using their PEPs for retire- 
ment savings - can alternate from 
year to year, so that their portfolios 
are broadly balanced.” 




month, G OVE T T 
gives you the INVESTMENT 

potential of the world 


To establish a globally-orientated, well-diversified 
portfolio doesn’t necessarily require huge sums of 
money. With the John Govett Investment Trust Savings 
Scheme, you can begin reaping the rewards of 
professional hind management for as little as £25 
a month or a minimum £250 lump sum. The scheme 
is specifically tailored for those seeking the prospect 
of worthwhile returns in the future. Our range ♦ 
of seven investment trusts spans the most 
promising markets in the UK and the World. You 
can choose from: Govett Oriental, Govett 
Strategic, Govett American Smaller Companies, Govett Asian Smaller Companies, 
Govett Emerging Markets, Govett High Income and Govett Global Smaller ♦ 
Companies. A glance at the chart will show just how worthwhile the returns horn 
investment trusts can be. To find out more about our high returns, simply return the 
coupon or call us free on 0500 796616. 


To: Thu Customer Services Department. John Govett & Co. Limited, Slucfclnon House. 4 Battle Bridge Lane. London, SE1 ZHB. 
Tel 0500 79661& Please send me details af the John Govett Investment Trust Savings Scheme O The Savings Scheme PEP Q 
Name W— I 
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;;;;; Like most people looking for tax-efficient 
investments, you probably already know tbe benefits of PEPs. 
They appeal to investors because returns on both capital and 
income are entirely tax-free. 

Bnt you may not know that you could add still further 
to these benefits by bolding Investment Trust shares in a PEP. 

Investment Trust PEPs allow yon to spread your risk 
across a wide portfolio and still remain within the S6.000 
maximum permitted by the government They also let you 
take advantage of the opportunities provided by shares 
traded on stock markets around the. world, something the 
private investor usually finds both difficult and expensive. 

You can reap the tax-free rewards of PEPs through an 
investment Trust for as little as £100 a month; alternatively 
you can invest with a lump sum. And, because charges are 
kept to a minimum, investment Trusts are among the lowest 
cost investments you can make. 

. ; To see how you can combine the benefits of PEPs with 
the distinctive advantages of Investment Trusts, send for 
our Pact Sheet “Investment Trust PEPs - A Plain Glide. 4 - It's, 
free and produced by tbe AITC, the body that speaks for 
Investment Trust companies. Simply fill in. the coupon or. 
call us on 0171 431 5222. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 
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crbwd with a carrier-bag 
fuD of crunchy meat-. 
Savoured filler foods. We are 
the slow parade of the 
•ong-batred dachshunds. Eds 
pron ounces ft “dasb-uad"andl _ 
pronounce it^daks-unt”, and we 
Bsdi fe tlje other with a cbai- 
leftging eye every tihie the word 
cones oat “It's weird* he says,, 
after (he fanyied swjywIiOT R. 
wadded, huge eyes fixed on! 
r distresses’ faces. round 
•i the patch of green felt laid cait" 

for the judging, “thqTre an the ‘ 

same! tdisjTV*" 


Crufts should 
have a few 


relieve the 
serious job of 
judging the 
canines: 
skinny girls 
with curly 
perms, fierce 
women in 
brogues... 


■^ >one of thweeyes-upwards 
:< head waggles that nine-.,.' 

'■ year-old boys areso-keerr 
^OB.-'^nae.T l.repfy, u b' : 
t .because they're afl the 
' •• same breed.'’: Hewaggles 
insheadbadt^ljo, gnpkj • 
l iaeaa the women/’ J-. 
took teoredoseiy. It*s hue: 
everyone showii^ a dachs- 
hund today comes, up to 
my shoulder, bastion legs, 
band-diaped trunks, arid 
floral swimming-cap. 
hairdos. They favour suite 
andskirt-sets, -aD ofwhich, : 
seem to-be rounded off 
by American Tan tj^brts 
andhdght,' white trainers. ' 
“They’re aD wea ring tin*, 
same clothes.” “Minm," 

Eds heads for the Borzoi 
ring. /‘They’re very much of 
a breed” 

-Dog owners don’t so much 
resemble their pets as look, like 
each other. Crufts should have 
a few people classes to relieve 
the serious job of judgin 


..The Staffordshire bull terrier 
owners are the best Staffs are, 
of course, the dog of choice for 
fighti ng matches around the 
Birmingham area, and they’ve all 
come out to the National 
Exhibition Centre to scare the 
living daylights out of the other 
owners. Strolling King Charles 
Spaniel people drop their eyes 
and speed up as they walk 
their bolding area, as 
. _ w t they have suddenly found 
themselves in a dark alleviate at 
mgbL Tb a man. the Starnes have 
No 2 clipper haircuts, tattoos and 
fibs ofTexments clutched in their 
paws. And they’re eating hot 




poms, fierce women in brogues, 
shiniest suit, test jumper. Their 
behaviour varies from breed 
to breed as well: the toy dog 
owners conduct their business 
in steely silence, glaring 
disapprovingly at each other 
over their wire cages. The areas 
for huge dogs Borzois, 
Afghans, wolfhounds, deer- 
hounds - are more cocktail 
party in atmosphere, with 
knots of jolly .laughter and 
exhanged gossip. The obedi- 
ence nng, with its sign saying “1 
Down 2 Stand 3 Sit 4 Downi Sh 
6 Stand”, so that the dogs who 
can! read- can cheat, is lined 
with people in T-shirts and sid- 
pam^ eating Toih-v^r apped 

ofthennoses. 


dogs. I don’t get the giggles 
until we’re safety in Ibizan bound 
territoiy, wbere the gold eyes and 
lanky gait of the competitors are 
an uncomfortable reminder of 
ray Persian ex. I just have to keep 
remembering the cold, damp 
nose and endless need fin-patting 
. that were part of the package. 

The place is foil of stalls. 
There's a stall that will paint a 
portrait of your pooch outo a 
leather handbag, a «all that 
does umbrelbswifo dogs on, one 
that will sell you a pen with “I 
[heart] Schipperkmds" and “I 
[heart] Swedish Va founds" 

S ' tea down the side in gold. I 
ray favourite advertising 
slogan of all time: “Sergeants 
Kills Fleas in Carpets.” Eds is . 
tempted by the roast dinner 

by Dorwest Herbs^TThi^ also 
stock a homeopathic remedy 
. called *fiee‘ Barks, which claims 
to be “a nutritional supplement 
for diarrhoea, colitis and pan- 
creatic disorders”. I still don’t 
really understand why you would 


want to give those things to your 
dog, but J guess Tm just not a 
dog-lover. 

Eds finds a copy of one of those 
large-circulation magazines you 
never knew existed. Obedience 
Competitor, the magazine for dog 
dos and don ’is. We speculate 
about its readership. “Do you 
think you get pervs buying it by 
mistake?” be says. “Naah. They 
buy it for the small ads.” “Sub- 
missive puppy seeks stern 
master.” “Mmm. British bulldog 
seeks hot bitch with choke drain.” 

The car-sticker stall has gone 
overboard to milk the market. 
Every breed is represented in the 
style of those “baby on 
board” stickers which 
their owners believe 
proclaim their fertility 
and all other drivers 
interpret as meaning 
“Expect erratic driving 
because 1 haven’t bad 
any sleep and I will be 
looking over my 
shoulder to try and find 
the dummy my scream- 
ing child has dropped 
under the sear." Horse 
people do this, too, 
plastering their trailers 
with stickers saying 
“horses in transit”, as if 
other drivers would be 
expecting a rhinoceros 
to suddenly pop its head 
put of the back. 

But they don’t go as far as dog 
people. Dog people buy by the 
handful stickers saying “Glen 
of lmaal terriers in transit", 
“Maremma Sheepdogs in 
transh",“Kcanondorsin transit". 
If I found myself behind a car 
saying “Petits Bassets Griffon 
Vfcndecn in transit". I'd probably 
have to crash into the back out 
of curiosity. 

And then there are the “DO 
IT" stickers. Once upon a time, 
DO IT suckers were double- 
entendres. Windsurfers Do It 
Standing Up, dial sort of thing. 
Dog Do It stickers go like this: 
“Alaskan Maiamutes Do It 
Wtbout Asking”. “Slriba Inus £to 
It Screaming”. “Agility Dogs Do 
It Admirably”. 'We stare at foese 
open-mouthed. “Lancashire 
Heelers Do It Lovingly”. “Shih 
Tzus Do It Sweetly” “Basenjis 
Do It Better”. Eds heaves a sigh. 
*Tve just realised something 
about dog people,” he says. “Oh, 
yeah? What’s that?” “They’re aD 
barking mad.” 
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Keeping up with the Joneses 


I n my year at oollege there 
was an earnest lad called 
Paul Pond, whose passion- 
ate desire was to obliterate his 
public-school past. While the 
rest of us listened to jazz, he 
went out and did it, and it was 
no surprise when he got sent 
down for persistently failing 
exams. But he stayed on in 
town, defiantly playing his 
mouth-organ in pubs: bow we 
laughed] Next thing we knew, 
be was wearing red wellies, 
fronting a band called Man- 
fred Mann, and fighting off the 
fans. And he'd changed his 
name to Jones. He went on to 
win stardom on stage and 
screen, and then got religion. 

But he never broke faith 
with his real religion, as wit- 
ness the wonderful three-hour 
blues-binge to which he treats 
Jazz FM listeners every Sat- 
urday morning. 

Last week, in a Fistful of 
Dynamite (Radio 2), be went 
back to his roots with a history 
of the harmonica. His claim that 
this is the most versatile and 
evocative instrument ever 
invented was amply borne out: 
it can do just about anything 
you want (unless you’re Bob 
Dylan, in which case it does veiy 
little, very boringly). Jones and 
fellow-blowers explained how 



Michael Church 

the week on radio 


to bend notes, how to choke 
them, and how to vary your 
wah-wah-wah; while the chro- 
matic instrument (with a lever) 
permits cleverness, the simple 
“diatonic” harmonica is what 
you need for the blues, a sound 
that goes straight to the heart. 

That same day, David Owen 
Norris had given us a crash 
course in hurdy-gurdy studies 
Bat I Know What I Like. 
(Radio 4, Tues) with the aid of 
hurdy-gurdist Nigel Eaton. A 
hurdy-gurdy is a series of 
strings “bowed” by a hand- 
cranked wheel, and it sounds 
like a wheezy orchestra: Eaton 
and Norris were hazy about 
the instrument's origin - they 
should look it up in Grove 


(from the Orient via Byzan- 
tium and Muslim Spain) and 
their demo tracks went on far 
too long. 

But the documentary imme- 
diately preceding this was a dis- 
grace. Imag ine An Onion was 
a “so und- portrait” of the glass- 
towered bibliolheque dt grande 
vitesse — Mitterrand's answer to 
our orange-brick monstrosity 
in London's Euston Road. 
Like its British counterpart the 
French library has a sound- 
archive: cue a cack-handed 
collage of creaky pianos and 
cracked voices (none of them 
named). Cue some hashed vox- 
pops of stunning banality, 
including (1 kid you not) an 
American academic research- 
ing a Renaissance essayist 
called “Montqggner". And cue 
a vacuous commentary which 
complained that the place was 
miserable, wet, and windy, so 
unlike the dear old library in 
Rue Richelieu, where you 
could nip out for a coffee, a 
gauloise. aDd - ho ho! - the 
solace of a local fiile de joit. 

Mon dieu! This was Radio 
4’s pathetic stab at an intel- 
lectual subject: as one might 
have predicted, the Radio 1 
documentary on S/ur Wars was 
a model of intelligent rigour. 
I never could take this glorified 


kids’ film seriously, but Sky- 
walker (Sun) (aught me 
respect for its maker! George 
Lucas is secretive, inarticu- 
late, and gets minions tike 
Richard Dreyfus and Harrison 
Ford to pursue unquestion- 
ingly his bold, original visions. 
This programme anatomised 
that mysterious process. 

f tried - really tried - to 
enjoy David Riwnall's vision of 
Salvador Dali giving Winston 
Churchill painting lessons (The 
Curves of Clio. Radio 5, Tuesj, 
and Pownall’s yoking of Ezra 
Pound and Monteverdi ( Pound 
on Mr Greenhill, Radio 3, 
Sun), but was defeated each 
time by the hysterically man- 
nered lone. Director Cherry 
Cookson. meanwhile, brought 
Dickensian fire to Trollope's 
Framiey Parsonage (Radio 4. 
Sunday), and thereby im- 
proved it no end. 

Listening to Desmond Tutu 
in Paths of inspiration 
(Radio 2, Fri) was - well 
-inspiring. Ian HisJop’s Senti- 
mental Journey to Hong Kong 
(Radio 4. Sun) where his father 
had died when he was 12 -was 
sadder than either Hislop. or 
his host Arthur Smith, or the 
programme's chirpy format- 
seemed able to cope with. 
Robert Honks returns next neck 


Football crazy, football mad 


W hen Film Night (C4. 
Tues) kicked off a few 
weeks ago, it touted 
the novelty of a twin-presenter 
format, designed to allow for 
informal but informative 
repartee on foe splendidly cur- 
vaceous sofa. The novelty has 
now worn off and the repartee 
has been seen for what it really 
is: stilted, botched, and wrong- 
headed. For this week's 
relaunch, one of the presenters 
has been ruthlessly ratio- 
nalised, along with the weekly 
two-minute mimetic essay on 
film style. Good riddance to 
Innovation. Hello again, safeiy. 

So, Janice ForsjSi stays on. 
Never mind that she talks 
through a tightly draws trung 
aperture as if tiying not to drib- 
ble. The presenter they’ve, 
ahem, devisualised is Tommy 
Udo. You just hope foe pro- 
gramme’s decision -makers 
know what they’re doing. Udo 
may have been a television 
novice but was such a buff that 
he took his preposterous pseu- 
donym from an arcane film 
noir about a psychotic gangster. 
If Tbmmy Udo the ex-presen- 
ter is anything like Tbmmy 
Udo the character, Film Night's 
executive producer Kirsty 
Wark might consider laying 
low for a while. Any movie buff 
can tell you to beware the 
chopper chopped. 

Udo may reflect on the cruel 



Jasper Rees 
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irony of his axing in the week 
Film Night ran an item on 
American Psycho, foe allegedly 
satirical slasher novel by Brett 
Easton Ellis which is to be 
turned into a film by two 
women (which apparently 
makes it all all right). Having 
gone to the needless trouble of 
naming himself after an Amer- 
ican psycho, this would surely 
have been Udo’s finest hour. 

There were more psy- 
chopaths in a fascinating 
Panorama (BBC1, Mon), in 
which a shrink rounded up all 
the remorseless killers at 
Parkhurst and cold-bloodedly 
shot them. With a video cam- 
era. The film made no bones 
about buying into the grue- 
some glamour of the callous 
murderer. It dubbed them 
“predators", a respectful quo- 
tation from the seminal text by 


that distinguished and impec- 
cably Austrian explorer of the 
psychopathic subconscious. 
Herr Schwarzenegger. The 
screen kept on multiplying into 
tiny fragments, as if the film 
editor, like foe interviewees, 
has a penchant for chopping 
things up into little bits. There 
was even a cross-dressing ser- 
ial killer of foe Silence of the 
Lambs variety. 

The film delivered foe more 
humdrum truth that, though 
they had all buried some toxic 
memory in the sarcophagus of 
their own psyche, most psy- 
chopaths don't wear lace halter- 
neck tops. They wear football 
shirts and. more pointedly, the 
shirts of teams who are going 
down the plughole. There was 
one murderer in a West Ham 
top, another in a Manchester 
City top. The Dutch psychopath 
we met who has been appar- 
ently cured and released into 
Ihe community wore the 
colours of Manchester United 
-who on The European Match 
- Live! ( ITV, Wed ). incidentally, 
finally fulfilled their remit to 
deliver two hours of primetime 
entertainment. QED. 

The lad on foe sofa of The 
Mrs Merton Show (BBC1, Fri ) 
was wearing a Wimbledon 
shin. The club arc doing well 
and Vinny Jones has been 
allowed to mingle in ordinary 
society, if ordinary's the word 


for (he company of a young 
woman who pretends to be a 
granny and her other guest this 
week. Boy George. George 
and Jones was an inspired cou- 
pling in a series that has lately 
tended to rest on its laurels. 
(By the way. Boy George once 
said he preferred tea to sex. 
and the murderer in the lace 
halter neck said he found it as 
easy to kill someone as to pick 
up a cup of tea. What is it with 
cross-dressers and tea? Per- 
haps Panorama ought to inves- 
tigate.) 

The South Bank Show (ITV. 
Sun) turned in a profile of foe 
Bee Gees that began to deliver 
more than you initially 
expected and eventually came 
up with much less. As the film 
dwindled into another of The 
South Bank Shan's conspicu- 
ous failures to grapple with 
pop, you were treated to a per- 
sonal tour of not just Barry's 
Oxfordshire mansion bur also 
Robin's. At least they drew the 
line at nosing round Mau- 
rice’s gaff. What this Hello!- 
esque encounter needed was a 
psychopathic slasher in the 
cutting room, to perform the 
kind of radical surgery that 
must once have been perpe- 
trated on Barry's nether 
regions. Ruthless knifework is 
always said to be Mclv’s great- 
est ability but, on this evi- 
dence, he has been cured. 


Whatever 
happened to... 

Spies and 
spying? 


1963 Christme Keeler is found 
cavorting with a Russian naval 
officer and a member of the 
British; cabinet James Bond, 
via detours for liaisons with 
scantily dadyycuae^ 
villains with funny foreign 
accents, and spies, counterspies, 

. and counter, ^ counter spies. . 

Or was it realty like that? Don- 
ald MacLean, boIed up in some 
housing estate on. the edge of . 
Moscow having fled Britain to 
escapeimprisonroent for espi- 


onage in 1951 might have a few 
contradictory words to say on 
the subject He wouldn't be able 
to contribute much now though, 
passing away on this very dav in 
.1983. 

A classical education He came 
from a Cambridge in the 1930s 
where spying against your own 
country wasn’t actually taught, 
but where you wouldn’t be called 
stupid, for thinking as much. 
One of many enticed by the 
chance to demonstrate initiative 


in an exciting environment For 
a career in the city which meant 
quiet alleyways and coffee shops 
rather than management con- 
sultancy or Lloyd’s. 

Nice work MacLean was accom- 
panied in his work, as well as in 
his fleeiDg, by another star 
player, Guy Burgess, while old 
boy Anthony Bhmt combined 
bis posts as Surveyor of the 
Queen’s Pictures with that of 
KGB agent, before establish- 
ment contacts helped keep him 


in the country in the Sixties 
after he’d admitted to spying. 
Others - blunderers and plun- 
derers for the KGB Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg were simply 
executed. 

The end, my friend The end of 
communism has meant less 
work for the CIA and MI5, and 
fewer novels from Le Carrd. 
And the end of the Cold War. 
The IRA have provided an 
entertaining little sideline, but 
have recently gone soft, a huge 


bomb last September prevented 
from going off by a £100,000 
bribe. And this week another 
CIA agent admitted to working 
for the Russians. Still, there’s 
ground for hope in other parts 
of the world. A road despot 
running a major Middle Eastern 
power (Iraq) and a series of 
countries - Chechnya for exam- 
ple - that you wouldn’t exactly 
describe as stable present the 
possibility of good times again 
for our secret service. 

James Aufenast 
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. General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

A developing anticyclone wiQ drift east 
across the British Isles today with Atlantic 
depressions being held well to the west ' 
Most of Scotland wiU have sunny spells and 
a south-westerly breeze. However, the far 
north arid the Northern and Western Isles 
will be doudifer and windier. Northern Ire- 
land will see sunny spells and a southerly 
breeze. England and Wales wfll start misty 
. and southeast England may stay cloudy. 
Elsewhere, though. It will be fine with most 
places getting some sunshine and light winds, 
■ .Sunday promises plenty more fine weather 
and light winds but doud in the south-west 
- wQl drift north through the Irish Sea. Mon- 
day and Tuesday will again be mainly fine 
with subtly spells and a mild southerly 
breeze. It wilt though, be cloudier and 
windier over northwest Scotland with rain 
and gusty winds spreading into northern 
Scotland on Wednesday. Elsewhere, the fine 
.and fairly warm weather wiU continue. 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY MIDDAY (GM7> rydoudy; f.ter; (g.to£ hzjnzy; nunlst; 
train; srvsnow; scurvy; th,thualff * previous day's figure at local time. 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 

Bangkok 
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Budapest 


m 12 54 
f 14 57 
c 23 73 
f 36 97 
hz 15 S9 
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Corfu r 14 57 

Darwin f 31 as 


Florence 

Frankfurt 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

Helsinki 


Mai 
Jerusalem 
Jo’burg 
K. Lumpur 
Lisbon 


s 17 63 
s 13 55 
hz 846 
s 17 63 
f 846 
S 846 
s 948 
1 948 
C 23 73 
hz 34 93 
s 21 70 


nos Angles s 21 70 
Madrid 
Majorca 
Malta 
Melbourne 
*Miaml 
Moscow 
Munich 


S 18 64 
f 18 64 
c 17 63 
s28 82 
f 29 84 
c 3 37 
c 948 


ntewYorit 

Nice 

Nicosia 

Paris 

Prague 

Reykjavik 

Riyadh 

Rome 


Te 
Tire* 
Tokyo 
Venice 
Vienna 
Warsaw 


f 7 45 
S 17 63 
s 14 57 
s 14 57 
a 846 
c -3 27 
s 28 82 
m 19 66 
hz 31 88 
s 846 
c 25 77 
s26 79 
r 745 
r 745 
s 16 61 
s 11 52 
s 948 


"Washington 1 10 50 
Weffington % 12 54 


r 
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Lighting-up limes 


.Way • ' ■ — v ■ :•*“ 

London _S^3pm to &28xri 

BristaU_ —WOP* b SSBasB". 

aao*tJwn....:~«»PW -to -fcWmr 

Manchester 00pm to 6^Sam 

Nowmfie.„_— P G37aa 
Oagort— — ^-&06pa! to &4f*p 
Brifart 6:14pm . to 


Hamm wr 

London— — — &5 5p m to &2Satn 
• ,frnsp« to «36an 
; . BJRrtMbaro— —fiiOlpw io .6f34arn 
WiinrfiiifirJ IH^Yrrr to /&36asi 
: . femrift - : c - ca r” lb &34ani ; 


Gbapy- 


-& 08 pm to fe 4 S*n 
,1x16pm to 6t51am 


Yesterday's Readings 

SO? 

Good 

Outlook far Today 

London 

NOg 

Moderate 

London 

NOj 

Moderate 

£ England- 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

WSJes 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

C England 

.Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

N Ireland 

-Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 


SO; 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


London 

Liverpool 


AH HT PM HT 

043 &S 1117 7.1 

1032 99 2258 9 3 

639133 taSS 140 
Hid (Abet Dodo Ml 73 1745 73 

Gmdi - - 12J» 33 

Dun Intake 1046 42 23.17 4.1 


AA Roodvsaich 


I nwrinn ATTV. Hririgi- 

□osed bob waysto general traffic for 
tfi irtural urirW Piyn'IiTnpwJmnii 
both dries of the river. 

Ml J2 Hendon area. Majcrrrattoaris 
aifheWhysCbracr.withnoaccesm 
or firom the A1 Great North Why. 
Bristol. M5 J1S-I9. Contraflow « 
opera ti on across the Avoumoutb 
Bridge w hfaaiiQmpb speed Bmfl. Rep- 
utar rarii-bour delays. 

Wfca Midlands, A34. Major rood- 
aufes on Stratford Road, SpartML 
No end? into Higgle Road. Regu- 
lar ddays rapeaed. 

Ml West Yorkshire. J47 Leeds 
(M621/A6S? HaZbedrL bag-tena 
roadwods with speed tans down to 
Xktydi Deb^son Ibe Mi, M62J aod 
Dewsbury Road. 

Off cfEda bu rgh, MB J1 Major mad- 
vwnks, wiib lane closures an the 
roundabout ai SI (Newbridge Spurt- 
Greater Munches cr. Mb3 J1 1-11 
Maintenance work between -111 
iCheadle) and JI2 (Stockport) with 
narrow tones each way and aSOtoph 

frfHL 

Out and about larttti AA Road- 
watch eas 0338 401 tar cne was 
local and nstnal tnA: news. Souree: 
The Automobile Associaoon. Catis 
chared at 39p per mm (cheso ratei 
J9p per min fall other Ones) me VAt 


The Sky at Night 



Sun inc Moon 


Sim rises 6£0am 
Son sett 533pm 

Moon rises &05ara 
Moon sets &24pm 

FuS moon: March 24 



Looking South at about 9.30 p.m. on 8 March 


T he dark skies afforded 
by new Moon the week- 
end present a good 
opportunity to search out 
fainter constellations. Cancer 
is an interesting example, well- 
placed for viewing on March 
evenings. Though its name is 
familiar as a zodiacal constel- 
lation, the Crab is rather dim 
and nondescript Its brightest 
star is only magnitude three 
and a half. However, it lies 
squarely between Leo and 
Gemini, which are much more 


conspicuous and act as useful 
points of reference. Cancer is 
worth finding for the rather 
nice star cluster that lies at its 
heart. Praesepe (the Man- 
ager). also commonly known 
as the Beehive, is a swarm of 
about 200 stars located about 
500 light years away from us. 
In a dark sky. it is just about 
visible to the naked eve as a 
misty patch, and it is a good 
target for observing with 
binoculars. 

Jacqueline Mitten 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


The Saint Sat 3.35pm BBC2 
Deacon Brodie Sat 9pm BBC1 
Jane Eyre Sun 8pm ITV 
Balls to Africa Sun 9.30pm BBC1 
Omnibus Sun 10.15pm BBC1 


The big picture 

Singles 
Sun 10pm C4 


A short season at films starring 
Matt Dillon (above) begins with 
this delightful comedy about the 
love lives of a quartet of Seattle 
twentysometfrings. Dilton plays a 
dead-end grunge rock musician in 
love with Bridget Fonda, whose 
real-life partner, Eric Stoftz, makes a 
cameo appearance, along with Tim 
Burton. A good cast also includes 
Campbell Scott and Kyra Sedgwick 
and the director is Cameron Crowe, 
whose Jerry Maguire has just 
opened over here. 


I think I*m beginning to discern a difference 
between BBC and ITV costume dramas. It’s in the 
BBC's love of/slavery to detail: the costumes them- 
selves, the interior decor, the fruitier sort of supporting 
character actor. That’s not to say that the BBC 
dramas are necessarily better. Take LWTs version of 
Jane Eyre (Sun ITV), which I'm sure will be pursued 
by critical derision all the way from Wapping to Canary 
Wharf. Packed into just over two hours, Charlotte 
Bronte's tempestuous love story is intensified to a fever 
pitch more associated with Mills and Boon than 
true 19th-century romance. Cliff “HeathdifiT Richard 
eat your heart out. 

This may seem laughable to English Lit purists, but 
it's surely true to the original appeal of Bronte's novel 
- a swiriing. proto- Freudian romance, with its dark, 
masterful, Byronic hero and its independent and intel- 
ligent heroine. Ciaran Hinds - last seen stealing /run - 
hoe from (he series's nominal star - makes a humane 
Rochester, Samantha Morton a suitably quivering 
Jane. Kay Mellor's excellent script reinvents Charlotte 
Bronte as fast, popular, prime-time television. 


Deacon Brodie (Sat BBC1) comes packed with 
all the BBC’s traditional attention to detail This is 
a jolly shaggy dog story from the tail-end of the 
18th century. Billy Connolly is very appealing as 
Brodie, a notorious Edinburgh “character 5, - 
a slippery womaniser and master carpenter who 
specialised in door locks and hangman’s gallows. His 
downfall is busily being plotted by Patrick Malahide, 
his opponent on the town council and a strong cast 
also includes Siobhan Redmond and Ewen Bremner. 
My one criticism - since we’re talking details - is that 
everyone seems to have very good teeth for the 1780 s. 

Balls to Africa (Sun BRC1 ) packs up a soccer team 
of trendy comedians (Nick Hancock, Angus Deayton, 
Skinner and Baddiel) and sends them to the poorest 
parts of Africa. Yes, we're talking Comic Relief. The 
idea is that their football team, Sporting Noses, plays 
matches against local teams while the celebs report 
back on how the last Red Nose Day money was spent 
Rip, post-J/cve / Col News for You comedy and Third- 
World poverty are the uneasy bedfellows, with soccer 
as the metaphorical duvet. The result is surprisingly 


entertaining and moving — as was intended. The 
thought also occurs that it would make a good start- 
ing point for a Ben Ston novel . 

It’s a better idea than Omnibus (Sun BBC1J and 
its celebration of Mothering Sunday —a film Joojdng 
at stare and their mothers (Spice Gid Emma Burden, 
boxer Lennox Lewis and Claire Bloom among them)- 
It’s the sort of staple “idea” that women’s weeklies 
consider year after year and the laboured pun of the 

title - “Stare and Mas" - speaks volumes. 

I don't know why, but it's very hard to imagine 
Roger Moore ever having had a mother. He seems 
to have emerged into the world fully formed and per- 
fectly groomed, and, msteadT of mewling like other 
babies, quizzically raising one eyebrow at the world. 
BBC2 is rerunning The Saint (Sal BBC2), die glam 
1960s adventure series which is the main reason we 
love Moore. This opening episode has the additional 
delights of Yootha Joyce and Tbny Booth as: hard- 
boiled Russian agents. What a loss Joyce is going to 
be whenever someone gets round to making a sitcom 
of Margaret Thatchers The Downing Street Years. 



The big match 




Australian Grand Piix 

Sat2.10amTTV--- 


17V has the rights to' thfe seaswfs ; 
formula One season and they . - 
want to make Sore you knout; at- 
Network Centre's biggest <#$.- •; : 
was in pereua ding Mu rray Waiter ■■■ 
to bring hisdstirKrive nairpri • t. ■ 
commentary style over to than, • . ' 

but hot“cf;course; the aSd::.'; v 
Fleetwood Mac theme tune. : 7->rr. 
Jamiroquaido the honewre. instead.--. 
It's unlikely. thou^/ttat worid 
champion Damon Hill (above) and - 
his new Arrows team willie-- 
winning any honours, 



Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


7.00 Hany and the Hendersons (R)(S)(T) (1686408). 

72 5 News, Weather {30281 75). 

7.30 Felix the Cat (R) 13724798). 

7.45 Phantom 2040 <R)(S)0) (8045392). 

8.1 0 The Real Adventures of Jenny Quest ( 5837972 X 

8.35 The Rintstones rft) (501 3595). 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Boyzone and toe Spice Girls are 
toe guests. Not tad (S) f7 8844779). 

12.12 Weather 17466330). 

12.15 Grandstand: 12.20 Football Focus (21991 37). 
1.00 News (81 704021). 1.05 Raring from 
Chepstow: the 1 . 1 5 Racing Post far Cheltenham 
Handicap Hurdle (47692040;. 1.25 Athletics. 
Coverage of the World Indoor Championships in 
Paris (59437408). 1 .40 Racing from Chepstow: 
the 1 .45 Tote Ten to Follow Handicap Chase 
(S358/866). 1.55 Athletics (8350471 7). 2.10 
Raring from Chepstow toe 2. 1 5 Peter O'Sullevan 
Novices's Hurdle (36/25330). 2.25 Athletics 
(36/20885). 2.40 Rugby League: Warrington v 
Salford Reds. Coverage of the whole of this Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup quarter-final tie from WilderspooL 
Kick-off at 3pm 1 1 058408). 3.45 Football Half- 
Times (9826069). 3.55 Rugby League.- coverage 
of toe second half of toe Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
(5477953*. 4.40 Final Score (1282224). 

5.20 News, Weather CD (9891088). 

5 JO Regional News and Weather (305 779). 

5.35 Cartoon F6/ 3359). 

5.45 Dad’s Army i/?)(7) (56/866). 

6.15 The New Adventures of Superman ( S) (185798). 

7.00 Noel's House Party. Singer Raul Young gets a 
Gotcha; Samantha Janus, Sean Maguire and 
Jennv POwell drop by of their own accord 

i S) (931224). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. The last of toe 
Eurovision hopefuls joins Lisa Stansfiefd for toe 
latest draw iSUT) (434750). 

8.10 Crime Traveller. Time-travelling detective series. 
Slade and Holly (Michael French and Chfoe Annett) 
investigate the death of Holly’s aunt fS) (699363). 

9.00 Deacon Brodie. See Preview, above (S)(T) (4972). 

1020 News and Sport, Weather (7? (601 798). 

10.50 Match of the Day -the Road to Wembley: FA Cup 
Sixth Round. Desmond Lynam introduces action 
from toe day’s only be in the FA Cup - Derby 
County v Middlesbrough iS)CD (4628773). 

12.00 World Indoor Athletics. Highlights of today's main 
events from Paris (S) (521 4002). 

12.35 Chalk. Second-sitting sitcom f/?)(S)(7) (5876/ 18). 

1.05 Top of the Pops (RHS)(D (9949606). 

1.35 EQ9 The Jdolmaker fTaytor Hackford 1980 US). 
Good performances, poor period detail in this 
expose of toe pop world of toe late 1 950s, based 
on toe life of pop promoter Bob Marcucci, toe man 
behind Frankie Avalon and Fabian. Starring Ray 
Sharkey and Peter Gallagher (236098). 

3.30 Weather (7505/ 538). To 3.35am. 

REGIONS: Scot 4.40pm Afternoon Sportecene. 9.00 

Mind toe Gap: St Antony’s Day Off. 9.30 - 10.30 
Sportscene: The Scottish Cup. 10.50 Deacon 
Brodie. 12.20 Chalk. 12.50 World Indoor 
Athletics. 1.25 Top of toe Pops. 1.55 Weather. 


620 Open University: Art in toe 1 5th Century: Florence 
(7391446). 6.45 Magnetic Earth (9192205). 


(7391446). 6.45 Magnetic Earth (9192205). 
7.10 Siena Cathedral (9935/56). 8.00 Open 
Satur day('JJ6243). 

10.30 QSai Kept Husbands (Lloyd Bacon 1931 US). 
Double-bill of movies featuring that gentle, 
unassuming but always highly effective actor, Joel 
McCrea. In this early comedy, he plays a 
steelworker who marries the boss’s daughter, 
Dorothy Mackaill, and settles uneasily into a life of 
moneyed leisure (45/83/ 1 ). 

11.45 BBSI Rough Shoot (Robert Parrish 1953 US). Joel 
McCrea mainly made westerns after toe Second 
World War. but this Hitchcock-styie thriller- about 
an American army colonel livfng in England who 
believes he has accidentally lolled a man while out 
shooting - is a rare exception. The screenplay is by 
Eric Ambler (T) (5483137). 

1.10 Film 97 with Barry Norman (SXT) (76481476). 

1.40 EQBI The Big Sky (Howard Hawks 1952 US). 
Quite good, but very, very long Hawksian western 
starring Kirk Douglas and Dewey Martin as fur 
trappers doing business up the Missouri River in 
toe 1830s and failing in love with the same 
woman - the daughter of a Blackfbot Indian chid 
(Elizabeth Thread) (19498408). 

3.35 The Saint See Preview, above (R) (9 971427). 

425 BB5I Red Line 7000 (Howard Hawks 1965 US). 
A group of raring drivers cope with winning, death 
and romance, on and off the track, in this 
misconceived boys-in-cars melodrama which gave 
a young James Caan his first major starring role. 
The dovetailed racing footage was shot in toe UK 
and USA by Bruce Kessler (53112663). 

6.15 Crofts ’97. Peter Purves and Jessica Holm report 
live from the NEC in Birmingham on toe terriers, 
toys and hounds ( S ) (437663). 

6.50 Close Up fS) (740663). 

7.00 Cosi Fan Tutte. Live from the Royal Opera House 
in London’s Covent Garden - your chance to 
combine shopping and opera with Jonathan 
Miller's modem-dress production of Mozart's 
comic opera, conducted by Dietfried Bemet The 
costumes are by Giorgio Armani, and based on his 
current spring-summer collection fS) (8668934). 

10.30 EWS 1 Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid (Carl Reiner 
1981 US). Clever and very funny comedy meshing 
out-takes from film-noir classics (White Heat The 
Glass Key and Double Indemnity among many 
others) with footage of Steve Martin's private eye 
investigating the death of toe scientist father of 
sultry femme fatale Rachel Ward (T) (3 123972). 

1 1 .55 Windows on the Wbrfd. Double bill starts with 
video artist Bill Viola's visualisation of Edgard 
Varese's composition Deserts and concludes with 
Gunther Schuller's lively animated film Journey 
into Jazz, which aims to introduce young people to 
jazz (S) (3903/ IJ. 

1.00 Global VideoByte. Top of the pops from Malaysia, 
Saudi Arabia, France, Denmark and Portugal fS) 
(1282921). To 1.25am. 

REGIONS. Scotl0.30am The Munsters. 10.55AWild 
Romance. 11.25 Conference 97. 12.00 Fresh 
Prince of Bel Air. 12.25 Rim: Kept Husbands. 


6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Professor Bubble. 6.30 
Bananas in Pyjamas. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.25 


Dragorrflyz. 7.45 Disney’s Wake Up in the Wild 
Room. 8.55 Gargoyles (6756798). 

9.25 Scratchy and Co. Guests are Rod Hull and The Big 
Breakfasts Denise Van Outen. Hardly Boyzone and 
The Spice Girls (See Live and Kicking, BBC1) (S) 
(242317 98). 

11.30 The Chart Show (S) (13663). 

1230 Fresh (11137). 

1.00 News, Weather ( T) (81 73971 7). 

1.05 London Weekend Today (77 (81 738088). 

1.10 FI: Australian Grand Prix. The qualifying laps of 
the Australian Grand Prix tram Melbourne. Actually, 
this all happened in toe wee small hours of last 
night and this is the repeat Introduced by Jim 
Rosenthal, with commentary from Murray Walker 
and Martin Brundle (R)(S) (2183446). 

2.40 QBI Like Father, Like Son (Rod Daniel 1987 US). 
Dudley Moore in toe first (and worst) of the 1980s 
body-swap comedies finds surgeon Dud drinking a 
magic potion and trading places with his homy 
1 6-year-old son, Kirk Cameron. If s not a terrible 
idea for a comedy, but unlike Tom Hanks in Big, 


Moore doesn't give a very convincing portrayal of 
an adolescent (SXT) (87494427). 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

6.00am Daw? Pearce 9.30 Marts 
Guodier 12 JO Claire Sturgess 
330 Trevor Nelson 6-30 Danny 
Rampling - Lovegroove Dance Par- 
ly 9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 12.00 
The Radio 1 Reggie Dancehall 
Nile 2.00 Essential Mix - Ashley 
Beedle 4 ,00-6.00am Annie 
Nightingale 



Radio 2 

138-m aatrw 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright 1.00 
The MonMwuse Archive 1.30 To 
the Manor Bom 2.00 Judi Spier? 
4.00 Nick Barractough 5.00 Day- 
dream Believers 6.00 Steve Earle 
(Rl 7.00 Schmooze and Showbiz 
IRj 7.30 John Williams Plays the 
Movies 9.30 David Jacobs LO.OO 
Borderlines 12.05 Jon Briggs 
4.00-7 .00am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


Bridget Kendall ( left) opens The 
Americas File (11.30am R4), a 
new series of reports from 
America. North and South, 
probing the relationship between 
the US and its southern 
neighbours. The movie interview 
series Close Ups (6.50pm R4J 
ends on a high note, with toe 
great Richard Widmark. 


Radio 3 


6.55am Weather,- News Headlines 

7.00 Record Review, 

9.00 Building a Library. Edward 
GreenfieW selects his all-time 
lop ten recordings. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Another 
chance to hear Michael Berke- 
ley's conversation with Lord 
Healey. (R) 

1.00 The Power and the Glory. The 
Iasi of lour programmes investi- 
gating church patronage of the 
fine arts. 

1.15 News; Vintage rears. The test 
ol tour programmes exploring 
the musical legacy of pianist Ar- 
tur Schnabel returns to the mu- 
sic ot Beethoven. 

3.15 Youth Orchestras of the 
World. Kirsteen McCue intro- 
duces a concert given by the 
Cambridgeshire County Youth 
Orchestra, conducted by Elgar 
Howarth. from last summer’s 
Festival of British Youth Orches- 
tras in Edinburgh. Debussy: 
Sorts Ibena. Robin Holloway. In- 
quietus. Wagner: Siegfried's 
Rhine Journey; Funeral must; 
immolation scene (Gotter- 
darnmerung). 

430 Rewrites and Rajp, Two 
worts by Stravinsky. The Suite 
to/rwne played by Ernst ko- 
vacte (vtoiim and David Owen 
Noms (piano), and his Ragtime 
for 11 Instruments played by 
the London Sinfonetia. 

5.00 Jan Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters 


630 Live from the Met: Billy 
Sudd. Srrtten's two-act opera to 
a libretto by EM Forster and Enc 
Crazier adapted from a story by 
Herman Melville. With PhHip 
Langridge. tenor (Vere). Dwayne 
Croft baritone (Billy Buddl. 
James Moms, bass IClaggart) 
and Victor Braun, baritone (Mr 
Redbum). Chorus and Orchestra 
of the Metropolitan Opera. New 
York'S teuart Bedford. Act 1 . 
8.00 The Met Opera Quiz 
830 Biftv Budd, Act 2 
9.50 Best Worts. 

10-20 Women Fake Centre Stags. 
Chns Parker introduces record- 
ings made at toe Women Take 
Centre Stage /estival al London's 
Purcell Room last year. Shirley 
Thompson, who is gaming a 
worldwide reputation as a com- 
poser, conducted her ensemble 
in Tapestry. Blue far You and 
Transition. Singer and guitarist 
Martha Lewis wrote three pieces 
for her ten-piece band, and the 
final set comes from the quintet 
led by the prolific keyboardist 
Janette Mason. 

1.00-7 .00am Through the Night 


Radio 4 

192.444 auu-FLt ISSdUlWl 

6.00am News Bnefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

6-55 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Weather 

9.00 News 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

9.30 &ea (away. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

11.00 News: The Week in West- 
minster. 

1130 The Americas File. Bridget 
Kendall looks at US influence on 
Latin America and at her# Latin 
immipams are beginning to 
change the USA. 

See Choice, above. 

12.00 Money Box. 

12.25 Just a Minute. 

12.55 Weather. 


1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbleby chairs a topical dis- 
cussion m Witney. Oxfordshire, 
with Chris Smith MP; Bruce 
Anderson, political editor ot 
The Spectator-, Diana Maddock 
MR Liberal Democrat 
spokesperson on housing, 
women and family issues; and 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor MR Minis- 
ter ol State, Foreign Office. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News: Any Answers? 

2.30 Saturday Playhouse; Hardly 

Cinderella. By Diane Samuels. 
Queen Cinderella is dead and 
the king must find a new wife. 
Whose foot will the glass slipper 
fit this time? With Annabelie Ap- 
5<on and Annette Badland. 

4.00 News; That's History. 

4 JO Science Now. 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 See it My Way. Last m the 
series in which Wind broadcast- 
er Foster White examines the 
myths about blindness. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'Clod. News. 

6.25 Week Ending. A satirical re- 
view of the week's news, with 
Sally Grace, Ford Kieman, Astrid 
Wilson and Greg Hemphill. 

5.50 Close Ups. Veteran Hcrily- 
wood actor Richard Widmark 
grres an extremely rare interview 
to Nigel Andrews 

See Crwce, atwe. 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Nick 
Baker discovers the downside of 
a design classic - the Philips 
audio cassette. 

7.50 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: For- 
eign Girls. The final part of 
Elaine Fanstan's series about 
the lives and loves of two Jewish 
women in England. With Jennie 
Stoner and Jenny Agutwr. (R) 

935 Classics -with Kay. Brian Kay 
introduces music composed by 
Bach but arranged by other 
composers, including Rachmani- 
nov and Watton. 


9.50 Ten to Ten. Welsh writer and 
minister Endid Morgan presents 
the fourth in a special series of 
personal reflections tor Lent. 

9.59 Weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 American Noir Season: The 
Red Scream. Beth Porter's 
dramatisation of Mary Willis 
Vtalter's book follows a serial 
killer to the execution chamber, 
but there's a copycat killer at 
work in the heat of Teres. With 
Beth Rater and Kerry Shale. 

11.45 Britain In Pictures. (R) 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: The Gift. By 
Trevor Cofman. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Bells on Sunday. 

535-6.00am Shipping Forecast 


Radio 4 IW 

l&WzUl) 

No Variations 


Radio 5 

133. SfflUfrtt?) 

6.00am Dirty Tadde 630 Brian 
Haves at Breakfast 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 11.30 Sic* as a 
Parrot 12.00 Baker and Kelly Up- 
front 1.00 Sport on Five 6.06 Sbt- 
O-Sh 8.00 News and Sport 8.10 
The Treatment 9.00 Dallyn UK 

20.00 Brief Lives 1030 Asian Per- 
spective 11.00 News Extra 12.00 
After Hours 2.00 Australian Grand 
Prix 5.00-6. OOam Morning Reports 


SW1 

7.00am Orson and Olivia U8525J. 
730 Free Willy (84682). 8 .00 The 
Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 
(38663). 9.00 Quantum Leap 
(38088). 10.00 Kung Fu - The 
Legend Continues (80866). 11.00 
Legends of the Hidden City (64779). 
1130 Sea Rescue (65408). 12.00 
Wrestling (43750). 1.00 Wrestling 
(697981 2.00 Star Trek (66798). 

3.00 Star Trek: The Next Generation 
(69224). 4.00 Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine (883591. 5.00 Star Trek: Vby- 
ager (5363). 6.00 Kung Fu - The 
Le ge nd Continues (49934). 7.00 
Hercules.- The Legendary Journeys 
(82663). 8.00 Coppers (7530). 830 
Cops I (6/37). 9.00 Cops II (77243). 
930 The Serial Kilters (51779). 

10.00 Law and Order (8/934). 

11.00 Red Shoe Diaries (89088). 
1130 The Movie Show (54953). 
124X3 Wild Oafs (39083). 1230 
LAPD (906061. 1.00 Dream On 
(72460). 130 Smouldering Lust 
(87/29). ZOO-6. OOam Hit Mix Long 
Play (34624891 


SXT 2 

74X3pm Beverly Hills, 90210 
1 6052021 ). 8.00 Melrose Place 
(6078069). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(6058205). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (7667040). 1030 Tates from 
toe Crypt (7683088). 11.00 Stand 
and Deliver (2/46359). 1130 Stand 
and Deliver (7618595). 12.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix (95553351 


Classic FM 

hod o-ioi suit mi 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 1230 Gardening Forum 
1.00 Alan Mann 4.00 Jane 
MarWiam 7.00 Travel Guide 8.00 
Evening Concert 10.00 The Classic 
Quiz 12.00 Andre Leon 4.00 Trav- 
el Guide 5.OO-6.D0am Michael 
Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

■T/I5. 1 197-12604H: Wf J05 Mb FlTr 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ W Jono’s Greatest Hits 10.00 
Jeremy Clark ZOO The Album 
Chart with Mark Forrest 6.00 Lynn 
Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 2.00- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 


MOraCHAIKa 

630am Oliver Twist U56J/Q2/). 
8.05 Daddy Long Lees 
(81074917). 10.15 Sons and 
Lovers* (69794595J. 12.00 Beauty 
and toe Bandit (82/359). 1.45 The 
Roots of Heaven (820833//). 4.00 
Thumbelina (3427). 6.00 Richie 
Rich (33392). 8.00 Muriel's Wed- 
ding (95137). 10.00 Mortal Kombat 
1489330). 11.45 Phantasm ill 
(398427J. 1.15 Enter toe Ninja 
(450267). 2.55 Lady Killer 
(4870170). 435*6.00am Richie 
Rich (869793). 


World Service 

.'iSaJfclW 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Just a 
Minute ZOO Newsday 230 fteople 
end Pol rtics 3.00 VWorld News 
3.15 Sports Roundup 330 Music 
Review 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newaday 530-6.00 Weekend 


SH MIMES 

6.00am When the Legends Die 
(29576). 8,00 The Chairman 
140750). 10.00 An American Christ- 
mas Carol ( 75359 1 12.QQ A Simple 
Twist of Fate (6360/). ZOO Tom and 
Jerry, The Movie (99494). 4.00 The 
Air Up There (5885). 6.00 A Simple 
Twist of Fate (85750). 8.00 The 
Hurtsuctar Proxy (97595). 10.00 
Just cause (498088). 1145 Plea- 
sure in Paradise (219972). 1.05 SW 
School 2 (608/064). 230 *ft PM 
(168/538). 3.45-fi.QOam The Chair- 
man 196403 J IS). 


O © 


iy 


Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


430 Cartoon Time (3437972). 

4.45 News, Sports Results, Weather (T) (. 3423779. J. 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (T) (3658885). 

5.15 FI: Australian Grand Prix. Lest we forget: a live 
update from Melbourne on toe qualifying session. 
Plus, a look ahead to ton&ifs Grand Prix 
0865663). 

5.20 Clueless. Cher lies about her age when she falls for 
an older man (S)(D (921 7929). 

5.45 Sabrina, the Teenage Witch (S)(D (556934). 

6.15 Ybu Bet! Two power-fitters attempt to lift a foremen 
tank, a karate expert tries to break 40 concrete 
slabs in 90 seconds - and more(S){7J (906/ 75). 

7.15 Blind Date. Followed tty National Lottery Result 
(S)(T) (902359). 

8.15 Asteroid. 2/2. Concluding the mini-series about the 
asteroid on a direct collision course with the Earth. 
The result of the missile attack on toe asteroid is a 
hellish meteor shower- sendbis a dangerously 
large mgeoroid heading towards Dallas. Sounds 
good to me (S)(T) (95221682). 

935 The Clive James Formula One Show. ITYs 
relentless pre-publicity for its first Grand Prix 
continues with 1 4 of toe current Formula One 
drivers - including Damon Hill and Jacques 
Villeneuve - gathering in a studio to take questions 
from a celebrrty audience (S)(D (890934). 

10.55 News, Weather, Lottery Result (7) (81 7798). 

11.10 Grand Prix Night -with Murray Walker (223595). 

13.15 EBB Grand Prix (John Frankerheimer 1966 US). 
The soapy lives and loves of professional drivers are 
combined with thrilling racing sequences shot on 
location in Monaco, Holland and Brands Hatch. No 
process shots here. James Gamer, Eva Marie Saint 
and Yves Montand star (90980021). 

2.10 FI: Australian Grand Prix. See The big match, 
above (S) (84550712). 

5.10 Grand Prix Classics f/20i 644J. To 5.30am. 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (51427). 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber fS) (50601). 

730 Dennis (R) (371 7408). 

7.45 First Edition (/?)($) (3705663). 

8.00 Tiansworfd Sport (7 6427). 

9.00 Morning Line, look ahead to the day's horse- 
racing (S) (83514). 

10.00 Gazzetta Fbotoak ftafia (35392). 

11.00 NBA 24/7. All the latest from the National 
Basketball Association (5) (55/56). 

12.00 Rawhide (21514). 

1.00 BSI Siege at Red River (Rudolf Mate 1954 US). 
American Civil War action er combining the story of 
a duplicitous agent with the more traditional 
western theme of soldiers under Indian attack. Man 
Johnson heads up the cast CT) 045 79972). . 

235 The Sweater. Bate a ward- winning animation 
about toe Canadian passion for kx hodey 
(2720224). 

2.45 Ctamei 4 Rach«. Brough Scott introduces a four- 
race card from Sanddwn Rarlc the 2.55 Barclays 
Bank Handicap Hurdle, the 3.30 Burnt Oak and 
Special Cargo Novices’ Chase, the 4.05 
Sunderiands Imperial Cup and the 4.40 Hambro 
Countrywide Handicap Chase (5) ( 91909196 1 

5.05 Brookade Omnibus (5/(7) (2053408). 

630 Right to Reply (5)0/ (885/. 

7.00 A Week in Poetics (5/ (7311). 

8.00 The Goldring Audit The gimlet-eyed Mary 
Gold ring analyses the fishing industry, looking at 
the threat poffid by over-fishfr^. The European 
Union wants a 40 per cent cutback, which could 
spell the end of fife at sea for many British 
fishermen. To examine the possible effects of the 
crisis, Goldring spends five days on a Cornish 
fishing boat, looking at new technology, and talking 
to an EU fisheries commissioner, scientists and 
retailers (S/(7) (3359/. 

9.00 Last Chance Lottery (5/ (3595/. 

10.00 Eurotrash (R)( S) (83866). 

1030 The Show (5/ (8428935). 

11 35 HBI Street Blues. Furillo finds the gun that was 
used to shoed two of his cops (T) (849427). 

1235 The Client More from this ho-hum legal-eagB 
series based on John Grisham's novel. Reggie 
defends a pregnant teenager who wants to keep 
her baity against her mother's wishes (5 108644). 

135 The Girfie Show. Guests include Annabel Chops, 
who holds a world record having had sex with 251 
man in 10 hours. Plus, a report on undergraduates 
who are obsessed with war games (5) (2897625). 

2.05 Ridd Lake. Women whose husbands are cheating 
on them tell all (R)(SKD (83241 70). 

2.45 Beavis and Butt-Head (ftJ(S) (1 7489). 

3.15 Flava. Bounty Killer, Lost Boys and Me’Sheil are 
three of the acts (S) ( 95642). 

3.45 Bless This House 0?/(S/ (13293460). 

4.10 Film Night. Janice Forsyth focuses on the new 

screenplay of Brett Easton Ellies controversial 
book, American Psycho. Plus, an interview with 
the Warchowski brothers, directors of the lesbian 
film ndr, Bound (RMS) (841951 //. 

4.45 The Beat Specials. IggyFfop in concert (5) 
(7060070). To 5.50am. 


As London except 1230pm MovievGemes and 
Videos (11137). 1 .05 Artgfia News and Hbatier 
(8/738088). Z40 FSnu. Carry On Screaming 
(369273921 430 Cartoons (73404081 535 - 
530pm Anglia News, SpdrtAndWgattier (1689601). 


cam " 

As London es«pt: L23ty»»B«njtere 01/37). 1.05 
Central News and Weather (3 J 7330831 ZAO 
Movies, Games and Wens (511 2243L 3.10 Stunt- 
mastere <9380330! 330 seaQuestDStf (8788359;. 
5.05 Central News and Weather <987431 1). 5.10 
- 5.15pm Central -Match -Goats Extra (9866392). 


HIV WILES 

As London except: 1230pm Movies, Games am) 
Videos f 11137): LOS HTV Wales News and Weativ 
erfS/ 738088). Z40 Baywate* 0047972)7 330 
World at Wonder (5345934). 3.50 Airwoif 
(8788359). 5.06- S30prii HTV.WWeS News and 
Sports Results (1639601). 


HIV West . 

As HTVWates except 1.05pm HTV West News 
arid Wfeatfier (82738088). 2.40 Sportsweek 
(1914040). 3.15 Airwoll (4028446). 4.10 The 
List (41 774271- 5.0 5 - 530pra HTV West News, 
Sports Results and Weather (1689601). 


M0HDUH . 

As London aeept lZ30pn Pier Pressure 
(11137). 1.05 Mendian News and Weather 
(81 738088). 2.40 Fflnv Cany On Screaming 
( 36927392 } . 430 Movies. Games and Videos 
(1340408). 5.0S - 5.15pm MerkSan News and 
Waattier (3658885). ’ 


WETCOMTW.' ' 

As London acapb 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos f/J 1 37). 1.U5 Westcountry News 
(81 7380881. ZAO Cartoon (2714663). 2J5D Mr- 
wotf (8528243). 330 seaQuest DSV (3788359) 
5.05 - 5.15pm WesteountryNews (3658885). 


TOBSHRE 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and- 
Vkfeos (1 U37). 1-05 Calendar News and Vtfeath- 
er (81738088). ZAO Rating Stewart C8503934). 
340 Cartoon (98I2866JL 330 Baywafch 07883591 
5J(S Calendar News and Weather 08743/2). 5.10 
• 5.15pm Settefine (9866392)- ' 


Oianaal 3 Rortfi East 

As Yorkshire except 1.05pm North East News 
and Weather (81738088). 5.05 North.East . 
News and Weather (98743/1). 5.10 - 5.15pm 
Full Thne (9866392). 


As C4 except 10.00am Hangin' with Mr Cooper 
(Z0595). 1030 New Gamesmaster (9/885). 
12.00 Film.- Movtewafch (82137). 1230 Rlm: 
Tha Mark of Zorro* (76290595). Z15 Codec- 
tors' Lot (39957®. .6.30 Travelog (885). 730 
Newyddion a Chwaraean (560524). 7.15 Nason 
0 Ddathlu (36258205). 930 PCngeM 
(271381). 930 Last Chance Lottery . 
(2129311). 10.55 The Show (5058779). 

12-00 Brass Eye (918D9K 12J30 Fortran TV 
(7203644). 1.05 The Client (4045731). 4.45 - 
5.40am The Beat Specials (7056625). 


* • -tori 
• • 


tomes 




7w 
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S8f MOVES GOO 

6.00pm The lost World (3854137). 
8.00 The Squeeze (3859682). 10.00 
Rssonal Services (6657773). 11-50 
Best SeBer (3924682). 130 Faster, 
Pussycat! Kill! K31! (2790809). 3.00 
The Letter U297606X 4.40-535am 
The Invisible Man* (4495644/) 
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SXY SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sports U 0021). 730 
NHL Powerwoek (62040). 830 Rac- 
ing News (303 J J). 9.00 Sports Un- 
limited (43934). 10.00 The Rugby 
CUTO (28040). 11.00 HoU the Back 
Page (J5576). 1Z00 Sports Saturday 
(J005069). 6.00 Football (68243). 
730 Spanish FdotbaU (1/524). 930 
Tennis (92589). 1130 Golf (55779). 
130-430am ice Hockey: Super- 
league Play-off (5263248). 


C I 

W ' . A , 

the burning zone. / 
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SKY SPORTS 2 

7.00 Soccer AM (8920682). 11.00 
Trans VtorW Sport (6408750). 12JXJ 
Golf: Dorai Ryder Open (72626 01). 
ZOO Golf: Moroccan Open 
(5562663). 5-00 Snowboard 
(3095934). 530 Cricket - West In- 
dies v India (5046576). 10.00 Rugby 
Lsagje (7526021). 1130 Rugty 
Club Extra (3333156). 1230- 
LOOam Snowtxrard (6775278). 


V i CX 

S’ > \ 


SKY SPORTS 3 

IZOOnoon Siavlval of the Fittest 
(545525951 1230 Water-Sdiftt - 
(56680866). 1.00 Motor Sport 
(9059/02//. 230 Wforfd Sports 
( 83871514 1 330 Cricket - West In- 
dies v India: First Test (81454156). 
500 NHL Ppwerweek (707357791 

6.00 lea Hockey (925622051. 9.00 
Golf: Doral Ryder Open (92/69779). 

11.00 Inside the PGA Senior Tour 
(32357750). 1130-lZOOmidnlght 
Survlva) of the Fittest (30075/ 75). 


l/VETV 

6.00am Pin Money 630 fehion 
7JOO Sport 730 Sport Quiz 8.00 
ffap Quiz 830 Looking for Love 8/15 
ftt Squad 9.00 Revelations 930 
Fashion 10.00 Agony 1030 Bingo 
1045 Pet Squad 11.00 Trial TV 
1130 Rate and fortune 12.00 why 
1230 Agony 130 Trial TV ZOO 
Fashion 230A8W 3.00 Fate and • ' 
fiartune 330 Pm Money 430 Look- 
ing far Love 430 Pop Quiz 5.00 
Agony 530 Bingo 5.45 Pet Squad 

5.00 Fashion 630 Sport 7.00 PJn 
Money 730 Sport Qote 8.00 BusW- 

do 9.00 Handy Hunks; Bingo 9.15 
Bottom Line 930 Eva’s Seventies 
Poo Show 1030 Topless Darts; Sport 
1030 Stand-Up 1LM Topless 
Darte; Fate and Fortune 1130 Sec 
1135 Exotica Erotica 1230 (Gas TV 
130 Shopping 230 Sex 230 Stand- 
Up 3.00 Revelations 330 Why Fries? 

4.00 Sex 430 Pin Money 5.00 Sport 
530-6.00am Shopping 
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